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PREFACE

As recommended by the general editor, this History of Classical Poetry has been
written so as to make it accessible to both layman and scholar alike. Although in
scope it far exceeds the description of kdvya in most extant histories of Sanskrit or
ancient Indian literature, the corpus of this book is nevertheless arbitrarily chosen.
In spite of the fact that the space allotted to me was generous, it proved necessary to
restrict this history mainly to those poetic works that have already been edited in
print, whereas poems that at present are available only in manuscript are not
discussed other than in exceptional cases. As the criteria used to determine whether
a given text is kdvya or not were strict, a large number of works were rejected
without difficulty. My selective principles, which to some extent are naturally also
subjective, are most clearly perceptible in the treatment of minor poems and in
footnotes containing bibliographical data; here readers well-versed in Indian
literature will sometimes wish to include some works I have omitted and vice versa.
Texts published in India have frequently been reprinted. In order to save space,
however, not all the reprints have been included in my bibliographical notes. A
bibliography of kdvya is still one of the most urgently felt desiderata.

Four of the chapters in this book have, with some alterations, already been
published: Chapter I, 2 (The Poetic Process) appeared as an article entitled On the
Textual Structure of kdvya in the Adyar Library Bulletin, Vol. 44/45 (1980/81),
pp. 161-178, while Chapters I, 4 and I, 5 (The Training of a Poet and The Creative
Process) were published as one article under the title The Making of a Poet in
Indologica Taurinensia, Vol. VII (1979), pp. 309-321. Chapter III, 6 (Other Species
of Short Poetry - Riddles and Carmina Figurata) appeared in a much altered and
enlarged Swedish version entitled Enigmatisk vers och carmina figurata i sanskrit-
diktningen in Kungl. Vitterhets Historie och Antikvitets Akademiens Arsbok 1983,
pp. 79-88.

It is my pleasant duty to record here my gratitude to all those colleagues, in
Sweden and abroad, who have given me valuable advice and assistance. My thanks
are also due to the Swedish Council for Research in the Humanities and Social
Sciences for the generous grant they have put at my disposal.

Siegfried Lienhard
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CHAPTER I

1. An Introduction to Kavya Literature

In Indian usage, the concept kavya covers two main things. Firstly, it refers to
poetry itself, i.e., all those works that conform to artistic and literary norms.
Secondly, kavya is used of individual poems. Poetry is of course only one part of all
the writing comprehended in the Sanskrit word vanmaya, which is used in some
texts that deal with literature and other writings to include everything that is
expressed in words.1 Indian manuals on poetics and the practice of poetry tend to
reflect the impression that all poetry falls into one of two categories; on one hand
poetry that is purely oral (sravya2) and, on the other, poetry that can also be seen,
that is to say, performed (drsya, preksya). This view is of course justified. Quite a
number of poets have written works in both genres, and one of the distinguishing
marks of later drama is that the metrical passages and some of the longer prose
sections display an artistic use of words that is closely allied to poetry. The division
of kavya into drsya and sravya is, however, not strictly observed. There is a
tendency to prefer to regard lyrical and epic poetry as belonging to kavya but drama
(nataka3) as belonging to the field of belles-lettres which, though not essentially
different in nature, is nevertheless somewhat more sharply defined in several
respects.4 We may assume that drama, the rules and practice of which have right
from the very beginning been described by theorists, for the most part in separate
texts, originally formed a more or less independent branch of art of its own. It
requires its own equipment and achieves a regularity which, apart from the above-
mentioned parts of drama and certain elements in its construction,5 makes quite

1 According to Agnip. 327, 1, vanmaya can be divided into the following branches -
dhvani, varna, pada and vdkya; according to Agnip. 327, 2, into sastra, itihdsa and kavya;
according to Kdvyam. 2 (beginning), into sastra and kavya (the epics, the Veda and the Pura-
nas then being in the province of sastra); according to Srhgdraprak. 7, into apauruseya,
drsa and pauruseya. Cf. N. STCHOUPAK et L. RENOU, La Kavyamimamsa de Rajasekhara,
etc., Paris, 1946, p. 28, note 1.

2 In this connection one must take into account the fact that the public received poetic
works principally in the form of recitation or oral performance, particularly in earlier times.

3 Thus according to the most important classification of drama; cf. ST. KONOW, Das
indische Drama, Berlin und Leipzig 1920, p.27.

4 The evaluation of both literary categories varies. However, the learned critic Abhinava-
gupta, who wrote a commentary on Bharata's Ndtyasdstra, and others have regarded the
drama as being the highest form of kavya. The poet Bhavabhuti is probably of the same
opinion.

5 For example the subdivision of a drama into samdhis, which poets also prescribe for the
great poem, the mahdkdvya.
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different demands than do lyrical poetry and the artificially elaborated tale. My
history of kavya literature therefore separates kavya in the narrow sense from the
theatre (nataka), especially as purely practical aspects dictate separate treatment of
these sometimes very substantial areas of Old and Middle Indian poetry.

The poetry presented here is accordingly that poetry which is partly epic, partly
lyrical. It is either written entirely in verse, entirely in prose or alternates between
verse and prose. Formally it falls into two main categories: poetry of the major form
(mahakavya), which is almost always subdivided into sections, and poetry of the
minor form (laghukavya), whose important relative is single stanza and short
poems.

I purposely avoid using in this book expressions like "ornate poetry" or
"Kunstdichtung" about kavya. Neither of these terms is particularly well-chosen.
To call kavya "ornate poetry" is erroneous insofar as numerous kavyas or parts of
kavyas are entirely devoid of ornamentation, while the term "Kunstdichtung" as a
variant for "poetry" seems superfluous. As we know, poetry, unlike non-literary
texts, is created in India as elsewhere when a poet employs certain artistic devices.
Furthermore, it is evident that the nature of these artificial or artistic devices varies
in different periods and regions, as does the extent to which they are employed.6 To
characterize kavya as court poetry is not satisfactory either as we know that it was
not confined to the court but also flourished in towns, in learned schools and in the
houses of Pandits, courtesans and merchants. I use in this book the term "classical
poetry", where "classical" does not refer to any definite period but to that poetry
which corresponds most closely to the poetic canon irrespective of period. This
term is particularly suitable for kavya literature as it is impossible to state that any
period was its golden age. Although older histories of literature regard the time
about and immediately following Kalidasa as the period when kavya reached it̂
highest point, in fact it forms an almost unbroken line more or less unchanged in
essentials from its inception about the middle of the first century B.C. up to the
present.

One very important question concerns the characteristics and the extent of kavya.
It is obvious that literary texts possess certain characteristics which are either
lacking in other works or are not so clearly marked. In order to define the limits of
kavya literature more sharply than has hitherto been done we had better first rid
ourselves of two common misapprehensions which have proved long-lived though
outdated. Firstly, we should not regard certain works as belonging to kavya just
because they are written in verse if they prove to be merely metrical or versified
texts. Secondly, it would be incorrect a priori to count for example didactic poetry,
religious hymns or all the narrative literature as kavya on the same level as the
lyrical poetry, epic poetry and drama which, in the literature of India as in other

6 We come up against the conviction that poetry arises out of the conscious use of such
means as far back as the earliest phases of kavya. The poetry of later times shows clearly that
artificial means, when applied in a routine, technical manner, do not result in art but in
artificiality.
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countries, are the central material of poetry. It would be a better principle to
differentiate clearly between literary and non-literary texts and then imagine a
border zone lying between them. In fact there are numerous works that belong to
this intermediate area: they tend to use poetic expressions but, as they only partly
conform to the norms of poetry, their rightful place is not in the field of kavya but
in this intermediate zone, that is to say, on the threshold of poetry. This is true of
most narrative literature in Sanskrit and Prakrit, for example. We shall thus have to
assume the principle that the poetic merit of a text cannot be decided by the outer
form, the type or genre, but that the text, even if it is in prose, deserves the title
"poetry" if and when it is executed with artistry, i.e., organized in a poetic manner.
Literary works reveal a high degree of intensive structure, their poetic organization
permeates the text at all levels and, when most complete, embraces both form and
content. If artistic values are not dependent on outer form, but on the manner in
which a work is structured, it follows that practically any sort of text - a gnomic or
didactic verse, an inscription or even a treatise - may be regarded as a poetic work.
Specific poetic elements may be inserted almost anywhere if the author so wishes.
Now it is one of the characteristics of Sanskrit literature that numerous works or
parts of works which, if judged by content, are far removed from the sphere of
poetry, are written in kavya style. This is true of the presentation of astronomy in
Varahamihira's Brhatsamhita7 and of algebra in Bhaskara's Lilavati8, which contain
so many verses, beautiful descriptions of nature and poetic figures that these two
central scientific works are held in esteem as mahakavyas. While the aim of a poem
is generally a purely artistic one, quite a number of texts have this double function.
Ksemendra9 rightly distinguishes between kavya and sastra, poetic and scientific
works, but he also differentiates between two intermediary forms; sastrakavya, poetry
that is also scientific and kavyasastra, a scientific work that is also poetry.
This distinction is a very useful one in my opinion: it may be the task of an
educational book to offer us poetry as well; even more often we find that a poem
also has the function of serving as an educational book, of imparting knowledge.
The interplay of these two functions is perhaps encountered most frequently not
only in learned poetry, but also in works belonging to other genres, particularly in a
large number of verses found in devotional and philosophic writing. On rare
occasions a third function is present: a fine example of this is to be found in the
Bhaskarabhusana by the polyhistor Surya Pandita10 which, although a handbook in
astronomy and a hymn to the sun, also has scientific and religious qualities.

In general the enjoyment of poetry - the manner in which it is appreciated by the
reader or listener - only takes place within the framework of the aesthetic function
of the text. For artistic understanding it is enough to penetrate as deeply as possible

7 WINTERNITZ, GIL III, p. 567.
8 Ibid., p. 574; cf. K.S. NAGARAJAN, Bhaskara's Leelavathi: Its Cultural Importance, AP

20(1949), p. 310 ff.
9 Suvrttatilaka 3, 2; cf. P.S. FILLIOZAT, JA 262 (1974), p. 478.

10 K. MADHAV KRISHNA SHARMA, The Bhaskara Bhusana of Surya Pandita, PO 11
(1946), p. 54 ff.
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into the complicated, poetically organized relationship created by the individual
parts of the work; other, non-artistic elements are to all intents and purposes of no
significance in this connection. Non-poetic components do not generally assume
any importance unless the outlook of the reader is not artistic and he is reading for
instance a religious or educational work from a devotional or didactic point of view.
As I have already said, it is typical of classical Indian poetry that a poetic work
frequently has a second, non-literary aim. It is, however, also characteristic that this
secondary function is seldom irrelevant and is generally made use of in some way.
Religious poetry often begs non-aesthetic use quite openly, and it is therefore no
surprise to find that numerous hymns in Jayadeva's Gitagovinda, for example, are
privately as well as officially employed as stotras, as litanies or songs of praise. We
can find parallels in other literatures. More remarkable, however, is the fact that the
discriminating (sahrdaya, rasika, rasajna) generally take pleasure not only in an
artistic turn of phrase, in purely poetic qualities, but also prize whatever learning a
poem has to offer. It is characteristic of their attitude towards a literary work that
they take note of any details that reveal the poet's breadth of reading and education
as well as of the artistry displayed.

A kavya need not of course deal with learned matters. Too much learning will
adversely affect a poem, while a single-stanza or a short poem simply has not the
requisite length to sustain it. Nevertheless it has been a convention right from the
very beginning of kavya that, when composing a longer poem, a poet should give a
demonstration of his learning and knowledge in at least one or two verses or
passages. Sanskrit poetics also endorse the role of kavya as a vehicle for instruction.
While the earliest theorists - Bhamaha, Dandin and Vamana - state that the aims of
poetry are the renown (klrti) won by the poem and the enjoyment (priti)
experienced by the reader, later critics specify instruction (upadesa) as an additional
aim. However, they make it clear that, unlike prosaic, tedious textbooks, poetry
imparts very gentle instruction and includes the deeds of heroes11 in various fields of
human activity12 in its teaching and advice.

2. The Poetic Process

The particular nature of classical poetry is shown most clearly if we compare ka-
vya texts with other, non-literary texts. This comparison is possible between any
two works, but the contrast between literary and non-literary is demonstrated with

1 ' As the heroes (ndyaka) of kavya are always ideal types personifying qualities such as
goodness, nobility and beauty (e.g. Rama) their deeds as described by the poet are always
worthy of imitation to the highest degree. On the other hand their antagonists represent the
quintessence of evil (e.g. Ravana) and their actions are reprehensible in the extreme.

12 The group of three or four fields of human activity (trivarga or caturvarga) consists of
acquisition of worldly property (artha), love (kdma), life conducted on religious or moral
principles (dharma) and the struggle for liberation (moksa).
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the greatest clarity in texts having a high degree of lexical similarity. We observe
that poems lose their attraction as soon as we paraphrase them or attempt to render
in ordinary language what the poet has expressed in another and better manner. We
frequently come across simplified renderings of a text in commentaries in Sanskrit
and other Indian languages where paraphrase has the function of explaining to the
reader the context (anvaya) in a verse or, in complex prose, in a complete
sentence.13 We will take the following example:

daivad duravarti te priyah tanuna taptena sasrena utkanthitena socchvasena ca svahgena
tadrsam eva te 'figam manorathair visati /

"By (means of) desires your lover, far away because of (the irony of) fate, with his lean,
tortured, weeping, longing and sighing body penetrates your body, (which is) of the same
nature."

And then this stanza:

arigenangam pratanu tanunagadhataptena taptam
sasrenasrudrutam aviratotkantham utkanthitena /

usnocchvasam samadhikatarocchvasina duravarti
samkalpais tair visati vidhina vairina ruddhamargah //

"By such dreams (of love) the absent one, whose way (home) is blocked by hostile fate,
penetrates your body with his: (his is) lean, (hers is) slim; (hers is) unusually hot, (his is)
glowing hot; (hers is) full of tears, (his is) bathed in tears; (his is) full of longing, (hers is)
endlessly longing; (his is shaken by) the heaviest sighs, (hers is) sighing hotly."

The sentence in prose is taken from the modern commentary BhavaprabodhinI by
Narayanasastri Khiste14, while the stanza comes from Kalidasa's poem Meghadu-
ta15, which is the subject of the commentary. This, perhaps the most famous and
most accomplished work of classical poetry, describes how a yaksa, banished by the
god Kubera, sends a rain-cloud as a messenger of love to Alaka, the city of the gods,
where his wife, who is awaiting his return, is aflame with the pangs of love.

These two extracts show clearly the difference between non-literary and literary
texts. The first example lacks artistry. It is obvious that its object is merely to impart
information, and the facts it gives are not of an artistic nature. Although the long
row of appositions agreeing in case with the instrumental of the noun anga (body) is
somewhat unusual, the paraphrase, which keeps very close to the original, is written
in more or less ordinary language. The sentence does not appear to have been
written with painstaking care; indeed, it creates a loose, rather spontaneous effect
insofar as some words could easily be omitted entirely, moved to another position
or replaced by others without affecting the sense of the passage. The commentator

13 As a simplified version of the text enables a given work to be understood at first sight, it
has a become a valuable aid in modern literary criticism.

14 Meghad. KSS 88, Benares 1931.
15 Meghad. 2, 39.
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might equally well have begun the sentence with the words: priyas te daivad du-
ravarti, etc., priyas te duravarti tanunasrasahitena, etc.

Kalidasa's stanza, on the other hand, surprises us by its density of expression, by
the strictness with which it is constructed. All the elements in the sentence are
welded together into a complex and unalterable whole. The stanza is composed
with the care that is characteristic of literary texts, and yet the lines are elegant and
accomplished although the poet has conformed to a number of rules. In addition to
the ordinary rules governing the use of language, which of course also apply to
poetry, there are new restrictions which, although artistic, nevertheless leave the
poet considerably less freedom than is available to the author of ordinary texts. The
first limitation is imposed by the choice of a difficult metre, the Mandakranta,
others arise from the poet's endeavour to create a maximum of euphony and also to
establish exact congruence between the stanza and the sentence. Like other poets,
Kalidasa aims at achieving consonance and assonance by repeating words in forms
that resemble each other or are derived from the same root or stem (angena angam,
pratanu tanuna, °taptena taptam, °utkantham utkanthitena, °ucchvasam °ucchva-
sina). Furthermore, he may employ alliteration, as he does towards the end of the
stanza (visati vidhina vairina).

The symmetry and balance of the stanza reveal the hand of the true master.
Whereas the first three lines contain pairs of words (pratanu: tanu, etc.) which
describe the bodies of the separated lovers with increasing intensity, the fourth line
does not continue the series but allows the emotion to ebb out in a kind of
diminuendo: samkalpais tair visati vidhina vairina ruddhamargah. One word in
each pair refers to the yaksa's body, the other to the woman's; yet this does not
mean that the distribution of the words is done in a mechanical manner, as I shall
show. The poet does not consistently place each accusative after its corresponding
instrumental; neither does he put all instrumentals16 before accusatives17, as
Khiste's paraphrase does. Kalidasa avoids any arrangement of this sort. He
constructs a complex pattern which, although making it more difficult to compre-
hend the sense of the text, engages the reader or the listener more actively and gives
the stanza a certain heightening of effect and liveliness. Each of the five pairs
consists of one short and one long word. However, one soon notices that the length
of each word in a pair slowly increases as one approaches the end of the series. Ka-
lidasa's arrangement is done on an alternating system. In the first pair he uses the
short word for the instrumental, in the second for the accusative, but he interrupts
this order when he comes to the fourth pair of modifiers (aviratotkan-
tham, etc.): here he stops, begins the pattern again and thus, by doing the opposite
of what the reader is expecting, heightens the density and tension of the text. This
interruption of the system is also to be found in the order in which the accusative

16 tanuna 1. taptena 2. sdsrena 3. utkanthitena 4. socchvdsena 5. ca svdhgena.
17 The tddrsam ... ahgam of the paraphrase replaces the original's tanum 1. taptam 2. sd-

sram 3. utkanthitam 4. socchvdsam 5. cdhgam.
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and instrumental cases are arranged in the five different pairs. The following table
will illustrate the system:

Distribution of the words
in apposition to:

ahgena

1. tanuna
2. gadhataptena
3. sasrena
4. utkanthitena
5. samadhikataro-

cchvasina

ahgam

pratanu
taptam
asrudrutam
aviratotkantham
usnocehvasam

Length

S18

1
S

s
1

I19

s
1
1
s

Case sequence in
the stanza

a20 i21

i a
i a
a i
a i

We could imagine a much more detailed and exact paraphrase of the stanza than
that given in the Bhavaprabodhini; the wording might also have been different, for
instance: angena tanuna taptena sasrenotkanthitena socchvasena ca svangena tanu
taptam sasram utkanthitam socchvasam cangam (visati), "(He), (by means of
desires), penetrates with his lean, hot, weeping, longing and sighing body your body
(which is likewise) lean, hot, weeping, longing and sighing." The poet, however,
organizes his text, as we have shown: he puts the considerable number of nominal
modifiers in pairs, which he makes longer and longer as the stanza proceeds, and,
following an important rule in the poetic canon, he replaces the second modifier
from time to time with an alternative expression having a similar sound, pratanu
tanuna instead of tanu tanuna, sasrenasrudrutam instead of sasrena sasram, etc.
This substitution of variants for words that have already been used is a special
characteristic of poetic style. The direct repetition of lexemes is carefully avoided in
literary works; in poetry for a minimum of one stanza, but often for a number of
stanzas in succession,22 in prose, in the neighbourhood of the expression replaced.

The analysis we have just made shows clearly that no single element in this stanza
is haphazard. Any tampering with a single part, a word or even a syllable would not
only upset the structure, the delicate balance of the various components, but would
also damage the fine poetic character of the verse. This is not true of the paraphrase,
however well it is done. The prefix pra itself, one single syllable, as in the word

18 The short apposition.
19 The long apposition.
20 The accusative.
21 The instrumental.
22 In Saund. 7, 36-42, the god Kama is called by three different names, in Kirdt. 9, 1-8,

the sun by eight different names, in Kirdt. 9, 17-30, the moon by twerve different names, in
Kirdt. 16, 50-61, fire by ten different names, in Sisup. 3, 35-40, the sea by six different
names. The descriptions of nature in Kumdras. 8 are put into the mouth of the god Siva who,
whenever he speaks to the newly-married Uma, uses a quite different appellative: (he)
mitakathe (34), plvaroru (36), adrirdjatanaye (47), valguvddini (48), sutanu (52),
sailardjatanaye (53), dirghanayane (55), pundarlkamukhi (58), pdrvati (64), etc.
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pratanu, is pregnant with poetic meaning: for one thing, the poet needs the variant
form pratanu as a substitute for tanu, for another, it gives him the contrast pratanu:
tanu which, from the artistic point of view, is - like the following gadhatapta: tapta
- an integral part of the pattern the poet has been building up from the beginning of
the stanza: the increasing length, the variation and the same sort of construction.

In order to allow his text not only to convey information but to convey it in an
artistic manner, the poet uses a complex structure, as the stanza from the Meghadu-
ta shows. Natural language is the foundation on which poetry is built. It is, however,
in the nature of poetry to create for itself a language that to some extent has a
character of its own, that departs from ordinary linguistic usage; it wears alien
clothing, so to speak. The poet arranges his bricks in a manner quite different from
that employed by the writer of non-literary texts. He assembles his material in a
non-standard fashion and, as the theorist Vamana correctly realized, his creative
processes involve using a word-order (padaracana) which, as it is formed in a
particular way (visista), possesses particular characteristics.23 With considerable
acumen Vamana advanced the view that the special characteristics (visesa) of kavya
are mainly due to the fact that the poet aims at quite definite stylistic effects on the
phonetic and semantic plane. The theories held by Vamana and other critics with
similar opinions are only partly correct, however, when they regard style (riti, mar-
ga) as being the most essential thing and consider the total number of gunas to be
the traditional ten. The omnipresent characteristics of accomplished kavya are
rather its structure, the accompanying textual density and its above-mentioned
alienation in expression and content from the norms of non-literary writing. In
order to achieve these aims, the poet employs certain processes which give every
word such significance and meaning that they render the understanding of the text
more difficult and frequently lead to the poetic message being polysemic. If these
processes are not present, we cannot properly call the text kavya.

This point of view may profitably be tested on epigrammatic literature, on so-
called didactic and gnomic "poetry". Didactic poems and epigrams are seldom
presented in the form of kavya; generally they are little more than versified maxims
but, as the boundary between literary and non-literary is easily eradicated by the
devices employed by the author, they may well prove to be genuine poetry. A verse
like the following, for instance, cannot claim to be regarded as kavya:

yena yatra ca bhoktavyam sukham va duhkham eva va /
sa tatra rajjva baddhvaiva balad daivena niyate //

"He who is somewhere to taste sorrow or joy (to the full), him fate carries off by violence as
though (he were) tied to the end of a rope".

It is difficult to see any characteristics whatever in these two lines that would justify
calling them poetic. The dictum lacks density and the language is in no wise
heightened; nor do the possibly chance alliterations (y - y in yena yatra, ba° - ba° in

23 Kavydlamkaras. 1, 2, 7 and 8.
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baddhvaiva balad), the interior rhyme (sukham - duhkham) or the repeated va
suffice to give this sentence, a typical gnomic statement, the character of a genuine
poem. Furthermore, the simile of a man carried off by fate as though he were tied to
the end of a rope is banal24. On the other hand another stanza of a didactic and
gnomic nature (Nitisataka 60) is of high poetic quality; its attribution to the lyrical
poet Bhartrhari is probably correct:

namratvenonnamantah paragunakathanaih svan gunan khyapayantah
svarthan sampadayanto vitataprthutarambhayatnah pararthe /

ksantyaivakseparuksaksaramukharamukhan durjanan duhkhayantah
santah sascaryacarya jagati bahumatah kasya nabhyarcaniyah //

"To whom do not the highly regarded of the world seem worthy of respect, wondrously
progressing noble ones who, sublime in humility, proclaim their excellence by speaking of
the excellence of others; and who, (only) out of forgiveness, cause pain to the evil ones from
whose mouths harsh words of reproach issue?"

We meet here a broad, flowing utterance which, eschewing brevity, strives to
attain richness of words and expression. The stream of words is, however, controlled
and the ordering of the intentionally rather long, impressive-sounding words,
mostly compounds, is carefully articulated. While each of the first three lines
contains a complete thought of its own, the last one sums up these various ideas and
ends in true praise of these genuinely noble beings who are above fraud and deceit.
We also find here, as we found in the example from Kalidasa's Meghaduta and can
find in countless other poems, a very close correspondence between the length of
the sentence and the stanza; in this case it is complete. Bhartrhari takes pleasure in
repeating words and elements of words which, we feel, lends emphasis to his
maxim. Their constant repetition is also intended to drive home to the reader the
truth of the message the poet is proclaiming:

1. -antah, -guna-, gunan, -antah
2. -anto, -tata-, -atnah
3. -antyai-, -mukhara-, -mukhan, dur-, duh-, -antah
4. -antah, -atah, -ah.

We obtain an equally compact pattern if we consider the stanza from the purely
phonetic point of view and just look at the dentals (t, th, d, n):

1. n- - t - -n- -nn- -nt- -th- -n- -n -n -nt-
2. -th- -n -d- -nt- - t - - t- -th- - t - -tn- -th-
3. -nt- -n d- -n- -n d- -nt-
4. -nt- - t - - t- n- -n-.

24 The stanza is included in the Adyar version of Bhartrhari's Nitisataka (9, 14) as well as
in the well-known anthology Subhdsitaratnabhdndagara (pp. 91, 33), but is almost certainly
not by the hand of Bhartrhari; see D.D. KOSAMBI, Satakatrayam of Bhartrhari (The Southern
Archetype of The Three Centuries of Epigrams, etc.), Bombay 1946 (= Bharatiya Vidya
Series IX), p. 54 f.
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Characteristics such as these are certainly not the work of pure chance; they put the
lines on a plane far above that of ordinary everyday writing. We could extend our
analysis to include other traits, but consideration of the obvious features we have
just mentioned will be sufficient to convince us that, in contrast to the first, merely
didactic verse, the second stanza quoted is a genuine, accomplished work of verbal
art.

We have come to a very important feature of classical Indian poetry: Sanskrit and
Middle Indian languages offer writers a rich opportunity of varying linguistic
elements and of putting them in any order they choose so as to obtain the maxi-
mum effect. The great majority of authors concentrate on the sound qualities of
their sentences and verses and do not hesitate to make full use of the possibilities
their language offers them. From the point of view of euphony the most important
factors to consider when selecting a word were the multiple meanings often carried
by a word25 and the vast wealth of synonyms in Sanskrit and Prakrit26. The
language of kavya went even further in that poets were constantly enlarging the
existing number and scope of synonyms and were able to create new designations
almost at will by forming compounds or adding suffixes. We must regard this aim as
being a traditional one in Old Indian poetic language, which in certain fields has
built up a real synthetic vocabulary that is peculiar to itself. Many new names are
formed by replacing at will the prior or the final member of a certain semantic
model, generally a determinative (tatpurusa) or possessive compound (bahuvrihi),
with some word of the same or of a similar meaning. Thus a possessive compound
whose prior member always means "cold" (adj.), "cold" (noun) or "snow" and
whose final member always means "lustre" or "ray(s)" serves as a semantic model
to signify the moon. The poet now has complete freedom to use quite different
lexemes with the same or approximately the same meaning anywhere he wishes.
The word he chooses may be different each time he returns to the concept; it may
be an odd choice, it may be abstruse; the only important thing is that both members
retain the sense of "cold-radiating", "cool-gleaming", "snow-radiant", etc. Any
synonym may be employed for the prior member, for example hima-dldhiti, sisira-
didhiti, sita-didhiti, tuhina-dldhiti, etc., and the final member may also be varied ad
libitum: hima-didhiti, him-amsu, hima-bhas, hima-dhaman, hima-dyuti, hima-
rasmi, hima-ruci, etc.27 This extreme flexibility often enables a poet to put together
names so as to create the tone-colour he desires and to suit the length and sound of
the vowels and consonants in an expression to the demands of the context. If we
keep to the example of the moon, he can easily produce names in which the vowel i
is dominant (e.g. sisiradldhiti) or those containing only I (e.g. agharmadhaman) or

25 Some of the meanings of Skt. go- are: cow, head of cattle, bull, herd of cattle, milk (of
cow), hide, beef, (pi.) stars, rays of light, sky, heaven, sun, moon, water, sense-organ; the
word bhu- can mean: originate, originating, origin, universe, earth, land (property), place,
material.

26 M. L E U M A N N , Merkmale des Sanskrit als Brahmanensprache und als Kunstsprache,
ASEA 18/19 (1965), p . 207 ff.

27 Instead of hima- one could of course choose sisira-, slta- or tuhina-.
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compounds with members containing u sounds, which may convey a somewhat

darker impression to the reader (e.g. tuhinadyuti).

Sound and word-play of this nature is used by most poets, as we have said. They

call euphony to their aid, sometimes to the extent that it seems to us exaggerated

and uninhibited, but they do so with the object of achieving agreement between

content (artha) and expression (sabda). In the following stanza from the Kuma-

rasambhava (I, 18), which describes the young maiden Mena, the succession of soft

consonants in the second line, particularly m, n, v and p, evokes a feeling of

gentleness and charm:

sa manasim merusakhah pitfnam kanyam kulasya sthitaye sthitijnah /
menam muninam api mananiyam atmanumpam vidhinopayeme / /

"In order to ensure the continuance of the family, knowing the custom, he, a friend of
Meru's, married Mena in accordance with the ritual: (she) was the spiritual daughter of her
ancestors, resembled him in nature, and seemed worthy of respect even to the ascetics."

In contrast, let us look at the following harsh consonants, above all the aspirated

palatals, r and ks, wich reproduce the spraying and splashing of water:

ucchalacchikaracchacchanirjharambhahkanoksitah /

"(The wind), sprinkled with drops from a very pure cascade whose spume sprays up . . ,"28

One cannot fail to recognize that the endeavour to achieve such aims is one of the

basic demands of Indian poetry and poetics. The idea of kavya as a close association

of sound and meaning, an intimate interweaving (samparka) of sabda and artha29,

runs like a red thread through practically all poetry.30 The concept of poetic art, of

28 Kavydd. 1, 48 . Cf. the first quar ter of the s tanza in Kdvyaprakasa 1, 5 , 4 , which gives a
similar depict ion in sound of the swift currents of the Ganges: svacchandocchaladacchakac-
chakuharacchdtetardmbucchatd and the first half of Sisup. 3 , 37, which describes the rolling
waves of the ocean: °vdridhivdrivlcicchatocchalacchahkakuldkulena / (vaprena..).

29 CIRaghuv. 1, 1:
vdgarthdv iva samprktau vdgarthapratipattaye /
jagatah pitarau vande pdrvatlparamesvarau //
"So that (I) may be granted (insight into) words and meaning, I greet you, Parvati and the
Highest (i.e., Siva), parents of the world, twined together like word and meaning."

30 The following definitions of kavya, given by various poets, are illuminating: sabddrthau
sahitau kdvyam, "poetry is word and meaning together" (Bhamaha, Kdvydlamkdra 1, 16);
nanu sabddrthau kdvyam, "poetry is word and meaning" (Rudrata, Kdvydlamkdra 2, 1); tad
adosau sabddrthau sagundv analamkrtl punah kvdpi, "this (i.e., poetry) is word and
meaning: without faults, furnished with excellencies, sometimes without (decorative) figures"
(Mammata, Kdvyaprakasa 1, 4); adosau sagunau sdlamkdrau ca sabddrthau kdvyam,
"poetry is word and meaning: without faults, furnished with excellencies and figures"
(Hemacandra, Kdvydnusdsana 1, KM, p. 19); sddhusabddrthasamdarbham gundlamkd-
rabhusitam / sphutaritirasopetam kdvyam kurvlta kirtaye, "let (the poet) compose poetry
with the object (of gaining fame): an intertwining of word and meaning decorated with
excellencies and figures and furnished with a clear style and (a clear) poetic sentiment"
(Vagbhata I, Vdgbhatdlamkdra 1, 2); sabddrthau nirdosau sagunau prdyah sdlamkdrau
kdvyam, "poetry is word and meaning: without faults, furnished with excellencies and -
often-with figures" (Vagbhata II, Kdvydnusdsana 1); cf. also Kuntaka, Vakroktijivita l , ,7v^,
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literary composition, is caught very well by the term sahitya, which stresses
precisely this close relationship, this unity of expression and content.31

This is not the place to mention in detail the numerous devices which give
literary works their particular character. What is valid for the small number of
examples given above is also valid, on the whole, for others. Time and again the
common aim proves to be the endeavour to make the language of literary texts
different from that of ordinary speech; it should have a quality of freshness about it
and it should be relatively difficult. The earliest means of marking this divorce
between poetry and everyday language were of course metre, enlivening the text
with decorative figures (alamkara) and detailed descriptions. Of far greater signifi-
cance to the development of a poetic language possessing striking characteristics of
its own, however, were metaphor, the repetition of certain conventional patterns
and images and the use of long, unusual expressions. Moreover it is worth noting
that a literary text frequently does not yield up its meaning at first sight; it does so
only slowly and by degrees; the meaning must be deciphered. The technique of
poetry makes use of these different devices in various ways, but to ensure that
distance is kept from ordinary language the general rule is that banal words are to be
avoided whenever possible. To replace words that have already been used, poets
employ substitutes. They have a decided preference for compounds and striking or
polysemic words, which are often archaic.

Hand in hand with the divorce of the two styles on the linguistic plane goes a
parallel phenomenon which affects the conception of what a work of literary art is,
since a sort of transformational process also influences content, the message. In
actual fact the basic mechanisms which govern the poet in his choice of words are
also active where content is concerned. Here, too, the three principles of
rearrangement, added difficulty and selection are valid. As it cannot be the task of a
kavya faithfully to mirror reality to the reader, the poet generally selects only some
aspects of reality, transforms them and presents them as whatever he wishes from a
new, poetically rendered point of view. Among other things the very lavish use of
polysemic words and, above all of various forms of simile, leads to a broadening of
perspective and produces a sort of multiple vision of the phenomena presented; it is
unique and conveys the message in an artistic manner. Not only do poets show us
familiar objects in a new light, as Anandavardhana's criticism correctly recog-
nizes; 32 they also reveal truths, relationships and beauties that are either not present
in ordinary life or else remain unrecognized.

31 Skt. sahita, "together", "joined", "put together", from which comes sahitya. Cf. Ra-
jasekhara, Kdvyam. 2 (GOS, p. 5): sabddrthayor yathdvat sahabhavena vidyd sdhityavidyd,
"The science of literary composition is a science consisting in the correct matching of word
and content."

3 2 It is t rue tha t he regards the effect as being achieved only th rough rasa, poet ic
sentiment:
drstapurvd api hy arthdh kdvye rasaparigrahdt /
sarve navd ivdbhdnti madhumdsa iva drumdh //
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It is obvious that Indian tradition could not have remained unaware of the
distinguishing characteristics of poetic speech. Sanskrit poetics is fond of referring to
the difference that is clearly appreciable between sastra and kavya, i.e., between
didactic writing and poetry. The two sorts of writing show fundamental differences.
The former is purely informative and monosemic in style;33 the latter is a
linguistically complex, organic whole which, although built up on the same
linguistic foundations, is loaded with meaning down to the last detail and is
frequently polysemic. Indian tradition might equally well have created other
categories for other forms of text, but the division into kavya and sastra is motivated
by more than one reason. For one thing, poetry could hardly have employed the
language of common speech, firstly because the everyday language of poets was not
identical with the language of poetry and, secondly, because Sanskrit, even at the
time when it was used by the greatest poets as a vehicle for their works, had long
ceased to be a living language; furthermore, kavya and sastra were by far the most
important contemporary forms of literature.

3. The Poet

If we attempt to form a picture of the Indian poet, the kavi, we must not forget
that Sanskrit poetry is a highly educated, indeed directly academic art. Classical
poetry arose in a well developed society when India already possessed a rich
scientific, religious and cultural heritage, and when kavya was born it could look
back on several centuries of advanced civilization. The social classes from which ka-
vya sprang possessed considerable cultural refinement which found expression not
merely in outward forms such as dress, polished manners and cosmetics, but also in
sophisticated education, elaborate social intercourse and in a devotion to belles-
lettres (sahitya), music (samgita) and the arts (kala)34. Some forms of poetry were
naturally practised in older times, in the early Vedic period, but poetry in the sense
of kavya is associated with the brilliance and elegance of later eras, with Hindu
court life and the wealthy upper classes found in cities. The figure of the poet now
changes completely: in place of the seer, the Rsi of the Vedic era and of the bard, in
place of the rhapsodist of the popular poetry that is now lost to us or of the epic
poet, we now find a man of refined taste and great versatility who has a broad
education acquired by wide reading and, generally, a command of several
languages, particularly Sanskrit.

33 In this connec t ion it is of n o significance that , as we have already men t ioned , sastra
m a y somet imes be wri t ten in the form of kavya.

34 The maxim sdhityasamgltakaldvihlnah sdksdt pasuh pucchavisdnahlnah, "He who has
not a command of poetry, music and the arts is no better than an animal lacking horns and a
tail", is attributed to Bhartrhari.
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The few accounts we possess of the daily life and conditions of poets35 give us a
picture that is idealized in many respects. They do, however, show the kavi as living
in the same style as the upper classes in very civilized surroundings: his house was
kept clean, he moved from place to place according to the three seasons (six by
some accounts), he had private grounds with resting places under numerous trees,
an artificial hill on which to divert himself, a lotus pool and waterfalls. His land was
irrigated by canals and was filled with peacocks, antilopes and doves, with herons,
ducks and geese, with cakora and kraunca birds and with sea-eagles. It was terraced,
and to banish the lassitude caused by heat, there were showers, swings and bowers of
lianas. The poet's dwelling appears either to be uninhabited or peopled with
servants who silently entertained him upon command when his poetic exertions had
tired him. The male servants were accustomed to speak Apabhramsa while the
female servants tended to use Magadhi. The ladies of the women's quarters
understood both Prakrit and Sanskrit and his friends spoke all Indian languages.36

The technical equipment which Rajasekhara says must always be within reach of
the poet's hand consisted of a box containing a slate and chalk, a stand for brushes
and ink-wells, palm leaves (tadipatra) or birch bark (bhurjatvac) and an iron stylus
(kantaka).37 The commonest writing materials were palm leaves on which letters
were scratched with the metal stylus, but if there were no palm trees in the
neighbourhood, birch bark could be used instead, in which case it had to be cut into
broader strips than the palm leaves. The successful or prosperous poet probably
wrote only the first draft himself; the fair copy of the day's work as well as all the
copying of complete poems would be done by the scribe. The latter, a man versed in
all languages, must be capable of improving the proofs produced at the meeting
between his master and other poets (see below). He should also be a good speaker,
have beautiful handwriting, understand the language of gestures and movements of
the body, be an expert in various writing systems and a poet himself.38

As regards the poet's routine, these texts describe the kavi as being a disciplined
man whose days - and even nights - were regulated by his calling in almost every
detail. He rises early, performs his dawn worship (samdhyavandana), praises
SarasvatI,39 sacrifices to or honours the god Ganesa, who removes obstacles from
his way and promotes the progress of his work. Immediately after this we shall find
the poet at work in a sort of library or study (vidyavasatha) where, comfortably
ensconced, he is engaged in studying the art of kavya, some related science, metrical
exercises or the works of other poets. All this activity is, however, merely
preparatory; it stimulates his power of vision and imagination (pratibha) and
occupies the whole of the first watch.40 Creative work proper, the kavyakriya, takes

35 Particularly impor tan t are Rajasekhara, Kdvyam. 10 and Ksemendra , Kavikanthd-
bharana.

36 Rajasekhara, Kdvyam., G O S , p. 49 f.
37 Ibid., p . 50.
38 Ibid.
39 The goddess SarasvatI is the patroness of the sciences and arts.
40 According to an old division of t ime, day and night each fall into four watches (prahara,

ydma).
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place in the second watch; it must be done with meticulous earnestness. Towards
noon he bathes, eats leisurely and, after his meal, calls a meeting of his fellow-poets
(kavi- or kavyagosthl). Here he takes part in a verse-riddle game called question-
and-answer (prasnottara)41, completes unfinished verses (samasyapurana)42 that are
given to him or diverts himself in other ways until the beginning of the third watch.
During this period the poet, either alone or together with a select circle, examines
and revises what he has composed in the morning. The final version is written
towards evening after the rites performed at dusk and renewed praise of Sarasvatl.
This task takes until the end of the third watch. The poet usually passes the evening
in the company of women, indulges in social intercourse, listens to music or goes to
the theatre. The second and third watches of the night are devoted to a sound sleep,
which our poet has now thoroughly deserved.43

It will be obvious that not all writers could adhere to this strict routine or were as
devoted to the service of poetry as the ideal figure portrayed above. Many authors,
perhaps the majority, were undoubtedly of the hard-working, zealous type who
spent their time only on poetry. Even a superficial glance at classical works will
make us realize that to practise the art requires peace and quiet as well as the right
conditions. Certain poets - Rajasekhara calls them "those who do not look at the
sun" (asuryampasya) - even cut themselves off from daylight and wrote in caves or
in dwellings below ground where these sensitive writers could at any time
concentrate on their creative work without fear of being disturbed. There were also
large numbers who wrote when they had time and the spirit moved them, the
occasional poets (dattavasara), as well as another type who is rather important in
Indian literature, the poet of circumstance (prayojanika)44 who wrote poems only to
celebrate definite events.

The life and work of all kinds of poets, those already mentioned and others, were
mainly connected with cities and courts, but both the theory and practice of

41 A sort of verse-riddle much favoured in Jaina poetry and narrative literature. The
hearer is expected to find a Skt. or Pkt. compound word in the separate members or syllables
of which are to be found answers to all the questions asked in the stanza quoted. Here is an
example taken from Sumati Suri's Jinadattdkhydna, composed in Prakrit:

kim maruthalisu dulaham? kd vd bhavanassa bhusani bhaniyd?
kam kdma'i selasuyd? kam piya'i juvdnao tuttho?

"(1) What is difficult to obtain in the desert? (2) What is the ornament of the house called? (3)
What is it that Uma desires? (4) What does the young man drink (= kiss) with joy?"
The answer to all these questions is: kantdharam, i.e., to take them in the same order, (1)
kam, "water", (2) kantd, "the beloved one", (3) haram, "Siva", and (4) aharam, "the lip (of
the beloved one)". After JAGADIS CANDRA JAIN, Prdkrt sdhitya kd itihds, Varanasi 1961,-p.
478.

42 samasyapurana, which emerged as a separate branch of kdvya, generally consists of the
poet being required to continue in his own words some lines that he has been given to
complete. These lines are usually taken from some well-known poem.

43 Rajasekhara, Kdvyam., GOS, p. 52; for certain details also Ksemendra, op. cit., 2, 2-23.
44 These types of poet (nisanna, asuryampasya, dattavasara and prayojanika) are

mentioned by Rajasekhara, Kdvyam, GOS, p. 53.
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literature were held in high esteem in many smaller places by educated families who
enjoyed the pleasures of the art in a traditional fashion. We need hardly mention in
detail all the reasons why cities held such a dominating position. Classical poetry
was not associated with a refined way of life only because kavya demanded a
knowledge of language and education, which were best acquired in an urban milieu.
Cities also exercised a natural fascination because they were always pulsating with
life and offered the widest range of the entertainments of cultivated society:
magnificent festivals, processions, dancing displays, theatres and concerts. They
also had an important part to play in the mental, artistic and linguistic development
of the poet. Only in cultural foci such as cities was an exchange of ideas and
criticism made possible by personal contact with fellow-poets, other artists and
scholars.

We must not forget that the kavi was very strongly influenced by a spirit of
competition, by a constant endeavour to improve his work and to surpass his rivals.
He found confirmation of his worth not only when reading the works of his
contemporaries and of the great writers of the past but also in discussion, challenges
and open contests. We know of numerous societies (gosthl) which promoted
cultural interest in much the same way as associations and clubs do today. There
artists of all kinds and those sharing their interests could meet, and they used to
display their knowledge and sharpen their wits in private and public debates in
some definite field: in kavyagosthls classical poetry, in jalpagosthis the old epics,
the Puranas and narrative literature, in nrtyagosthis the art of dancing and in va-
dyagosthls and vlnagosthis instrumental music and the vina. These societies were
either established by some king or prince, in which case they were frequently
connected with court life, or they were of a private nature, sponsored by wealthy
citizens. It was advantageous for kavyagosthls to be under the protection of some
maharaja. They not infrequently became famous and were often visited by poets
from afar. The poets' meetings might be presided over by the prince in person or by
some important personage from the court or the city. These gatherings were not
only held in the societies themselves, however; at many courts large open-air
meetings (samaja) or court receptions (sabha) were arranged for poets and those
learned in kavya at which the president requested some poets to give readings of
their works or, having set them difficult tasks such as improvising on a given theme
(samasyapurana), pronounced judgement on their performance. Many of these
assemblies were brilliant exhibitions not only of poetic wit and artistic ability, but
also of flashes of inspiration and the knowledge and humour of the poets. They were
attended mainly by poets and learned men, the court and the aristocracy, but also
by many other people associated with the arts such as sculptors, painters,
goldsmiths, jewellers, fine metal workers, actors and courtesans.45 A rich reward
awaited the man who emerged victorious from the contests he had entered at the
beginning of the meeting if he was able to solve the various riddles and verse puzzles

45 Cf. Rajasekhara, Kdvyam., GOS, p. 54 f.
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set him. He left laden with money and possessions, a fine title and an enhanced
reputation. If he were a stranger, the king might persuade him to stay on, or even
attempt to get him to join his own court.

Attendance at these kavyagosthls was a natural part of the poet's practical work.
As the art of kavya demanded correctness both in language and in content, the kavi
was generally receptive to wise, objective criticism. He corrected errors that were
pointed out to him and took note of improvements suggested by the meeting.
Furthermore, visits to famous gosthis that were under royal protection formed part
of the existence of the classical Indian poet, particularly if he were poor and saw no
other chance of advancing his career. Those rulers who patronized many arts46 were
fond of surrounding themselves with poets and pandits.47 This was partly in self-
interest as the presence of illustrious persons added to the lustre and fame of their
courts. Partly also it was because the highly literate poet was indispensible to the
monarch, particularly at more ambitious courts, since documents, inscriptions of
all kinds, deeds of gift etc. were usually left to the poet to compose, as the high-
flown diction and the artistic style often show. Poetry could not in itself give the
poet an income; only participation in samajas and gosthis could sometimes earn
him money and then only if he had talent and was lucky. Social security was really
only possible if he had money of his own or had some profession besides poetry.
The chance of obtaining the coveted position of court poet was alas all too seldom
open to him. Only too often was the poet's path strewn with thorns. Numerous
didactic and gnomic verses record the lack of generosity of princes, and we know
that Bilhana, who came from Kashmir, had to wander far and wide before he was
finally well received, in southern India, at the court of the Calukya king, Vikrama-
ditya VI Tribhuvanamalla (1076-1126 A.D.).

It was an inherent trait in the structure of these societies that if a classical author
aspired to an appointment, it was always as court poet. As during the European
Renaissance, the economic basis of poets who earned their living by their art was
the service of the prince. Even text books dealing with the theory of poetry
constantly stress this traditional aspect of the kavi's role; one of the most important
aims (prayojana) of the court poet was recognized to be his duty to gain undying
fame in which he allowed his lord and master to share. Many writers whose

46 A coin min ted by King Samudragupta (4th century A.D.) illustrates this royal interest in
the arts; the sovereign is shown playing the vina. Several kings like Kumaradasa of Ceylon,
Harsa or Pravarasena II of Kashmir were themselves great poets, while others earned
themselves a considerable reputat ion as poetic theorists. King Bhoja of Dhara , for instance,
wrote impor tan t works on poetics.

47 Legend relates that the well-known lexicographer Amara(s imha) and the so-called N ine
Jewels, who included Kalidasa, Vetalabhatta, Vararuci and Ghatakarpara , worked at the
court of Vikramadi tya of Ujjayini (frequently identified as Candragupta II, who also bore this
name). T h e pat ron of the most famous writer of artistic prose, Bana, was none other than
King Harsa (606-647 A.D.) who is himself credited with having written three dramas. Later,
King Laksmanasena of Bengal (1179 to about 1205 A.D.) kept a large staff of Sanskrit poets at
his court: Srutidhara, Dhoyi and - most famous of them all - Jayadeva and Govardhanacarya
were some of them. N u m e r o u s other examples could be given.
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reputation was already established diffused their fame by their mere presence at the
court of their patron. Others, less renowned, performed their task in a more direct
manner and repaid the maintainance they received from the monarch by praising
him in a variety of compositions: in poems of the major form (mahakavya) or of the
minor form (laghukavya), in poetically designed biographies (carita) or in inscrip-
tions (prasasti), for which they received more detailed instructions. In addition, they
were always being expected to write new plays which were performed on various
state occasions such as the visit of some high-ranking personage, at banquets,
festivals, etc. Another function that tended to devolve on the kavi was to act as
adviser to his sovereign. In this role the poet needed to exercise caution, for the
amour propre of the prince could not be hurt with impunity. He therefore sugared
the pill when necessary and diplomatically wrapped up his counsel in an elegant
package.

While the majority of kavis probably attended poets' meetings and the court only
as travelling poets, there could arise between the established writer, the poet
laureate, and his patron such close bonds that the relationship often endured for
many years, as some sources show. There were cases in which the appointment was
even handed on from father to son, as happened, for instance, at the court of the
Hoysala rulers (1022-1342 A.D.), where a succession of court poets, there entitled
vidyacakravartin48, all came from the same family, the name of which has
unfortunately now been lost. Mighty princes could afford to keep a staff of court
poets and, as we have already seen, their generosity could sometimes be great
indeed, as in the case of Dhoyi(ka), one of the court poets in the employ of
Laksmanasena (1179 to about 1205). At the end of his poem Pavanaduta (The
Wind Messenger) Dhoyi looks back in satisfaction on his life and says: "He who, as
the great ruler over princes among poets49, received from the Gauda King
(Laksmanasena) a troop of elephants, an ornament of gold, a fan and a golden
sceptre, the wise, venerable Dhoyika, has published this poem, like a great mantra
to SarasvatI, for the pleasure of all connoisseurs (101). May I enjoy in (my) re-
incarnation the company50 of sensitive poets, (the gift of) the Vaidarbhl style51 in
speech, an abode near the Ganges, the fine fruits of illustriousness, an inclination
towards all that is good, an appointment as court poet52 to kings and the respect of
the two feet of the consort of Laksmi53 (102). I have won fame in the assemblies of
the learned and completed some word-combinations flowing with nectar that have
pleased kings. May I now spend (the remainder of) my days somewhere by a cliff on
the banks of the river of the gods (the Ganges) devoting myself to Brahma exercises
(104)." These stanzas illustrate very well the honour in which a court poet was held.

48 I.e., Great ruler of the science (of poetry).
49 kaviksmabhrtam cakravartl
50 gosthlbandhah.
51 Among the various styles recognized by poetics Vaidarbhl is known for its clear and

flowing qualities. Its finest exponent was probably Kalidasa.
52 kavitdcdryakam.
53 I.e., Visnu.
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They also emphasize the immense importance of the gosthis and the extremely
close relationship that existed between poetic practice, poetic theory and classical
education.

4. The Training of a Poet

Very little separated the connoisseur from the writer of kavya. This is shown by
the fact that a great many critics themselves wrote poetry and that poets possessed
critical knowledge that was frequently profound. At the very least they had to be
familiar with poetics and allied sciences such as grammar, metrics, lexicography
and semantics, but many of them were in fact pandits. Since they were expected to
deal with things in a factual manner, and in any case the majority liked to embellish
their poetry with learned matter, the sciences that were closely allied in a narrow
sense were not enough and a knowledge of numerous other fields was required,
above all of erotics (kamasastra), logic (nyaya), the arts (kala), political science
(arthasastra) and familiarity with such important sources of literary material as the
epics Ramayana and Mahabharata as well as with the Puranas. <-•

Theorists sum up these disciplines under the heading vyutpatti (also sruta or
abhyasa), translated as "training" or "the acquisition of knowledge", and they
count vyutpatti as being one of the qualifications (kavyahetu) which are necessary
for a practising writer. A man is therefore qualified as a poet if he has poetic
imagination (pratibha)54, possesses the required education (vyutpatti) and constant-
ly devotes himself to exercises (abhiyoga, prayatna) both as a beginner and, later, as
an experienced writer. The second and third requirements for the composition of
kavya, i.e., the study of various sciences and of other authors, and of continually
doing exercises, are often lumped together into one which, also called vyutpatti or
abhyasa, combines reading with practice. Vyutpatti thus summed up is the writer's
experience, his training, which, when fully completed, was often a laborious one to
which the poet usually had to dedicate most of his time, as the description of his
daily routine showed.

In general a writer did these exercises either by himself or under the guidance of
an experienced teacher - a poet or a pandit - or, in the case of a mature author,
among his fellow-poets in the gosthi. The exercises might be designed, for example,
to give mastery of metrical patterns, to practise imitation or to impart skill in
completing intentionally unfinished stanzas. An easier exercise which must have
appealed to beginners consisted in composing stanzas in various forms paying
attention only to euphony and the metrical rules without having to consider
whether the words and the order in which they were used formed a correct sentence.
The following stanza is a good example of this sort of euphonic-metrical exercise.
The verse form is the Indravajra and it has the following pattern:

54 This is the most common term, but Dandin and Vamana use pratibhana and Mammata
uses sakti.



20 S. Lienhard • A History of Classical Poetry

— u
—

- - U

u

u

- - u
- -

— u
u

u

u

u

-

u
—

u

u
-

u
u

u

_y
_y

_u
_y

The choice of words, however, is quite clearly determined by the mellifluous weak
consonants, particularly the link nd:

anandasandohapadaravinda-
kundendukandoditabinduvrndam /

indindirandolitamandamanda-
nisyandanandanmakarandavandyam / /5 5

Another exercise, intended to test the pupil's vocabulary, was to find synonyms
for certain words in a stanza which was often taken from the work of some
prominent poet. Synonym books and other works of reference such as Vopadeva's
dictionary Kavikalpadruma, "The Poet's Wishing-Tree"56, were frequently used for
this exercise. Others, such as Kavlndracarya Sarasvatl's Kavlndrakalpadruma57,
contained models for creative literary work which the author expressly stated were
intended to serve the novice as a kind of poetry primer. An example taken from the
introductory stanza of Kalidasa's Raghuvamsa will illustrate how a vocabulary
exercise may work. The original version runs:

vdg-arthav iva samprktau vag-arthapratipattaye /
jagatah pitarau vande pdrvatl-paramesvarau / / 5 8

The exercise, which also aims at developing metrical skill, now requires that
synonyms be substituted for certain parts of the sentence, in this case the words vac,
samprkta, pitr, parvati and paramesvara. These synonyms must be of the same
length as the words replaced and must fit the metrical system exactly.

vany-arthav iva samyuktau vany-arthapratipattaye /
jagato janakau vande sarvani-sasisekharau Z/59

55 Ksemendra, Kavikanthdbharana 1, 2 1 . The stanza consists of two long compounds
divided equally between the two halves. With the exception of the two final members vrnda
and vandya, the words are prior members arranged in a row one after the other. A translation
might give something like the following meaningless series of words: "Mult i tudes of joy,
lotus-foot, jasmine, moon, drops arisen from roots; (large) bee, swinging, slowly dropping
down, rejoicing, flower-juice, to be venerated."

56 Vopadeva Gosvami , Kav ika lpad ruma , critically ed. by G.B. P A L S U L E , P o o n a 1945
(Sources of Indo-Aryan Lexicography).

57 Cf. J. E G G E L I N G , Cata logue of the Sanskrit Manuscr ip t s in the Library of the India
Office, VII, L o n d o n 1904, N o . 3947.

58 For a translation, see note 29.
59 Ksemendra, be. cit. This sort of substitution may seem to be a contradiction of what

was said on p. 4 ff. regarding the nature of literary texts whose complicated structure does
not admit of any alteration. In this case, however, substitution is merely an exercise and, as
such, certainly useful.
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Other exercises were intended to develop the poet's skill in employing different
words to express the same meaning in one and the same metrical pattern. Thus the
three following lines: a) rajate prthivlpatih, b) sobhate bhumivallabah and c) so
vibhati bhuvo vibhuh are all written in the Sloka metre and all mean: "(there) is
(or: was) the king, radiant (with majesty)".60

Theorists are united in believing that it is when the poet is working under the
above demands that pratibha, "poetic or creative imagination", is of the greatest
importance. It is partly the "flashing upon the thought" (prati-bha) of an
illuminating artistic idea in the mind of the poet and partly the particular ability
(sakti) to turn it to good account, i.e., to utilise the idea in some poem, long or
short, and give it concrete expression in form and content (artha and sabda). Most
critics regard this ability as being a natural (naisargika) gift with which one is born
(sahaja) but, like Dandin and Rudrata, consider it possible that poetic talent, even
when it is not innate, can be acquired to a certain extent by diligent practice and
veneration of the goddess Sarasvati.61 This sort of late development is, however,
always laborious. Dandin, Rudrata, Rajasekhara and others let it clearly be
understood that acquired pratibha is definitely inferior to natural talent. Even
genuine poetic imagination is not a gift from above which descends on a poet more
or less by chance, as is generally supposed. On the contrary, it is an acquired faculty
gained by merit of acts (karman) performed in previous existences which have
influenced the poet's mind in such a way that they have left behind a residue of
latent mental impressions (samskara) which has matured in his present life to
genuine, innate pratibha.62 An acute definition, even by modern standards of
literary criticism, is that given by Abhinavagupta who, when taking up Anan-
davardhana's ideas63, called poetic imagination a sort of intuitive ability (prajna)
which enables the poet continually to create something new64 which strikes the
reader, too, as original.

60 Vrtti on Kdvyakalpalatd 1, 2, 30; see also S.I. POLLOCK, Aspects of Versification in
Sanskrit Lyric Poetry, New Haven, Conn. 1977 (AOS 61), p. 130 f.

61 Exceptions are, for example, Vamana and Jagannatha. Vamana, who accepts genuine
pratibha alone, is of the opinion that any attempt to acquire poetic talent by one's own efforts
can only excite laughter; see Kdvydlamkdrasutravrtti ad 1, 3, 16: yasmdd (i.e., pmtibhdndd)
vind kdvyam na nispadyate nispannam vd hdsydyatanam sydt. Jagannatha, on the other
hand, although also recognizing a single power of imagination (Rasagahgddhara, VBhSG, p.
25: kevald pratibha), sees it as having three origins, sometimes through grace (prasdda)
coming from a god or from a mahdpurusa and sometimes acquired by vyutpatti or abhydsa
{ibid, p. 26).

62 See Dandin, Kdvydd. 1, 104: purvavdsandgundnubandhi pratibhdnam adbhutam; Va-
mana, Kdvydlamkdras. 1 ,3, 16: kavitvabijam pratibhdnam and in his vrtti to this: kavitvasya
bijam kavitvabijam, janmdntardgatasamskdravisesah kascit; similarly Mammata , Kdvyapra-
kdsvrtti ad 1, 3: saktih kavitvabijarupah samskdravisesah kascit; Rajasekhara, Kdvyam. 4
(GOS, p. 12): janmdntarasamskdrdpeksini sahaja; the same thought is to be found in
Abhinavagupta, Abhinavabhdrati 7, 2 (p. 346).

63 Cf. 12 and note 32.
64 apurvavastunirmdnaksama.
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5. The Creative Process

To gain a true understanding of the manner in which the kavi works it is
necessary to bear in mind that most literary theorists do not consider pratibha to be
the only prerequisite for a career as a poet. In fact, none of the three qualifications
we have discussed, poetic imagination, training and practice, is in itself sufficient; it
is, as Mammata expressly states, the combination of all these kavyahetus that
provides the common ground (not: grounds) on which the successful creation and
excellence of poetry may be built.65 Even if poetic imagination was the decisive
factor in the work of some writers, the poet's creative process was nevertheless
strictly regulated by norms the observance and application of which were watched
over by critics, fellow-poets and the gosthls. Classical poets also built their works on
original concepts, but their inspiration was kept strictly within bounds. Their
creative activity had to obey numerous objective laws, which tended to make poetic
composition easier, and it had to follow conventions that laid down in detail the
way in which many themes were to be dealt with. A great many themes and set
phrases turn up again and again and although the rules were originally based on
accepted practice, as in other literatures, they were further developed by theorists
and these developments in their turn subsequently influenced poetic practice. As a
result, what classical poetry offers us is a world that is to a certain extent
predetermined, its raw material partly pre-set. The methods poets employ also show
a tendency towards the reconstruction and reorganization of existing material into
new combinations so that the poetic or artistic element frequently consists merely of
novel, unusual or surprising juxtapositions of two or more standard components.
This stock of themes and the associations that accompany them, which have been
available since far earlier times, have been used by every poet to create situations
and phrases. As he has inherited an exceedingly large number of themes, he
generally chooses only a few of them but, if he is master, he is careful always to find
new combinations, new phrases and similes so as to give his theme or situation the
brilliance of the hitherto unexpressed (apurva) and thereby delight the educated
reader.

This phenomenon is not limited to kavya alone. We find a stock of given themes,
situations and set phrases both in other highly-developed Indian literatures and in
other eras (for instance in European Antiquity and, in India, in Cankam lyrical
poetry written in Tamil) where fixed conventions, well-established by long and
subtle use, relieved the poet of some of his labour. Kavya appears to have been
particularly rich in patterns and set phrases such as these and, in fact, we discover
few aspects of life that have not in some way or other been preconceived and
already shaped, either in toto or in certain details, and which do not provide bricks
that the poet is obliged to use in his construction. This can be studied to advantage

65 Kdvyaprakdsavrtti ad 1, 3: trayah samuditdh, na tu vyastdh, tasya kdvyasyodbhave
nirmdne samulldse ca hetur na tu hetavah.



The Creative Process 23

in short poems (muktaka) and single stanzas from longer works which deal with the
same theme. Let us choose as an example the monsoon, one of the favourite themes
of Indian poetry, the correct literary description of which must contain a whole
series of stereotyped elements. The list includes, for instance, clouds and wind;
showers and lightning; rushing rivers swollen by rain; roads on which the dust has
been laid; dancing, screaming peacocks gladdened by the sight of clouds; herons
accompanying the clouds; the rain-mite;66 ketaki-, kadamba-, nipa-, nimba- and
kutaja-blossom; the nightly love-promenades of young women (abhisarika); the
love-games of the beloved in well-roofed dwellings protected from rain and storm;
the traveller who, eagerly awaited by his beloved, hastens to set out on his journey
home or who has arrived before the outbreak of the monsoon.67 When the poet
wished to deal with the rainy season theme, he would immediately turn to these
stock attributes68 employing at least one if the poem were short. In a longer poem
he would probably use most of them. He could follow traditional practice even
where details were concerned by making use of well-known expressions, similes and
set phrases. When describing a cloud, for instance, he could compare its dark mass
to a drum, a mountain or an elephant, or he could say of clouds that they were
dense (ghana), hanging low (avalambin), bearing a burden of water (toyabrfara), or
describe their denseness as a veil of cloud or a cover of cloud (ghanapatala,
jaladapatala, payodharapatala)69, etc. However, even a tradition that placed as great
an importance as kavya did on common sources which had been handed down
could realise that themes and set phrases might, in the end, become hackneyed. In
order to avoid cliches, the poet could then renew these expressions by making them
highly connotative or ambiguous, thus allowing them to be interpreted differently -
in a spiritual or a witty manner - or use stock phrases and attributes in a new sense.
What was important was that in every phase of the creative process the kavi had to
choose between words from the literary and the non-literary vocabulary. To keep to
our example of a cloud, he could select names like ghana, jlmuta, balahaka, megha,
or ambuda, ambhoda, jalada, nlrada, payoda, varida (bestowing water), ambodhara,
jaladhara, niradhara, payodhara (bearing water), or jalavaha, varivaha (bringing
water), jalamuc, payomuc, varimuc (releasing water), etc. From among these, he
would search for just the expression that suited the context and the metre.70 Let us
look at a few stanzas.

66 Generally called indragopa: a bright-red mite with a velvety skin incorrectly translated
in some dictionaries as "Leuchtkafer", Eng. "fire-fly"; cf. M. M O N I E R - W I L L I A M S , Sanskrit-
English Dictionary. See S. L I E N H A R D , On the Meaning and Use of the Word indragopa, IT 6
(1978), p . 177 ff. and S. L I E N H A R D , Beobachtungen zu einem wenig bekannten kavya-Motiy,
W Z K S 2 2 ( 1 9 7 8 ) , p. 57 ff.

67 It should be stressed that this list does not by any means cover all the possibilities, but
only records the most important structures.

68 I shall use this term borrowed from art history to describe the various phenomena (e.g.
"dancing peacocks") associated with a given theme (in this case, the monsoon theme).

69 Also similar compounds using other words for "c loud".
70 As we have shown (p. 10 f)., compounds such as jalada, jaladhara, jalavaha, jalamuc,

etc. can act as models for other, possibly more complicated names.
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upari ghanam ghanapatalarn tiryag girayo 'pi nartitamayurah /
ksitir api kandaladhavala drstim pathikah kva patayati //71

"On high a dense fabric of cloud. To one side, the mountains with dancing peacocks. The
earth white with blossom: where is the traveller to look?"

In this stanza by Bhartrhari the much-loved phrase ghanapatala (veil of cloud) is
modified by the adjective ghana (dense) which, being a homonym of the noun
(ghana), gives the text greater interest. The poet also introduces a second and third
attribute associated with rain - the dancing peacocks and the traveller.

This semi-automatic technique is pursued even further in another short poem in
which we also find the expression ghanapatala. According to Vallabhadeva, the
author is a poet called Vrddhi, i.e., Bhattavrddhi. He plays with the words "clouds"
(payodhara), "the disappearance of the dust" (rajas) and the "veil of clouds"
(ghanapatala), but reinforces the poetic power of these elements by giving all of
them double meanings:

apagatarajovikara ghanapatalakrantatarakaloka /
lambapayodharamala pravrd iyam vrddhavaniteva 1111

As the first three parts of the sentence, which are all ambiguous, refer both to the
subject and the object of the comparison, we can translate either as: "This monsoon
is like an aged woman; gone is the burden of the dust, clouds veil the light of the
stars and multitudes of clouds hang down" or as ,,This monsoon is like an aged
woman; she is free from the trouble of menstruation, her pupil is covered with
coarse-grained cataract and her breasts hang down."

The comparison of a cloud to a loud drum is made in the two following verses. In
the first, a stanza taken from Magha's Sisupalavadha, dancing peacocks are again
introduced as an indication of the rain theme; in the second, whose author is said to
be a certain Jayamaghava73, kadamba-blossom, a tree whose flowering is characteri-
stic of this season:

ja ladapahkt i r anartayad u n m a d a m kalavilapi ka lap ikadambakam /
kr tasamarjanamardalamandaladhvani jaya nijaya svanasampada / / 7 4

" T h e row of clouds with its fullness of notes, which rumbled (like) the beat of a great many
oiled drums, made the excited flock of sweetly calling peacocks dance ."

atha manasijadigjayabhisamsi
ja ladharadundubhi r a ta tana sabdam /

tadanu tadanujivibhih kadambaih
kavaci tam unmadasa tpadacchalena 7 5 / /

71 Bhartrhari , Srhgdras. 92 (Kosambi, Satakatrayam).
72 Subh. 1738; Subhdsitaratnakosa 231 (which has payodharabhdrd instead of °mdld).
73 Val labhadeva ad Subh. 1758.
74 Sisup. 6, 3 1 .
75 Subh. 1758.
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"Now resounded the rain-cloud drum which proclaimed the world-wide victory of the
(King) God of Love. Then his servants, the kadambas, donned their armour, assuming the
appearance of (dark-coloured) drunken bees."

Both poems are the product of highly-developed verbal artistry and show clearly, as
does other poetry, how consciously Sanskrit writers worked on the construction of a
kavya. Their poems are in fact compositions and grow out of a clearly thought-out
process based on a free but carefully made choice of all the elements. The process
itself is governed by fixed rules which are valid for all poets. Far more important
than the choice of themes, attributes, set phrases and words, however, is another
process taking place at the same time: the organization and co-ordination of these
elements at all levels, which gives the composition the quality of a work of art and,
more than any other single act on the part of the poet, converts his ideas into reality.
We can discern the watchful hand of a conscious artist behind both the above
poems. Mastery of language is revealed in particular in the stanza by Magha, who
was recognized as a virtuoso. In accordance with an increasingly important
tendency, he makes the length of his sentence coincide with the stanza and builds
up his verbal structure within this rhythmic-syntactic framework so that it is highly
alliterative and at the same time shows agreement between expression and content.
What strikes the cultivated reader is the novel use made of the cloud-drum attribute
which Magha clearly associates with the field of music:

Like trained birds, peacocks dance to the thunder of the clouds as if to the music of drums.

Jayamaghava, on the other hand, employs warlike imagery:

Like a king, the god Kama proclaims his victory with drumbeats while those shown as his
followers, the kadambas, put on their shining, dusky armour.76

The reader is shown a new aspect of reality by being presented with an attribute
with which he is thoroughly acquainted in a sense that is new and surprising. In
other words, the poet paints the reader a picture in which all the details are familiar
yet which strikes him as original because they are re-arranged into a quite new
pattern. In both these poems, as in the two previously mentioned, it becomes
evident that attributes are elements which can be handled with considerable
freedom, whereas we recognize set phrases as being formed on typical models which
have a tendency to recur with a fixed word-order if they are in the same sort of
context. Indeed, they may ever* be so much a part of the attribute that they form its
linguistic aspect. Something that set phrases have in common with poetic wording is
that although, like the names of people, animals and things, other words may easily
be substituted for the various elements they contain, they do not willingly change
their structure. A poet using a set phrase meaning "veil of clouds" may replace the

76 The way was prepared for this warlike imagery in the descriptions of rain in the Ram.
and the Rtus. in both of which clouds are compared to an army, a war-drum and a battle-flag;
see V. RAGHAVAN, Rtu in Sanskrit Literature, Delhi 1972 (= Saradiya Jnana Mahotsava
Lecture Series), p. 16 and p. 47.
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prior member of, for example, ghanapatala with some synonym and write
meghapatala, payodharapatala, jimutapatala, etc. This enables almost any set
phrase to be adapted rhythmically or from the assonance/consonance point of view
to the metrical or contextual demands of the passage. We must, however, admit that
in this case none of the variants contain the neat double meaning of ghanapatala -
"veil of clouds" or "thick veil". In Sisupalavadha VI, 31, Magha uses the
expression jaladapankti for "row of clouds" as it is demanded in this context by the
metre and the sound (the preference for the vowel a at the beginning of the stanza),
but it can of course be varied (ambudapankti, jaladharapankti, balahakapankti,
ambudarekha, jaladhararekha, balahakarekha, etc.). Jayamaghava, on the other
hand, chooses the equally euphonious, metrically exactly correct jaladharadundu-
bhi for "cloud drum", which can be replaced in other contexts by meghadundubhi,
payodharadundubhi, meghamardala, payodharamardala, etc.

Attributes occupy a far more important place in the poetic hierarchy than set
phrases. One of their characteristics is that they have been able to preserve their
poetic force throughout the development of kavya due to the fact that it is possible
to use them in ways that create a surprise effect. As they are continually being given
new references, they are the material with which poetic pictures are made. Since the
primary function of attributes was to show characteristics of the theme to be
described, the predominant practice in older phases of kavya was to give a long
sequence of attributes, which usually consisted of merely naming conventional ones
- although in considerable numbers and in some detail - either in a single stanza or
at most in a few. In later times a different procedure was adopted: the aim of the
poet became elaboration. Instead of a multiplicity, a minimum of attributes
appeared in a single stanza: particularly when composing short poems, the poet
now realized his ideas with the aid of only a few attributes which he scrutinized as it
were close-up and, by the clever use of poetic figures (alamkara), similes (upama),
witty interpretations (utpreksa), etc., gave the simple image a new and wider
perspective. Sometimes he sought to confuse the reader, as perhaps Magha did in
the stanza quoted above. We cannot conclusively prove that the word kadambaka in
Sisupalavadha, VI, 31 is really employed with this object in mind, but one might
easily be misled by a superficial reading into thinking that the reference is to the
kadamba-tree. A second reading soon corrects this misapprehension, for kalapi-
kadambaka, taken together, is a sort of periphrastic plural giving the meaning "host
of peacocks". However we judge this passage, this sort of concealed play on words
and other elements is quite typical of literary texts in Sanskrit and Prakrit.

We can follow the development from a sequence of attributes towards a
concentration on only one or two in the following stanzas, all of which contain
references to another conventional attribute associated with the monsoon theme -
the previously mentioned rain-mite, Skt. indragopa(ka), sakragopa(ka). We find a
sequence of attributes in the Ramayana, Kiskindhakanda 28, 41, which is
admittedly only a very small part of a much longer, detailed description of the rainy
season:
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prahrstasannaditabarhinani sasakragopakulasadvalani /
caranti niparjunavasitani gajah suramyani vanantarani //

"Elephants move through charming, wooded strips of land in which peacocks cry joyfully
(and) the juicy grass of which is full of rain-mites and the smell of nipa- and arjuna-
blossom."

The attributes listed here are: peacocks crying joyfully, grass that is juicy because of
rain that has just fallen, rain-mites, nipa- and arjuna-blossom. Vikramarikadevaca-
rita XIII, 37 is also part of a long description of rain. Here the poet has made use of
three attributes only: clouds, fresh grass and rain-mites. Nevertheless they are
linked together into a single united image far better than in the stanza from the Ra-
mayana:

namaty ayam syamalasaspamandalasthitendragopapracayasu varidah /
giristhalisu cyutasakrakarmukabhramad ivodbhrantatadidvilocanah //

"Under the erroneous impression of (having seen) something like a fallen rainbow, the
cloud bows its flashing eyes down to the mountain on whose patches of dark grass there are
hosts of rain-mites."

What we see here is: the red indragopa(ka)s are contrasted with the dark-green grass
on the mountains thus creating the illusion of a red and green rainbow shining on
the mountains where it has fallen. Filled with curiosity, the cloud bends down to
examine the miraculous phenomenon with its eyes, the flashes of lightning.
Uncchavrtti is even bolder: he also uses clouds and indragopas, here called
harigopa(ka)s, but puts them into a most unusual relationship, creating new
constellations which he employs with great poetic effect:

bhrastair meghasukaghatadalitad arkadadimat /
phalair iva mahi pingaih purita harigopakaih I11

"The earth is filled with reddish-brown rain-mites: (they look) like the seeds fallen from a
pomegranate-sun that has been broken into pieces by the hammering of parrots, (i.e.) of the
clouds."

If we sum up the above analyses, we come to the conclusion that classical poets
built up their texts in several layers. Here we should like to emphasize once again
that complicated, interwoven layers are not to be found in non-literary texts of an
ordinary or scientific nature except in rudimentary form. When they do occur it is
due to the influence of poetry, but they are not employed in a poetic manner, are
not connected to each other and, above all, they are not worked out in detail. In ka-
vya, on the other hand, they form a hierarchy in the following order.

Theme

Application78

77 Subh. 1722.
78 I shall employ this term to denote the use to which an at tr ibute is put.
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Attribute(s)

Set phrase(s): Words

If we arrange the components of the above stanzas by Bhartrhari, Bhattavrddhi,
Magha, Jayamaghava, Valmiki and Bilhana according to^this model79, we get:

Monsoon

A cloud looking at the rainbow created by indragopas;
Peacocks dancing to the drum-music of the clouds.

Clouds, rain-mites, peacocks, etc.

Various words for "cloud" such as ghana, jalada, megha, etc.

The order given here is not really as hierarchical as it appears. In fact, the various
levels in a poem are not directly superimposed on one another; rather, they interact
and thereby produce the typical density, the complexity and the structural
formation of poetry. It is a characteristic of kavya that the different layers are
intimately related to each other and that the unity of a text is not to be assessed as
the sum of its parts, but as being due to this relationship and the complicated, often
concealed interplay of the elements.

It is unfortunately not possible here to deal with all the fields in which the poet
must exercise care and accuracy. We may regard suitability (aucitya) as being the
guiding principle employed by the kavi in his choice of metre, word, style or
attribute. On every level of kavya, both from the point of view of sound and of
intellectual content, it helped in the selection of those elements that best fitted the
given theme. We saw above how a certain description governed the choice of
definite attributes as far as content is concerned, and, if we read carefully, we shall
discover that the same desire for accuracy also regulates the choice of similes,
words, attributes and their application. They are all selected with an eye to their
suitability and should be attuned as closely as possible to the sense of a stanza or to
the atmosphere of a longer passage, a chapter or, indeed, even of a whole kavya. In
Sarga XXII of Bhatti's Rama poem, usually known as Bhattikavya, it is certainly
not by chance, but by intention that Bhatti chooses the PraharsinI (rejoicing) metre
for two passages. Chapter XXII, which describes Rama and Sita's final return to
Ayodhya, is the closing song of the poem. In stanzas 26 and 27 this metre, which
moves briskly and expresses joy (notice the finite verb nananda, "rejoiced")80,
emphasizes Rama's pleasure when, looking down from his air-borne chariot
Puspaka, he beholds Mount Citrakuta and the Ganges beneath him:

79 For the structure of classical Tami l lyrical poetry, cf. K.V. ZVELEBIL, Tami l Literature,
Wiesbaden 1974 (HIL X , 1), p. 26 ff.

80 Ksemendra {Suvrttatilaka II, 19) and others attest to the power of this metre to convey
joy.
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ete te munijanamandita digantah
sailo 'yam lulitavanah sa citrakutah /

gangeyam sutanu visalatiraramya
maithilya raghutanayo disan nananda //

"(Behold) here the regions embellished by (the presence of) ascetics, here Mount Citrakuta
with its undulating forests and there, oh slim one81, the broad banks of the lovely Ganges.
The descendant of Raghu82 rejoiced to show (all this) to Maithill81."

Another example: The first song in the Raghuvamsa describes the visit of King
Dillpa and his consort to the grove of ascetics presided over by the sage Vasistha.
Stanza 56 relates how they meet the guru after he has performed the twilight
ceremonies. Kalidasa portrays the scene in two short similes which may seem
somewhat trivial at first sight. A re-reading, however, reveals an important
characteristic of the poet's method. In this passage the seer Vasistha, who has great
experience of sacrifices and has been credited with composing a large number of
Rgveda hymns, and his wife Arundhati are compared by Kalidasa with concepts
taken from the vocabulary of sacrifice and not with ideas casually chosen from some
other field of life. This is correct from the poetic point of view and is also in
agreement with the principle of aucitya:

vidheh sayantanasyante sa dadarsa taponidhim /
anvasitam Arundhatya svahayeva havirbhujam //

"At the conclusion of the twilight rites (King Dillpa) saw the treasure of asceticism83, like a
fire accompanied by the sacrificial cry 'svaha', whom83 Arundhati was assisting."

Observe that the simile is constructed with careful attention to gender: Vasistha is
compared to fire, which is masculine in Sanskrit; Arundhati to 'svaha', which is
feminine. As slips are to be found even in the work of important poets, it is not
unimportant to note the great pains Kalidasa has taken to be accurate.

One does not have to read many literary texts before being struck by this
endeavour to achieve accuracy. It is never the aim of a poet merely to give a
beautiful poetic rendering of a theme. Going further than our conception of pure
aesthetic effect, he attempts to build up the theme correctly, from the objective
point of view, that is to say to choose the right attributes, the right associations, etc.
It is one of the characteristics of classical Indian poetry that the desire to give an
exact description of an object extends down to the smallest details, which are
carefully worked out so as to reflect the need to find the most appropriate
expression for each attribute, the most suitable simile, etc. These strict requirements
were not always easy to fulfil, for the author always ran the risk of discovering that
he had neglected to pay sufficient attention to the poetic side of his work or to its
scientific, learned aspects. The long history of kavya shows that it was, in fact,
perfectly possible to meet all these requirements. The delicate balance between

81 I.e., SIta.
82 I.e., Rama .
83 Vasistha.
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poetic genius and exact description is masterfully mainta ined in quite a few poems
and, as we shall see in the next section, both readers and listeners, the connoisseurs,
were highly conscious of the fact that each of these two aspects formed part of the
enjoyment of poetry. Discussions in critical works and in commentar ies to
individual kavyas take u p questions both of expression and of content and let it
clearly be understood that , in their opinion, the presence of factual errors will
d immish the value of a kavya.

We must judge the nature and personality of the classical Indian poet from a quite
different s tandpoint than that taken when considering writers in the Western
tradition or modern authors . Above all it would be wrong to th ink of h im as being
in some way related to the European idea of a Romant ic poet - drunk with
daemonic inspiration, his head in the clouds, writing to fulfil his artistic nature.
Wi th the exception of certain holy men belonging to later religious groups or sects
in whom a burning devotion to God (bhakti), mixed in some cases with Tantr ic
beliefs, might lead to transports of spontaneous poetry8 4 , and also with the possible
exception of the Vedic poet-seer, the concept of the undisciplined poet autoschedia-
stically composing great works with a sort of somnambulis t ic certainty is entirely
alien to the Indian tradit ion. The att i tude of the kavi was totally different. He
worked at his text in a deliberate manne r and, governed by a host of rules and
norms, put his lines carefully together. In actual fact, hardly any Sanskrit or Prakrit
poems give a hint of a state resembling Cicero's afflatus quasi furoris. If the Indian
poet could create imagery that far exceeded in boldness anything that his Western
counterpar t produced, his methods of work and even his poetic imagination
(pratibha) were constantly held in check. Moreover, definite procedures such as the
realization of the poet 's intentions in similes containing several members , in
paronomasia (slesa) or in the implied (dhvani) left n o room for the bl ind dictates of
grandiose inspiration. It was one of the condit ions of kavya not only that the
message should conform to the poetic codex in the narrow sense, bu t also that it
should be factually correct. Natural ly, this did not mean that the classical poet was
not free to follow a flash of inspiration or some subconscious menta l process if he
wished. What was essential was that whatever he wrote, whether it was the result of
plodding labour or of inspiration, should be submitted to rigorous criticism, have its
accuracy checked and be corrected if necessary. I have already dilated on the
importance of kavyagosthls and similar meetings in this connection. We have also
seen85 that the disciplined poet was not prepared to write haphazardly and at
irregular intervals but set aside a definite period of t ime for each step in the creative
process, including re-reading, revision and improvement . It cannot be denied that
this conscientious, somewhat h ide-bound att i tude of authors to their work had a
conservative effect and is therefore partly responsible for the great unity -
uniformity even - of classical poetry. We observe t ime and again that the differences
between one poet and another as far as their manner of writing is concerned are no t

84 One of the best examples is the Bauls of Bengal.
85 Seep. 14 f.
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normally in essentials. They seldom contravene either the themes or the forms
sanctioned by tradition, but are clearly a matter of detail. As the history of kavya
shows, individual authors sought renewal and effect primarily through profundity
and, when attempting something new, did not allow the novelty of their work to
express itself in drastic changes but rather in ever greater refinement, by surpassing
either earlier poetry or, more commonly, similar works by other poets.

6. Readers and Critics

A natural consequence of the prerequisites and particular nature of classical
poetry was that kavya literature, whether in Sanskrit or in one of the Middle Indian
languages86, did not appeal to a wide public. It is true that it flowered for an
unusually long time with a richness and volume that is impressive, but true
understanding of this poetry was by no means achieved at first sight, as our survey
of the creative process indicated. If we wish to judge its effects on its time and on
society, we must, however, not fall into the common error of thinking that it was
the province solely of the rich and the socially privileged. On the contrary, it was a
matter that concerned everyone with education, and its communicative and artistic
aspects were directed precisely at these people. Kavya could also be enjoyed by the
poor, but educated and well-read Brahman.

Only in readers as highly educated as the poet himself could one expect to find
complete understanding of the artistic quality of a literary text and the ability to
subject it to a critical analysis. Such readers were well prepared for literature of this
kind and could assimilate not only the poetic whole, but also the separate elements
which had been welded together into an entity. This education went far beyond a
mere knowledge of Sanskrit and Prakrit which, as literary languages, were to some
extent Kunstsprachen. They had ceased to be living languages before the emergence
of classical poetry. The reader or listener had a command not only of the literary
language, its means of expression and style, but was also familiar with the sources
and technique of poetry. Naturally he knew the Epics and Puranas which, if the
poet did not himself invent his subject matter, were a rich mine of all sorts of
themes for the major form of kavya (drama and mahakavya). He also had a
knowledge of metrics, decorative figures (alamkara), the theory of the sentiments
(rasa) and the implied (dhvani); indeed, he might even be a specialist in some other
branches of science as well. He possessed, in short, the measure of general
knowledge that was the prerequisite for an appreciation of classical poetry. This
appreciation was to some extent recognition of the norms that were applied by the
poet at any time which, being part of the poetic canon, were the most important
tools in the hands of poet and reader alike. When reading poetry one's interest was

86 The kavya tradition was carried on in New Indian literatures both in the north and in
the south and was consciously revived, for instance, in the poetry of the so-called Rltikdl in
Hindi poetry.
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at the same time engaged in detecting the variations, original concepts and
refinements the work contained. Whereas a single quick reading was often sufficient
for ordinary texts, the appreciation of a poem required constant repetition, re-
reading and comparison with earlier pages. To assimilate a poem, the reader
generally read it through as a whole in order to grasp the underlying sentiment
(rasa), then looked through the text for its merits (guna) or defects (dosa). Finally,
after much searching backwards and forwards, he would arrive at understanding of
the slight alterations and innovations, which would frequently lead to his experi-
encing camatkara, the astonishment aroused in a reader by surprise and joy.

The educated man was well versed not only in the subject matter (vastu) of kavya
as handed down by older sources, he was also thoroughly conversant with the
individual themes. If, for example, he intended to read a mahakavya, he knew
perfectly well that he might expect to find in it descriptions of such things as "a
town, a sea, a mountain, the seasons, the rising of the sun and moon, of games in
pleasure gardens or in water, of carousals and of amorous festivals, of disappoint-
ments, weddings and the birth of a prince, of councils, messages and military
expeditions, of battles and of the victorious deeds of heroes".87 However, the reader
would also expect to come across certain standard types of phrasing, attributes or
other details. We have already considered a number of these elements in connection
with descriptions of the monsoon period.88 Let us take a few examples from this
bewildering array of stock attributes, the way in which they are applied and other
conventions which, because they are compulsory ingredients in poetic usage, have a
strong tendency to become standardized and pre-formed in style and language: the
red asoka89, the amaranth90 and the kimsuka-tree91 all blossom in springtime.
While a great many authors make poetic use of the superstition that the asoka-tree
does not blossom until the foot of a beautiful woman has touched it, other texts like
to associate the tree with a play on the words asoka: soka or asoka: sasoka, thus
giving a pleasing contrast between the supposedly free-from-trouble (a-soka) tree
and young people hopelessly in love and bowed down by troubles.92 Other signs of
spring are the cuckoo's call and the humming of bees. Summer scenes conjure up
pictures of scorching heat, particularly that of midday, of forest fires, of drought and
stillness. Even love-games languish. Now shower-baths and moonlit nights are
refreshing, or sandalwood paste which, rubbed on women's breasts, revives them.
Animals, too, exhausted by the heat, lie still in the shade and even bitter enemies
like the peacock and the snake are peaceful neighbours. In summer the sirisa93 in
flower is beautiful, but sorrow and melancholy make the traveller depressed: he is
consumed by longing for home and the beloved, or sometimes he is enticed by the
dark-eyed beauty by the wayside who deceitfully offers the weary wanderer drink

87 Dandin, Kdvyad. 1, 16-17.
88 P.23ff.
89 Jonesia asoka.
90 Skt. kurabaka.
91 Butea frondosa.
92,93 See page 33.
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and lodging. In autumn the sugar-cane and the rice ripen. While brooks and streams
again start to flow in their beds and the lotus94 flowers in pools and ponds, birds of
passage prepare for their departure. This is not the time when peacocks cry aloud,
heralding the arrival of clouds and rain, but the time when geese95 cry pleasingly,
especially the bar-headed goose96, which poets always describe as white and
dignified. Neither is this the time of the kadamba-, kuta-, nimba- or arjuna-tree,
which also indicate rain97, but of the seven-leafed tree98 which flowers magnificent-
ly in the autumn. Love takes its rightful place again, and the flower that stands both
for the early99 and the real winter100, the coldest time of the Indian year, is the white
jasmine.101 Descriptions of people also use stereotyped characteristics: girls and
women shoot well-directed, wounding looks from the corners of their eyes. They
have moon or lotus faces, graceful liana arms, lotus feet, narrow waists with three
folds of skin round the navel as a sign of beauty, heavy, firm breasts, broad hips

92 The use of the asoka motif and the formulae associated with it may be briefly illustrated
with the following stanzas:
Ram., 4, 1, 59:
kaminam ayam atyantam asokah sokavardhanah /
stabakaih pavanotksiptais tarjayann iva mam sthitah //

"Here - 'free from trouble ' - stands the asoka tree, which endlessly increases the troubles of
lovers (and) whose clusters (of blossom), shaken by the wind, seem to threaten me."

Buddhac. 4, 45:
asoko drsyatam esa kamisokavivardhanah /

"Behold, here (is) the 'free-from-trouble' (tree, the asoka), which increases the suffering of
lovers."

Rtus. 6, 16:
a mulato vidrumardgatdmram sapallavdh puspacayam dadhdndh /
kurvanty asoka hrdayam sasokam nirlksyamdnd navayauvandndm //

" T h e - 'free from t rouble ' - asokas, which wear a mant le of blossom on their twigs as red as
coral - down to their roots - trouble the hearts of girls (when they) see ( them)."

Raghuv. 8, 63 :
smarateva sasabdanupuram carandnugraham anyadurlabham /
amund kusumdsruvarsind tvam asokena sugdtri socyase //

"Beautiful-limbed one, sorrow is felt for you by that asoka which (although it is free from
troubles) sheds blossom-tears as if it were remembering (the) favour of (your) foot furnished
with tinkling rings, (a favour) which others have difficulty in obtaining."

93 Acacia Sirissa.
94 Skt. kamala, saromha, saroja, pahkaja, etc.
95 Skt. hamsa.
96 Skt. rdjahamsa.
v See p. 23.
98 Skt. saptacchada, Alstonia scholaris.
99 Skt. hemanta.

100 Skt. sisira.
101 Skt. kunda.
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swelling out like sandbanks in a river or a sea, and thighs which invite bold
comparisons with the trunk of an elephant or a banana tree. While their shy and
restless eyes remind one of gazelles, their bowed carriage102 and languid gait
resemble geese. Kings and heroes, on the other hand, walk like bulls, have shoulders
as broad as a lion's and long arms that reach down to their knees. In comeliness they
can only be compared to Kama, the god of love, and as far as character is concerned
they are always described as self-controlled, eloquent and resolute.

The educated reader knew all these and other details: What he could not know -
and this was the source of a considerable part of the special enjoyment of reading
kavya - was how all this familiar material would emerge from the creative process.
Every poet makes use of this uncertainty felt by the connoisseur to look at things
from a new perspective, to use a phrase that is surprising because it occurs in an
unexpected context and, not least important, continually to make new combina-
tions out of even the smallest units in his verbal arsenal. Just as the poet's
inspiration is shown mainly in the presentation, often in the details and refinements
of a few lines, so the connoisseur's attitude to the poem is characterized by the fact
that it is not the subject matter or the theme as such that primarily arouses his
interest and gives him the pleasure of discovering something new, but the manner of
presentation - the "how" rather than the "what". For the reader, the individuality
and unique quality of any work resides chiefly in the way in which the poet has
handled the traditional, predetermined elements which belong to kavya. He sees the
special qualities of a work above all in the individual details, new points, often in
the elaborateness of the composition but, with the exception of dramatic works,
pays little attention to the text as a whole which, even in poetry of the major form,
is often completely eclipsed by the brilliance of a complete mastery of art on a small
scale displayed in a section, a single stanza or even in a sentence.

Although some kavyas strike a genuinely personal note, for instance Jayadeva's
Gitagovinda and numerous stanzas by Bhavabhuti, writers seldom allow themselves
to obtrude. This concealment of the poet's own personality is quite natural, for
classical poets do not work in a realistic tradition or attempt to convey their own
experience; they write according to the conventions of kavya, which ring changes
on familiar subject material, themes and attributes and, by doing so, hallow ancient
usage.

When judging poetry, style cannot be regarded as a reliable guide to a writer's
originality or temperament. As far as kavya is concerned, it is exceedingly difficult
to differentiate between collective and individual peculiarities in style. A poet's style
does not aim at being subjective; like the other elements from which this
intellectual poetry is constructed it obeys objective rules. The two most important
styles (riti) are Vaidarbhi from southern India and Gaudi103 from the east. The

102 T h e poet ic convent ion is that a young woman ' s body leans forward because of the
weight of her full breasts.

103 In addi t ion to these two, a certain impor tance mus t be at tached to the western (Lati)
and nor thern (PancatT) styles. Those from Magadha (MdgadhT) and Avant i (Avantika) are,
however, of little impor t ance to poetry.



Readers and Critics 35

former is famous for its lucidity and flowing manner; the latter is a complete
contrast, being fond of long and difficult compound words. A poet using these or
other styles has little freedom of action as he is obliged to conform to the rules
governing the correct proportion of well-known stylistic elements.104 The choice of
style may be determined by the genre, as a particular style is required for certain
categories of literature. Kavis may also employ different styles within one and the
same poem, even within a single stanza, if the theme so demands.105 This is
particularly noticeable in later poetry. Since the beginning of the eighth century at
the latest it has become increasingly clear that both erotic (srngararasa) and sad or
pathetic (karunarasa) themes prefer Vaidarbhl while heroic (virarasa), repulsive or
nauseous (bibhatsarasa) or furious (raudrarasa) poetry tends to be written in the
heavier and more verbose Gaudi style. As the style chosen is an integral part of the
inner coherence of a work, a section or a stanza it cannot be a means of personal
expression cultivated by any single poet once and for all. Style is never definable on
the basis of a poet's individual characteristics; the viewpoint adopted by the work,
the genre and the theme must also be taken into consideration.

The reader or listener discovers the special qualities that a poem (and its author)
wishes to emphasize by paying close attention to the handling of details. He
recognizes them, as already stated, by the fine variations from the norm, by new
combinations of the fixed poetic material specified for certain descriptions, themes
and attributes. He also recognizes them by the way in which figures (alamkara) are
constructed, the manner in which information is presented in each sentence or
stanza and by the suitability (aucitya) of both sound and sense-bearing elements.
Most important of all, he recognizes them by the skill with which the poet has
combined those fixed elements into new variations and thereby created the
sentiment (rasa) he wished to produce. It is therefore not surprising that the
descriptive names given to some kavis such as dipasikha-Kalidasa, "torch-flame
Kalidasa", and ghanta-Magha, "bell Magha", do not allude to any general
characteristic of their works but to a definite detail in a definite stanza; in these
examples to particularly successful similes. That this should be so is in perfect
accord with the outlook of the typical Indian reader. In the case of Kalidasa the
reference is to Raghuv. VI, 67, in which the poet compares Indumati to the flame of
a torch. The beautiful princess, the sister of King Bhoja, is about to make her choice
of a husband and moves along the line of princely suitors, who are presented to her
one by one by her servant Sunanda, the educated guardian of the women's quarters:

sarncarinl dipasikheva ratrau yam yam vyatiyaya patimvara sa /
narendramargatta iva prapede vivarnabhavam sa sa bhumipalah //

104 This p ropor t ion is achieved by employing certain definite stylistic meri ts (guna)-and
avoiding certain stylistic defects (dosa). However , under certain c i rcumstances it is correct to
choose an e lement that is normal ly regarded as defective, as critics have confirmed.

105 T o give one example , the first half of stanza 33 in Mahdvirac. II is in Gaudi, the second
half in Vaidarbhl; see V.V. M I R A S H I , Bhavabhut i : His Da te , Life and Works , Delhi -Varanasi -
Pa tna 1974, p . 314.
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"When, choosing a husband, she walked like the rays of a moving torch at night past each
(of the princes, then) each prince grew pale as a tower in the King's street (grows dark again
after being briefly illuminated by the light of a torch)."

Ghanta-MSgha was also given his descriptive name with reference to a bold simile
which evidently appealed strongly to his readers. In Sisup. IV, 20 he compares
Mount Raivataka seen in the light of both the setting moon and the rising sun to an
elephant. This in itself is the conventional simile; classical poetry frequently
compares a mountain to a big grey elephant. Magha, however, creates an entirely
new and surprising image by seeing the sun and moon hanging like bells, one on
each flank of the elephant:

udayati vitatordhvarasmirajjav ahimarucau himadhamni yati castam /
vahati girir ayam vilambighantadvayaparivaritavaranendralilam //

"While the sun is rising with widespread upward ropes of rays and the moon prepares to
set, the mountain plays the part of a mighty elephant whose load'is two dangling bells."

Observe here the reference to the sun as ahimaruci, "(having) a not cold light", a
neologism contrasting with the name given to the moon, himadhaman, "place of
cold". Note also the skilfully used figure106 rasmirajju, "(the sun's) ropes of rays",
which rounds off the image conjured up by the poet: the mountain is compared to
an elephant and the sun and moon to bells, while the rays of the sun are the ropes
that support the load of bells. Also worth noting is the intentional poetic ambiguity
contained in the word vitata which, when referring to the sun means "widespread",
"far-reaching" but which means "put on", "spread out"107, etc. when referring to
the ropes. This stanza makes it possible to sense the outlines of the two most
important characteristics in the attitude of Indian readers. As their interest in
literary texts is partly directed towards recognizing the norms handed down by
tradition and poetic theory, Magha's comparison of Mount Raivataka to an
elephant fulfils their expectations. We may assume that in the early days of poetry
the mere fact that readers recognized the correct application of the norm gave them
a feeling of aesthetic satisfaction. Later, when kavya was fully developed, the
educated reader took a further step towards the central experience in the
understanding of poetry. This was the awareness of special effects, of hitherto-never-
seen (adrstapurva) images revealed by the text. As we have seen, Mount Raivataka is
not merely compared to an elephant, like any other mountain; the norm is rendered
more complicated and it is compared to a splendid elephant on each of whose
flanks a bell is hanging. It is easy to see that the classical poet, the person who
actually handles the largely stereotyped imagery and language, has first rejuvenated
kavya by employing the technique of elaborating and deepening the imagery and
later used his bold artistic skill to break with the old model, a development which

106 A rupaka, a kind of brief simile or me taphor in which the tenor and the vehicle
combine into a single word.

107 Compare the phrase rajjum vitanoti, "(he) puts on a rope, spreads out a rope" .
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made comprehension more difficult. For the educated reader, who was the equal of
the kavi, the detection of the deepened imagery, of the fine embroidery of the
attributes etc. and the new view of things shown him by the poet resulted in a
sensation of camatkara; that is to say he experienced an aesthetic astonishment
bringing feelings of delight which led to a multiple vision of the point presented to
him by the poet. This is often rightly regarded as the essence of the enjoyment of
kavya.

The comprehension of a literary text requires a different technique from that used
for an ordinary text. Whereas one study of the latter is generally sufficient to give
understanding, a poetic text needs to bfe deciphered. This not only involves the
continual re-reading of earlier passages but requires the reader to pay close attention
to the minutest elements in each sentence. The process will result in the reader
making illuminating discoveries both in early and later passages. Besides fulfilling
their normal poetic function, a great many details have the additional task of acting
as denotative signals, particularly in descriptions connected with certain attributes
and set phrases. They are used by the poet, sometimes generously, sometimes
sparingly, as diagnostic signs to give the educated reader a key to the interpretation
of the text. A similar phenomenon may be observed in Indian miniature painting,
an art-form related to short poems and single stanzas. Here also there are markers to
help the beholder to identify for example which phase in a love story, the particular
situation or what sort of lovers are being described. In a miniature portraying the
development of a love story the miniaturist will show the dark-blue night sky and
the beautiful beloved, the abhisarika, on her way to her lover, but in addition to
these standard elements of the theme he will also include the menacing snake lying
in wait by the side of the road or the flash of lightning which treacherously
illuminates the jewels in the woman's ornaments. In the following lines by an
anonymous poet108 the heron motif skilfully introduced into the first line of the
stanza acts as an important marker. In fact it would hardly be possible to interpret
the stanza correctly without it. The heron, often shown accompanying clouds, is an
indication of the approaching monsoon.109 Here it indicates to the alert reader that
the event described must be taking place in the rainy season, the last moment for
returning from journeys in foreign parts. From this the reader deduces that the
husband of the woman described in the stanza has not returned and that the woman
herself, a prositabhartrka110, is therefore prepared to die:

•08 Subhasitaratnakosa No. 727. See The Subhasitaratnakosa compiled by Vidyakara, ed.
by D.D. KOSAMBI and V.V. GOKHALE, Cambridge, Mass. 1957 (HOS 42), p. 133 and An
Anthology of Sanskrit Court Poetry, Vidyakara's 'Subhasitaratnakosa' translated by D.H.H.
INGALLS, Cambridge, Mass. 1965 (HOS 44), p. 236.

109 Cf. p.23f.
no One of the most important types of lovers (ndyikd): "the beloved whose husband is

away"-
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etam mlanim upagatam srajam iva tyaktva tanum durvaham
esaham sukhini bhavami na sahe tivram viyogavyatham //

"Oh thou beloved, thou peerless row of pearls at the heart of heavenly beauty: Hi Oh line
of herons! Tell that man that he should fear for his life. Here I (now) cast down my
withered (thin) body, so hard to bear, like a garland of flowers. I shall be happy. I can no
longer bear the cutting pain of (agonizing) separation."

The stanza shows very clearly how a certain word or motif - in this case the heron
motif- can provide a key to the interpretation of the poetic message. It gave readers
pleasure to recognize and evaluate such markers which, as they were quite familiar
with the technique of kavya, they generally comprehended quickly and without
difficulty. They mentally assimilated the stanza in a typical step-by-step decipher-
ment process. Each discovery led to greater insight which, in its turn, resulted in
further discoveries and increased understanding of the whole stanza. We have
therefore cause to re-read and ponder on the comparison of the line of herons with a
pearl necklace in the above poem. As well as comparing each bird with a" pearl in
the necklace, the poet hints at the colour of their feathers - pearl-grey. Another
discovery that the reader will slowly make is in the third line, where the poet has
employed one of the well-known linguistic peculiarities commonly found in kavya:
a tendency to ambiguity and the use of adjective- and participle-modifiers which
qualify two words simultaneously instead of only one as in ordinary speech. The
expressions mlanim upagata, "withered", and durvaha, "hard to bear" do not
qualify only tanu, "body"; they can just as easily qualify sraj, "garland of flowers",
especially as it was in no way unusual for a poet to describe the body of the love-
sick woman as withered or the garland she wore as unbearable and irritating. The
line etam mlanim upagatam srajam iva tyaktva tanum durvaham could thus be
interpreted either as "(here I now cast off) this withered, almost unendurable body
like a withered, almost unbearable garland of flowers" or, bearing in mind the fact
that tanu can mean "thin" as well as "body", as "(Here I now cast off) this thin,
withered, almost unendurable body like a thin, withered, almost unbearable garland
of flowers", thereby adding yet another dimension to this already rich line.
Interpretations such as these are facilitated by the fact that in Sanskrit and Middle
Indian languages there is no hard and fast word-order, particularly where metrical
texts are concerned.

It is characteristic of literary works that understanding never ceases to grow.
Successive generations of readers and critics have brought to light aspects,
refinements and effects that were hidden from their predecessors. Many of these
attempts to expound the meaning of a poem have made a lasting mark on the
multitude of commentaries on poetry, many of which were written by authors of
note. They generally commented on their kavyas both from the point of view of
grammar and of literary theory and, as the more famous a poem was the more
critical writings there were, they throw light on the development of criticism, at
least to some extent. These explanations, complemented by certain critical

11' Literally, "at the heart of the (goddess of) beauty (whose name is) Heaven", a rupaka.
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arguments in theoretical works on poetry, provide us with a basic structure of
possible interpretations which is indispensible to our understanding of kavya,
particularly as classical poetry has grown more difficult in the course of its
development. The commentaries in no way exhaust all the possibilities even of
those poems that have been minutely examined since interpretations given to poetic
works have varied with the passage of years and later generations have discovered
new aspects in them, sometimes, indeed, aspects that the author had not intended.
In Meghaduta I, 10, Kalidasa describes the faithful beloved counting the days to the
return of her husband.112 He adds the following aphorism as a sort of justification,
giving it the form of an arthantaranyasa113, one of his favourite figures:

asabandhah kusumasadrsam prayaso hy angananam
sadyah pati pranayi hrdayam viprayoge runaddhi //

"In the separation from her lover, it is mainly the bonds of hope that hold back the loving,
flowerlike, easily-broken woman's heart".

This paraphrase follows the interpretation given by Mallinatha (14th century), one
of the most important Indian commentators to whom we are indebted for an
explanatory work, the SamjIvinT, another commentary to the much .analyzed
Meghaduta. However, the paraphrase does not fully develop the meaning of the
lines. As another commentator, the Jaina scholar Caritravardhana, has correctly
pointed out, the word asabandha in this context has a second meaning, "cobweb",
so that a more accurate translation would be: "In the separation from her lover, it is
mainly the bonds of hope that hold back the loving, flowerlike, easily-broken
woman's heart - (as) a cobweb (holds back the easily-broken flower)." Mallinatha
paraphrases hrdaya, "heart", with jivita, which makes understanding easier. In fact
danger threatens the life of the Yaksa's beloved; if she falls into despair she will fade
away, but the bonds of hope will keep her safe (asabandho runaddhi) or, in the
opinion of another Jaina commentator on Meghaduta114, "will hold her back from
death". For according to the ancient Indian theory of erotics (kamasastra), which
Indian poets and theorists naturally studied and applied, death is the tenth and last
stage of love.

As the understanding of poetry is constantly being deepened, the significance of
further details in a work of art may become apparent with the passage of time. It
will therefore be no surprise to find that modern readers have also discovered
hitherto unsuspected aspects in various kavyas. As a typical, though not momen-
tous example, let us look at the double meaning found by a contemporary Indian
scholar115 in Meghaduta II, 16. Kalidasa mentions the peacock in the Yaksa's

H2 See p. 5.
113 "The introduction of another object", a poetic figure that re-affirms what has already

been said by quoting some suitable dictum, proverb or general truth.
114 Sugamanvaya Vrtti. A Late Commentary in Jaina Sanskrit on Kalidasa's Meghaduta by

the Jaina Muni Sumativijaya, Critically Edited with an Introduction and Explanatory and
Critical Notes by W.H. MAURER, I, Poona 1965.

115 S.V. SOHONI, Two Peacocks in the Cloud Messenger of Kalidasa, JBORS 42 (1956), pp.
164-167.
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garden in the distant city of Alaka; in fact, like several other things about the house,
it is one of the distinctive features that make it easy for the cloud to find its way
there. He refers to this peacock as nilakanthah suhrdah, "to the peacock, the friend
(of the cloud)". Now both nilakantha, literally "blue-necked", and suhrda, "good-
hearted", have other very well-known meanings: "peacock" and "friend" respecti-
vely. In the opinion of S.V. Sohoni the two words have been selected with
deliberation and great care. The whole stanza runs as follows:

tanmadhye ca sphatikaphalaka kancanl vasayastir
mule baddha manibhir anatipraudhavamsaprakasaih /

talaih sinjavalayasubhagair nartitah kantaya me
yam adhyaste divasavigame nilakanthah suhrdah //

"In the middle (i.e., between the asoka- and the kesara-tree) there is a golden post: (on it is)
mounted a crystal seat and its root is studded with jewels which have the sheen of young
bamboo. On this, in the evening perches (our)116 friend, (the) peacock, which my dearest
causes to dance (in the daytime) with the rhythm (which) her tinkling bracelets (make)".

Sohoni draws attention to the play of colours in the stanza: it is evening and dark,
yet the peacock's golden perch shines forth and the jewels glow green like bamboo
("emerald-green" according to Mallinatha and Caritravardhana). Guided by this
context, Sohoni attaches to the word nilakantha not only the meaning "peacock"
but also its original meaning of "blue-necked". In the same way, he wishes both
meanings of suhrdah to be understood, i.e., "friend" and "with a beautiful breast".
If we follow him in this, the passage will then read: " . . . (my) friend with the
beautiful breast, the blue-necked peacock". "A cameo of extraordinarily fine colour
effects was intended. When, ordinarily, darkness would have set in, jewels in Alaka
shone brilliantly with their own light. That is why a direct reference was made to
jewels illuminating this scene with rays of light of a certain colour. This was green
light, comparable in its jets with the green arcs of 'not too old bamboo plants'. The
pencils of light from these jewels appeared to be like plants having roots in the
golden roost. Thus is formed a picture of a yellow stick studded with jewels emitting
green light in curves, with the exception of its centre on which was fixed a crystal
tablet. Every literary reference to 'sphatika' which one may collect from literature in
Gupta period showed that this material was used for securing reflections. . . . The
peacock retired there for the night . . . amidst soothing curved beams of green
efflorescence, as picturesque as bamboo groves. The beauty of the picture was
further increased by the employment of two carefully selected words, viz., 'ni-
lakantha' and 'suhrd' (sic!) both carrying double meanings. The peacock looked
pretty with its blue neck among cascades of green light; and it had a well-shaped
chest as well."117

It is clear that kavya originally appealed only to a limited circle. The learned
connoisseur familiar with kavya and the theory of kavya was the reader par

116 Addressed to the cloud.
in SOHONI, op. cit., p. 166.
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excellence, and he is variously referred to in Sanskrit texts as sahrdaya, the
"congenial (reader)", rasajna, rasika, the "connoisseur of sentiment" or simply sat,
vidvat, sudhi or vidagdha, the "experienced", "knowledgeable". As the last of these
epithets indicates, the connoisseur is above all a learned man. Early theorists
expressly stated the value they put upon his bahusrutatva, the "breadth of his
knowledge". In later times, however, when the implied (dhvani), sentiment (rasa)
and feeling (bhava) came to be recognized as central to poetry, then the connoisseur
became the expert on sentiment whose main interest was focused on the degree of
sentiment achieved at any given time. He transcended the didactic elements in the
poem and derived his enjoyment purely from the rasa it contained. Usually,
however, the terms rasajna and sahrdaya are interchangeable and it was generally
true that the sensitive connoisseur, or scholar-critic as one might perhaps call him,
was the recognized arbiter of the worth of a kavya: he praised what he considered
successful but, even more important, passed authoritative judgement on errors, both
in the narrow poetic sense such as faulty metre or incorrectly used figures, and on
any sort of factual inaccuracy. Poets always had to keep the scholar-critic in mind
when composing a kavya, which explains why the foreword or epilogue of a major
poem often expressed the hope that it would meet with their approval. Kavis
sometimes even went so far as to admit quite openly, like Bhatti, the author of the
famous Bhattikavya, that their work was addressed only to the intelligent and highly
educated reader, to the connoisseur.

According to Rajasekhara both poet and connoisseur possess the same poetic
imagination (pratibha), though in one it is genuinely creative (karayitri), in the
other imaginatively re-creative (bhavayitri)118. Even in the latter's case it is not a
purely receptive or passive faculty, as we have seen, but functions in the process of
assimilation as an active force which is part of the existence of the poem. One might
say that a kavya is twice-born: first, on the poet's level when his creative
imagination conceives it and then, on the level of the connoisseur who, in this
capacity, is known as bhavaka, the same poem is brought to life by his power of
imagination, his pratibha bhavayitri.

Poet and connoisseur are in actual fact two sides of the same medal, as is apparent
in their way of living. We have seen that in principle all levels of educated society
had access to poetry. As the ability to enjoy kavya presupposed mainly adequate
learning and familiarity with the special nature of literary texts poetry was never the
prerogative of the upper classes but could be cultivated even by the village
Brahman, the impoverished merchant and many others who were far from well-off.
The chief difficulty for the educated members of the lower classes, who often did
not know the texts by heart, was partly that they seldom possessed any manuscripts-
and partly that their geographical isolation gave them little opportunity of hearing
recitations. Reading in manuscript and, particularly in earlier times, listening to
readings, were the means by which epic and lyrical kavya was disseminated and

Kavyam. 4, GOS. p. 12 f.
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presented. It is therefore quite understandable that scholar-critics, like poets,
desired to live in urban surroundings, preferably in a metropolis or a provincial
capital, where they could pursue various occupations, live the life of polished,
refined town-dwellers and sometimes lead an unbridled existence devoted to
women, the pleasures of society, poetry and music. The word "town-dweller", in
Sanskrit nagara(ka), was generally applied to a well-educated young or middle-aged
dandy or bon-vivant interested in poetry and art who was frequently wealthy and
lived in extremely comfortable circumstances. He had a house near water,
surrounded with a park containing trees, a courtyard and two bedrooms.119 The
interior of the house was tastefully decorated, "equipped with numerous musical
instruments and rows of various weapons; filled with the perfume of fine incense
and flowers; decorated with gaily coloured canopies of good material; provided
with most beautiful seats; filled with the cooing of doves which awakened to the
tinkling of their perches; cooled by winds from a charming pool from which can be
heard the chattering of cakravaka-ducks and geese; ornamented with suitable
pictures (which impart) serene feelings; floored with paving which shines like
beautifully coloured minium; and filled with the cries of parrots and preacher-
crows (Turdus salica)."120 This description agrees entirely with the style of life
prescribed for the successful poet121 but is obviously only attainable by the
thoroughly pampered, rich connoisseur. The dandy went to entertainments, feasts,
processions, plays, meetings (samaja) in the temple of the goddess Sarasvati122, etc.
He liked to take part in carousals and games, and even in the house of a courtesan
(vesya) indulged in discussions on literature and other arts (kala).123 For him poetry
was a more or less exclusive pastime, an intellectual musical game on a par with
numerous other games pertaining to cultivated urban social life. In its purest form,
however, the study and appreciation of literary texts was often a serious occupation
requiring wide learning, an occupation which could be practised only by the highly
educated, usually Brahmans and Pandits. At this level literary criticism has
influenced the history of kavya itself. Rajasekhara relates that when the king wished
to put new kavyas and works on theory (sastra) to the test he summoned assemblies
of Brahmans to the larger towns, arranged festivals in their honour and called extra
meetings (samga) for those scholars who were neither citizens of that town nor
courtiers but had come there from foreign parts (desantarat).

119 Kamasutra 1 , 4 , 4 .
120 Padmasri, Nagarasarvasva 2, 4-6.
121 Seep. 14.
122 Kamasutra 1, 4, 27.
123 Ibid. 1, 4, 35.
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7. Original and Imitative Writing

The question of whether a poem was original or not, in toto or in part, would not
have struck an Indian reader as an important one. Authors of literary texts were
quite accustomed to borrowing material, constructions, the treatment of attributes,
themes and other details from contemporary or earlier poets, neither did they
hesitate to make use of artistic ideas, devices or formulations they found elsewhere.
Furthermore, as we saw in the previous two sections, a large number of the elements
of poetry were pre-fabricated. Out of these, poets gradually created a treasury of
more or less standardized poetic components which became ever richer with the
passage of time.

It is therefore quite natural that the notion of an author's right to his work -
"copyright" in the European sense - developed to only a limited extent when
awareness of the concepts "plagiarism" and "borrowings" (harana, sometimes
upajivana) finally began to spread. At any rate in practice these problems attracted
little attention. Just as an Indian poet was able to use his own lines either unaltered
or in an improved form in his later works (compare for example Kumaras. VII, 81
with Raghuv. VII, 26), so it was also acceptable for him to borrow from the works of
others. He was not afraid, for instance, of taking from already existing kavyas the
metrical construction, a phrase or two or some similes, etc., but was anxious to
improve what he had taken over, to outdo his predecessor by making his own work
more attractive or more accurate, particularly if he were an inventive and skilful
poet. Some borrowings may therefore be regarded as implied criticism of a less than
successful passage in another author's work. Loans of this sort are considered
perfectly acceptable (anugrahya) by the few, mainly theoretical works dealing with
this matter, whereas Rajasekhara, for instance, the only writer who has studied the
problem in detail124, is of the opinion that gross plagiarism such as appropriating a
striking or surprising phrase is not permissible, or rather, to be avoided (parityajya).
As a rule all imitations were regarded as good provided that they enhanced the
poetic beauty of the original or gave greater force to phrases and ideas used
elsewhere or in other contexts. They were also looked upon positively if the poet
used stereotyped wording and attributes from the stock treasury of poetry in
combinations whose originality or density arrested the deterioration of poetic
language and imagery or counteracted a mechanical process of understanding in
readers.

124 Chapters 11-13 of his Kavyam. (GOS, p. 56 ff) classify the various types of plagiarism,
with great exactitude. The justifiable difference between artha- and sabdaharana, i.e.,
between borrowing content and form, seems to follow the traditional division of figures into
artha- and sabddlamkdras, that is to say by sense and sound. However, the whole system he
builds up - classification into 32 different kinds of borrowing - is a piece of academic
pedantry which has almost certainly never had any influence on poets. See N. STCHOUPAK et
L. RENOU, La Kavyamlmamsa de Rajasekhara, etc., Paris 1946, p. 14 ff.; V.M. KULKARNI,
Sanskrit Writers on Plagiarism, JOIB 3 (1953), p. 403 ff. and 4 (1954-55), p. 58 ff.; G.V.
DA VANE, Good and bad verbal borrowing according to Rajasekhara, JUB 40 (1971), p. 47 ff.
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Even if some cases of plagiarism were intentional it was never possible to avoid
borrowing entirely. Rajasekhara sums up the situation very well in the words nasty
acaurah kavijanah, "there are no poets who are not (to some extent) thieves"125,
and pardons the skilful poet who conceals his theft so well that he escapes the
criticism and reproach of educated readers. The idea that a plagiarist is a sort of
thief (caura) was apparently quite a familiar one. We meet it, for example, in Bana's
Harsacarita126 where, having given it as his opinion that the majority of writers are
bad (kukavi) but that there is a small number of "creative" poets (utpadaka-kavi).
Bana says that when a writer steals he merely changes the words and sounds (varna)
of existing kavyas thereby obscuring the identification signs of the word combina-
tions (bandha) and, as he is simply copying, is not appreciated by critics (sat).
Bilhana also recognizes this type of poet; in Vikramankadevacarita I, 11-12, he
speaks of the kavyarthacaura, i.e., the thief of matter, but his attitude to this is, like
that of most literati, fairly tolerant: a major poet (kavisvara, kavindra) cannot be
harmed by the borrowings of these gentlemen and great poetry is an inexhaustible
source of riches. The literary critic Anandavardhana is equally lenient. He quite
correctly takes the view that there are indeed numerous points of agreement (sam-
vada) between the kavyas of different poets127 and that all poems probably use
sounds, words and structures that have been employed before (without doing injury
to the freshness (navata) of a poem).128 Ultimately, he thinks, the deciding factor is
whether the critic will experience aesthetic astonishment (camatkrti, camatkara),
that is to say whether the purely literary qualities of the text will have an electrifying
effect (sphurana) on the reader.129 The foundation on which it is possible to build
the freshness of a poem (kavyanavatva) is a rich variety of presentation (uktivaici-
trya, punaruktivaicitrya or bhanitivaicitrya)130, the achievement of which is
facilitated by the fact that devices like dhvani, "the implied", or figures such as
similes (upama) and paronomasia (slesa) permit an almost infinite variation of
theme and linguistic usage. Although it might be argued that the great epic writers
Vyasa and Valmlki and later Bana, the most important master of prose kavya, have
dealt with almost every conceivable subject on earth131 and one gains the
impression that poets long ago exhausted the resources of poetry, Anandavardhana
believes that they will never dry up. On the contrary, their potential is continually
increasmg owing to the ever-new ways in which they are being used by genuine
poets (satkavi).132 The older teachers that Rajasekhara quotes are of the opinion that

125 Kdvyam., GOS, p. 61.
126 Introduction, stanzas 5-6.
127 Dhvanydloka 4, 11 and onwards .
128 hoc. cit. 4 , 15.
129 hoc. cit. 4, 16.
130 hoc. cit. 4, 6-7: uktivaicitryam ... kdvyanavatve nibandham ucyate.
131 There is a saying about Vyasa: Vyasocchistam jagat sarvam and also a parody about

Bana: Bdnocchistam jagat sarvam, " T h e whole world has already been portrayed by Vyasa"
(or "by Bana"). Cf. V.M. K U L K A R N I , op. cit., p . 403 .

132 Loc. cit. A, 10-11.
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it requires a considerable effort for a poet to keep to the path of kavya staked out by
his predecessors but nevertheless find subjects that have not already been exploited
by them, and that it is only with zeal that a later writer can freshen up the wares he
has taken over from them.133

Although Rajasekhara distinguishes clearly between the plagiarism of content and
that of words it can be established that, significantly enough, the question of
originality or imitation is usually asked about details and execution, but far less
often about a whole work. The poetic material itself was of little importance. We
know innumerable works, particularly in the major form, in which the plot or
action is taken from epic or puranic sources and also numerous lesser kavyas, for
instance the dtita poems, which not only deal with the same themes but also show
their dependence on approved models in structure, the number of stanzas, choice of
.metre, etc. The theorist Vamana made a very useful distinction regarding the
subject material of poetry two hundred years before Rajasekhara wrote his Kavya-
mimamsa. In his Kavyalamkarasutravrtti (III, 2, 8) Vamana defines the two main
types of poetic material (artha) as on one hand original material that is not based on
other works (ayoni-artha) and on the other, derivative material "arising in the shade
of another (author or work)" (anyacchayayoni-artha). We find a similar term in
Ksemendra's Kavikanthabharana (2, 1) where the chayopajivin, "the poet thriving
in the shadow of another (poet)" and other types of plagiarist (i.e., the padako-
pajlvin, the padopajivin and the sakalopajivin) are contrasted with the bhuvanopa-
jivya, the great master on whom, as on Valmlki, Kalidasa and Bana, "the whole
world (of poets) feeds". Whereas the chayopajivin produces a sort of pastiche of
another work by imitating its stylistic peculiarities, sentiment and ideas, the
padakopajivin borrows only a few words, the padopajivin not more than a quarter
of a stanza and the sakalopajivin an entire work by another author. Rajasekhara,
too, recognizes that plagiarism takes place on an increasing scale, rising from the
appropriation of a single word (pada) via a quarter of a stanza (pada), half a stanza,
a whole stanza (vrtta) to a complete poetic work (prabandha).

8. The Classification of Literature

Even in the early Old Indian period kavya literature was classified in several
different ways. The usual means were (a) by language, (b) by whether it was poetry
or prose (or a mixture of the two) and finally (c) by the literary form. Indians did not
divide poetry into the three categories that we are familiar with, i.e., lyrical, epic
and dramatic. Instead they quite justifiably used a division into two, differentiating,
as we have seen between poetry that can be seen (drsya, preksya) and poetry that can
only be listened to (sravya). The former covers drama, the visual comprehension of
a theatre performance, while the latter covers the entire range of lyrical and epic

133 Kdvyam. 13 (beginning), GOS, p. 62.
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poetry generally known as kavya in the narrow sense, or simply as kavya. This was
literally "listened to", at any rate in earlier times when it was usually recited or
sung. However, as classical poetry grew progressively more difficult, and the
increasing use of elaborate structures, paronomasia and complex allusions began to
make oral comprehension difficult, reading gradually replaced listening as the
commonest means of assimilating poetry.

As far as the division by language is concerned, Bhamaha, the first theorist to deal
with Sanskrit poetry (apart from Bharata), classified all poetry as (a) Sanskrit, (b)
Prakrit and (c) Apabhramsa134, while Dandin, who was a poet as well, added a
fourth category, misra, written in a mixture of languages.135 Drama had been
written in a mixed form right from the very beginning, but we also possess lyrical
and epic works in which more than one language is used although these are of a
considerably later date. If we go by form, it can be divided as follows: (a) works
written in padas, i.e., metrical poetry (padya), (b) prose poems (gadya) and (c)
various mixed forms (misra).136 Drama, being prose interspersed with single stanzas
or verse passages, belongs once again to the third category as does campu, a form of
kavya written partly in verse, partly in difficult, elaborate prose.

The sub-categories of both metrical and prose poems are dealt with in the
introductory paragraphs of the relevant chapters in this book. We must, however,
bear in mind that the two categories of kavya mentioned above are in their turn sub-
divided into two further groups. Metrical poetry falls into (a) mahakavya, long
poems, or poetry of the major form, and (b) laghukavya, shorter poems, or poetry of
the minor form; prose kavya falls into (a) katha, fiction, and (b) akhyayika, true
story. Even though the traditional categories overlap to some extent, the distin-
guishing characteristics, particularly those of poetry of the major and minor forms,
are useful even in modern literary criticism. The following chapters in this book
have therefore largely been planned on the basis of the ancient Indian system of
classification. Whereas metrical poetry led a flourishing existence both as mahaka-
vya and laghukavya, prose poems (gadya) and literature in mixed prose and verse
(campu) tended to assume the major form. The only exceptions are the panegyric
inscriptions (prasasti) and religious epistles (lekha) commonly found in Buddhist
societies which may both be composed in the kavya style. Both are written either all
in prose or in a mixture of alternately prose and verse and must therefore be
counted as belonging to the minor form representing prose kavya or campu - a
point that Indian theorists seem to have neglected.

134 Kdvydlamkdra 1, 16.
135 Kdvydd. 1, 32.
136 Bhamaha , loc. cit, dist inguished between padya a n d gadya only.
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These categories all belong to the province of kavya proper, but there are numerous
Works or parts of works that stand on the threshold of poetry. Either they are poetic
only in part, like many fables, tales, etc., or they have functions that fall outside the
scope of the purely artistic; indeed, they may have several different functions.
Works of this sort, which only partly measure up to the criteria of poetry, may
nevertheless be felt to be kavya. For this to be so, a text must of course contain a
sufficient number of features that admit of a literary interpretation and, equally
important, the reader must approach the text from a literary point of view. Since he
will then regard the dominant function of the work as being poetic, his attention
will mainly be directed to the poetic content of the work, even if it has two or more
aims. Seen in this way, a sastrakavya or a hymn (stotra) may be no less poetry than

137 See under Poetry of the Minor Form, Introductory Remarks p. 65 ff.
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any other kavya, although its primary intention might be didactic, religious, etc. Its
status as poetry is somewhat dubious, to be sure, as it is not accepted by all readers,
nor is it a homogeneous work of art.

9. The Periods, Chronology and Extent of Classical Poetry

In this work "classical", which is used to characterize a particular literary form of
poetry, excludes a number of aspects that we normally associate with the word.
"Classical poetry" does not here refer to an especially excellent standard of poetry
written within a specified period of time which later periods have been unable to
rival, nor does it mean the poetic work of one particular tribe, people etc. in any
single literary language. "Classical" in the sense in which it is used here should
rather be taken to mean literature that is of a sufficiently high standard to apply the
ever-growing canon of poetic rules in a manner that conforms to the traditions of
poetry and can satisfy the demands of trained critics. Other writings such as didactic
verse and simple narrative cannot meet these requirements. As we have already
seen, many languages were accepted as being suitable linguistic media for kavya and
the majority of poets, not merely dramatists, were familiar with several of the
languages that were accepted as literary. Drama (drsya) had always been multi-
lingual: Sanskrit for dramatis personae of higher class and caste, Prakrit dialects for
the lower orders; but even in lyrical and epic poetry (sravya) the author could, and
sometimes did, alternate between different languages in one and the same work. In
addition to his mastery of languages, the poet was also practised in the use of
various impersonal, clearly defined styles of writing, above all Vaidarbhi and
Gaudl. He might prefer to use one or to alternate between two according to the
exigencies of the poem.

Once established as described above, kavya flourished in very much the same
form for centuries, right up to the present time. We can see that developments take
place in attributes, themes and genres and we can recognize changes of fashion,
different currents and tendencies, and can distinguish between major and minor
poets, but without resorting to subjective evaluations we can hardly claim that any
particular period has produced the finest flowering of classical poetry. The volume
of poetic works was considerable in all periods and literary texts of the highest
quality did not see the light of day only during the Gupta Era (which is sometimes
regarded as being the time when kavya reached its height).138 On the contrary, they
were produced both earlier and later than this, as the works of Asvaghosa, Bilhana,
Sriharsa and Jayadeva prove. The great homogeneity of the entire body of poetry is
an obstacle to the belief that kavya literature can be classified by definite periods. It
does not therefore seem sound to postulate eras on a literary basis, at any rate not
until research has given us further information than we have today. For example, we
know of no periods in which any special genre was preferred, no time in which

138 See inter alia, WINTERNITZ, GIL III, p. 38 ff.
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works were almost exclusively written in prose or when particular themes were
favoured. Kavya can of course be divided into periods if other criteria are used - by
milestones in political history, by dynasties, etc. - but as these are externals and
mostly artificial, the resulting periods would be of little relevance to the history of
kavya and would not cast much light on the subject; indeed, it would be more likely
to have a negative effect as it might distract attention from the long continuity of
Indian poetry. In • this book, therefore, only its beginnings are regarded as
constituting a separate period; fully developed kavya is dealt with under three main
headings, namely poetry of the major form, poetry of the minor form and mixed
forms.

As far as the linguistic medium is concerned, we must bear in mind that the
Sanskrit used in poetry had long ceased to be a living language and that even the
Middle Indian dialects employed in kavya were to be elevated to the status of
literary languages. All these literary media were means of poetic expression which
were current over the whole of India. Although they may have been vernaculars in
the early, undocumented stages, they can hardly be said to be restricted to any one
region, province or realm in the subcontinent. It is true of India as a whole that, up
to some time in the thirteenth century A.D., only a relatively few languages were
accepted as suitable for poetry in the narrow sense. The most important of them
were Sanskrit and, for sravya poetry in Prakrit, Maharastri, which was generally
considered to be the most euphonious Middle Indian language, particularly suitable
for lyrical poetry. Finally there is Apabhramsa, which was a blend of later Prakrit
and vernacular elements and is the connecting link with the Neo-Aryan languages.
The linguistic tradition of the various religions have created certain preferences:
whereas Hindu poetry is predominantly in Sanskrit and early Buddhism prefers Pa-
li, Jaina authors use Sanskrit or a Middle Indian language and later Buddhist poets
write in Sanskrit.

In the very south of the subcontinent poetry went its own way. Tamil, one of the
still living Dravidian languages, is India's second classical language and the bearer
of a great poetic tradition. It has its own norms and is at least as ancient as kavya.
The oldest known texts, written between 100 B.C. and 250 A.D. show linguistic
artistry of the highest standard. In fact, this early period is generally regarded as
being the classical era of Tamil literature as it was only during this relatively brief
time that Cahkam poetry flowered; later poetry consisted mainly of imitation.139

While a number of the literary conventions of classical Tamil appear to have
influenced early kavya of the minor form140, post-classical Tamil poetry has clearly

139 See G.L. H A R T III, C o m m o n Elements between Early Tami l and Indo-Aryan.
Literature, Proceedings of the l lnd Internat ional Conference Seminar of Tami l Studies, II,
Madras 1971, p. 169.

140 See S. L I E N H A R D , Palai Poems in Sanskrit and Prakrit , K.A. Ni lakanta Sastri
Felicitation Vol., Madras 1971, p . 416 ff.; S. L I E N H A R D , Bauern, Berge, Nacht und Winter ,
Ksiega pamia tkowa ku czsi Eugeniusza Sluszkiewicza (= Festschrift E. Sluszkiewicz), Warsaw
1974, p. 137 ff.; S. L I E N H A R D , Tami l Literary Convent ions and Sanskrit Muk taka Poetry,
W Z K S 20 (1976), p. 101 ff.; S. L I E N H A R D , Summer Poems in Sanskrit and Prakrit, IT 5
(1977), p. 113 ff.
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been subject to lasting influence from kavya. In Tamilnad, Tamil and Prakrit were
both used in Jaina, but Tamil and Sanskrit in Brahman circles. Whereas Tamil was
limited regionally to Tamilnad itself and to Tamil speakers outside India, Sanskrit
and Prakrit were in use all over India. The fact that these two languages were the
general means of communication was naturally an advantage to kavya; it could be
composed in all educated circles where Sanskrit and Prakrit were understood
irrespective of the poet's mother tongue. Many Tamil authors had a command of
both Tamil and Sanskrit literary traditions and made contributions to Tamil poetry
as well as to kavya.141

Kavya and the kavya style followed in the footsteps of Sanskrit to countries
outside India proper. They even spread to Burma, Thailand, Cambodia and the
Malay Archipelago which, since the first century A.D., had been exposed to the
influence, mainly peaceable, of spiritual and cultural infiltration from India. To
take just one example, the numerous Sanskrit inscriptions in Cambodia (fifth to
ninth centuries A.D.) adhere closely to the rules for epigraphic kavya. The authors
were well acquainted with the manner in which classical poetry manipulated words
and phrases, they used difficult metres, varied their style to suit the subject and, just
like Indian poetry, paraded their learning by making frequent reference to epic and
puranic mythology, grammatical, philosophical and religious concepts.142

The spread of the classical form of poetry was by no means connected only with
certain languages such as Sanskrit, Prakrit or Apabhramsa. In time kavya began to
be written in other languages than those originally accepted as poetic, for example
in the Neo-Indo-Aryan and Dravidian languages as well as in the vernaculars of
many different countries which, like Ceylon, Nepal, Thailand, Cambodia and
Indonesia, lay within the cultural sphere of the Indian subcontinent. The very large
number of kavyas in Neo-Indo-Aryan languages, particularly Gujarati, Bengali and
Hindi, are only dealt with briefly here. Great kavyas in Hindi were composed
mainly in the Ritikal period (about 1650 to 1850) during which some poets
attempted to re-introduce Sanskrit poetic practice by writing partly theoretical,
partly poetic works to illustrate their aims. In fact, the kavya tradition lived on in
the Hindi-speaking regions right up to the present day as is shown by the poetry
based on Sanskrit models written by Jaysankar Prasad (1889-1937). The acceptance
of Apabhramsa as a poetic medium, which occurred relatively early, proved to be a
break-through and the number of acceptable languages began slowly to increase
until by about the middle of the last century kavya could be written in a large
number of vernaculars provided always that the author had mastered the poetic
canon and that the language chosen was sufficiently mature and flexible.

From this point of view my history of classical poetry is somewhat inconsistent
insofar as it describes only kavya in Sanskrit, Prakrit and Apabhramsa and excludes

141 Cf. J. FILLIOZAT, Tamil and Sanskrit, Compte-Rendu de la Troisieme Conference
Internationale, Publications de PInstitut Francais d'Indologie, Nr. 50, Pondichery 1973, p.
107.

142 Cf. K. B H A T T A C H A R Y A , Recherches sur le vocabulaire des inscriptions sanskrites du
Cambodge, BEFEO 52, 1 (1964), p . 1 ff.
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kavya in the Neo-Indo-Aryan, Dravidian and other languages. These, which form a
sort of secondary kavya literature, as well as poetry in Tamil, Hindi, Bengali, etc.
are, however, the subject of separate volumes in this History of Indian Literature.
This division by language seems nevertheless to be justified since comparisons show
that other languages never took over the Sanskrit or Prakrit writer's rich poetic
material in its entirety. But even Apabhramsa can surprise us due to its important
innovations, particularly as regards form. While the influence of Sanskrit and Pra-
krit is strongest where presentation is concerned, in poetic figures and in imagery
and poets attempt to show their skill in their own language by imitating the
linguistic virtuosity, the word-play and the multiple meanings of Sanskrit kavya,
some vernacular kavya literature goes its own way in many respects. The
innovations vary from language to language: some poets use different metres, others
rhyme (considering unrhymed verse unpoetic) or express an individual sense of
form that is different, more modern, to some extent regionally coloured. The
influence of Sanskrit kavya on the South-East Asian literatures mentioned above
naturally had the result that certain categories and sub-categories of kavya became
widespread. Most universal of all in vernacular Indian literature, in the Dravidian
south, Indonesia and Thailand was mahakavya in verse, followed by epigraphic ka-
vya and "messenger poems" (sandesakavya or dutakavya), a sub-category of the
minor form which also enjoyed great popularity in Sinhalese Elu literature.

Up to now, research on Indian literature, above all older poetry, has concentrated
mainly on historical aspects in the narrow sense. Besides drawing up descriptions of
works and lists of the problems of Sanskrit poetic theory, attention has chiefly been
focussed on the dating of individual authors and works and on solving the difficult
questions of whether two or more names and titles in fact refer to one poet or
several, one work or more than one, on whom certain poems should be ascribed to,
and on the origins, background and patrons of various poets. The history of
literature as a process of development could not really be attempted until research
had built up a chronological framework into which at least the majority of authors
and works could be fitted. Despite the large number of certain datings that literary
research has hitherto been able to establish there remain countless problems to
which no definite solutions have yet been found. The difficulties that arise are to a
great extent due to the impersonal, highly anonymous nature of kavya. The all-
important oeuvre always takes precedence over the personality of the poet, his life,
etc. and in the great majority of texts there is a paucity of the smallest references
which might give clues to even the most elementary biographical data or what
experiences the poet has been through. While this sort of information is slightly
easier to trace in more recent texts, it is often hardly possible to date older poets or
works with any exactness. Thus, even today, we can only give approximate dates for
those poets generally reckoned to be the most important, the authors of the six great
mahakavyas143, and here, as in innumerable other cases, we cannot come closer
than to the nearest twenty-five or fifty years at best. It must also be remembered that

143 Seep. 171 ff.
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early kavyas in the sravya form are rarer than early dramatic works (drsyakavya). A
further difficulty is the timeless nature of kavya. The uniformity of norms
throughout the ages and the fact that poetry has changed little in structure have
resulted in the most fantastic ascriptions and identifications which can sometimes
be many hundred years wide of the mark, a phenomenon that can hardly be
parallelled in Western literary scholarship. It is illustration enough to point to the
numerous works from both earlier and far later periods that have incorrectly been
ascribed to Kalidasa.144 The cause of such errors and the confusing of quite different
poets is to be sought not so much in the often alleged anti-historical attitude or -
better - the Indian lack of historical sense as in the stability of poetic traditions over
the ages and the exclusive concentration devoted by critics to the literary text
which, although they lived at different times, they have always regarded from
approximately the same point of view.

The most important internal sources of information for dating literary texts are
the following. Essential facts are frequently to be obtained from the author's
presentation of himself and the invocation, which are found at the beginning or the
end of most long poems. Unfortunately this does not apply to kavyas of the minor
form, particularly short poems (muktaka), which do not usually include them. The
colophons of the often numerous commentaries on the works of major poets often
give the poet's place of birth, father, grandfather, caste, patron, etc. We attach
particular importance to any mention of a patron as this may allow us to relate the
poem to a known ruler or confirm the dating of a poem or the lifetime of a poet that
we have already inferred from other data. An exceedingly valuable aid to the dating
of poems is when the name of a poet or a text is mentioned in an inscription or
when an inscription, which is generally dated, either imitates or quotes from an
identifiable text. The mention of names, direct quotation and imitations of stanzas
or prose passages from the works of other authors do, however, give us material for
a mainly relative chronology. Famous authors soon became surrounded with
legends; pseudo-historical tales about dazzling court life, important poets and
learned men like Ballala's Bhojaprabandha are therefore quite worthless for
establishing dates. According to Ballala, Kalidasa (5th century), Magha (end of 7th
century), Bhavabhuti (beginning of 8th century) and Dandin (first half of 7th
century) as well as a number of less renowned poets were all active at the court of
King Bhoja of Dhara (about 1018 to 1060).

Names that are common to two or more persons cause a great deal of difficulty.
We now know that we must distinguish clearly between Bhartrhari the poet and
Bhartrhari the grammarian and linguist, between Jayadeva the author of the Gl-
tagovinda and the Jayadeva who wrote a work about alamkaras. We must also
distinguish between Bhatti (the Prakrit form of Bhartr) and both Bhartr(hari) the
poet and Bhartr(hari) the grammarian. Furthermore, names like Vasudeva, Kaviraja
("king of poets", a title of honour) or Ravideva sometimes do not refer to one poet
only but to two or more.

144 Cf. p. 116.



CHAPTER II

THE BEGINNINGS OF KAVYA

1. The Beginning of the Kavya Tradition

A number of histories of literature, especially older ones, support the current
Indian view that kavya literature, like Athena, somehow suddenly sprang into
existence fully armed, in this case with a major work: the Ramayana. It is accepted
that, when compared with the other great Indian epos, the contents of the Rama-
yana are much better organized and that it is a finer work from the literary point of
view.' Although it is by far the shorter of the two it nevertheless consists of many
thousand stanzas.2 It is traditionally regarded as the adikavya, the "first (classical)
poem", and this tradition also credits the legendary sage Valmlki as being the sole
author as well as being the adikavi, the "first poet" in the kavya style. Although the
two versions of the Ramayana that have come down to us may correspond quite
well in form to mahakavya it can hardly be said to represent poetry of the major
form in the narrow sense. Firstly, it does not, like genuine makakavya, consist of a
more or less clearly defined number or sargas (usually translated as "cantos") but of
seven voluminous books (kanda), and it is only these that are subdivided into sargas.
Valmlki's Ramayana is not conceived as a mahakavya. Secondly, many parts of the
work have been interpolated and there are sections in which the style is strongly
reminiscent of the author of the Rtusamhara and Asvaghosa, particularly in the
later interpolations, which were certainly not written by the adikavi. Thirdly, we
know of early kavyas that antedate Valmlki's work; furthermore, the form in which
classical poetry originally arose was probably not mahakavya at all but the minor
form (laghukavya) or, to be more exact, single-stanza poems.

The various steps that led to the rise of kavya are unfortunately hidden in the
mists of antiquity. Not only is there a paucity of ancient texts in the kavya style,
they can only be dated very approximately within very wide limits just as the period
when the great epics were composed can only be fixed to some time during the first
few centuries B.C. and A.D. We are tempted to choose the close of the Late Vedic
Period (about 550 B.C.) as a suitable point for the beginnings of kavya as this was a
time that saw the slow emergence of poetic forms with characteristics of their own,
quite different both functionally and structurally from previous models. Changes in
surroundings, social conditions, way of life and outlook had gradually brought
about a break with tradition which generally makes it possible for us to distinguish

1 The Mahdbhdrata and the Ramayana will in future be referred to as the great epics.
2 About 24,000 couplets as against the c. 100,000 of the Mahdbhdrata.
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clearly between older literary matter and later, forward-looking, non-Vedic works.
There are obvious changes above all in linguistic usage, style, metre, imagery and
figures, but there are also striking differences in aims. Judging by existing texts, the
majority of religious and sacrificial Vedic stanzas tend to have a mainly non-literary
function and do not address themselves so much to the general public or the
individual hearer as to non-literary powers (such as gods or some sacrificial powers).
Later poetry, however, is dominated by consciously included aesthetic features
which, as we saw in the previous chapter, are addressed to the reader or listener and
demand to be treated as literature.

Religious motifs are still to be found, it is true, although they are generally of a
new type or seen in a different light, but secular poetry now becomes common, the
dominant theme being love. The various phases of this theme such as the first
feelings of attraction (anuraga), the fulfilment of love (sambhoga), sulking (mana) or
the separation of the lovers (viraha) become the subject of constantly-varied, ever
more elaborate descriptions. The treatment of these and other themes, figures,
metres, etc. developed into a treasury of special conventions, a steadily expanding
repertoire in which the separate elements, because they were adhered to in poetic
practice, gradually became codified. It is difficult to say how many theoretical texts
on poetry may have been lost. However, with the exception of Bharatamuni's Na-
tyasastra, a textbook dealing mainly with dramatic theory (200 B.C. to 200 A.D.3),
existing sources seem to indicate that it was not until the fifth century A.D. that
writing on poetic theory began to get under way, at a time when classical poetry had
long been fully developed and the poetic canon was felt by all authors to have
universal and binding validity. It is therefore not surprising that theoretical writing
which was such a late starter concentrated mainly on certain areas of poetic theory,
above all on figures (alamkara), good and bad qualities in style (guna and dosa
respectively), sentiments (rasa) and, surprisingly late, on the unexpressed (dhvani),
while the treatment of other fields that may seem important to us such as the
conception of themes, the choice of attributes, the technique of short poems, etc.
was hardly mentioned, apparently being considered by the authors of textbooks to
be such well-known poetic matter that it could be taken more or less for granted.

Unlike the majority of Vedic hymns, kavya thrived in urban surroundings and to
some extent in court circles. It was cultivated not only by the closed classes of
society such as Brahmans and the higher castes, but could literally be practised by
anybody. As we can see in the Indian ars amatoria, the Kamasutra, the educated
townsman, the nagara or nagaraka, there often portrayed as a bon-vivant, dandy,
lover of poetry and music, might come from any class of society, even from a Su-
dra caste. Access to poetry was admittedly restricted in that a particular kind of
ability was required in order to be able to perceive the special literary characteristics
of a literary text. This ability, which could only be acquired through education and

3 The chronology of the Bharatiya-Natyasastra is still very uncertain. It has been
reworked several times and only parts of the original work from the second to the first century
B.C. remain intact.
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familiarity with aesthetic works, was essential for the reader or hearer if he wished
to benefit from the poetic message.

A number of linguistic devices used in Vedic poetry were naturally adapted by
later kavis, some indeed were taken over unchanged. The authors of Vedic songs
embellished their texts with figures, saw to it that the language was suitable
(aramkrta), employed similes or, like classical writers, endeavoured to see that
sentences and stanzas coincided in length. Most of the indicators used in Vedic
songs are, however, different; they constitute a framework of signals that is no
longer valid in classical poetry and are mainly directed towards religious, magical or
conjurational ends, although a few are on worldly themes. An intellectual and social
upheaval took place some time towards the end of the Vedic period as far as we can
judge. As result, poetry divided into two different fields: on one hand there was the
old, predominantly religious writing which contained very little real poetry,
sometimes none, as it consisted mainly of invocations, sacrificial texts, conjuration
formulae, etc., and on the other, the new secular poetry. The priestly Vedic
literature had very little influence on later poetry, which was practised in much
wider and somewhat different circles. Secular poetry renewed itself completely on
all levels and, what is most significant, established a set of literary criteria. Vedic
texts, which repeatedly refer to various gods, rituals and sacrificial concepts, are
isolated in a strongly mythological world. On the other hand the classical poetry
that gradually arose was non-mythological in character and considered that its

It would fall outside the scope of this work to give a detailed description of the
differences between these two forms of literature. The difference between Vedic
poetry and kavya is revealed clearly in the language, not merely because the latter is
written in Prakrit and classical Sanskrit but also because the imagery and the poetic
vocabulary are new too. For instance, none of the Vedic Samhitas describe a
beautiful girl using the traditional means so common in classical poetry - the young
girl with a moon- or lotus-face, the fleeting eyes of a gazelle, a narrow waist and the
gait of a king-goose. We do not find in Vedic prose or songs the conventions,
attributes and other characteristics of classical poetry such as the cakora bird5,
which is nourished by the rays of the moon, the cataka-bird6, which feeds on
raindrops or the ruddy goose (cakravaka)7, which is always described as ever-faithful
to its partner; it is the fate of cakravaka pairs to become separated from each other
every evening and they are therefore often used symbolically. Furthermore, the

4 Cf. W. RUBEN, Die gesellschaftliche Entwicklung im alten Indien, V.: Die Entwicklung
der Dichtung, Berlin 1973, p. 81.

5 Alectoris chukar.
6 Cuculus melanoleucus. An extensive collection of references to cdtaka in Sanskrit

literature will be found in ST. STASIAK, Le Cataka (Etude comparative), RO 2 (1919-1924),
pp. 33-117.

7 Ruddy Sheldrake, Brahmany Duck and Collared Duck are other names for Skt. cakra-
vaka, the Latin name of which is Tadorna ferruginea. Cf. D. SCHLINGLOFF, Zwei Anatiden-
Geschichten im alten Indien, ZDMG 127 (1977), p. 369 f. and note.
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substitute words used to avoid repeating the names of plants, animals, people and
even gods are seldom the same in later poetry as they were in Vedic verse. The
metrics and figures (alamkara) of kavya undergo a gigantic process of enrichment
and refinement.

The song to Parjanya, the god of rain, Rgveda V, 83, is an impressive poem.
Although it undoubtedly has considerable literary merits, it is very different from
later, classical, poetry on the same or similar themes as the following four stanzas
show:

rathiva kasayasvan abhiksipann avir dutan krnute varsyan aha /
durat simhasya stanatha ud irate yat parjanyah krnute varsyam nabhah/ 3 /

pra vata vanti patayanti vidyuta ud osadhir jihate pinvate svah /
ira visvasmai bhuvanaya jayate yat parjanyah prthivim retasavati / 4 /

yat parjanya kanikradat stanayan hamsi duskftah /
pratidam visvam modate yat kim ca prthivyam adhi / 9 /

avarsir varsam lid u su grbhayakar dhanvany atyetava u/
ajijana osadhir bhojanaya kam uta prajabhyo 'vido manisiim / 20 /

"(3) Like a charioteer lashing his steeds with his whip, (Parjanya) makes his rain messenger,
visible. From afar comes the roaring of lions when Parjanya shapes the clouds. (4) Winds
break forth, lightning hunts, plants shoot up, the heavens swell. The whole world is
refreshed when Parjanya gladdens the earth with his seed. (9) When thou, Parjanya, roaring,
thundering, smitest the evildoer, then every thing on earth rejoiceth. (10) Thou hast caused
the rain to flow. Now wholly cease. Thou hast made the deserts passable again. Thou hast
created herbs for nourishment, hast given spirit to men (i.e., hast revived them)."

We soon see that, apart from the unavoidable mention of lightning and wind, these
stanzas contain none of the standard elements constantly used in classical poetry to
describe the monsoon season8, elements that place a wide range of supple tools in
the hands of the kavi. The language and imagery of Vedic songs are very different
from those of kavya: in the above lines, the poet's vision has conjured up clouds
that roar like lions in the distance and then race nearer like chariot horses driven on
by the whip (of the storm-wind) while pouring rain revivifies nature and brings forth
lush vegetation everywhere.9 Vedic poetry often seems to spring direct from
experience unlike the work of classical kavis, who do not generally make use of
their powers of observation but deliberately arrange their descriptions10 so as to
bring in a number of poetic devices. These they skilfully weave together and
frequently build them up into a whole chain of similes. The imagery of the Vedic
poets is often heroic as the simile of the charioteer shows; it has its roots in a quite
different outlook and is intimately linked with the store of sacramental knowledge
in various priestly families, with mythology and magic. The pervasive influence of
mythology is clearly demonstrated in another song to the rain, Atharvaveda VI, 22:

8 See p. 23.
9 See also W. RUBEN, op. cit., p. 63.

10 Cf. the kavyas quoted on pp. 29-33, which also deal with the monsoon theme.
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clothed in water, pale horses - the clouds - have ascended to heaven, the seat of the
highest wisdom, and descend again annointing the earth with ghee." As compari-
sion will show us, there is a clear break in tradition between Vedic and classical
poetry. The difference between them is so great that any attempt to interpret the
Vedic Samhitas (or isolated, particularly poetic parts of them) in the spirit of ka-
vya12 is doomed in advance to failure.

It would be an undue simplification of the facts if we were simply to give the
impression that Vedic poetry was immediately followed by kavya. Even though we
may safely state that the obsolescent criteria of an older age were gradually replaced
by new norms, as is always the case in the development of literature, these new
criteria, which were experienced as having a strong aesthetic value, were not as yet
codified and a number of transitional phases developed between the old and the
new. As, however, no original works or other textual evidence have come down to
us it is scarcely possible to arrive at any definite conclusions. Among the various
poetic activities that mark the shift away from Vedic poetry two tendencies stand
out clearly: one is towards a tradition of epic works in Sanskrit, the other, lyrical in
the narrow sense of the word and more radical, was composed in Middle Indian
languages. Both flourished in a strongly secular atmosphere: the former developed
deep roots among courtiers in particular while the latter enjoyed its greatest
popularity in the educated circles of the relatively new urban societies.

2. Epic Poetry. The Ramayana

Epic poetry was in the hands of wandering singers who travelled through the
district carrying their versified narratives and ballads to different places. Their
prototypes are Rama's sons, Kusa and Lava, from whose names Indian etymology
derives the word kusllava, the Sanskrit for "rhapsodist", "bard", "actor". As the
Ramayana relates, Kusa and Lava were given the task by their foster-father Valmiki
of singing the epos at countless places during their wandering, finally at the court of
King Rama. Valmiki imposed this duty on them in the following words: "Go and
sing the poem Ramayana faithfully and with great joy. In the holy precincts of the
Rsis, in the hostels of the Brahmans, on the roads, in the roya' streets and in the
houses of princes, at the door of Rama's palace, where work is done, and before the
priests - ye shall sing it everywhere."13 This is related in Book VII which, like Book
I, is a later addition to the whole work, but as far as the life and work of a rhapsodist
is concerned, it undoubtedly gives a historically correct picture of reality.

11 Given in greater detail in W. RUBEN, op. cit., p. 90.
12 Cf. inter alia P.S. SASTRI, The Rgvedic Poetic Spirit, ABORI XXXVIII (1958), pp. 54-

81 (p. 81: "This is the function ofdhvani as outlined by the Rgvedic seers") and N.J. SHENDE,
Kavi and kavya in the Atharvaveda, Poona 1967.

13 Ram. 7, 93, 5-7 (Bombay edition).
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The greater part of the Ramayana, like the Mahabharata, is the collective product
of several rhapsodic poets, and both mention that recitations, often of very
considerable length, were given at sacrificial ceremonies and celebrations. It is
related that Vaisampayana, a pupil of Vyasa's14, recited the Mahabharata, then
only partially completed, at King Janamejaya's snake-sacrifice while, according to a
later-composed section of the epos, Ugrasravas, the narrator of all eighteen books of
the completed work, recited the Mahabharata at a sacrificial celebration held by the
Brahman Saunaka. Kusa and Lava are also reputed to have declaimed the Rama-
yana at the sacrifice of a horse on one occasion. We may assume that the rhapsodist
acted as a reciter only or, probably in the majority of cases, as both reciter and poet.
Even when the work declaimed was not their own, many of these specialists would
have expanded and amended some sections of the work as they saw fit. "It is quite
natural," considers H. Jacobi, "that those with poetic gifts should have enlarged
their repertoire with compositions that took account of the nature, sentiments and
interests of their audiences."15

In earlier times - to some extent even in the Vedic period - kings and princes
seem to have had in their service bards whose art was intended for the enjoyment
and benefit of their courts. One of the most important tasks of these bards was to
sing the praises of the king. They gave their recitations at various festivals, court
ceremonies, sacrifices, and other events; indeed, they even accompanied their lords
into battle, there to embolden the ruler and the front ranks of the warriors with
battle-songs. It was also their duty to awaken the king or prince every morning with
songs of praise or verses to bring luck (mangala); like the Vedic gods, the king
should "grow strong" (vrdh)16 on songs of homage and the deeds performed by him
and his ancestors should retain the beneficial effect of bringing victory to the people
and success to himself by virtue of the rhapsodist's continual praise. We can hardly
be wrong if we regard the court bard as the precursor of the court poet: the latter
merely substituted kavya for rhapsodic poetry.

Rhapsodic art has only been preserved in lengthy texts while shorter, self-
contained bardic works have not survived, perhaps because of their partially
improvised nature. Impressive evidence of the work of Sanskrit rhapsodists is to be
found, as we have said, in the two great epics. Both arose out of a relatively long
process of amplification and compilation and are certainly not built on one but on
several forms of rhapsodic poetry, the elucidation and determination of which must
be the task of future research. Songs to awaken a sleeper are one example of a minor
genre of courtly bardic poetry. We find verses to awaken the king in Valmiki's
works17 and it is interesting to note that this type of poem, presumably once a more
or less independent category, lives on to a certain extent in classical poetry where it
is sometimes employed in the mahakavya framework to describe the awakening of

14 The legendary author of the Mahabharata.
15 H. JACOBI, Das Ramayana, Bonn 1893, Darmstadt 19702, p. 63.
16 Cf. H. LUDERS, Die magische Kraft der Wahrheit im alten Indien, ZDMG 98 (1944),

p. 8f.
17 Ram. 2, 65, 1 ff. (Bombay edition).
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the king in the morning.18 Like some other themes, for example the description of a
season, the rising of the moon, sunset, etc., this proceeding gave the poet a golden
opportunity of slipping into his kavya a few artistically effective stanzas - in reality
small independent poems. It is worth noting that this type of song is also to be found
in Tamil pirapantam poetry, where it is known as tuyiletainilai, "a poem sung to
wake a king or other great person from sleep, based on an ancient puram theme."19

Its counterpart is the kanpatainilai, i.e., "a poem describing the members of the
court as they suggest to the king that it is time for him to go to bed."20 Both types
(and some allied forms of poetry) were employed more frequently in Tamil poetry
than in Sanskrit kavya, but it is quite possible that they all originally derive from a
common stock of rhapsodic poems.

A number of bards were in permanent residence at the court of a raja, while
others, like numerous kavis of later classical poetry, were either at court only at
certain periods or not at all. In addition to the court bards, whose audience was
often a fastidious one, there were certainly also large numbers of wandering singers
who catered for a much broader public. They passed through towns and villages and
worked in a popular tradition, but of course their recitations did not need to
conform to the same high standards as those of the court singers.

With the exception of the previously mentioned sections that were composed
later, the whole of the Ramayana has the character of a work intended for
recitation. According to H. Jacobi, both the great epics were composed while
Sanskrit was still a living language.21 The indications supporting the idea that the
Ramayana was indeed intended for oral delivery are firstly the extreme prominence
in the older parts of the work given to the narrative element, which is often of a
rather primitive nature; further, the preference for the perfect tense and the
locativus absolutus, the almost exclusive use of Sloka, an easily handled metre that
gives the poet great latitude, and lastly - something that is tabu in classical poetry -
frequent repetitions, sometimes of whole stanzas. This last has the effect of making
the language more striking, but it is also a trait that is common to all epic poets.
Constant use had turned many expressions into stock formulae and phrases: they
had an aesthetic value, but also served a practical purpose in that they provided the
poet with fixed points around which he could build up his narrative while using a
technique of improvisation. As rhapsodic presentation frequently took the form of a
poem produced extempore in front of the listening audience, the repertoire of set
phrases was an indispensable aid which allowed the material of the narrative to be
swiftly structured.22 The poet had at his disposal a large number of formulae either

•8 Cf. for example Raghuv. 5, 65 ff.; Sisup. 11, 1 ff.
19 K.V. ZVELEBIL, Tamil Literature, p. 205.
20 Ibid., p. 200.
21 Op. cit., p. 117. H. Jacobi gives the Ramayana a very early dating. In his opinion (ibid.,

p. 111), it was composed before the 5th century B.C., possibly 8th to 6th century. A.B. K E I T H ,
JRAS (1915), p. 318, is of a different opinion. He gives 5th to 3rd century B.C.

22 Instant poetry (slghrakavitva) was an art that was a greatly appreciated form of kavya.
The strength of the links between bardic and classical poetry should therefore not be
underestimated in this field either.
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ready made or in skeleton form which he could rapidly fill out as required. The
repetition of words was therefore not regarded as a stylistic blemish at the time of
the Ramayana. A glance at narrative literature will soon satisfy us that even the
modest diction of Indian fables and fairy tales in no way felt under any constraint to
vary its expressions.23

In many places the poet of the Ramayana has consciously repeated a word either
to ensure that two or more padas (quarters of a stanza) have the same ending24, or to
create the impression of having used a homonym or some other play on words. The
latter effect is successfully achieved in a phrase quoted by H.R. Diwekar25: himavan
Himavan girih, "the snowy (himavat) mountain Himavat" (i.e., the Himalaya). The
phrase shows how much attention the epic tradition paid to fine differences and
shades of meaning.

Increased emotional content and greater eloquence can thus be achieved by
repeating one or several times groups of words, parts of a stanza, halves of a stanza
and the rhymes or near-rhymes at the end of the stanza. Ram. II, 83 describes how
Bharata, who is about to renounce his right to the crown, leaves for Mount Citrakii-
ta, where his brother Rama is dwelling. Bharata intends to persuade Rama to ascend
the throne after accompanying him back to his ancestral court in Ayodhya. In order
to give greater effect to the description of the departure of the prince and the armed
host that escorted him, the poet repeats one whole pada in three stanzas:

navanagasahasrani kalpitani yathavidhi /
anvayur Bharatam yantam Iksvakukulanandanam // 3 //
sasti rathasahasrani dhanvino vividhayudhah /
anvayur Bharatam yantam rajaputram yasasvinam // 4 //
satam sahasrany asvanam samarudhani Raghavam /
anvayur Bharatam yantam satyasandham jitendriyam // 5 //

"Nine thousand properly accoutred elephants accompanied Bharata when he marched out
to (meet Rama), the delight of the Iksvaku dynasty.26 Sixty thousand chariots and archers
with various weapons accompanied Bharata when he marched out to (meet) the glorious

23 Cf. for example Hitopadesa 2, 8 (The tale of the lion Durdanta and the leveret,
beginning): sa ca sarvadd pasundm vadham kurvann dste / tatah sarvaih pasubhir militvd sa
simho vijnaptah / mrgendra kim artham ekadd bahu-pasu-ghdtah kriyate / yadi prasddo
bhavati tadd vayam eva^ bhavaddhdrdrtham pratyaham ekaikam pasum upadhaukaydmah /
... tatah prabhrty ekaikam pasum upakalpitam bhaksayann dste / " T h a t (lion) always used
to slaughter beasts. Then all the beasts, having gathered together, made this proposal to the
lion: 'Lord of the animals! Why are so many beasts slaughtered at the same time? If it please
you we will ourselves send one beast every day for your food.' . . . thenceforth he ate the one
beast every day that was offered to h im." The word pasu occurs in almost every sentence in
the first part of the fable.

24 For example Ram. 1, 38, 26-27: vyajdyata - vyajdyata or Ram. 2, 1, 14-15: pratipu-
jakah - pratipujakah.

25 H.R. D I W E K A R , Les fleurs de rhetorique dans l 'lnde. Etude sur revolut ion des "Alahka-
ra" ou omements stylistiques dans la litterature sanskrite, Paris 1930, p . 39.

26 The attributes Iksvdkukulanandana(m), yasasvin(am), etc. can also refer to Bharata
himself.
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king's son.26 A hundred thousand horses bearing riders accompanied Bharata of the house of
Raghu when he marched out to (meet) the faithful and self-controlled (Rama)." 27

Verses of this sort when taken together with the other characteristics mentioned
above indicate that the Ramayana is predominantly a work for recitation. We have
now clearly sketched out the main differences between this and classical poetry,
which obeyed stricter rules and had a more complex structure. Epic poetry does not
on the whole show the conscious poetic creative process evident in kavya but largely
followed the dictates of living and spontaneous impulses. This can be seen in the
stanzas of an epos, which have a relatively simple construction28 and, unlike stanzas
from a kavya, cannot easily be detached from the poetic whole and read as
independent units. Furthermore, in epic poetry we find a less sophisticated use of
compound words - both adjectives and other types of attributive modifiers - the
chief measures of the development of poetic speech. The most important poetic
figures are in fact already to be found in the Ramayana, but it is only in the most
recently composed sections of the epic that there is a clear tendency towards the
deliberate and frequent use of alamkaras and detailed descriptions. The last part in
particular, containing the description of Mount Citrakuta (Ram. II, 94), the river
MandakinI (II, 95), winter (III, 16), and the monsoon (IV, 28), shows a marked
resemblance to the anonymous Rtusamhara, often incorrectly ascribed to Kalidasa,
a relatively early collection of stanzas describing the six Indian seasons. We shall
later return to the most recently composed parts of the Ramayana.

3. Lyrical Tendencies

Far more difficult to grasp is the second, somewhat more clearly marked tradition
of early poetry, the beginnings of which were fairly early, at a cautious estimate
towards the end of the Vedic Era (about 500 B.C.). It seems certain that it flourished
in quite different circles from those that cultivated epic poetry. Although few texts
from the earliest period have survived, there are enough for us to deduce that poets
working in this tradition used a technique quite different in inspiration, criteria and
ideals from that of the rhapsodists. They were pioneers in metre and composition
and generally preferred to write in certain Middle Indian languages which were
regarded as being more melodious than Sanskrit, which was considered harsh. As far
as form was concerned, these poets wrote almost exclusively short poems, usually of
one stanza only. It is important to remember that this predilection for extreme
brevity went hand in hand with a markedly lyrical tone.

27 Observe also the intensification of the numbers : nine thousand, sixty thousand, a
hundred thousand.

28 T h e verses scattered here and there throughout classical drama, interrupting the
dialogue, are also recognized as being less complex than the artistically constructed stanzas in
kavya proper . Thei r structure must of a necessity be m u c h clearer and smoother as it was the
avowed intention of most dramatis ts to make both the prose and verse passages immediately
comprehensible to their audiences.
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In the present state of research, it is uncommonly difficult to give any exact
details of how or why some poetry took this new direction, when it arose or how far
it extended geographically. Its character, however, makes it reasonable to assume
that it flourished mainly in cities and, like epic poetry, gradually gained a footing at
the courts of those kings who were interested in poetry. The cultural centres of
certain areas, in particular the eastern regions and the Deccan, seem to have been
especially attracted to this new lyrical form of poetry. We know that urban life only
developed on a fairly large scale in the late Vedic and early Post-Vedic Eras and that
it would be an error to deduce from the pre-eminent position enjoyed by Prakrit
among these writers that their poetry was particularly popular in character, close to
nature or rustic although certain connections with contemporary folk-poetry and
now lost folksongs must have existed.

Whereas Middle Indian dialects were spoken right back in the Early Vedic Era,
Prakrit languages do not reach the height of their importance until about the middle
of the first millenium B.C.: it is then that the Buddhist canon takes form in the
now lost first version, written in some eastern Prakrit language and followed by a
later Pali version which derives from this. From this time, too, date the older parts
of the Jaina canon, written in Ardhamagadhl. Early inscriptions show the dominant
role played by Prakrit as the administrative language and lingua franca of the Post-
Vedic Era. Epigraphs in Sanskrit gradually began to make their appearance in the
older Prakrit period, but it was not until the Gupta period that Middle Indian
languages were finally supplanted. Prakrit dialects thus very early became important
languages which were understood all over India and were the general property of
Indians everywhere. They differed in several respects from Old Indian: they were
less rich in forms, more simplified but also more euphonious. Some constituted a
very sensitive instrument for literary purposes insofar as they were regarded as being
suitable for literature. In actual fact, these poems had very subtle aims: the epic
tradition, as we have seen, had been mainly a recitative form employing improvisa-
tion which, in order to function freely, had made use of a number of recurrent fixed
passages and, to a limited extent, of the most important poetic figures (alamkara).
The lyrical tradition, however, worked in a quite different manner. The concentra-
tion on short poems must also have had the effect of concentrating attention on the
smaller elements of the text, on the way in which details were worked out and even
on single words or parts of words. The aims of the lyrical poets were also quite
different from those of the rhapsodist. Whereas it was always the main concern of
the latter to interest his audience in the matter by presenting it as effectively as
possible, the former captivated his listeners with the same means as those used in
the minor form which, though less immediate in effect, stressed above all the
elegance of the theme, the sentiment being presented, the choice of words and the
refinement of technique. His poetry was early dominated by certain definite scenes,
attributes and imagery and, in his love poetry, certain personae tended to recur
again and again. With the passage of time, these features developed into the
characteristic traits of mature kavya. It seems that from the very beginning the
particular interest of this poetic movement was directed towards exact descriptions
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and increased subtlety of meaning so that both the primary and the secondary
meanings of a word, phrase or sentence could be suggested to the reader
simultaneously. Alamkaras either played a subordinate role or belonged neither to
the epic nor to the lyrical school but formed what might perhaps be called a third
poetic tendency. The main purpose of lyrical poetry was to affect the senses of the
reader by suggestion. While epic poetry created art on a large scale and, by its very
nature, aimed at painting a broad canvas, in short poems detailed descriptions and
suggestive techniques formed an ideal combination which, aided by the format
itself, endeavoured to attain perfection even in the smallest elements of the poem.

The ground was prepared for classical poetry by the literary currents the nature of
which we have just discussed. Naturally the influence of each varied considerably:
while poetry of the minor form, laghukavya, which is the older form of poetry, may
have developed directly out of the lyrical beginnings described above, the
development of the major form, mahakavya, was not at all so simple. The long
poem, also called sargabandha, was rather the result of a long period of assimilation
which united the epic and the lyrical traditions. Epic elements, which carry the
action forward in a logical manner, are prominent in older mahakavyas such as
Asvaghosa's poetry; in later long poems, however, they are largely replaced by the
lyrical tendencies inherent in the concentrated stanzas of the minor form to such a
large extent that laghukavya and mahakavya come to resemble each other. This
convergence, which became fashionable scarcely three hundred years after Asva-
ghosa, gradually eliminated the differences in technique that originally distin-
guished epic from lyrical poetry until finally there remained only a few criteria,
mainly of a formal nature, to differentiate between the two forms.

As far as we are able to say at present, the history of classical poetry begins with
kavya of the minor form, above all with muktaka, the one-stanza poem. It seems
very probable that for a long time lyrical poetry and the epic recited by rhapsodists
ran a parallel course. At any rate, true mahakavya did not appear until the criteria
valid for short poems had been accepted as valid also for long poems in the kavya
style. This automatically set the seal of approval on the muktaka poet, who was
thereby shown to be a true artist. Numerous works which, if judged by their length,
belong to Indian classical poetry, are classified in technical literature under the
somewhat misleading heading "Kunstepos". It is only by courtesy that they can be
termed long poems, as in fact they consist of a conglomeration (bandha) of short
series of stanzas (sarga); i.e., exactly what older poetic theory called, not mahakavya
but, more appropriately, sargabandha, "the joining together of cantos (or sections,
or verse chapters)". Very often the only connecting link between the stanzas that
form each canto is the theme, for instance the description of a military expedition, a
mountain or a sunset. They are in fact only a loosely connected series of single-
stanza poems (muktaka) interspersed here and there with a two-stanza poem
(yugalaka) or, rarely, a poem of several stanzas (kulaka). This change in the
originally epic form gave rise to innovations in kavya of the major form which had
been used relatively early in short poems. We should particularly note the emphasis
on conjuring up the appropriate sentiment (rasa), probably a result of influence
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from the theatre and, not less important, the desire mentioned above to introduce
greater subtlety of meaning. A popular device was to bring in an implied meaning
(dhvani) which, often closely related to the sentiment, either adds to its first
meaning, is its equal or is in fact what the poet intends to be his main theme.

Very little has survived of these early short poems, which were of decisive
importance for the beginnings of kavya. In actual fact, we can do no more than
deduce the existence of the earliest works from the Pali version of the Buddhist
canon, which was codified after the death of Buddha.29 A few centuries later we
suddenly find in the Sattasai30, Hala's anthology of poetry, consummate lyrics in
Maharastri, the Prakrit dialect preferred in later drama for songs and lyrical stanzas.
We can hardly escape the thought that the maturity, perfection and artistic unity of
the seven hundred muktakas gathered here must be the fruit of a considerable
period of development and refinement. These Pali texts and Hala's Sattasai thus
seem to indicate that it was primarily in the eastern provinces and in the Deccan
that lyrical poetry developed. However, neither the few texts that have come down
to us nor the very considerable geographical spread of Middle Indian languages, the
clearest proof of which are the inscriptions of the Emperor Asoka (about 268-232
B.C), can confirm that the origins of laghukavya are to be sought exclusively in the
Deccan31 or the eastern provinces, i.e., the Magadhan Empire.32 Even at the time
there were poets who composed their single-stanza poems in Sanskrit despite the
general preference for Prakrit. Furthermore, as we have already seen, certain
categories of short poems, for instance songs to awaken the king, religious and
courtly songs of praise, etc., have no connection with lyrical poetry at all. They
derive from the bardic repertoire and are closely related to epic poetry.

29 For examples, see pp . 76 ff.
30 See pp. 80 ff.
31 See G.L. H A R T , The Relation between Tami l and Classical Sanskrit Literature,

Wiesbaden 1976 (HIL X, 2).
32 Cf. A.K. W A R D E R , Indian Kavya Literature, II, Delhi-Varanasi-Patna 1974: " F r o m the

founding of the Magadhan Empire , kavis from all parts of India gathered in the capital, Pa-
taliputra, seeking favour and fame. It was here that kavya seems first to have developed,
drawing probably on Magadhan folk song for new rhythms, and it was here that it acquired its
main characteristics as the literature of an imperial court and a sophisticated metropolis (p.
102) . . . As the imperial power of Magadha weakened, the temporary cultural hegemony of
Patal iputra was challenged successfully by other cities. Though the Magadhi language lost its
prestige, and its literature almost vanished . . . , the forms of kavya which we have found
established in the Empire , and which seem to have originated from Magadhi lyric poetry,
continued to be cultivated vigorously in a variety of languages in the different provinces
formerly under Magadhan ru l e " (p. 115).



CHAPTER III

POETRY OF THE MINOR FORM - LAGHUKA VYA

1. Introductory Remarks

The starting point for any discussion on metrical poetry in Sanskrit and Prakrit
must be its division into the two categories recognized by Indian kavis and older
literary critics: poetry of the minor form, laghukavya, and poetry of the major form,
mahakavya. The distinction is important since the history of classical poetry did not
begin with epic works of considerable length, as has been long thought, but, on the
contrary, with short poems which exercised a strong influence on long poems even
in later eras. The division was maintained even when the differences between the
two categories gradually began to disappear, as we saw in the previous chapter, due
to the fact that isolated stanzas from mahakavya could sometimes be enjoyed
equally well as short independent poems. Apart from the Bharatiya-Na-
tyasastra, which deals mainly with drama, even the oldest existing works on the
theory of poetry are of a relatively late date. It is therefore not surprising that Bha-
maha and Dandin, the first authorities on Indian poetics, give no detailed
descriptions of laghukavya whatsoever. They take the view that although short
poems do in fact exist, they require no separate explanation as they can all appear
in the form of parts (anga) of mahakavya or sargabandha1. However, we must not
forget that although mahakavya is the centre of poetic interest, Indian critics have
seldom been able to regard a long poem as a single, unified whole due to the
prominent position they accord to single stanzas and the often exaggerated attention
they devote to poetic figures. This attention, however, does not extend either to
whole sections (sarga) or to a number of verses linked together by a common theme.
The unit on which they base their rigorously applied criticism is always the stanza
which, even when it is part of a long poem, has a unity of its own and is actually
more important than the whole2. Older works on poetics have perhaps given greater
emphasis to the importance of short poems than do the oldest extant texts, indeed it
is not impossible that lost works even regarded laghukavya as the only true origin of
kavya.

1 ClKavyad. 1, 13:

muktakam kulakam kosah sahghdta iti tddrsah /
sargabandhdhgarupatvdd anuktah padyavistarah //

"(We) give no detailed description of verse-compositions such as muktaka, kulaka, kosa or
sahghdta, since they are part of the great poem {sargabandha)'".

2 Cf. Kdvydd. 1 ,20 .
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The major and minor forms of poetry are generally called mahakavya and
laghukavya respectively, but some critics use other terms. It is important to note
that Bhamaha3 and Vamana4 describe these two forms as nibaddha, "cohesive
(poetry)", and anibaddha, "non-cohesive (poetry)". Whereas nibaddha, which can
be equated with mahakavya, includes both "long poems" (in verse, prose or a
mixture of the two)5 and drama, anibaddha, which is identical with the term
laghukavya, covers all kinds of metrical short poems, i.e., all poems consisting of
one or only a few stanzas. The term mahakavya has a double meaning insofar as it is
used of a) any long poem or b) the long poem par excellence, i.e., a verse poem
consisting of a series of cantos (sarga). Although sargabandha, used in older poetic
theory, is a singularly appropriate name, I sometimes use the term mahakavya,
partly because this is the word most commonly used and partly because of the sharp
contrast we thereby get between maha- and laghukavya.

The number of classifications and their nomenclature vary from theorist to
theorist but the following are the terms generally used:

muktaka - single-stanza poem
yugmaka (also yugma, yugala or yugalaka) - two-stanza poem
sandanitaka (or visesaka) - three-stanza poem .
kapalaka - four-stanza poem \ several-stanza poem
kulaka - five-to-fifteen-stanza poem J
samghata - series of stanzas
kosa (or kosa) - collection of stanzas
khandakavya - short poetry.

In a yugmaka, literally "pair", the two stanzas are closely linked by both syntax
and content. Both the muktaka and the yugmaka show a clear tendency to be
constructed on the one-sentence-one-stanza principle, a characteristic we also find
in the oldest Tamil poetry. If the number of stanzas exceeds two, sandanitaka, "the
chain", kapalaka, "the group", or kulaka, "the multitude", are the terms used
which, if employed in a narrow sense, are the names given the poems of three, four
or five to fifteen stanzas respectively. More controversial is the term j>ajngha£a_,
"junction". This sort of poetry, longer than the kulaka and written all in the same
metre, deals with one single theme through the whole series of stanzas: a mountain,
a season, the pleasures experienced by a prince when bathing (jalavihara) with the
ladies of the court, a wedding, a battle, etc. The kosa, "treasure", on the other hand
is longer and exceedingly heterogeneous. These are anthologies, which are an
extremely important category in Sanskrit and Prakrit literature. They are collections
of muktakas that have either all been written and arranged by one single hand or
have been selected by an anthologist from the works of different poets. Collections
either arrange the stanzas in an arbitrary order or on some definite principle such as

3 See Kdvydlamkdra 1, 30.
4 See Kdvydlamkdrasutravrtti 1, 3, 27.
5 I.e., sargabandha (= mahakavya), dkhydyikd, kathd and campu; cf. p. 47.
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the metre, alphabetically according to the first word in the stanza, the theme, etc. If
poems are grouped by theme (for instance, the good man, the evil man, poets and
poetry, the moon, the sun, the lion, the elephant, the camel, the peacock, etc.,
spring, summer, the monsoon, etc., love in union, the sulky beloved, the abandoned
beloved, etc.) each theme is generally put into a special section (vrajya). Connois-
seurs regard such kosas as delightful (manorama) as the unity of the verse spares the
reader the distraction of having to readjust to different themes and allows him to
enjoy undisturbed a whole section of poetry written in the same sentiment (rasa).

We can trace yugmakas, sandanitakas, kapalakas, kulakas, samghatas and kosas
back to the muktaka since the origin of all these poems is simply the multiplication
of stanzas. The individual verses are generally loosely connected to each other,
mainly by metre and content, thus giving rise to minor forms whose classification is
determined by the number of stanzas, as we have seen. The yugmaka is a slightly
more complex form as the two stanzas often dovetail closely into each other.
Yugmakas are frequently to be found in mahakavyas, where they stand out from the
remainder of the verse by reason of the intimate relationship between the two
stanzas.

A more sharply defined category of laghukavya is khandakavya, which has an
independent position between laghu- and mahakavya,, The name means literally
"kavya consisting of (only) one section6 (khanda)". It is frequently confused with
samghata, but in fact there are two quite clear differences between the two:
khandakavya can employ themes much more freely and, even more important, it
^contains some kind of a story which, however limited or cursory and even when it is
only intended to provide a background for the narrative, nevertheless acts as a
vehicle that can bear up the descriptive writing in the stanzas. The classic examples
of this category are Kalidasa's "Cloud Messenger" (Meghaduta) and Bilhana's
"Fifty Stanzas concerning the Secret Enjoyment of Love" (Caurisuratapancasika).
As the title indicates, the latter consists of fifty stanzas whereas Kalidasa's poem has
just over a hundred7.

2. The Single-Stanza Poem (muktaka). Introduction

It is clear that the single-stanza poem, the muktaka, is the beginning of kavya.
Towards the close of the Late Vedic period Vedic norms gradually became obsolete
and were replaced by new structures. These new approaches did not become
canalized into one large, all-dominating poetic movement but developed into

6 Or "fragment".
7 Some authors regard the "Cloud Messenger" as being mahdkdvya, but this classification

will not stand close examination. Even further from the mark is the view held by
Nrsimhadeva, one of the commentators on Dandin's Kdvyddarsa, who regards the "Cloud
Messenger" as a samghata. Like all other "messenger poems" (diitakdvya, sandesakdvya) the
"Cloud Messenger" must of course be included among the khandakdvyas.
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different schools which, contrary to what one might suppose, did not employ
dramatic, epic and lyrical forms all at the same time but tended arbitrarily to
concentrate on one specific sort of text at a time. The very oldest school of true
kavya arose in circles that devoted themselves to the short poem: it was in accord
with their aesthetic ideals that the self-sufficient one-stanza poem should become
the norm of poetry. However, their single stanzas were quite different from those of
the rhapsodist, which were closely integrated into a larger context from which they
could seldom be separated. The single stanza of muktaka poetry is without context
and, as it is a complete poem, an artistically rounded whole, each part of it shows
far greater elaboration than is found in epic stanzas.

When judging a muktaka most early critics did not pay much attention to the
various poetic figures (alamkaras) used by the poet. The enjoyment of poetry was
much more dependent on verbal brilliance, subtlety of meaning and, particularly
important, on the sentiment (rasa) prevailing in any given stanza or, in the opinion
of many older theorists, the rasabhasa, the "appearance of sentiment" (which
corresponds closely to personification). These latter consider it to be rasabhasa
when a poet attributes human qualities to inanimate objects and describes, for
instance, a river, a region, a cloud, etc. in terms applicable to a beloved woman or a
mountain, a tree, etc. in the terms used for a lover in spite of the fact that the laws
governing rasa decree that only man is truly sentient. Sentiment, and particularly
the "appearance of sentiment", soon led to the feeling that behind the first meaning
of a poem there lay something hidden, something implied: the dhvani. Although it
was not until much later that schools of criticism (beginning with Anandavardhana,
9th century A.D.) gave dhvani pride of place as the criterion par excellence of
consummate poetry, it seems clear that the art of allusion, the practice of rasabhasa
and dhvani first came into use in the technique of early muktaka poetry. Even later,
when it was employed in mahakavya, this art was necessarily limited exclusively to
the single stanza and, in Sanskrit prose novels, to the complex sentence.

This is not the place in which to trace the history of sentiment, the implied, or
related techniques, nor to discuss in detail the attitudes adopted by various literary
schools to the aesthetic effect of muktaka. Moreover, Indian critics look at the
question from a much later point in time: several hundred years elapsed between
early muktaka poetry and the oldest preserved critical works and, as we have
already seen, later poetic theory no longer considered single stanzas from their own
point of view but mostly from that of the long poem. Let us, however, since it is
useful, quote the definition of muktaka given by the eclectic compiler of the alam-
kara portion of the Agnipurana (sections 337-347): muktakam sloka ekaikas ca-
matkaraksamah, "the muktaka is only a single stanza, (but) can (evoke) aesthetic
astonishment in a connoisseur.8" According to S.K. De, the author of this quotation
cannot have written it earlier than the middle of the 9th century.9 It may be only a
coincidence that his definition does not also mention sentiment, as the sections of

8 Agnip. 337, 36.
9 S.K. DE, History of Sanskrit Poetics, Calcutta 1960 2,1, p. 99.
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the Agnipurana that seem to stress the supreme importance of versatility in verbal
expression clearly attempt to synthetize the rules of rasa and alamkara. On the other
hand Anandavardhana, the great master of dhvani, unhesitatingly accepts the
saturation of single stanzas both with the implied and with sentiment. This was a
little before the author of the alamkara sections of the Agnipurana. Anandavardha-
na wrote (Dhvanyaloka III, 7-8) that muktakas from the pen of the poet Amaru10

positively dripped with erotic sentiment.11

Also worth noting is the opinion of the famous and learned Abhinavagupta (end
of 10th century) who further developed Anandavardhana's theories concerning
dhvani but made sentiment, not the implied, the central point of his poetics. In his
Dhvanyalokalocana - a commentary to the above-mentioned section of the
Dhvanyaloka - Abhinavagupta, quite consistently, looks at the single stanza from
the point of view of the enjoyment of rasa. However, he does not neglect the fact
that the appreciation of the sentiment in a stanza has nothing to do with either the
preceding or the following context. "A muktaka", he says, "is a (poem) which
permits the enjoyment of rasa without regard to what has gone before or what comes
after."

As far as the implied is concerned, its immense importance in single-stanza
poetry is well illustrated by the numerous stanzas we find used as examples in the
works of dhvani theorists. Anandavardhana and the critics of those schools that
adopted his principles quote not only contemporary poems but, what is even more
interesting, also poems by older authors, particularly Hala, whose anthology of
short poems, the Halasattasal, precedes Anandavardhana's discovery of dhvani by
about eight hundred years. In actual fact it would probably be more correct to
describe Anandavardhana's theories as a rediscovery, the sudden awareness of what
has long been unconscious poetic practice. The Kavyaprakasa, a much respected
summary of critical theory by the Kashmiri writer Mammata (1 lth century), is of
the opinion that the highest form of literature is poetry of implication, i.e., poetry
that hints at the inner meaning of a poem which, however, is not openly expressed
in words. As an example of one kind of implied meaning he quotes the following
very famous stanza by Hala12:

ua niccalanippamda bhisinipattammi rehai valaa /
nimmalamaragaabhaanaparitthia samkhasutti vva //

"Behold, how silent and motionless the hen-heron sits on the lotus leaf. (It is) as if a
pearloyster had settled on an emerald-green bowl."

Anyone reading the poem for the first time (particularly an uninitiated Western
mind) will naturally come to the conclusion that the picture the poet is presenting -

10 See p. 91 ff.
_ n Skt. rasa means both "juice'* and, in the figurative sense, "sentiment". According to
Anandvardhana, saturation with sentiment is not limited to single stanzas; rasa is to be found
both in long works (prabandha) and in muktaka; see Dhvanyaloka, loc. cit. (the previous
sentence).

12 Sattasal 1, 4; Kavyaprakasa 2, 1-2.
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a charming miniature - is a lovingly-described little scene from nature. A hen-
heron, whose shimmering greyish-white plumage is the same hue as mother-of-
pearl, has peacefully alighted on a lotus leaf which has the rounded shape and
colour of an emerald-green bowl. The reader will be partially right: the poet is
certainly describing a nature scene. Both the poet's presentation and his language
are fully in accord with the special demands that a pampered reading public makes
on short poems. However, in the eyes of the true connoisseur the two lines have by
no means yielded all the pleasure it is in their power to give so far. The reader's
appreciation of the poem will not be complete until he has grasped the implied, the
dhvani. Read correctly, the stanza contains a message from a young lady to her
lover. What the girl has to say is confidential, an arrangement between her and her
lover, and should not be comprehensible to anyone else. When she says that the
hen-heron sits there silent and motionless she is hinting that there is a place which is
quite undisturbed, where there is no danger of her mother, her relatives or
neighbours intruding. Read this way,13 the poem is therefore to be understood as a
proposal from a beloved (nayika) to her lover (nayaka):

"See, lover. Let us meet over there where the hen-heron sits on the lotus leaf so peacefully.
The fact that she remains there so quietly is a sure sign that the place is undisturbed by
people. There we can enjoy a tete-a-tete unseen."

Another interpretation of the muktaka is also possible. Instead of being a proposal,
the lines can be read as a reproach. In this case the girl is bitterly disappointed. Her
lover has not turned up as agreed, and when she later meets the faithless fellow she
discreetly lets him know what she thinks of him. "See how silent and motionless the
hen-heron still sits on the lotus leaf." That is to say:

"You have lied to me! You did not come to our rendez-vous, for how otherwise could the
hen-heron have remained sitting on the lotus leaf so silent and motionless."

Short poems in classical Indian literature can be compared with Indian
miniatures. Both present selected fields of animate and inanimate reality typical of
the art in question, for example landscapes, gods, people, animals and plants, and,
as critics have correctly recognized, portray feelings and sentiments by reproducing
situations and conditions. An important prerequisite for the proper understanding
of single-stanza poems is therefore that the reader should grasp the scene presented
by the poet right from the beginning and then, on the basis of the mental picture he
has acquired, gradually arrive at comprehension of the message contained in
muktaka. This is true not only of dhvani poetry but of all kinds of muktaka,
particularly those in which sentiment develops.14 We can take as an example the
following stanza by Amaru15, which is saturated with erotic sentiment (srriga-
rarasa)16:

sunyam vasagrham vilokya sayanad utthaya kirlcic chanair
nidravyajam upagatasya suciram nirvarnya patyur mukham /

visrabdham paricumbya jatapulakam alokya gandasthalim
lajjanamramukhi priyena hasata bala ciram cumbita //
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"When she saw that the bedroom was empty17 she rose quietly from the couch and looked
for a long time, a very long time, at the face of her (resting) husband who was (then) only
pretending to sleep. When she threw her arms ardently around him and looked at the skin
of his cheeks his (sudden) excitement was betrayed by the rising of his little hairs; her lover
gave her a long kiss: but the girl hung her head in shame."

This poem by Amaru is a description of happy love (sambhogasrhgara) between a
lover (nayaka) and his beloved (nayika), to use the words favoured by poets and
critics. The theme of other short poems is unhappy love (vipralambhasrngara),
generally illustrated by a beloved who has been abandoned, or by the enforced
separation (viraha) of the lovers. A great many critics consider that tragic love is
poetically more effective than happy, requited love.

Muktaka poetry generally paints miniature pictures and scenes, or else it carefully
builds up a description of a single theme.18 The poet manages to find new,
surprising variations, but prefers to use certain definite themes, as is shown by the
fact that anthologies (kosa) are often arranged into sections (vrajya) according to the
subject matter.19 Both in Sanskrit and in Prakrit (later also in certain literary forms
in Neo-Indo-Aryan languages)20 Indian lyrical poetry begins with single-stanza
poems. Although we can point to a considerable number of differences between
this, the smallest form of kavya, and Western lyrical poetry, it is true of both that
they compress the maximum of poetic message into a limited space and that,
despite their brevity, they are highly polysemous and are written on several different
levels.

It is possible to classify muktaka poetry by content, the most important categories
being lyrical nature poems, lyrical love poems, religious poetry and, lastly,
reflective didactic poetry, although this cannot always be reckoned as true kavya. As

13 Regarding the necessity of re-reading poetry in order to come to a full understanding see
p. 37.

14 Of course the majority of short poems have two different functions as both a sentiment
and something implied are developed. Notice, too, that those critics who push their theories
of rasa to the extreme consider only the combination of rasa and dhvani to be the source of
true poetry. Of the three kinds of the implied that are generally postulated - the implied on
the basis of content (yastudhvani), the implied on the basis of figures (alamkdradhvani) and
the implied on the basis of sentiment (rasadhvani) - these strict critics accept only the last.

15 Amarusataka 82.
16 Besides the erotic sentiment, which is by far the commonest and the most important,

theorists mention the following kinds of rasa: raudrarasa, the furious sentiment, virarasa, the
heroic sentiment, blbhatsarasa, the repulsive sentiment, hdsyarasa, the comic sentiment,
karunarasa, the pathetic sentiment, adbhutarasa, the miraculous sentiment, bhaydnakarasa,
the terrifying sentiment and sdntarasa, the sentiment of peace of mind, though this is not
universally accepted.

17 I.e., that no one (other than her husband) was in the room.
18 As regards the construction of a stanza on several different levels, see p. 22 ff.
19 Cf.p.67.
20 In the oldest literature in the Dravidian languages, Tamil, poetry commenced with

short poems, which were highly accomplished from the very beginning and have remained the
supreme form of creative literary writing in Tamil ever since.
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in other literatures, a count would certainly show that love poetry was numerically
by far the largest of the four categories. Very early love poetry seems to have become
the most fully developed and the most highly polished of the lyrical poems,.
probably due to its immense popularity. Either they took the form of a portrayal of
the beloved (nayika), the lover (nayaka) or of the loving couple (as in the poem by
Amaru quoted above), or else in the form of indirect speech (as in the stanza by
Hala on p. 69, where it is put into the mouth of the beloved) or even in the form of a
short dialogue, as in the following stanza by Amaru21:

kva prasthitasi karabhoru ghane nisithe
pranesvaro vasati yatra manahpriyo me /

ekakini vada katham na bibhesi bale
nanv asti punkhitasaro madanah sahayah //

"Where are you going in the depths of the night, you who have thighs (rounded) like the
trunk of an elephant?" - "(I am going to) where my lover lives, the lord of my life." -
"(But) tell (me), oh girl, are you not afraid (of being) alone?" - "Am I not accompanied by
love (armed) with feathered arrows?"

The poem is a dialogue between an abhisarika, a girl setting out a night on her love-
promenade22, and another woman, perhaps a confidante or a friend of the
beloved's. I have already shown that in muktaka poetry popular practice liked to
make the length of the stanza coincide with a complete sentence, which then
formed the whole stanza. This one-sentence-one-stanza structure is in fact accom-
plished in a masterly way in the two poems quoted above, Amaru 82 and Hala I, 4.
This structure not only gives the poem elegance; the technique also intensifies the
density of the poetry as it links the different parts closely together syntactically as
well as rounding off the stanza in a harmonious manner. For obvious reasons the
construction cannot be used in dialogue poems such as the example quoted above,
but the poem is nevertheless strictly constructed and well articulated in accordance
with the rigorous demands of muktaka: the questions the friend asks in lines one
and three are answered by the girl herself in lines two and four.

It is also characteristic of love poetry in muktaka form that the personae nearly
always come from the same somewhat limited circle of defmite types. The lead is of
course always played by the nayaka and the nayika, though their roles are not those
of hero and heroine proper. The other carminis personae are: the woman who acts
as messenger (duti) for one of the loving couple, the beloved's female friend (sakhl,
sah-acari), her mother, the co-wife or rival (sapatni), the courtesan (ganika) and
lastly, the lover's friend or companion (sahacara).23 Poets never grow weary of these
few characters. They are particularly fond of describing the behaviour of loving
couples when special characteristics make the types even more distinct, for example
the beloved who is shy and inexperienced (mugdha), moderately experienced
(madhya) or the girl who is passionate and most experienced (pragalbha). Other
poems may describe the lover, his beloved and the female messenger in various

2 ' Amarusataka 71.
22 Cf.p.23.
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situations, usually typical ones, which likewise become fixed as the kavya
develops.24 In love poetry the same persons frequently reappear in different
constellations which furnish the basic material for the lyrical action that the poet
works out. Usually not more than two people are involved at a time: the loving
couple themselves, the beloved and her confidante, the lover talking to his female
messenger, being advised, exhorted or admonished by her, etc. Furthermore, the
reader's first task is to recognize the situation the poet is creating, as this is a
prerequisite for the proper understanding of the world portrayed in the poem. In the
case of many poems this initial process of understanding is facilitated by the
existence of a commentary, often written much later, which tells the reader in a few
words who is speaking to whom, under what circumstances, etc., or gives him
information about what type of lovers are to be found in the stanza. Examples of the
sort of indications provided are: sapatnicaranalaksankitam nayakam khandita
sersyam aha, "the deceived (woman) speaks with jealousy to the lover who is
stained with the foot-paint of her rival";25 prositapatika tatsakhl va lekhamukhena
nayakam aha, "a girl in love whose lover has gone away, or her femal friend, says in
a letter to the lover";26 sandhyasamayavyajena dutl kacid abhisarikam tvarayitum
aha, "referring to (the fact that) dusk (has already fallen), a female messenger
exhorts an abhisarika to hasten";27 kacit pranayakalahantarita sahacarim pratyaha,
"a (girl) separated (from her lover) because of a lovers' quarrel says to her (female)
friend";28 or kacin manasvinl dayitam upalabhate, "a sulky girl scolds her lover".29

Even if the central subject of single-stanza poetry is love, it is generally not
connubial. The love celebrated in this poetry treats woman as an erotic object, and

23 It is interesting to note tha t we meet the same circle of stereotyped persons in classical
love poetry (akam) in Tami l . This latter and Indo-Aryan muktaka have other features in
common, too, above all the short form and a n u m b e r of themes. In this connect ion, see S.
L I E N H A R D , Tami l Literary Convent ions and Sanskrit Muk taka Poetry, W Z K S 20 (1976), p.
101 ff.; S. L I E N H A R D , Bauern, Berge, Nacht und Winter , Festschrift for E. Sluszkiewicz,
Warsaw 1974, p. 137 ff.; G.L. H A R T , T h e Monsoon in Ancient Tami l and Indo-Aryan
Poetry, Proceedings of the II Intern. Conf. Seminar of Tami l Studies, II, Madras 1971 , p . 162
ff; G.L. H A R T , C o m m o n Elements between Early Tami l and Indo-Aryan Li terature , ibid., p .
168 ff. The correspondences are often so clear that one cannot reject entirely the possibility of
Dravidian influence on early Prakrit and Sanskrit short poems. O n the other hand it seems
improbable tha t muktaka poetry can have influenced classical Tami l lyrical p o e m s as
Cahkam poetry is not only older than the earliest preserved muktaka stanzas; it had also
risen to far greater heights. It is not possible to prove the theory put forward by G.L. H A R T in
The Relation between Tami l and Classical Sanskrit Literature, Wiesbaden 1976 (HIL X, 2),
that the numerous correspondences can be explained by an unknown quanti ty; he postulates
a third literary school which spread from the Deccan and influenced both classical Tami l
poetry and the oldest muktaka poems.

24 See S. L I E N H A R D , Typen der nayika im indischen kavya, W Z K M 52 (1955), p . 393 ff.
25 Gangadhara on Hala 464.
26 Gangadhara on Hala 485 .
27 Gangadhara on Hala 662.
28 Ar junavarmadeva on A m a r u 15.
29 Arjunavarmadeva on A m a r u 69. Regarding the types khandita, prositapatika, abhisa-

rika and kalahantarita, see S. L I E N H A R D , Typen der nayika im indischen kavya, p . 393 ff.
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illusion and enchantment for men, and it is in the majority of cases an illicit and
forbidden love. Poets observe woman's every mien and gesture with acuteness and
expert knowledge: they note every word, the slightest movement, the least change of
tone and interpret even the most insignificant sign as an indication of inclination,
invitation or refusal. In contrast to the Vedic period, later ages regarded marriage
from a purely utilitarian point of view, at any rate Brahmans and other upper
classes, who only married in order to ensure that there were progeny. It was
therefore quite natural that the idealization of eroticism should lead to the
glorification of illicit love. With reference to the science of love (kamasastra), late
theorists call the three categories of nayika:

1. The subject's own wife (svastri, svlya),
2. Another man's wife (paraklya, anyastri, anya),
3. The common wife, i.e. a courtesan (sadharanastri, sadharana, sadharani, sa-

manyanayika).30

Classical poets generally illustrate connubial love, i.e., love of the svastri, only with
the shy, newly-married girl, navodha. The great majority of love poems, however,
do not deal with love between husband and wife but with a relationship either with
the wife of another man or with a hetaera (vesya, ganika). The structure of society
being what it was then, there were in fact hardly any really free, unattached young
women with the exception of courtesans, so that extra-marital relations with
another woman were only possible under two circumstances; the woman was either
married to another man or already promised in marriage to someone (kanyaka).31

It is necessary to have some knowledge of the factual background in order to be able
fully to understand erotic poetry in Sanskrit and Prakrit.

As we have remarked, a single-stanza poem can be one element in a series of
stanzas (samghata), in a poem in one section (khandakavya) or in a long poem
(mahakavya) inasfar as the single stanza is often only related to the whole poem by
the fact that they have a common theme. The examples chosen by critics to
illustrate their theories are predominantly single stanzas, either per se or from ka-
vyas, and they show that stanzas can be excerpted from their context without
difficulty. The word muktaka is derived from the Skt. root muc, "to release", "to

30 Cf. inter alia Visvanatha, Sdhityadarpana 96 and the further classification in 9 7 - 1 2 3 .
See also S. L I E N H A R D , Typen der nayika, p. 388.

31 For the subdivision of paraklya into parodhd and kanyaka see Sdhityadarpana 108 and
S. L I E N H A R D , Typen der nayika, p. 392 ff.

32 Vajjdl. 14-16. Translat ion after M.V. P A T W A R D H A N .
33 Ed.: H. OLDENBERG and R. PISCHEL, P T S 1883, 2nd .eda,. with appendices by JEC.R.

N O R M A N and L. A L S D O R F , P T S 1966. - Lit.: S. L I E N H A R D , Sur la structure poetique des

Theratherigatha, JA 263 (1975), p . 375 ff. - Translations: ( M R S . ) R H Y S D A V I D S , Psalms of the
Early Buddhists, P T S 1964 (reprint); K.R. N O R M A N , The Elders ' Verses, I: Theragatha, P T S
1969; II: Therigatha, P T S 1971; K.E. N E U M A N N , Die Lieder der Monche und Nonnen
G o t a m o Buddhos, Berlin 1899, reprint: Zurich-Vienna 1957, in vol. Ill of the Gesamtausga-
be (not reliable). For fragments of the Sarvastivadin Sthaviragathas discovered in Turkestan
see H. B E C H E R T , Bruchstiicke buddhistischer Versammlungen: 1. Die Anavataptagatha und
die Sthaviragatha, Berlin 1961 (STT 6).
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free". It should not be understood, as it sometimes is, in the sense of "pearl", i.e.,
"pearl of a poem"; it means quite simply "that which is detached", "a detached
stanza". This clearly does not reflect the old designation of short poems; it is rather
a product of the later, mistaken conception of a short poem as being really only a
stanza "freed" from its context and of single-stanza poetry on the whole as being a
secondary form derived from long poems, if it is to be regarded as a separate form at
all. In reality, exactly the reverse is true. Long before the rise of kavya, a category of
single-stanza poetry, muktaka, reached maturity and held a key position right from
the very beginning in Old and Middle Indian literature (and, to some extent, in
Neo-Indian literature, too). Not only did short poetry influence other genres to a
degree that has hardly been realized so far, it also became a living part of the way of
life and outlook of those classes who handed down the traditions of poetry, a highly
cultivated, largely urban society. Moreover, the finest works of the classical poets
have been written in the poetic miniature-painting that is the muktaka genre.

An older, authentic and factually correct name for independent stanzas is gatha.
We find it in titles such as Theragatha, Therigatha, Gathasaptasati, etc., and, as it is
derived from the Skt. verb ga(y), it means that the Indian public did not read short
poems, but that these single-stanzas were intended to be heard in the form of song
or recitation. As we have already seen, poetry was mostly recited in poets'
associations, at court, in the houses of courtesans, by Pandits and other educated
and usually wealthy people. Like composition, recitation required knowledge, skill
and practice: "All people confidently recite gathas in all the literary meetings. But
their real sense is understood only by the great literary connoisseurs". "The poor
gatha weeps when it is being learned by uneducated rustics. It is tortured like a cow
(being milked) by unpractised milkmen." "Oh gatha: you will be mutilated and
spoiled like a piece of sugar-cane being nibbled hard and forcefully by the teeth of a
rustic."32

A third name for single-stanza poems that is often used is subhasita, "that which
is beautifully (or strikingly) expressed". Whereas the term gatha is applied to a
stanza that is predominantly lyrical and is constructed according to the rules of ka-
vya, subhasita is used for any sort of well-formulated poetic utterance, even
epigrammatic and didactic verse.

3. Single-Stanza Poetry

The major part of early muktaka poetry is unfortunately lost. The existence of
lyrical poetry prior to the beginning of the Christian era is proved, significantly
enough, by works whose main aim is neither literary nor concerned with the
aesthetic aspects of language, namely various texts of the Buddhist canon in Pali.
Although a few stanzas with literary pretensions can be found in parts of both the
Vinaya- and Suttapitaka, only the fifth and last collection of the latter, the
Khuddakanikaya, whose Sanskrit and Prakrit versions are lost, is cf any particular
importance. In this group of fifteen, frequently very dry texts there are the verse
anthologies Theragatha, the "songs of the monks", and Therigatha33, the "songs of



76 S. Lienhard • A History of Classical Poetry ,_

the nuns", and the Suttanipata34, the "little Collection of Sermons". All three texts
are of a considerable age, at least in part, and this mainly religious and didactic
material is interspersed with passages of genuine literary value, whereas a fourth
anthology, the Dhammapada, the "Words of Instruction", is almost entirely
didactic and epigrammatic. Even where this anthology has literary pretentions, they
are far removed from the poetic manner of kavya.

Unlike the Suttanipata, which is in verse with occasional prose passages, the
Thera- and Therigatha contain numerous single-stanza poems: 120 in the former
and 18 in the latter. Both are arranged in a way that is typical of the Buddhist
canon, i.e., they begin with the shortest texts and proceed with ever-longer units: a
section (nipata) consisting only of single-stanza poems (ekanipata) is followed by
one with only two-stanza poems (dukanipata), after which come three-stanza poems
(tikanipata), four-stanza poems (catukkanipata), etc. In content, most of the poems
are enunciations of the Buddhist conceptions of truth and release: the poets praise
the happiness given by redeeming insight, relate their religious experiences or
contrast their previous worldly existence with their new spiritual life.

These two ekanipatas are quite possibly the very oldest parts of the Thera- and
Therigatha. Most of the short poems have little or no poetic value, but a number of
the gathas show that their authors were very familiar with contemporary profane
poetry. We can see that they were well acquainted with the aesthetic effects of
various stylistic means because they used them in their religious poems, which
sometimes hover on the threshold of true poetry. In the Theragatha it is particularly
noticeable, as M. Winternitz suspected, that many monks were more poet than
monk. He writes: "More poet than monk, they delighted to linger on descriptions
of woodland and mountain scenery in which wanders the sage, sunk in meditation.
When thunder rolls and rain patters down from dark clouds, the liberated monk
sits, blissful, in his cave."35 The first half of Theragatha 110, reputedly written by a
monk named Usabha, is unmistakably poetic:

naga nagaggesu susamvirulha udaggameghena navena sitta,

"The trees on the mountain-tops have shot up, well watered by the fresh rain-cloud on
high".36

The elaborate manner in which the euphonic ornamentation (sabdalamkara) has
been employed shows that Usabha composed the stanza with the care and
sensitivity of a poet. The first word, naga, corresponds with the naga0 of the
following word, °agge(su) with (ud)agga0, the °su of nagaggesu with the su° of
susamvirulha, and the rhyming pair °meghena navena, placed almost at the end of

3 4 Ed.: D . A N D E R S E N and H. S M I T H , P T S 1965 3 (reprint). - Translat ions: E.M. H A R E ,
Woven Cadences, P T S 1948 2 ; N Y A N A P O N I K A , Sutta-Nipata, Konstanz 1955 (in German) ;
K.E. N E U M A N N , Die Reden G o t a m o Buddhos aus der Sammlung der Bruchstiicke Suttanipa-
to des Pal i -Kanons, Leipzig 1905, 1911 2 , reprint: Zurich-Vienna 1957, in vol. Ill of the
Gesamtausgabe (not reliable).

3 5 M. W I N T E R N I T Z , G I L II, p . 84.
36 Translat ion after K.R. N O R M A N , op. cit., I, p. 14.
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the line, corresponds with the naga nagga0 at the beginning, giving the two quarters
(pada) of the stanza harmonic balance. The aesthetic quality of the rhythm and,
above all, of the sound give the text a structural pattern that makes it genuinely
poetic.37

Many such stanzas must have been composed by monks during the monsoon,
their period of residence (vassavasa), as they must then have had an excellent
opportunity of writing gathas. A great many poems not only took over the
conventions and imagery of contemporary kavya; they also quite clearly imitated
the existent literary forms of secular poetry. There was, however, one difference in
that the gatha poet endeavoured to raise the language of his religious poetry above
that of his profane model. Buddhist writers deliberately shifted the emphasis of their
poems away from the happy and unhappy love (sambhogasrngara and vipralam-
bhasrngara respectively) of the secular poets to the achievement of release, the only
true joy which, according to early Buddhist theory, was granted alone to the solitary
monk or nun meditating in a world of his or her own. The lives of both are
concentrated, prudent and serene:

channa m e kutika sukha nivata vassa deva ya thasukham /
cit tam m e susamahi tam v imut tam atapi viharami vassa deva / / (Subhuti)3 8

" M y small hut is roofed, pleasant, draught-free; rain sky, as you please; my mind is well-
concentrated, released; I remain zealous; rain, sky." 3 9

nila sugiva sikhino mora karamviyam abhinandant i /
te sitavatakalita sut tam jhayam nibodhenti / / (Cit taka)4 0

"Blue, with beautiful necks, the crested peacocks call in Karamvl; urged on by the cool
breeze they awaken the sleeper to medi ta t ion ." 4 1

ni labbhavanna rucira sitavari sucindhara /
indagopakasanchanna te sela ramayant i m a m / / (Vanavaccha)4 2

"Those rocks delight me , the colour of the blue clouds, beautiful, with cool waters and pure
streams, covered with Indagopaka mi tes . " 4 3

acchodika puthusi la gonarigulamigayuta /
ambusevalasanchanna te sela ramayant i m a m / / (Vanavaccha) 4 4

" W i t h clear water and wide crags, haunted by monkeys and deer, covered with oozing
moss, those rocks delight m e . " 4 5

37 Cf. S. L I E N H A R D , Sur la structure poetique des Theratherigatha, p. 379.
38 Therag. 1.
39 Translat ion after K.R. N O R M A N , op. cit., I, p . 1.
40 Therag. 22.
4 1 K.R. N O R M A N , op. cit., p . 3.
42 Therag. 13.
43 K.R. N O R M A N , op. cit., p. 2. " Indagopaka insects" (Norman) corrected to " Indagopaka

mites" . See p . 23 above.
44 Therag. 113.
4 5 K.R. N O R M A N , op. cit., p . 15.
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sukham tvam vuddhike sehi katva colena paruta /
upasanto hi te rago sitibhuta si nibbuta // (Sumana)46

"Lie down happily, old lady, clad in the garment (which you) have made; for your desire is
stilled; you have become cool, quenched."47

The majority of the monk and nun poems have thus few poetic qualities but
convey rather the impression of being rhythmic prose which is made more striking
and easier to remember because it is cast in verse form. It is therefore surprising to
discover the literary merits of the poems quoted above, generally in the first half of
the stanza. This first half, which describes the situation and the surroundings, often
contains a great deal of imagery and linguistic embellishment, whereas the second
half is mostly factual and intellectual, indeed downright monkish. It is the
immediacy and the purity of tone of the stanzas that gives them their attraction;
their apparent simplicity is, however, an illusion. Although the complex sentence
construction, elaborate similes and other artistic devices of classical poetry are
lacking here, the literary value of some of the gathas presupposes the existence of a
well-developed system of rules governing contemporary kavya, at any rate as far as
the basic elements were concerned. Where the first of the two poems by Vanavaccha
(Therag. 13) describes the beginning of the monsoon using the well-known
attributes associated with the rainy season (rocks, clouds, indragopas), Subhuti's
stanza (Therag. 1) imitates one type of erotic short poem: the well-roofed hut,
comfortable and protected from rain and storm. Here, of course, the hut is not being
extolled as the scene of the lovers' erotic games, as it would have been in secular ka-
vya. In the religious poetry of the monks the picture is transformed: the pleasant
hut is described as the dwelling in which the monk lives happily during his period of
retreat (vassavasa), the place in which he can devote himself to meditation and other
spiritual exercises safe and without fear of rainstorms.48

The poetic parts of the Pali version of the Buddhist canon date from about 500-
100 B.C.49 As we can see from the above and other characteristic examples, poetic
form is clearly already moving along the same lines as kavya. It is not only the
choice of certain definite (literary) imagery and attributes that is typical; the
language is searching for new means of expression, using for instance special words
from the vocabulary of poetry, experimenting with new metres or fitting into the
stanza long compound words which are chosen mainly for their euphonic qualities.
The break with the Vedic-Sanskrit tradition seems therefore to have taken place
much earlier than has generally been supposed. It is probable that the factors which
triggered off this shift in the system of poetic rules did not come from Sanskrit
sources, which for some time remained strictly Brahmanical and conservative. The

46 Theng. 16.
47 K.R. N O R M A N , op. cit., II, p . 3. The compiler and commenta to r D h a m m a p a l a

(probably 5th century A.D.) ascribes the poem to the nun Sumana, who is characterized as a
vuddhapabbajita: " S u m a n a , who went forth when old".

48 These questions are discussed in greater detail in S. L I E N H A R D , Sur la structure
poetique, etc., p . 384 ff.

49 Cf. A.K. W A R D E R , Indian Kavya Literature, II, p . 22.
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majority of the new impulses came rather from those sections of society that
employed Middle Indian languages as a cultural medium, sections which, even in
the first century after the death of Gautama Buddha (about 480 B.C.), were the
bearers of a mainly secular poetic art that was partly urban, partly courtly.

It is a great pity that no samples have come down to us of what is therefore the
earliest secular poetry to exist during the second half of the first millennium B.C.
and that we possess only a few stanzas of the Buddhist canon with which to study
the development of the earliest kavya. Even if these stanzas are a species of religious
poetry, they do show that we may assume the existence of secular poetry which
flourished at the same time. Although the oldest category of kavya, short poems,
probably grew up and developed in Prakrit circles, the new methods of writing
poetry soon spread to writers of Sanskrit poetry. Tradition ascribes the oldest kavyas
in Sanskrit _to the poets Panini and Patanjali. The two greatest authorities on
Sanskrit grammar are closely connected to the names of these two poets: Panini, the
author of the Astadhyayl, the oldest existing grammar of Sanskrit (5th or 4th
century B.C.), and Patanjali, who wrote the Mahabhasya (2nd century B.C.); the
"Great Commentary" on Panini's Astadhyayl. Although Panini at least is credited
with the authorship of one or two other (lost) mahakavyas, only a few stanzas have
been preserved of either poet's work and, unless they are parts of longer poems,
these stanzas belong to the minor form of muktaka poetry. Stanzas by Panini are to
be found in anthologies as are others by Patanjali^ some of whose stanzas are also
referred to^ together with other poems, in his own grammatical work, the Mahabha-
sya.50 So far it has proved exceedingly difficult to form any judgement of their
authenticity: not only do Panini's stanzas approach the perfection of kavya
although they are rather simply constructed in parts; we have no definite proof that
the two poets can in fact be identified as the grammarians Panini and Patanjali and
therefore really did live in the 5th or 4th and the 2nd centuries respectively. The
question also arises as to what extent the quotations in the Mahabhasya can be
regarded as authentic./We may take as an example a quite typical love-poem which
is given in Patanjali's commentary only as a fragment (the last quarter of a stanza):

varatanu sampravadanti kukkutah,

"O fair-limbed one, the cocks are (already) crowing".

It seems that this was the final line of an ancient samasyapurana, i.e., an unfinished
verse to be completed by another poet, for the same line reappears in some later
works such as, for example, Halayudha's commentary on Pingala's Chandahsutras
and the Aucityavicaracarca, a work on literary criticism by the poet Ksemendra
who incorrectly characterizes this erotic muktaka as a stanza by Kuma-
radasa:

50 F. KIELHORN, Quotations in the Mahabhashya and the Kasika-Vritti, IA 14 (188$), p."
.326 fif,.; G. BUHLER, Die indischen Inschriften und das Alter der indischen Kunstpoesie,
SAWW, Phil.-Hist. Kl. 122 (1890), p. 72; K.G. SUBRAHMANYAM, Patanjalijand Kavy.a
.Literature Presumed.by.Him ̂ AIOC 1924, pp. 96-99. *""*"* "" " "~
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ayi vijahihi drdhopaguhanam
tyaja navasamgamabhlru vallabham /

arunakarodgama esa vartate
varatanu sampravadanti kukkutah //

"O fair-limbed one, timid of the first union, loosen your close embrace, leave your
beloved! See: the rays of the sun are rising and the cocks are (already) crowing!"

We come up against the same uncertainty as there is about the poetic oeuvre of
Panini and Patanjali in the case of Vararuci as we definitely know that several
authors with the same name must have existed. Two lost poems entitled CarumatI
and Kanthabharana were possibly the work of the earliest Vararuci, to whom we
may perhaps ascribe a few of the approximately twenty poems under his name in
various anthologies of verse. The temptation is great to identify this Vararuci as the
third important grammarian and the author of the Varttikasutras on the Asta-
dhyayi, Vararuci (Katyayana). We can say with a fair degree of certainty that the
latter lived somewhere between Panini and Patanjali, i.e., about the 3rd century
B.C.51 Be that as it may, the fact remains that Vararuci is one of the names to be
conjured with in Sanskrit and Prakrit literature; it is used of the legendary learned
man and poet whom tradition associates with King Vikramaditya of UjjayinI at
whose court Vararuci, Kalidasa and the other great Indian poets known as 'The
Nine Jewels' are said to have lived and worked.

It is quite conceivable that some authors whose stanzas have been included in
anthologies may be reckoned among the early muktaka poets. What we must
unfortunately assume is, however, that it is in the very nature of short poetry for the
vast majority of the poems to be forgotten. Short poems were handed down to
posterity either orally, in which case only the most important of the ever increasing
number of stanzas escaped oblivion, or else, by being anthologized, they achieved
written form which, as the choice was an arbitrary one, gives us only a sample of the
poet's creative work.

The oldest anthology that has been preserved is the Sattasal, or GahasattasaI,(Skt.
SaptasatI, GathasaptasatI)52, compiled by Hala, which also marks one of the highest

51 Cf. A.K. W A R D E R , Indian Kavya Li terature , II, p . 106 ff.
52 Ed^: A. W E B E R , I, A K M 5,3 (Leipzig 1870); reprinted: Nende ln 1966 (with t ranslat ion

into G e r m a n ) ; A. W E B E R , II, A K M 7,4_(Leipzig 1881), reprinted: Nende ln 1966 (with t ransl .
in to Ge rman) ; P A R A M A N A N D S A S T R I , A n a n d a p u r i , Mera th 1965; A.N. U P A D H Y E , K o l h a p u r
1970 (Shivaji Univers i ty Sanskrit and Prakri t Series' 3); R. B A S A K , (Calcutta) 1971
(Bibliotheca Indica; with English translat ion); M.V. P A T W A R D H A N , ' A h m e d a b a d 1980 (with
the commentary by Bhavanapala), Part I: Text, .Part II: Introduction, transitTndex and
.glossery (in print); H. TlEKEfcL,, Hala's Sattasai: Stemma and Edition (Gjlhas j[-50), with
.Transl. and Notes, Leiden 1983. - Literature: V.V. MIRASHI, The Original Name of the Ga-
thasaptasatI, AIOC, Nagpur (1946), p. 370 ff.; V.V. MIRASHI, The Date of the GathasaptasatI,
IHQ 23 (1947), p. 300 ff.; O. RAMACHANDRAIYA, Salivahana-hala, JIH 38 (1960), p. 365 ff;
S.V. SOHONI, First five verses of Gaha Sattasai, JBORS 50 (1964), p. 1 ff. - Translations: A.
WEBER, Leipzig 1870 and 1881; R. BASAK, Calcutta 1971; H. TIEKEN (Gathas 1-50 only),
Leiden.
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points reached by short poems. As its name implies, the volume contains about
seven hundred poems by various authors in Maharastri, the lyrical Prakrit par
excellence. Forty of them are by Hala himself. The genealogies in the Puranas
mention Hala as the seventeenth successor to the throne of an important reigning
house. This is the powerful Satavahana or Andhra (Andhrabhrtya) dynasty, which
replaced the house of Maurya in the Deccan area about 230 B.C., reigning until the
end of the 3rd century A.D. At the height of its power, this dynasty succeeded in
extending its rule far to the north, possibly right up to Magadha.53 According to the
puranic list, which only gives him five brief years on the throne, Hala reigned about
the year 50 A.D.54 As the material from which he compiled the Sattasai cannot
therefore be later than the 1st century A.D., the six existing versions of his
anthology certainly represent later revisions of an earlier work. This conclusion is
supported by the linguistic evidence, which indicates that some time between 200
and 450 A.D. is the date of the existing versions.55 Also important is the fact that
there are only 430 stanzas that are to be found in all six versions of the Sattasai,
while the majority of the Hala quotations referred to elsewhere by critics are to be
found in none of them.

Although some researchers have given a much later date, for the composition of
these works on the basis of linguistic, historic or religious evidence (e.g., A. Weber,
from the 3rd to the 7th century A.D.56, or R.G. Bhandarkar, 6th century A.D.)57,
there can be little doubt that King Hala, often called simply Satavahana after the
family and dynastic name, did in fact compile the original version of the Sattasai,
and that this did contain the nucleus of the still extant latter versions. The Prakrit
anthology of verse entitled Vajjalagga mentions Hala as king of the city of Pratistha-
na on the banks of the river Godavari.58 On the other hand the poet Bana, master of
difficult Sanskrit prose, includes Satavahana (variant form Salivahana) among the
eight poets he admires most (in one of the introductory stanzas to his Harsacarita,
the "Life and Deeds of Harsa"): he has "created an (artistically) immortal, polished
collection (kosa) of single-stanza poems (subhasita)".59 R.G. Bhandarkar subscribed
to the opinion that the (Gaha)sattasai and Satavahana's Kosa were two entirely
different texts, but closer examination has shown that the two titles refer to one and
the same anthology.60 The final stanza of some versions of Hala unequivocally call

53 See K.A. N I L A K A N T A S A S T R I , A History of South India from Prehistoric T imes to the
Fall of Vijayanagar, O U P : Madras , etc. 1976 4 , p . 92 ff.

54 Cf. R .M. S M I T H , Dates and Dynast ies in Earliest India, Delh i -Pa tna-Varanas i 1973, pp .
382, 384; F.E. P A R G I T E R , T h e P u r a n a Text of the Dynast ies of the Kali Age, Oxford 1913,
pp . 36, 7 1 .

55 Cf. A.B. K E I T H , History of Sanskrit Li terature , L o n d o n 1920 1 , 1 9 4 1 2 , 1948 3 p . 224 .
5 6 A. W E B E R , II, p . XXII I .
57 R.G. Bhandarkar C o m m e m o r a t i o n Volume, p. 189.
58 Vajjal. 468 .
59 Harsac, stanza 14 (Introduction).
60 V.V. M I R A S H I , The Original N a m e of the Gathasaptasat i , p . 370 ff. See also V.S.

Agrawala, The Deeds of Harsha (Being a cultural study of Bana's Harshacarita), Varanasi
1969, p . 7.
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the anthology Kosa. Ihe older name of the work, (also used by Banas, was clearly
Kosa orjGahakosa (Skt. Kosa, Gathakosa) and it was not .untilthe,9th century that
the new name, Sattasal or Gahasattasai, came into use. In the 8th century Hala's
anthology is still defined as the Kosa in the Jaina poet Uddyotana Sun's Kuvalaya-
mala.61 The link between the Sattasal, the Satavahana dynasty and the south of
India, Maharastra in particular, is clearly confirmed by the fact that a number of
stanzas mention the Vindhya mountains and the rivers Tapi, Reva and Godavari,
all of which lie in the heart of the Satavahana realm, whereas mountains, rivers or
areas to the north are not mentioned in a single stanza.

The centre of the Satavahana state was the city mentioned in the Vajjalagga,
Pratisthana (the modern Paithan), the seat of the court. The fact that points of
similarity can be found between the Prakrit poetry of the Sattasal and the oldest
Tamil poetry62 can perhaps be explained by the southerly situation of this culturally
very advanced kingdom and by its contact with the Dravidian language and literary
traditions on its southern and eastern borders. Hala's reign coincided with the
flowering of Tamil Cankam lyrical poetry which, having already reached perfection
in form and content, quite possibly exercised an influence on creative writing in
Maharastra. A Satavahana coin dated 168 or 170 A.D. bears a short inscription in
both Prakrit and Tamil: a certain indication that during the second half of the 2nd
century Tamil was spoken in the Satavahana kingdom as well as Prakrit, then the
lingua franca of Southern India.63

The reputation of the Sattasai as a model of refined lyrical poetry remained
untarnished throughout the ages. Not only were a multitude of examples chosen just
from Hala by a number of famous critics and theorists, particularly of the dhvani
and rasa schools; the great fame of the work is also attested to by the rich crop of
books of comment that has sprung up round Hala's anthology in the course of time,
books which have so far been too little exploited. It is difficult to be certain today
how many poets contributed to the Sattasal. Bhuvanapala, one of the first
commentators, mentions the figure 384. Originally the author of each muktaka was
named, individual poets contributing with up to forty stanzas. The publisher may,
of course, have made a few alterations to some of the poems in order to adapt them
to his taste. Unfortunately the existing versions omit a considerable number of the
authors' names and, in other cases, substitute incorrect names for the original ones,
probably due to carelessness on the part of the scribes.

It is perfectly in accord with the spirit of the selection that most of the authors
included in the original version seem to have come from the south of India. Some of
the poets included in the anthology were undoubtedly active at the court in
Pratisthana, for instance Padalipta (in Prakrit: Palitta), traditionally the most
famous of King Hala's court poets. The commentaries also mention several women

61 See V.V. M I R A S H I , The Date of the Gathasaptasatf, p. 302 f.
62 Cf. p . 73 , note 23 and the bibliography given there.
63 See K. ZVELEBIL, T h e Smile of Murugan. O n Tami l Literature of South India, Leiden

1973, p . 39.
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poets: AnulaksmI, Madhavl, AndhralaksmI, Reva and others who must also have
come from the south of India, as the names of the last two show. A number of
stanzas were demonstrably composed after the death of Hala. Perhaps the particular
fame that the Sattasal enjoyed resulted in samples of the work of later poets also
being included; at any rate, interpolations were made from time to time right up to
the middle of the 8th century. As far as we can judge today, the last addition was
poetry by Vakpatiraja (about 715 to 750 A.D.), King Yasovarman's court poet and
the author of a well-known Prakrit poem, the Jjraudavahal64 Pitambara's commen-
tary on Hala ascribes four muktakas in all to Vakpatiraja. According to Bhuvana-
pala four poems came from the hand of the once-famous Adhyaraja, whose major
work, a prose poem in Prakrit, has been lost. While almost the only thing we know
about Adhyaraja is that Bana accounted him one of the truly great poets65, we can
discover more about some later poets because, like Hala, they were of princely
blood. To this group belong: Kama (or Karnaraja), about 229-238, like Hala, a
member of house of Satavahana and possibly identical with Santikarna; Sarvasena,
about 330-355, the founder of the Vatsagulma branch of the Vakataka dynasty and
the author of the lost Harivijaya, a mahakavya in Prakrit; Mana (or Mananka),
about 375^00, the founder of the Early Rastrakuta dynasty of Manapura; Mana's
son Devaraja, about 400^25, and, lastly, Pravarasena (or Pravararaja), ca. 6th
century, who wrote the Prakrit mahakavya, Setubandha.66 Most of the poetry
included in the Sattasal was probably composed in the four hundred years from the
1st to 4th centuries A.D. when Prakrit was the most privileged language in Andhra
and other places.

The poems in Hala's Sattasal are not arranged on any definite principle.67 The
whole anthology is divided into seven satakas, i.e., seven sections of approximately
one hundred gathas each, but the order of the sections appears to be arbitrary. Every
stanza is written in Arya, a particularly common metre in Prakrit poetry. The first,
penultimate and last poems contain the usual stanzas of homage (namaskaragatha),
in this case both addressed to Siva68; in the opening poem dawn is referred to, in the
last, dusk. The highly erotic note is unmistakable: in both poems, which were
almost certainly composed as a pair and are probably by Hala himself, the figure of
Siva's beautiful young beloved, Uma, stands by the side of Siva himself, who is
making a sacrifice at dawn and dusk respectively.

Although we have our very earliest evidence of secular poetry in Hala's Sattasai,
the majority of the stanzas show a very high degree of poetic skill, We can therefore
not subscribe to the opinion held by A.B. Keith and other researchers that this
Prakrit poetry shows a "spirit of closeness to life and common realities"69 that we

64 Seep. 199 f. below.
65 Harsac. s tanza 19 (Introduct ion) .
66 Cf. p . 197 below.
67 Wi th the except ion of a n u m b e r of mode rn edi t ions, which have been divided in to

vrajyds.
68 Called Pasupati (Prakrit : Pasuvai) in the first s tanza and Hara in the last.
69 A.B. K E I T H , A History of Sanskrit Li terature , p . 224 .
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seldom meet with in Sanskrit poetry, and that the stanzas in Hala give a simple
description of the feelings, way of life and everyday circumstances of the rural
population. Even if several kinds of poetry originated in oral tradition and must
once have been of a popular nature, the majority of the poems in Hala are,far
removed from folksongs and popular presentation.70 It is true that in the SattasaT
we constantly come across the village headman (gamani), his beautiful daughter
(gamanldhua), the huntsman (vaha), his seductive wife (vahavahu), the farmer
(halia), the woman who makes garlands (malari), the (female) cowherd (govi) and
others. Nevertheless it would be an error to suppose that because the background
and the themes are of village life the poetry is of a rural nature. These poems, the
majority of which are about love, are by no means simple and unconventional; on
the contrary, they are frequently examples of exceedingly sophisticated verbal art:
they follow set patterns, obey strict literary rules which are the product of a long
period of development, and show a sure sense of taste. Moreover, like all kavya,
they were written by poets (in some cases by court poets and even princes) whose
audiences were not the broad mass of people but an educated, mainly urban, often
aristocratic public. Significantly, many stanzas arejput into the mouth of the nagara
(or nagaraka), that is to say the artistically minded, spoilt, town-dwelling dandy71,
or deal with a cultured urban style of life.

A few stanzas contain sententious utterances and generalizations about the
wrongs of the world, good and evil people, death, etc., or descriptions of nature, but
the erotic sentiment (sriigararasa) in many different situations and aspects and in
continually changing scenes is by far the commonest theme. In these scenes the
same limited circle of personae constantly appear in the manner typical of
muktaka.72 The main parts are played by the beloved (nayika), the lover (nayaka),
the female messenger (duti) and the beloved's girl-friend (sakhl). The most
important of these is, however, the nayika, who can appear in any of several female
roles: she is generally the wife of another man (paraklya), a visitor to the lover
(abhisarika), a hetaera (ganika), a newly-married woman (navodha), a sulky woman
(manini), someone experienced in love (praudha), etc., but she may also appear as
the lover's own wife (svakiya). The poems collected in the Sattasai also make
conscious use of the two forms of love: sambhogasrngara and vipralambhasrngara,
happy and unhappy love respectively.

Poetic figures (alamkara) do appear in Hala, but decoration seems to be of less
importance than connotations which, superimposed either on part of the text or on
the whole poem, render the denotative sense totally unimportant. Quite a few
stanzas are incomprehensible until the secondary meaning, the dhvani, has been
unravelled and grasped. The numerous commentaries on Hala may be of assistance

70 See, however, A.B. K E I T H , be. cit.
71 Cf. p . 42 above.
72 Cf. p . 72 above. In the oldest stanzas in Hala the n u m b e r of different types of nayika

and nayaka certainly seems to be limited. It is not until the t ime of Kalidasa and later that
they become really numerous and can be divided into various classes.
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here, although their interpretations are by no means unanimous; indeed, they are
sometimes exceedingly forced and far-fetched. This way of composing a text, so that
it has to be decoded in order to become comprehensible, which is typical of
muktaka in particular, is almost completely lacking in bardic-rhapsodic poetry and
is only used sparingly in isolated gathas in the Thera- and Therigathas. Dhvani
seems often to have been used by Prakrit poets, who either developed the technique
of the unexpressed themselves or borrowed it from classical poetry in Tamil.73 Even
though the term dhvani was only introduced into the Sanskrit critical vocabulary by
Anandavardhana in the second half of the 9th century, it is a significant fact that he
and later critics like to illustrate their theories of dhvani and rasa with stanzas from
Hala.

A considerable number of the stereotyped phrases and similes that we constantly
meet in kavya are already well-established in Hala: the beloved's face is compared
to the moon or a pink lotus flower (kamala), her tresses to a peacock's tail, her eyes
to the blue night lotus (kuvalaya), her breasts to well-filled pitchers, her delicate
hands to twigs. Firmly rooted in poetic language are frequent references to the
slimness of a woman's waist; the firmness of her breasts; the sweetness of her
breath, which attracts bees; the wounds of love on her lips, cheeks and other parts
of her body inflicted on her by her lover during their love-games; or, also
significant, the three folds of flesh round the navel of a beautiful woman are
compared to a flight of steps. Some words and compounds are deliberately used in
an ambiguous manner; paohara (Skt. payodhara) in V, 578 means both "clouds"
and "breasts"74 and goraa in I, 89 both "cowdust" (Skt. gorajas) and "pride" (Skt.
gaurava).

Let us take a few examples from the Sattasai:

gharinia mahanasakammalaggamasimailiena hatthena /
chittam muham hasijjai camdavattham gaam paina // (I, 14)75

"The husband laughs at the face of the mistress of the house as her hand, dirtied with
kitchen soot, goes (to her face); (it) resembles the moon (with a stain on the moon)."

In this poem the beloved is the man's own wife. Her face is as beautiful as the
moon, but it lacks the thing that will make its beauty perfect: the stain on the
moon. The loving husband is therefore filled with delight when suddenly his wife
unwittingly smudges her face with soot: her face now surpasses the moon in beauty.

aha sarasadamtamamdalakavolapadimagao maacchie /
amtosimduriasamkhavattakaranim vaha'i camdo // (III, 300)

"This moon, which is reflected on the gazelle-eyed one's cheek with its (still) moist
toothmarks, resembles a mussel shell the inside of which is scarlet."

73 Later T a m i l literary crit icism has the te rm eccavakai, literally "(various) kinds of
remainder" , i.e., various deduct ions from semant ic e lements which are no t directly expressed
in the text.

74 Cf. the example from the Subh. on p . 24 above.
75 T h e number ing of this and the following quota t ions is that used by A. Weber .
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The lover has given his beloved the kiss known as manimala (the garland of jewels).
This kiss has made marks on her cheek which stand out scarlet against the
shimmering greyish-white of her love-polished cheek in the light of the moon.

vahalatamahaarai ajja paiittho pai gharam sunnam /
taha jaggesu saajjia najaha amhe musijjamo // (III, 335)

"The night is filled with the deepest darkness. My husband is away, the house is empty.
Beware, o neighbour over there, lest (someone) steal from us."

These words, spoken by the wife of another man, a parakiya, are not intended to be
taken at their denotative value but as an invitation to her lover, the neighbour: 'My
husband is away and the night is so dark that no one will see you coming and going.
My empty house offers the opportunity to make love undisturbed. Do not spend the
night sleeping, but keep awake and see that this chance is not wasted, and that we
two are not cheated out of the happiness of our love.'

uddhaccho piaijalam jaha jaha viralamguli ciram pahio
pavalia vi taha taha dharam tanuam pi tanuei // (II, 161)

"As the traveller, his eyes turned upwards and his fingers parting from each other, quaffs
the water, the (female) guardian of the well lets the flow of water become smaller and
smaller."

This short poem makes use of a very popular erotic theme: the first stirrings of love
(anuraga). The guardian of the well gives a traveller water to drink, but he is
besotted with love when he looks up at the wondrously beautiful maiden and his
cupped hands glide apart. The girl is also confused and stirred by love and allows
the stream of water to flow slower and slower. The traveller drinks less and less
water, but drinks in more and more of the girl's beauty.

There can be no doubt that Hala's Sattasai marks one of the highest points of
lyrical poetry. It is also an unusually rich source of information on cultural history.
The short poems in the anthology give a wealth of detail not only about village life
in Hala's day and later, rice growing, domestic animals, the organization of the
village, the relationships of various members of the family to each other, etc. It also
contains many allusions to customs and habits, urban life, religion and different
forms of cult, personal ornaments and clothing. We can mention here the following
interesting details: the sacrifice made to the crows by the prositabhartrka76 to ensure
the speedy return of the loved one; the custom of washing one's feet before going to
bed; the practice of beginning a letter with the auspicious word svasti (good luck,
success); the various ways of carrying out punishment on lawbreakers such as
hanging thieves from a tree in a burial ground, the impalement of those found guilty
of serious crimes; how parades of drummers were arranged at executions, as is
clearly shown in Sudraka's drama Mrcchakatika.

After Hala muktaka continues to flourish in more or less the same form. An
increasing number of short poems are now being written in Sanskrit, but the only

76 I.e., the beloved (or wife) whose lover (or husband) is away.
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innovations worth recording are that it became possible to write muktakas in an
ever-greater variety of metres and that numerous poets began to turn their attention
to the theories of alamkara, which gradually became firmly established and
normative. Embellishment with poetic figures is now used to a far greater extent in
short poems than in the earliest stanzas in the Sattasai. At the same time the
endeavour to make stanza and sentence coincide becomes more and more
noticeable; where content permits, a muktaka tends to consist of one single
artistically constructed sentence.77

As the survival of a short poem was entirely dependent on whether it was
anthologized or not, the kosas are our main source of classical lyrical poetry apart
from quotations in critical works and lyrical stanzas in drama. As we have already
remarked, these anthologies either contain poems by a great variety of poets like the
Sattasai or else consist of muktakas by one single poet, often selected and arranged
by himself. This is not the place in which to discuss even the most famous
collections of different poets, but we must nevertheless mention the two most
important Prakrit anthologies after Hala, both of Jaina origin. They are the
anonymous Chappannayagaha78, the "Songs of the Connoisseurs" (or "Songs of the
Connoisseur"?)79, containing mostly didactic poems, sententious generalizations
and nineteen stanzas in Apabhramsa, and the previously mentioned Vajjalagga by
the Svetambara Jaina Jayavallabha80, compiled somewhere between about 750 and
1340 A.D. It contains mainly erotic poetry in Maharastri, but there are a number of
stanzas which are also to be found in the Sattasai and the Chappannayagaha.

Sanskrit anthologies, which contain poems by different authors, are all later than
the end of the tenth century A.D. Worth mentioning are Vidyakara's Subha-
sitaratnakosa, the "Anthology of Poem-Jewels", second half of the 11th century;
Sridharadasa's Saduktikarnamrta (or Suktikarnamrta), the "Nectar of Beautiful
Sayings for the Ear", 1205 A.D.; Jalhana's Subhasitamuktavali (or °vali), the
"Pearly Chain of Beautiful Words", second half of the 13th century; the
Sarngadharapaddhati, "Sarngadhara's Guide (to short poetry)", 1363,, and finally,
like Sarngadhara one of the most important anthologies, Vallabhadeva's Subhasi-
tavali (or °vali), the "Chain of Beautiful Sayings", probably 16th century.81 Like
the various versions of Hala's Sattasai, all these anthologies contain samples of the
work of poets who have lived at different times. For instance the poets that Vid-
yakara favours most are Bhartrhari (about 400 A.D.), Bana (about 600-650), Dhar-
maklrti (about 700), Bhavabhuti (about 725), Acala(simha) (about 700-800), Yo-

77 In this connection see the example from the Amarusataka, p . 70 above . '
78 Ed.: A.N. U P A D H Y E , Saptasatisara with Bhavadipika of Vema Bhupala along with the

Chappannaya-Gahao , Kolhapur 1970 (see p. 80 above, note 52. Cf. also C. C A I L L A T , Notes de
bibliographie ja ina et moyen-indienne, JA 260 (1972), p. 430 ff.

79 Skt. Satprajhagdthdh, which has the same mean ing as Vidagdhagdthdh.
80 Ed.: M.V. P A T W A R D H A N , A h m e d a b a d 1969 (Prakrit Text Society Series 14; with

English t ranslat ion) .
81 For this and the other anthologies as well as for biographical data see L. S T E R N B A C H ,

Subhasi ta , G n o m i c and Didact ic Li terature , Wiesbaden 1974 (HIL IV, 1).
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gesvara (about 800-900), Murari (about 800-900), Abhinanda (about 850-900),
Rajasekhara (last quarter of the 9th and first quarter of the 10th centuries),
Vasukalpa (about 950), Vallana (between 900 and 1100), Manovinoda (900-1100),
Viryamitra (900-1100) and Laksmidhara (about 1000-1050).82

As the borderline between poems that were conceived as complete single-stanza
works and stanzas that are part of a larger whole has been eroded, and as single
stanzas taken from drama and mahakavya may also be regarded as short poems, a
great many of the verses collected in anthologies are in fact excerpts from longer
poems and strictly speaking therefore not real muktakas at all. It is thus exceedingly
difficult to write a history of short poems in the present state of research. Not only
do we lack sufficient information to be able to determine whether some works in the
anthologies were composed as single-stanza poems83; many of the poems are either
anonymous or, where a name is given, are attributed to a poet about whom we
frequently know nothing whatsoever.84 Unfortunately we must therefore abstain
from discussing authors who are known to us solely through a few verses preserved
in anthologies. Only those poets will be dealt with in the following pages who have
incontrovertibly written genuine muktakas or who have produced a separate lyrical
oeuvre in addition to poems anthologized in works containing verses by other
authors. The number of poems to be in an anthology is not laid down, but the lower
limit appears to be eight and the upper, seven hundred, which is the maximum in
Hala. Anthologies containing about one hundred stanzas were very popular. Very
often the number of stanzas is reflected in the title of the anthology: an astaka
contains eight poems, a pancasika about fifty, a sataka about one hundred and a
saptasati about seven hundred. Other names of anthologies make use of words such
as "wave" (kallola), "billow" (lahari), "river" (tarangini), "bouquet of flowers"
(manjari), "garland" (mala) or simply "row" (avail).

Genuine single-stanza poems were written by Bhartrhari, whom we can
cautiously date to about 400 A.D. His Satakatraya (or Satakatrayl), "Three Times
One Hundred Stanzas", is divided into the Nitisataka, the Srngarasataka and the
Vairagyasataka85, in that order, which, as their titles indicate, deal with the themes
of wise living, love and renunciation respectively. It is difficult to determine
whether it was the intention of the poet himself to arrange his oeuvre under these
three headings, but recent research has conclusively shown that by no means all the
stanzas in the Satakatraya _were composed by Bhartrhari. Some stanzas are simply
not up to the high standard set by kavya and also differ sharply in imagery and style
from those we believe to be by Bhartrhari himself. Others are demonstrably taken

82 See D.H.H. INGALLS, A n Anthology of Sanskrit Cour t Poetry, Vidyadhara 's "Subha-
si taratnakosa", Cambridge, Mass. 1965 (HOS 44), p . 32.

83 T h e early dramatis t Bhasa is thus represented in anthologies with poems that cannot be
found in his plays. W e do not know whether they are part of lost works or genuine muktakas.

84 L. STERNBACH, Poesie sanskrite conservee dans les anthologies et les inscriptions, 2
vols., Paris 1980 and 1982 (Publications de l ' lnstitut de Civilisation Indienne, Serie in-8° ,
Fascicule 46 and 49) will be impor tan t to future research in this field.
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from other sources such as Kalidasa's Abhijnanasakuntala, Visakhadatta's Mudra-
raksasa, the Tantrakhyayika and anthologies. The copious manuscript material al-
lows us to differentiate between two main versions, a northern and a southern
archetype, which can in their turn each be subdivided into several groups of
manuscripts. Although only two hundred stanzas are common to all the versions of
the Satakatraya, there are eight hundred and twenty-five poems in all by Bhartrhari
if we take all the groups of manuscripts into account. The poet was probably a
native of the north.

Hardly any of the largely mythical statements about Bhartrhari are of much use to
us. The narrative of the Chinese pilgrim I-tsing confuses him with the grammarian
Bhartrhari, who, according to I-tsing, died in 651 A.D. (This Bhartrhari may have
been the author of the Vakyapadlya and a commentary on Patanjali's Mahabhasya.)
The historian Taranatha would like to see in Bhartrhari a king of Central India,
though he does not go into further detail. Some sources think the poet was a prince
whom the Yoga saint Goraksanatha had converted to asceticism, others think he
was the brother of the legendary King Vikramaditya, while others again identify
him either with Bhatti, one of the most important writers of metrical mahakavya, or
with Bhatti's son or half-brother, Bhatti being the Prakrit form of the Sanskrit
Bhartr. The identification with Bhatti, who was also a grammarian, would seem to
indicate that the poet Bhartrhari and the grammarian Bhartrhari were one and the
same. However, most of these assumptions are impossible from the chronological
point of view alone, since hardly any of the people mentioned in connection with

85 D.D. KOSAMBI, Satakatrayadisubhasitasamgraha: The Epigrams Attributed to Bhartr-
hari Including the Three Centuries. For the first time collected and critically edited, etc.,
Bombay 1948 (SJS 23); D.D. KOSAMBI, Satakatrayam of Bhartrhari (The Southern Archetype
of the Three Centuries of Epigrams Ascribed to Bhartrhari). For the first time critically edited,
etc., Bombay 1946 (Bharatiya Vidya Series); D.D. KOSAMBI, Bhartrhari's Satakatrayam. With
the oldest commentary of Jain scholar Dhanasaragani. With principal variants, etc., Bombay
1959 (SJS 29); D.D. KOSAMBI, The Bhartrhari Satakatrayam with a tika of Ramarsi, in AnSS
27; D.D. KOSAMBI, Subhasitatrisati, Bombay 1957 (NSP); V.L. S". PANSTKAR, Subhasita-
Trisati of Bhartrihari. With the commentary of Ramachandra Budhendra, Bombay 19257

(NSP).
A survey of the various versions and questions of authorship are to be found in D.D.
KOSAMBI, Some Extant Versions of Bhartrhari's Satakas, JBRAS 21 (1945), p. 17 fF. and D.D.
KOSAMBI, On the Authorship of the Satakatrayi, JORM 15 (1945/46), p. 64 ff.
New editions with translations: M.R. KALE, The Niti and Vairagya Satakas of Bhartrhari.
Edited with a Com., etc., Delhi-Patna-Varanasi 19717; B. STOLER MILLER, Bhartrihari:
Poems. With the transliterated Sanskrit text of the Satakatrayam, etc., New York 1967.
Literature: J. FILLIOZAT, A propos de la religion de Bhartrhari, in: Silver Jub. Vol. of the Z.K.
Kenkyusyo, Kyoto University, Kyoto 1954; H.R. RANGASWAMY IYENGAR, Bhartrhari and
Dinnaga, JASBo 26 (1951), p. 147 ff.; P. THIEME, Bhartrharis Allegorie vom Schicksalswiir-
felspiel, in: Beitrage zur Indienforschung (= Festschrift E. Waldschmidt), Berlin 1977, p. 511
ff. (Interpretation of one stanza).
Further literature in L. STERNBACH, Subhasita. Gnomic and Didactic Literature, Wiesbaden
1974 (HIL IV, 1), p. 51, note 258.
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Bhartrhari can have lived at the same time as he did so far as we can tell.
Bhartrhari's awkward personality fits very well with the vacillation I-tsing describes
between a worldly and a religious life: all seven attempts made by the poet to live as
a monk in a Buddhist monastery were followed by a return to secular life. The same
source maintains that the poet always had a horse waiting for him at the gate of the
monastery. Unfortunately the credibility of the story is somewhat impaired by the
fact that Bhartrhari was not a Buddhist: as his poems make abundantly clear, he
was a practising Hindu with particular devotion to Siva, his philosophical
inclinations being determined by the Saiva-Vedanta. It is true that the description of
age in Bhartrhari reveals certain Buddhist traits, but on the other hand those stanzas
that deal with the themes of renunciation and the poet's longing for peace are
strongly influenced by Sivaism.

Bhartrhari's personality appears much more clearly in his works than is the case
with the majority of classical Indian poets. Individual characteristics are probably
most apparent in the Srngarasataka, which is worth particular attention since the
original order of the stanzas is perhaps best preserved here. Stanzas describing the
joys of love and feminine beauty are followed by others that portray almost the
reverse and, transcending all sensuality, strike a note of renunciation of the world,
transience, the futility of all love and the poet's growing longing for deliverance.
Intentionally or not, they form a natural bridge between the Nitisataka and the
Vairagyasataka, the dominant theme of which is precisely the rejection of the
material world and the endeavour to lead an unengaged, passionless way of life
(vairagya). Here, too, we find some stanzas which are deeply moving because of
their power of expression and immediacy. They give us a picture of an artist whose
nature is earnest, even tragic. It is characteristic of Bhartrhari's lyrical poetry,
particularly Jhe love poems, that they do not generally contain the usual lyrical
scenes or make use of the standard conventions (the nayika, dutl, etc.); neither do
they describe merely charming details and situations in the customary manner. ,TJj£
poet's pronounced intellectual leanings are unmistakable; he is less interested in
once again describing the forms of love-games and the various constellations of
personae who take part in them than in expressing observations - often somewhat
bitter - on love per se, on women, sensuality, etc. Although he often uses the special
techniques of kavya when making these reflections, they always reveal a markedly
personal touch. All three satakas are undoubtedly built on qualities to be found in
Bhartrhari himself; they are most noticeable in the Srngara- and Vairagyasataka, in
which personal features are clearest, and least noticeable in the Nitisataka, which,
on account of its subject, must have attracted to itself a number of extraneous
non-literary gnomic-didactic verses.

Two poems from the Nitisataka, one genuine, one spurious, have already been
discussed (p. 8f.). Let us look at the following examples from the remaining two
Satakas:

kaminikayakantare kucaparvatadurgame /
ma samcara manahpantha tatraste smarataskarah // (Srrigaras. 54)
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"If the forest of her hair
Calls you to explore the land,
And her breasts, those mountains fair,
Tempt that mountaineer, your hand -
Stop! before it is too late:
Love, that brigand, lies in wait."86

namrtam na visam kimcid ekam muktva nitambinim /
saivamrtalata rakta virakta visavallari // (Srhgaras. 44)

"No single plant in this world's garden-plot
Bears such sweet fruit, such bitter fruit as she:
Ambrosial are the apples on her tree
When she's in love, and poison when she's not."87

ksanam balo bhiitva ksanam api yuva kamarasikah
ksanam vittair hinah ksanam api ca sampurnavibhavah /

jarajirnair angair nata iva valimanditatanur
narah samsarante visati yamadhaniyavanikam // (Vairagyas. 50)

"For one short act, a child; next act, a boy
In love; then poor; a short act to enjoy
Status and wealth: till in the last act, Man,
Painted with wrinkles, body bent with age,
Ending the comedy which birth began,
Withdraws behind the curtain of life's stage."88

matar medini tata maruta sakhe tejah subandho jala
bhratar vyoma nibaddha esa bhavatam antyah pranamanjalih /

yusmatsangavasopajatasukrtaspharasphurannirmala-
jnanapastasamastamohamahima liye parabrahmani // (Vairagyas. 100)

"Earth, my own mother; father Air; and Fire,
My friend; and Water, well-beloved cousin;
And Ether, brother mine: to all of you
This is my last farewell. I give you thanks
For all the benefits you have conferred
During my sojourn with you. Now my soul
Has won clear, certain knowledge, and returns
To the great Absolute from whence it came."89

The series of one hundred poems of Amaru (or Amaru, Amaruka, Amaruka)
which, like a number of other works90, has no real title of its own but is simply

86 Free translat ion by J. B R O U G H , Poems from the Sanskrit, Harmondswor th 1968
(Penguin Classics L 198), No . 14.

87 Ibid., No . 8.
88 Ibid.,No.251.
89 Ibid., No. 235.
90 For example the Bhattikdvya.
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known as the Amarusataka91, consists exclusively of erotic lyrical poetry. Techni-
que and stylistic peculiarities suggest that Amaru, one of the most celebrated poets
after Kalidasa, lived later than Bhartrhari. As he is quoted by Anandavardhana
(about the middle of the 9th century) and Vamana (about 800) 750 A.D. is about
the latest we can place him. He probably lived about the middle of the 7th century.
Several anthologies contain stanzas from his Sataka, though the ascriptions are
sometimes doubtful, only some of the poems quoted being given under his name,
the remainder being ascribed to other authors.92

Like Bhartrhari's satakas, the Amarusataka is an anthology containing poems
that are unmistakably the work of one single person. Some years ago, S.K.De93

made an attempt to produce a definitive text, well aware of the fact that it is scarcely
possible today to differentiate with certainty between genuine and spurious stanzas.
There are four main versions of the anthology: a Bengali, a southern Indian, a
western Indian and a mixed version. They are of.varying length, containing between
96 and 115 stanzas, only about half of which*are common to all versions.94 The
poems in these versions are in different metres, although there is a clear preference

_for the Sardulavikridita metre. However, it is within the bounds of possibility that
all the stanzas in the lost original version were written in the same metre, like
Bana's Candisataka and Maytira's Suryasataka, in this case, Sardulavikri-
dita. This assumption95, however, does not seem fully justified as the number of
stanzas written in this metre is not anywhere near one hundred; in three of the
versions the number is between 54 and 61, in the fourth only 33. The fact that
Arjunavarman, the first commentator on the Amarusataka (the beginning of the
13th century), gives explanations of a total of not less than 102 stanzas also tends to
refute the assumption, even though he was writing several hundred years later.

9 1 Ed.: in J. H A E B E R L I N , KS; in: G. V I D Y A R A T N A , Satakavali, Calcutta 1850; P T . D U R G A -

PRASAD and K.P. P A R A B , Bombay 1889 (KM 18), revised by V.L.S. PANSTKAR, Bombay 1929
(KM 18); R. S I M O N , Kiel 1893; S.K. D E , in: Our Heritage (Calc. Sanskrit College Journ.) 2
(1954), pp . 9 - 7 5 , 265-315 (with the commenta ry by Rudramadeva-Kumara) ; S.K. D E , ISPP
3 (1961/62), pp . 87-102 (in part); N. R A M A A C A R Y A , Bombay 19543 (NSP; with the
commenta ry by Arjunavarmadeva); C.R. D E V A D H A R , ABORI 39 (1959), pp . 227-265 and 40
(1960), pp . 16-55 (with the commenta ry by Kokasambhava) . - Literature: R. S I M O N ,
Nachtrage zu "Amarusa t aka" , Z D M G 49 (1895), p. 577 ff.; L. v. SCHROEDER, Reden und
Aufsatze, Leipzig 1913, p. 158 ff.; S.N. T A D P A T R I K A R , A Note on Amarusa taka , ABORI 33
(1952), p . 251 ff; V.A. RAMASVAMI S A S T R I , Jagannatha Pandi ta , JAU 5,1 (1935), p . 89 ff and
5,2 (1936), p . 233 ff. (on two different interpretations of two verses from the Amarusataka by
Jagannatha and Appayya Diksita, pp . 90-94) ; O. F R I S , The Recensions of the Amarusataka ,
A O 19 (1951), p . 125 ff - Translat ions: R. R U C K E R T , Die hunder t Strophen des Amaru , etc.,
Hannover 1925; C.R. D E V A D H A R , Poona 1959. See also L. SIEGEL, Fires of Love/Waters of
Peace: Passion and Renunciat ion in Indian Culture, Honolu lu 1983.

92 See F.W. T H O M A S , Kavlndravacanasamuccaya, a Sanskrit anthology of verses, edited,
etc., Calcutta 1912, p. 12 f.

93 S.K. D E , ISPP 3 (1961/62) , p . 87 ff.
94 In ISPP 3 S.K. D E prints 72 poems , of which 25 are stated to be "4flubjfuL"4
9 5 Cf. T H . A U F R E C H T , Z D M G 27 , p . 7 f.
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Amaru's fame is reflected in the multitude of commentaries that have sprung up
round the Amarusataka. The southern Indian version has been commented on by
Vemabhupala, Ramanandanatha and others, the Bengali version by Ravicandra,
the western Indian by Arjunavarman (or Arjunavarmadeva) and Kokasambhava,
and the mixed version by Ramarudra and Rudramadeva. It was clearly Vemabhu-
pala who took the greatest pains to put the various kinds of beloved (nayika) into
different categories.96 While there are highly imaginative legends about Amaru, as
there are about Bhartrhari, we have in fact no reliable information about his life and
work in spite of the fact that he is one of the most important writers of love poetry
in Sanskrit kavya. There is, for instance, the wide-spread story that he had
relationships with one hundred women and transmuted the resulting experience
into art in his one hundred poems. More interesting is another generally accepted
legend according to which Amaru was raised to royal rank: thanks to his powers of
yoga, the great master of Advaita-Vedanta, Sankaracarya, once entered his body
and, by virtue of this trick, was able to answer certain questions on the science of
love asked him by the wife of the Mimamsa-teacher Mandanamisra.97 The belief
that it was Sankara in King Amaru's body who wrote the one hundred love poems is
expressed in a number of manuscript colophons, all giving Sankara, not Amaru, as
the author of the Sataka.98 The commentator Ravicandra gave enough credence to
the legend in his Kamada to attempt a bold second interpretation of Amaru's erotic
stanzas in philosophical and theological terms. In later periods we shall frequently
meet similar endeavours to interpret erotic lyrical poetry in Sanskrit in a second,
religous, mystical or philosophic sense.

As far as structure, imagery and themes are concerned,_Amaru's stanzas are yery
.close to the examples of muktaka poetry found in the Sattasai. Although much
more intimate in character, Amaru's poetry is far more conventional than
Bhartrhari's. He renews the traditional situations and personacin a masterly way,
describing both happy and unhappy love (sambhoga- and yipralambhasrngara). We
find the newly-married woman (navodha), reticent and shy, her eyes downcast
because she does not know how to behave to her husband and female friends; the
girl who has turned away from her lover after a violent quarrel (kalahantarita)
although he now speaks gently to her; the sulky girl (manini); the girl who is
bitterly disappointed (yipralabdha) because her lover has not turned up at their
rendez-vous; the wronged woman (khandita) who sees her lover approaching but
notices that his body and face bear marks of love that has been satisfied by another
beauty, a rival; the girl yearningly awaiting her lover (virahotkanthita); and, finally,
to choose one of the numerous categories of beloveds not yet mentioned, the
woman experienced in love (pragalbha) who, unlike the newly-married woman,
conceals her feelings from her lover, gives him hints, uses sugared words to him,
signals with her eyebrows, shoots looks at him from the corner of her eye or

9 6 See S. L I E N H A R D , T y p e n der nayika, p . 386 ff.
9 7 Cf. H. v. G L A S E N A P P , Die Phi losophie der Inder, Stuttgart 1949, p . 113 f.
9 8 See S.N. T A D P A T R I K A R , op. cit., p . 2 5 3 .
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threatens him with her delicate, twig-like finger. Seen from his point of view, it is
quite understandable that several commentators, Vemabhupala among them, have
sought to establish an exact identification for each of the women (and sometimes
men too) Amaru describes. At the same time it cannot be denied that Amaru's
lyrical verses, for all their faithfulness to tradition and poetic usage, are real living
poems and, for this reason, cannot simply be regarded as docile material for such
over-subtle interpretations. The language in which they are written is comparatively
ujicornplicated, balanced, and free from the pompous use of long compounds and
difficult words, while the scenes portrayed reveal great powers of observation and
sensitivity. Amaru's Sataka is really a continuation in Sanskrit of the Prakrit
tradition of love poetry begun in Hala's Sattasai; with the exception of a few
interpolated poems by other authors, it is the first anthology of short erotic poems
in Sanskrit.

In view of the roots this poetry has in a long tradition and the practice of erotic
muktaka poetry, it is quite natural that a number of critics and commentators
should have found, no doubt quite correctly, that there are excellent examples of
the implied in Amaru's stanzas: the second meaning that it is the task of the reader
to discover, as it then supplants the first as the real interpretation of the poem.
Significantly enough, Vemabhupala, an expert on dhvani, wrote a commentary on
the Sattasai as well as on the Amarusataka. Some of Amaru's poems are in dialogue
form." In addition to the poems already given on pages 70 and 72 we will quote the
following three stanzas, the first of which is about a newly-married woman and a
scene of happy love (sambhogasrrigara), the second about a beautiful girl on her way
to her lover (abhisarika), and the third about a solitary traveller (panthin), unhappy
love (vipralambhasrngara) and separation (viraha) from the beloved:

dampatyor nisi jalpator grhasukenakarnitam yad vacas
tat pratar gurusamnidhau nigadatah srutvaiva taram vadhuh /

karnalambitapadmaragasakalam vinyasya cancvah puro
vridarta prakaroti dadimaphalavyajena vagbandhanam // (Amarus. 16)

"When the pet parrot in the morning starts
To chatter rather much of what he heard
Of last night's talk between the young sweethearts,
The young wife does her best to check the bird,
Embarrassed that the older folk should hear,
And quickly stops his beak, trying to feed
The creature with a ruby from her ear,
Pretending it's a pomegranate seed."100

urasi nihitas taro harah krta jaghane ghane
kalakalavati kanci padau rananmaninupurau /

priyam abhisarasy evam mugdhe tvam ahatadindima
yadi kim adhikatrasotkampam disah samudlksase // (Amarus. 31)

99 Cf. p. 72.
ioo Free translation by J. BROUGH, op. cit., No. 144.
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"You're off to meet your lover in some haste,
With tinkling necklaces and bangles,

A merry girdle clinking at your waist,
While at each step an anklet jangles.

(You glance around in constant trepidation,
Fearful of coming under observation.)"101

dhiram varidharasya vari kiratah srutva nisithe dhvanim
dirghocchvasam udasruna virahinim balam ciram dhyayata /

adhvanyena vimuktakantham akhilam ratrim tatha kranditam
gramlnaih punar adhvagasya vasatir grame nisiddha yatha // (Amarus. 13)

"At night the rain came, and the thunder deep
Rolled in the distance; and he could not sleep,
But tossed and turned, with long and frequent sighs,
And as he listened, tears came to his eyes;
And thinking of his young wife left alone,
He sobbed and wept aloud until the dawn.
And from that time on
The villagers made it a strict rule that no traveller

should be allowed to take a room for the night
in the village."102

An anthology of erotic muktakas that is unique of its kind is the Caurasuratapafi-
casika (or Caurapancasika9 Caurisuratapancasika, Corapancasat)103, the "Fifty
Stanzas of Secret Love Enjoyment", .probably composed by Bilhana,, a poet from
Kashmir. The theme running through all fifty love poems is beauty and the
behaviour of the beloved in love-games and other amorous situations. The poet has
put the poems together in an unconstrained manner as well as given them particular
charm and apparently .Jinked them together by the device of repeating in each
stanza the same nuclear phrase: adyapi smarami (or pasyami, anucintayami) tarn
. . . "Even now I remember her . . . " (or "see her" or "think of her"). The length of
the sentence and the length of the stanza coincide in all fifty poems. The metre is
the popular Vasantatilaka throughout, consisting of four lines each of fourteen
syllables:

101 J. B R O U G H , op. cit., N o . 37 .
102 j . B R O U G H , op. cit., N o . 92 .
103 Ed.: in J. H A E B E R L I N , K S ; P. von B O H L E N , Berlin 1833 (Cent ra l - Indian recension); J.

ARIEL, JA 11 (1848), pp. 469-534 (with French translation); W. SOLF, Halle 1886 (Kashmir
recension, with German translation); S.N. TADPATRIKAR, Poona 1946, 19662 (Northern
recension, with English translation); B. STOLER MILLER, New York 1971 (Northern and
Western-Southern recension, with English translation). - Translations:'!. ARIEL, Paris 1848;
W. SOLF, Halle 1886; E. ARNOLD, The Chaurapanchasika... translated and illustrated,
London 1896; E. POWYS MATHERS, Black Marigolds, being a rendering into English of the
"Panchasika of Chauras", Oxford 1919; S.N. TADPATRIKAR, Poona 19662; B. STOLER
MILLER, New York 1971 (with sixteenth-century illustrations of the text).
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adyapi tarn nidhuvanaklamanihsahanglm
apandugandapatitalakakuntalalim /

pracchannapapakrtamantharam avahantim
kanthavasaktamrdubahulatam smarami //

"Even now I remember her, her limbs being unable to bear the fatigue of our love
enjoyment, her profuse hair falling on her pale cheeks, herself trembling on account of the
secret sin and her tender arms clinging unto my neck."

adyapi kopavimukhikrtagantukama
noktam vacah pratidadati yadaiva vaktram /

cumbami roditi bhrsam patito 'smi pade
dasas tava priyatame bhaja mam smarami //

"Even now I remember her, when she, turning her face aside in anger and wishing to go
away, did not respond to my words, nor offer her face for a kiss; when I kissed her, but she
wept bitterly; when I fell at her feet and I said: 'Dearest, I am your slave! Do love me
(again)!'"

There are three extant versions, of the Caurasuratapancasika, one Central Indian,
one Southern Indian and one Kashmiri. While there are/only seven stanzas
common to all three*versions, the Kashmiri and the Southern versions, in which the
original anthology is best preserved, have 34 verses in common. Injhe Southern
version, the Caurasuratapancasika is embedded in a longer poem entitled Bilhana-
kavya or Bilhanacarita, the mythical story of which was elaborated in later Sanskrit
and Bengali versions. According to this legend the stanzas, written in the first person
singular and celebrating secret pleasures of love enjoyed in the past, were recited by
the poet on the execution ground, whither he had been taken, condemned for an
illicit relationship with a princess. The sentence was not carried out, however, as
the king, moved by the poem he had just heard, not only pardoned the poet but
even gave him the hand of the princess in marriage. The names given to the king,
his daughter and the poet differ greatly from version to version. In one manuscript
from Gujarat the girl appears in the form of a Caura104 princess, whereas in the
Bengali variant she is called Vidya, identified with the great goddess Kali, and the
poet Sundara or Cora(kavi). The title Caurasuratapancasika might therefore be
taken to mean "Fifty Stanzas from the Love Enjoyment of a Thief or "Fifty
Stanzas of Love Enjoyment (written) by Caura." A poet named Cora (= Caura), i.e.,
"Thief, is mentioned in Jayadeva's play Prasannaraghava (about the 13th century).

It is not yet possible to wring enough concrete information out of all this mythical
material to be able to state definitely who wrote the Pancasika. There is one
important conclusion that we can draw from the fact that so rich a flora of legends
has grown up round the Caurasuratapancasika and the Amarusataka: they have
undeniably been two of the best-loved works of classical Sanskrit lyrical poetry.
However, the existence of a Kashmiri and a Southern Indian version in which more
than two thirds of the texts correspond tends to confirm that Bilhana was in fact the

104 More correct would be Cauda, from Skt. Capotkata.
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author of those parts of the anthology that are authentic. A short: autobiography
with which Bilhana prefaced his work Vikramankadevacarita tells us that he was
born in the 11 th century and came from a learned Brahman family living in
Khonamukha in Kashmir. After grammatical and literary studies in his home town
he led a somewhat nomadic existence; his search for fame and an established
position took him to Mathura, Kanyakubja (Kanauj), Prayaga (Allahabad), Vara-
nasl (Benares) and other important places. For some time he was court poet to
Karnadeva Trailokyamalla (1064-1094), who was then King of Anhilvad. Finally
he arrived in the distant south where he came under the patronage of theiCalukya
ruler Vikramaditya VI Tribhuvanamalla (1076-1127 A.D.)jwho, too, gave him the
post of court poet and the title vidyapati. Bilhana's literary works were thus most
probably written in the second half of the 1 lth century.

(Govardhana (or Govardhanacarya) is closely related to the tradition of erotic
muktaka poetry, particularly to Hala. He flourished as court poet to King
Laksmanasena (1179-1205 A.D^, a ruler of the Sena dynasty from Bengal, and is
mentioned together with some of his colleagues105 by Jayadeva, also poet laureate at
Laksmanasena's court and author of the famous Gitagovinda. Govardhana's
attitude to Hala's Sattasai is made quite clear by the title he chose for his own
collection of short poems: he called it _Aryasaptasati, "fsit^ (poems) in the Arya
(metre)".106 In the 51st stanza Govardhana characterizes his poems as Arya stanzas
which "walk on soft feet (or: use soft-sounding words and various styles); touch the
hearts of good people (or: can only be understood by connoisseurs); express the
beautiful voice (of love) (or: are full of devotedness); the Upanisads as an
explanation of love, the primordial substance;107 and are pellucid (or: have the
stylistic merit of clarity, prasada)." The following stanza, No. 52, contains a
reference to Hala and the tradition of short poems in Middle Indian languages; the
poet plumes himself on the fact that he is the first to use lyrical language in Sanskrit
to create sentiment, which up to then had only been done in Prakrit.)We need not
pay too much attention to this claim as we have already seen that muktakas had
been written in Sanskrit before Govardhana's time, but he is right insofar as we
must recognize the Aryasaptasati as being the finest counterpart in Sanskrit to Ha-
la's Sattasai. There is no other Sanskrit kavya that satisfies all the particular
requirements of short poetry so completely, not only metrically and thematically,
but also from the point of view of configuration and lyrical scenes. Govardhana's
great contemporary, Jayadeva, says in his praise that no one can measure up to him
in poetic composition, in which the degree of sentiment present is all-important.

105 Gitag. I, 4.
106 Ed.: in Px . J. V I D Y A S A G A R A , Kavyasangraha, Calcutta 1888; P T . D U R G A P R A S A D and

K.P. P A R A B , Bombay 1886, 1895 2 (NSP = K M 1); P T . R A M S K A N T A TRIPATHT, Varanasi
1965 (VBhSG 127). - Literature: R. PISCHEL, Die Hofdichter des Laksmanasena, Gott ingen
1893; P. K. D A S G U P T A , Jayadava and some of his contemporar ies , Calcutta 1982.

107 The poet means that whereas the Upanisads declare that the brahman is the supreme
principle, his poetry presents love as the origin of the Cosmos.
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The Aryasaptasati is arranged in vrajyas. The stanzas of the introductory chapter
(grantharambhavrajya) first invoke Siva, Visnu, Candi, Parvati, Laksmi, Ganesa
and other gods108, then praise the poets Valmlki, Kalidasa, Bhavabhuti and Bana
and finally give a short account of the author himself. The remaining thirty-three
vrajyas constitute Govardhanacarya's work proper. They vary in length and are
arranged alphabetically;1-^- A brief epilogue concludes the anthology, which consists
of 702 stanzas in all.110 We may safely assume that they were arranged in their
present order by the poet himself.

Although we do find stanzas about the philosophy of life (nlti) in Govardhana's
work, the greater part of the Aryasaptasati consists of love poetry. It is not always
easy reading for, as we saw in the example above, he loves paronomasia and makes
frequent use of dhvani in accordance with the tradition of erotic muktaka poetry.
Govardhana uses a far more advanced poetic technique than the oldest of the poets
in Hala, from whom he is separated by almost a thousand years. The large number
of nayika types, the care with which they are portrayed, the wealth of different
scenes which are either directly described or revealed to the reader in dialogue form,
the profusion of studied details, all show the degree of refinement attained by
Sanskrit poetry, which was fully developed long before the 11 th century. The poet is
master of the most subtle nuances; he makes use of all the different styles that are
now generally accepted in kavya in order to give the appropriate onomatopoetic
effect to an object, a feeling etc. by choosing suitable alliterative devices; he does
not hesitate to use long compounds in one or both halves of a stanza. Let us look at
two examples:

jyotsnagarbhitasaikatamadhyagatah sphurati yamunah purah /
dugdhanidhau nagadhipataipatale supta iva krsnah //

"The waters of the (river) Yamuna sparkle in the middle of the sandbank illuminated by
the moon: like the sleeping Krsna on his resting place, the snake-god (Sesa) in the sea of
milk."

According to Ananta Pandita's commentary, these words are addressed to a
woman, telling her the place her lover has chosen for their assignation that night.
The poet compares the Yamuna, whose waters are blue, to the dark god Krsna, the
shimmering light of the moon to the ocean of milk and the long white sandbank to
the snake-god Sesa.'''

ullasitabhrudhanusa tava prthuna locanena rucirangi /
acala api na mahantah ke cancalabhavam anitah //

i°8 The final stanza and other clues indicate that Govardhana was a Visnuite.
109 The vrajyas bear the names akdrayrajyd, dkdravrajyd^ikdravrajyd, etc. The following

letters of the Devanagari alphabet form chapters: a, a, i, i, u, u, r, e, k, kh, g, gh, c, ch, j , jh,
dh, t, d, dh, n, p, b, bh, m, y, r, 1, v, s, s, s, h and ks.;The(qrdgLof the poems within each
wajydAs arbitrary:

no in the KM edition and the VBhSG.
111 After each period in the history of the world Visnu-Krsna rests on the snake swimming

in the ocean, Sesa, whose body is a bed and whose head is a canopy.
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"Oh beautiful-limbed one! what great (and otherwise) inflexible men have your large eyes
with the shining (or: quivering) arches of your eyebrows caused to tremble."

The commentator says this is spoken by a woman friend (sakhl) in praise of the
beloved (nayika). The stanza is full of ambiguities. Prthu, "great, wide", can also be
taken as a reference to the mythical King Prthu, the compound ullasitabhrudhanus
to the king's "bow, quivering like an eyebrow" and acala . . . mahantah can also
mean "great mountains". If we omit the words tava . . . locanena rucirangi we get a
second meaning: "What great mountains has Prthu caused to tremble with his bow,
quivering like an eyebrow!"

The masters of muktaka we have discussed above stand out by reason of their
excellence from the other writers of this much loved genre of poetry. As we have
already seen, a large part, probably the largest part of muktaka literature is lost to us
for ever since it could not easily be handed down to posterity. A relatively small
number of outstanding examples by various authors have survived in anthologies,
though often mixed up with stanzas of little poetic value.112 In the following
paragraphs we shall mention a selection of less important works, some composed
before Bilhana and Govardhana, but will exclude those anthologies which do not
meet the requirements of kavya proper because they are predominantly didactic and
(or) gnomic, pure entertainment or philosophical in character. It will be obvious
that lyrical works by lesser poets, if they consist of single stanzas, will be presented
to us in cyclical form, i.e., as satakas, pancasikas, astakas. The fact that anthologies
frequently have the same or similar titles, for instance Srngarasataka, Vaira-
gyasataka, Santisataka (which were not necessarily bestowed on them by their
authors), need not, however, be taken to mean that they are intended to be
imitations of some definite poet such as Bhartrhari, Amaru or others. The title and
contents are more likely to reflect the tendency of muktaka poetry seldom to deal
with other fields than love, a practical knowledge of life and, if we turn to short
religious poetry, calm renunciation.113

ThejSrngaratilakat14, "Brow Decoration of Love"^ falsely ascribed to Kalidasa, is
by some author whom it is impossible to date with any certainty. It is a short cycle

"?of love poems, 21 in some editions and 31 in others, addressed either to one or to

112 This mixture of literary and sub-literary material is the result of the aims set by
compilers, who wished to include in their anthologies not only kavya in the narrow sense of
the word but also samples of other well-formulated metrical sayings (subhdsita). Their works
therefore contain a large number of stanzas oh politics and other worldly affairs (nlti),
quotations from books of fables, narrative works or sdstras, for example the kdmasdstra.

113 The three main groups of themes, srhgdra, nlti and vairdgya, correspond more or less to
the three aims of human life {purusartha) that were valid in the centuries just before and after
the beginning of the Christian era: kdma, "love", artha, "the acquisition of worldly
property", and dharma, "life conducted on religious or moral principles".

114 Ed.: J. GILDEMEISTER, (with the Meghadiitd) Bonn 1841; in J. HAEBERLIN, KS[ V.L.S.
PANSTKAR, (with the Rtusamhdra) Bombay 1917, 19226 (NSP, 31 stanzas); N.R. ACARYA
'Kavyatirtha', Bombay 19528 (NSP, 31 stanzas). - Translation: H. FAUCHE, Oeuvres com-
pletes de Kalidasa, vol. 1, Paris 1859. - Cf. also Book Notices, No. 4765, Sanskrit Collection,
Srngaratilaka by Ramakrishna Kavi, AVOI 5,1 (1944), pp. 39 and 66.
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several nayikas. Also attributed to Kalidasa is the anonymous Srngararasastaka115,
the "Eight Stanzas of Erotic Sentiment" which, as the seventh stanza is to be found
in Kalidasa's Kumarasambhava, may be a very small anthology of poems by
different authors rather than the work of a single poet.

In the 5th century A.D. at the earliest, probably later, the Buddhist poet
Vairocana wrote, in Prakrit, the Rasiapaasana116 which, like Bhartrhari's work,
consists of several satakas. Bhallata, a court poet in the service of the Kashmiri king,
Sankaravarman (884-902|, wrote a sataka known simply as the Bhallatasataka.117

The poems are in serveral different metres and deal with the themes of worldly
wisdom and experience of life. The fact that quotations from his sataka are to be
found in works by Abhinavagupta, Mammata and the poet-critic Ksemendra, all
Kashmiris, and that other poems by him are in anthologies shows that he enjoyed a
certain measure of fame. His verses are of the type known as anyapadesa, which
were very popular in later times. Classical poets understand by this term stanzas
that delight in expressing thoughts about the world, life and people, giving them
covert praise or criticism, not directly, but by eulogizing or censuring other
creatures instead (animals, birds, etc.).

.Silhana (or Sihlana, Silhana, Sihlana or even Bilhana, who is not identical with
the author of the Caurasuratapancasika) probably also came from Kashmir, which
was one of the focal points of Sanskrit poetry and criticism about the end of the first
millennium. HisSantisataka118, written in a variety of metres, deals with the themes
of peace of mind (santi), calmness and renunciation. It is unfortunately impossible
to arrive at more than an approximate dating for him. He cannot have lived earlier
than the 5th century A.D., for 28 stanzas of his are demonstrably borrowings from
Bhartrhari's Vairagyasataka. Another stanza has been taken from King Harsa's
drama Nagananda. It is equally certain that he did not live later than the beginning
of the 12th century, for his Santisataka is included in Srldharadasa's anthology
Saduktikarnamrta (1205). Silhana's renunciation poetry seems to have been quite
popular. Other anthologies and a number of critics quote poems by him.

Sambhu,,court poet to King Harsadeva of Kashmir (1089-1101), wrote a sataka
called the Anyoktimuktalata119, the "Pearl Necklace of Allegories (anyokti)"120

and, in the somewhat unusual number of 75 stanzas, the Rajendrakarnapu-
ra121, the "Earring of the Best of Kings", a eulogy of King Harsadeva. Strictly
speaking, the latter work must be regarded as a multiple-stanza poem122 as by their

115 Ed.: in J. HAEBERLIN, KS.
116 Ed.: S.P.V. RANGANATHASVAMI ARYAVARAGURU, JASB 6 (1910), p. 167 ff.
117 Ed.: in KM 4, Bombay 1887. Cf. also V. RAGHAVAN, The Bhallatasataka, Annals of the

Sri Venkatesvara Oriental Institute 1, p. 37 f.
118 Ed.: in M.R.K. KRISHEN BAHADUR, The Neeti Sunkhulun or collection of the Sanskrit

slokas of enlightened moonies, etc., with a translation in English, Serampore 1831; in J.
HAEBERLIN, KS; in G. VIDYARATNA, Satakavall, Calcutta 1850; K. SCHONFELD, Leipzig 1910
(with German translation). - Translations: M.R.K. KRISHEN BAHADUR, Serampore 1831; K.
SCHONFELD, Leipzig 1910 (German).

H9 in: KM 2, Bombay 1886.
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very nature panegyrics tend to be lengthy and no single-stanza songs of praise exist.
Gokula, better-known by his pen-name Utpreksavallabha123, wrote in the 14th
century. The poems he composed at the request of a certain King Madanadeva and
collected in the Sundarisataka124 are erotic and describe feminine beauty, as the title
indicates. The princely Dhanada (or Dhanadaraja, Dhanadadeva) is probably the
author of a sataka trilogy (Satakatraya) consisting of a Nlti-, a Srngara- and a Vai-
ragyasataka125 completed in 1434. In Ayodhya, less than a hundred years later (in
1524), Ramacandra wrote the Rasikaranjana126, the "Arousing of the Connoisseur's
Joy", a sataka in a variety of metres in which the poet makes so much use of
paronomasia (slesa) that educated readers can interpret it either as a srngarasataka'
or a vairagyasataka, i.e., they can read it at will as an erotic or an ascetic work; An
earlier work into which a Similar double meaning can be read is the famous Jaina
poet Somaprabha/s Srrigaravairagyataranginl127, written in 1276. It is the poet's
intention that the erotic impression given by a first reading of these 46 skilfully
constructed stanzas shall only be temporary and that the lasting value will be found
in the deeper, second meaning, which is concerned with renunciation of the world.
Appayya DIksita, the famous teacher of Vedanta, composed a Vairagyasataka128 in
Arya stanzas (about 1600). The poet Madhava| who lived between 1525 and about
1600 A.Q/, wrote a Saptasati129 consisting of religious and (or) erotic stanzas
describing the love of Krsna and Radha. Also erotic in character is the sataka called
Srngarakallola130 by Rayabhatta, who became famous as a mahakavi and a Pandit.
His poems, composed about the middle of the 16th century or earlier, make use of
fifteen different metres and deal with various love situations and types of lovers.

120 "anyokti, 'saying someth ing else': a figure in which the real subject of c o m p a r i s o n is
suggested by explicit descr ipt ion of the object, where , nevertheless, the two c o m p a r e d t e r m s
have no common property, but only a mode of action in common. 'Abandoning this pleasant
lake with its swans and lotus blooms, you long for the forest pool rough from the flight of
herons; yet, friend, you are no swan'. The girl and the swan (as the lover and the lake) share
no common property (guna) in the eyes of the Indian aestheticians, which is only to say that
the basis of the comparison is to be sought in a verb, in an action (kriyd), rather than in a
qualification." (E. GEROW, A Glossary of Indian Figures of Speech, The Hague-Paris 1971).
Gerow translates the world baka ("heron") as "crane".

121 In: KM 1, Bombay 1886.
'22 Seep. 104 ff. below.
123 "Lover of the poetic figure utprekscT, i.e., various kinds of attribution of one or more

qualities so that indirect comparisons arise.
124 in: K M 9, Bombay 1893.
125 in: K M 13, Bombay 1903.
126 in: K M 4, Bombay 1887; R. S C H M I D T , Sr i - ramacandra-kr tam rasikaranjanam (Ra-

macandra ' s Ergotzen der Kenner) . Sanskrit und Deutsch, etc., Stuttgart 1896 (edition of fifty
copies only, privately circulated).

'27 In: K M 5, Bombay 1888; Translat ion in: R. S C H M I D T , Liebe und Ehe in Indien, p . 36
ff. See also V. D E V A S T H A L I , Somaprabhacarya-viraci ta-srngara-vairagya-taranginl , Oriental
Thought 5, l , N a s i k .

128 In K M 1, Bombay 1886.
'29 K. M A D H A V A K R I S H N A S A R M A , Saptasati of Madhava , T S M L 6 (1948), p . 7 ff.
130 N .A. G O R E , Srngarakallola of Rayabhat ta , edited, etc., A B O R I 2 7 (1945), p . 345 ff.
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Lyrical poetry was written by the renowned musician Somanatha, best known as
the author of the Ragavibodha, a work on the theory of music and an authoritative
handbook on Karnatak musical tradition. We cannot be certain how many lyrical
works he wrote but he is definitely the author of an Anyoktimuktavali, a Vaira-
gyasata(ka) and, on the borderline between poetry and the theory of poetry, a Ja-
timala.131 Somanatha came from a learned Sivaite family in Andhra Pradesh and, as
his Ragavibodha is dated 1609, was probably active during the last quarter of the
16th century and the first half of the 17th. His Jatimala is worth particular
attention. As the ambiguous title indicates, it is a "Row of Jatis". The poet wishes
to present examples not only of svabhavokti, the figure which tells the nature of a
thing, also called jati, but various types of nayika (jati here having the sense "class",
"sort"). The collection, which consists of fifty-three poems, is really a paficasika. To
take just a few examples, stanzas 4-8 describe the inexperienced, shy beloved
(mugdha), 10-14 the woman with some experience (madhyama) and stanzas 15-18
the passionate, experienced woman (pragalbha). Stanzas 41-49, on the other hand,
contain descriptions of the khandita, the kalahantarita and the vipralabdha.132

Apart from the first poem, which is in Arya metre, all the poems are in Prthvi
metre.133 The Srngaradarpana is a similar collection of muktakas, the work of the
Jaina poet Padmasundara whose patron was the Mogul Emperor Akbar (1605-
1627). In four sections called ullasas it portrays happy and unhappy love and
various categories of lovers. A much older collection is the Kamasamuha134, 1457,
by Ananta, a Nagara Brahman. It is a volume of erotic poems influenced, as is
frequently the case, much more by the science of love (kamasastra) than by poetic
theory.

The contents of the Bhaminivilasa135, "The Sport of (the Beautiful) Bhaminl" or
"The Sport of the Beautiful Lady", are mixed. The author is the poet and famous

131 See V. R A G H A V A N , T h e non-mus ica l works of some leading mus ic writers, Journal of
the Mus ic Academy, 20 (1949), p . 152 ff.; P.K. G O D E , Poetical works of S o m a n a t h a
Sakalakala of Yama lag rama - before A .D. 1750, J U G 4 (1953), p . 365 ff.; P.K. G O D E , T h e
Poetical Works of Somana tha , the au tho r of the Ragavibodha, T h e Journa l of Pracyavani 11
(Calcutta 1954), p . 22 ff.; N .A. G O R E , T h e Ja t imala of Somana tha , edited, etc., JASBo 30
(1955), pp . 38 ff. and 87 ff.

132 See pp . 72 and 93 above.
133 A concealed hint that this is so is given by the use of the word dryd at the beginning of

the first p o e m and the word prthvi in the third pdda of the second poem.
134 P.K. G O D E , T h e K a m a s a m u h a of Anan ta , a Nagara Brahmin , composed in A.D. 1457,

J O R M 14,1 (1940), p . 74 ff. (= Studies in Indian Literary History I, Bombay 1953, p . 494 ff.).
135 Ed,: P.A. B O H L E N , Ri tusanhara , etc., Leipzig 1840 (contains the karuna par t of the

Bhaminivilasa also); P T . J . N . T A R K A R A T N A , Calcut ta 1862; T. Tarkavachaspa t i , Calcut ta
1872; L.R. V A I D Y A , Bombay 1887; K.P. P A R A B and M.R. T E L A N G , Bombay 1894 (NSP).
Text with t ranslat ion: V. H E N R Y , Tren te stances du Bhaminl-vi lasa accompagnees de
fragments du commen ta i r e inedit de M a n i r a m a . Publies et t raduits , Paris 1885; SESHADRI
I Y A R , Bhamniwi las of Jagannath P a n d i t . . . text with c o m m e n t a r y in Sanskrit , t ranslat ion,
etc., Bombay (no date); A. B E R G A I G N E , Le Bhaminiv i lasa . . .du Pandi t Djagannatha . Texte
Sanscrit . . .avec u n e t raduct ion, etc., Paris 1872. - Li tera ture in L. S T E R N B A C H , Subhasita,
G n o m i c and Didact ic Li terature , Wiesbaden 1974 (HIL IV, 1), p . 1 ff.
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critic^ Jagannatha (Pandita), also renowned as the writer of the Rasagangadhara, a
work on poetic theory. The Bhaminivilasa, written in the second or third quarter of
the J. 7th century! is a work of elegance and imagination; it is, however, as with most
works in the short-poem genre, impossible to say with certainty how much of the
text is Jagannatha's since the number of stanzas varies greatly from manuscript to
manuscript. There are four chapters (vilasa), the .first of which (anyoktivilasa) is
devoted to allegorical stanzas (anyokti) concerning life (100 to 130 stanzas,
depending on the manuscript). The second chapter (srngaravilasa) contains erotic
poems (101 to 184 stanzas), the third (karunavilasa), elegies on the death of
Bhamini and the last (santavilasa), poems of renunciation (31 to 46 stanzas). As we
can see, the poems have been arranged in the manner typical of muktaka poetry:
into the three categories niti, srngara and vairagya (santi), in this case with the
addition of a fourth group written in a mournful sentiment (karuna = sympathy,
lamentation, sorrow). At the beginning of the 17th century the southern Indian
Sivaite poet Nilakantha Dlksita composed an Anyapadesasataka136, a Vaira-
gyasataka (also called Aryasataka )137 in Arya metre and a Santivilasa138 of fifty-one
stanzas in Mandakranta metre, the last of which is a description of the ageing poet's
search for peace of mind as death approaches.

The poems of Janardanabhatti (or Janardana Gosvamin) and Narahari are worth
mentioning. Both wrote Srngarasatakas139 and Janardana composed a Vaira-
gyasataka140 as well. They cannot, however, be dated with any certainty. Visvesvara
from Almora, one of the last authors to write an AryasaptasatI141, lived at the
beginning of the 18th century. To the same century belongs Krsnaraja Dlksita, the
author of the SrngarakalikatrisatI142, a sataka trilogy arranged according to the
initial letter of each stanza. Of uncertain date and by unknown authors are two
small collections of poetry called Purvacatakastaka and Uttaracatakastaka143, or
simply Catakastaka. Both are about the cataka-bird which, according to folk tales,
never drinks earthly water, but nourishes itself only on raindrops from the clouds.
This remarkable bird, which always flies very high, will often be found in kavya.144

136 Text and translation in P.-S. FILLIOZAT, Oeuvres poetiques de Nilakantha Dlksita, I,
Pondichery 1967 (Publications de l'lnstitut Francais d'Indologie 36), pp. 47 ffand (for further
references) 354.

137 Ibid., pp. 231 and (for further references) 357.
138 Ibid., pp. 193 and (for further references) 357.
139 In KM 11, Bombay 1895 and KM 12, Bombay 1897, respectively.
HO in KM 13, Bombay 1903. _
141 V.P. BHANDARI of Nepal, AryasaptasatI by Parvatiya Sri Visvesvara Pandit with a

commentary by the author, Benares (Cowkhamba) 1925. - A. NAHATA gives information on
other authors of (Arya)saptasatis in Samskrt kl saptasati saptak, PJ 4, 1 (1966), p. 172 and
Saptasindhu 13, 2 (Patiala 1966), p. 1 ff.'

H2 in KM 14, Bombay 19382.
143 Bo th in J. H A E B E R L I N , K S .

Translations: H. E W A L D , Z D M G 4 (1842), p . 366 ff. (German); A. H O E F E R , Indische
Gedichte II, p . 161 ff. (German); (E.B.) Cowell, The Cataka, JRAS 1891, p. 599 ff.

144 S. STASIAK, Le Cataka (Etude comparative), R O 2 (1919-24), p . 33 ff. gives a valuable
list of the stanzas that describe or ment ion the Cataka.
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The poems describe either the bird itself or the noble, lofty-minded man whose
model is the cataka.

It should not be forgotten that the majority of the stanzas woven into classical
jirama must be regarded as muktakas from the poetic point of view. Their
relationship to the dramatic action of the play is usually very slight, and they are
really lyrical poetry of the minor form which, although incorporated into a longer
form of poem, should be interpreted not by the criteria applicable to drama but by
those appropriate to poetry (alamkarasastra). Numerous stanzas in mahakavya, too,
can easily serve as independent single-stanza poems since, as we have seen, the
definition of the term muktaka must be related to the detachability of a stanza from
the main body of the poem: note that Indian critics do not illustrate their theories
only with stanzas taken from writers like Hala and Amaru, who are lyrical poets in
the strict sense of the word, but also with stanzas from dramas and mahakavyas.

4. Multiple-Stanza Poems. Introduction

In between the shortest and the long poems in classical metric poetry, i.e.,
between muktaka and mahakavya, comes the multiple-stanza poem, which in
principle is limited to the shorter forms known as the series of stanzas (samghata)
and khandakavya.145 We will deal with all these intermediary forms together in the
following pages as in practice poets do not appear to differentiate so strictly between
the two main genres. The few critics who give definitions of this intermediary field
are vague and their accounts do not tally.

We came to the conclusion in an earlier chapter146 that a samghata can be defined
as a poem built up in stanzas, using one metre only and dealing with a single theme.
On the other hand we found that a khandakavya is a form of short poem with
considerably greater freedom in the choice of theme and that the import of its
lyrical stanzas is based on a sort of'story' which, however, generally provides only a
framework and background and is not worked out in detail. In theory, yugmakas,
sandanitakas, kapalakas and kulakas, consisting of two, three, four and five stanzas
respectively, are also multiple-stanza poems, but this is not so in practice. A
number of two-stanza and longer sections are to be found in the Thera- and Theri-
gathas in the Pali canon, but they do not belong to the sort of lyrical short poem
favoured. The dominant genre is always the single-stanza poem. Independent
yugmakas, sandanitakas, etc., are rare in secular poetry although we frequently find
them in mahakavya147 and sometimes in samghata and khandakavya, too. We can

145 Cf. the table on p . 47.
146 P.66f.
147 Magha 's Sisup., for example , contains all four forms: yugmakas (7, 12-13; 14, 63 -64 ;

16, 80-81; 83-84; 19, 43-44; 88-89), visesakas (6, 11-13; 17-19; 7, 16-18; 9, 58-60; 80-
82; 16, 76-78; 17, 37-39), kapalakas (7, 53-56; 12, 67-70; 16, 72-75) and kulakas (of 5
stanzas: 7, 7-11; of 6 stanzas: 7, 33-38; of 7 stanzas: 7, 62-68; of 8 stanzas: 2, 14-21; of 9
stanzas: 4, 1-9).
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regard the yugmaka as the first expansion of the muktaka, the second stanza being
added when the poet required more space for what he had to say (while frequently
making the two stanzas fit into one and the same sentence). This development took
place at a time when muktaka technique had already been perfected. By replacing
the structure of the single-stanza poem with a more complex one the poet was able
to create an impression of novelty and also show greater skill. The same applies to
structures built up of from five to fifteen stanzas.

In extent, samghatas and khandakavyas correspond very well to individual
anthologies of muktakas. Both genres have between eight and one hundred stanzas
as a general rule, whereas a mahakavya consists of at least two to three hundred
stanzas, although in theory there is no upper limit. Here we will call khandakavya,
samghata and other intermediary forms "multiple-stanza poems" in order to
distinguish between them and single-stanza muktaka poetry on one hand and poetry
consisting of many stanzas, mahakavya, on the other. Although this poetry took the
form of satakas, pancasikas, astakas, etc., as did collections of short poetry, there is
nevertheless an important difference in that the order of the stanzas seems to be far
less arbitrary than it is in muktaka anthologies. There are .also clear differences
b̂etween multiple-stanza poetry and the poetry of the major form; several

characteristic features of mahakavya; apart from its greater length, are not normally
to be found in the former. They are the division into chapters (sarga), the changes in
metre, especially at the end of a chapter, and, even more important, the alternation
between rhetorical and descriptive passages..Multiple-stanza poetry is predominant-
Jy descriptive; it is probably a pre-stage of kavya, as, like two- to five-stanza poems,
it is a development of muktaka. There can be little doubt that the process began
with the simple multiplication of independent single stanzas into longer formations.
The only limiting factor on the proliferation of the number of stanzas seems to have
been the stipulation that they should all either be on the same theme (samghata) or
on the series of themes (khandakavya) necessary to provide a background story. In
both cases, but particularly in khandakavya, the influence of mahakavya is clearly
noticeable.

We find series of poems dealing with the same theme such as summer, the
abandoned beloved, etc., both in anthologies arranged in vrajyas and in collections
of muktakas by one poet. We know too little today to be able to say to what extent
these collections were arranged on definite principles, but most multiple-stanza
poems, at any rate, reveal fairly clear attempts by the poet to ensure that there was
some sort of connection in content between the successive stanzas. "This linking-
process, as this artistic device may be called for lack of an Indian term, frees the
single stanza from the isolation we are accustomed to consider as one of the
characteristics of Old Indian poetry by connecting it to its sister. It is just as obvious
to the trained ear as anuprasa148 or yamaka149, both of which, it should be noted,

148 Alliteration.
149 The repetition in one stanza of part of the verse whose identical sounds do not have the

same meaning as they did the first time they occurred in the stanza.
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can only occur in one and the same stanza."150 The opening stanzas of the
anonymous Rtusamhara, for example, are linked to each other in the following
fashion:

stanza 1 to 2 by °ksata° (1 ' 5 ' , 2),
stanza 2 to 3 by sucau (2,3),
stanza 3 to 4 by kaminah (3), kaminam (4) and by (su)vasitam (3),

°vasitaih (4),
stanzas 4 and 5 to 6 by nitamba0 (4), nitambinlnam (5), nitamba0 (6). .

Similarly, in Kalidasa's Meghaduta each stanza is linked either to the next stanza or
to the next but one:

stanza 2 to 3 by megham (2), megha° (3), and by °aslista° (2),
°aslesa° (3),

stanza 3 to 4 by °vrtti (3), °vrttim (4),
stanza 4 to 6 by °arthi (4), °arthi(tvam) (6).

As far as content is concerned, there is only partial agreement between multiple-
stanza poetry and muktaka. This can be explained, at least in part, by the fact that
the former developed later and was easily influenced by other forms of poetry.
Although religious poems are occasionally to be found, single-stanza poetry is
almost entirely secular, whereas multiple-stanza can mostly be divided into two
categories: secular and religious. These sometimes overlap, it is true, as we have
already seen when we dealt with muktaka, where some poems can be interpreted in
either a religious or a secular sense. The predominant themes in the secular category
are eroticism, the seasons, nature and the countryside. By using the customary
poetic devices and linking stanza to stanza, the imagination and the powers of
imagination of the poets again and again enabled them to discover new attractions
and hitherto unconsidered aspects in these well-worn themes and to fit them into
new contexts. Significantly enough, one field that has not established itself in
multiple-stanza poetry is that of worldly wisdom and experience of life, whose
tendency towards epigrammatic brevity has always made the short poem, subhasita,
the most suitable vessel for its expression. On the other hand two related genres of
poetry are not represented in muktaka: the secular panegyric in praise of a ruler,
generally the poet's patron, and its religious counterpart, the stotra in praise of some
godhead. Both require a larger frame than short poetry can provide.

It is not always easy to draw a hard and fast line between single- and multiple-
stanza poetry. Whereas purely external criteria such as length and arrangement
distinguish intermediate forms clearly from mahakavya, they put khandakavya and
samghata into the same category as muktaka anthologies. Judged purely by form, a
series of stanzas, irrespective of theme, may appear as a collection of muktakas or as
a multiple-stanza poem. The main difference between the two genres lies in the

150 W. SCHUBRING, Jinasena, Mallinatha, Kalidasa, Z D M G 105 (1955), p. 331 ff.
151 A variant is ksama.
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manner in which the stanzas are linked together. If the poems have simply been
anthologized without any special regard to the surrounding verses we may
reasonably speak of muktaka poetry. If, however, conscious efforts have clearly
been made to arrange them in some definite order, it would be proper to call it
multiple-stanza poetry. There are a great many borderline cases. A typical example
is Bilhana's Caurasuratapaficasika, which, in view of its background story152, could
easily be classed as a khandakavya. It would perhaps be more correct, however, to
regard it as muktaka poetry as it is by no means certain that all the stanzas are
addressed to the same nayika.

Regarding the two categories of multiple-stanza poetry, samghata and khandaka-
vya, it should finally be mentioned that the latter, "little poetry", which in certain
respects is mahakavya in miniature, can never form part of a longer work, whereas
samghata was constantly incorporated in longer poems, even at an early date. Many
descriptive passages in mahakavyas are in reality typical samghatas adapted in part
to the major form: the whole passage is on the same theme, describing, with the
exception of the first introductory stanza(s), a military expedition, a city, a
mountain, a sunrise or sunset, the rising or setting of the moon, the pleasures of the
monarch bathing together with the ladies of the court, etc. Furthermore, except for
the concluding stanzas, they are generally all in the same metre.

5. Multiple-Stanza Poetry

a) Secular Lyrical Poetry

As is the case with muktaka literature, a large part of the secular multiple-stanza
poetry in Sanskrit and Middle Indian languages is lost to us. If we do not take into
account panegyrics to princes, some splendid examples of which are preserved in

(inscriptions, two themes in particular are preferred: Jove, which poets like to
illustrate by describing its various phases and the behaviour and gestures of young
women, and the seasons. The latter, which often have an erotic strain, present us
with a wealth of subtle descriptions of nature and may contain elements taken over
from Indian folksongs. v

Although descriptions of some seasons, early winter for instance, have been
woven into most mahakavyas ever since the Ramayana, there are, strangely enough,
no descriptions of a single season as a genre of their own. Those multiple-stanza
poems which are not parts of longer works delight in sadrtuvarnana, i.e., the
description of all the six seasons in the Indian year. There is no reason why there
should not be poems in praise of one single season, at any rate by some early writer
of kavya, yet no such poem has come down to us. Relatively simple prototypes

152 Seep. 95 f. above.
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must lie behind ih6 Rtusamhara153, the "Circle of the Seasons", which, although it
has a complex structure and has been influenced by the techniques of mahakavya,

Jean hardly be considered as one of Kalidasa's youthful works as has frequently been
done. The Rtusamhara is almost certainly the work of some poet whose name has
not come down to us and was probably written sometime between Asvaghosa
(about 100 A.D.) and Kalidasa (4th to 5th century). Critics indirectly confirm that
Kalidasa can hardly be the author, as excerpts from this short poem are never
quoted by them. An indication that the poem might have been written before the
middle of the 5th century is the fact that the poet (Vatsabhatti imitates two stanzas
and some expressions from the Rtusamhara in his Mandasore inscription (473 j
A.D.). Four stanzas are also quoted in Vallabhadeva's Subhasitavali; two154 of them
are ascribed to Kalidasa ("by Kalidasa"), while the other two are unsigned.155

The Rtusamhara is not all of one piece but falls into six clearly defined sections in
praise of summer (grisma), the monsoon season (varsa), autumn (sarad), early winter
(hemanta), winter (sisira) and spring (vasanta) respectively. This does not agree at all
with the usual poetic practice in sadrtuvarnana, in which the cycle generally begins
with spring. However, it may have been the unknown poet's intention to allow the
poem to finish in a particularly happy atmosphere by placing spring last, as this is
the most festive season in the Indian year. A great deal of artistic care was devoted
to the construction of the sixteen to twenty-eight stanzas in each section156: while
the same metre has been used in the first ten to twenty stanzas in each section, the
remainder are written in one or several different metres, in accordance with the

153 Ed.: W. J O N E S , Calcut ta 1792, facsimile reprint by H. K R E Y E N B O R G , Hannove r 1924;
P. v. B O H L E N , Leipzig 1840 (with metrical t ranslat ion into Ge rman) ; C.S. S I T A R A M A Y Y A R ,
Bombay 1897 (with English translat ion); V.L.S. PANSTKAR, Bombay 1922 6 (NSP); N . R A M A
A C A R Y A ' K A V Y A T I R T H A ' , Bombay 1952 8 (NSP); A. S C H A R P E , Kalidasa-Lexicon, III, Brugge
1958; M.R. K A L E , Delh i -Varanas i -Patna 1967 (with English translation). - Literature: F.
K I E L H O R N , Die Mandasor-Inschrif t vom Malava-Jahre 529 (= 472 n. Chr.) u n d Kalidasas
Ri tusamhara , N G W G 1890, p . 251 ff.; R.B. K U L S H R E S H T H A , Source of Kalidasa 's R tu -Sam-
hara, J G J h 22 (1965/66) , p . 97 ff.; R.B. K U L S H R E S H T H A , Re turn to Kalidasa 's R tu -Samha-
ra. JGJh 25 (1969), p . 411 ff.; K .R P I S H A R O T I , Kalidasa 's t rea tment of na ture in R t u s a m h a -
ra, I H Q 24 (1948), p . 134 ff.; M.M. S H A R M A , Some observations on the Authorsh ip of Rtu-
samhara , J U G 14 (1963), p . 21 ff. (regards, as do others, the Rtus. as being by Kalidasa). See
also L. R E N O U , Sanskrit et cul ture, Paris 1950, p . 145 ff.: U n theme litteraire en Sanskrit: les
saisons (in par t icular p . 145). - Translat ions: P. v. B O H L E N , Leipzig 1840; H. F A U C H E ,
Oeuvres comple tes de Kalidasa, II, Paris 1860; A.W. R Y D E R , Kalidasa. Transla t ions of
Shakunta la and other works, London-New York 1912, reprinted 1920, 1928; H. K R E Y E N -
BORG, Der Kreislauf der Jahreszeiten, Leipzig 1919; E. P O W Y S M A T H E R S , A Circle of the
Seasons, W a l t h a m Saint Lawrence, Berkshire 1929; M.R. K A L E , Delh i -Varanas i -Pa tna 1967;
M. N A N D Y , T h e R i tusamhara of Kalidasa, Calcut ta 1970.

154 Subh. 1674 = Rtus. 6, 17 and Subh. 1678 = Rtus. 6, 19.
155 Although the Rtusamhara is easily understood and hardly needs a commentary, the fact

that Mallinatha, who wrote commentaries to Kalidasa's three lyrical (epic) works (Meghadu-
ta, Kumarasambhava and Raghuvamsa), did not write one on the Rtusamhara supports the
contention that Kalidasa was not the author.

•56 Cantos I, II and VI have 28 stanzas, Canto III has 26, Canto IV 18 and Canto V 16.



Poetry of the Minor Form - Laghukavya 109

conventions of mahakavya. One peculiarity of the* Rtusamhara is that the final
stanza in each section is in Sardulavikridita metre, whereas it is common practice in
mahakavya (and drama) for the final stanza to express a hope of blessing. The initial
stanza in each section announces which season is to be described ("Now, oh
beloved, summer, winter, etc. has come").157 We should notice that similar, highly
formalized statements also preface the descriptions of winter and the rainy season in
Ram. Ill, 16158 and IV, 28.159 It is conceivable that these descriptions in the Ra-
mayana were originally separate poems which were later incorporated into the epic,
or that their authors were inspired by similar, independent poems.'We can be
certain, however, that the Rtusamhara, although the oldest preserved example of
this genre, was preceded by a long period of development and has a long tradition
behind it. It seems that the title Rtusamhara was first bestowed on the work by
Manirama, the author of the commentary Candrika. An older, Jaina commentator
by the name of Amarakirti160 calls the cycle Visesakavya, "poetry about the
characteristics (of the different seasons)", or simply Rtuvarnanakavya, "poetry
describing the seasons".

The author of the Rtusamhara was undoubtedly a considerable poet. The charm
of his verses lies in the clarity of expression and the elegant, easy-flowing rhythm, so
seldom achieved in Sanskrit poetry, as well as in the fine details of his imagery and
the happy mixture of accord with nature and sensitivity in love he created without
departing from the poetic conventions of his day. The excellence of the Rtusamhara
may explain why no other early poems about the cycle of the seasons have survived.
It is not until the middle of the 16th century that another poem on the same theme
appears: Durlabha's Rtuvarnana161, which, however, begins with autumn and ends
with the rainy season. Two other works, both entitled Sadrtuvarnana, come even
later. One was written by Vararaja (mid 17th century), who came from a learned
artistic family where both his father and grandfather had been authors. The other
was by Visvesvara from Almora, whom we have already met.162 He was a versatile
and prolific writer, the author of numerous other poems (lyrical, dramatic and in
prose), two commentaries and a theoretical work on poetry (beginning of the 18th

157 Canto I: niddghakdlo 'yam updgatah priye, "Now, oh beloved, summer has come!";
II: samdgato ... ghandgamah ... priye, "The rainy season, oh beloved, has come!"; III:
prdptd sarad ..., "Autumn has come"; IV: hemantakdlah samupdgato 'yam, "The early
winter has come"; VI: vasantayoddhd samupdgatah priye, "Now, oh beloved, spring, a
warrior, has come". Only V is different: varorii kdlam sisirdhvayam srnu, "Hearken (now),
oh you with the lovely thighs, to (the description of) winter!".

158 ayam sa kdlah samprdptah priyo yas te, "Now the time has come that is (so) dear to
you".

159 ayam sa kdlah samprdptah samayo 'dya jaldgamah, " N o w this t ime has come: it is
now the monsoon t ime" .

160 See C. V O G E L , Amarakl r t i s Vyakhyalesa, ein J a ina -Kommen ta r zum Rtusamhara aus
dem Anfang des 17. Jahrhunder t s , Z D M G , Supplement II (1974), p . 430.

161 K. K U N J U N N I R A J A , T h e Rtuvarnana of Dur labha with a commen ta ry edited, etc., BV
33 (1969), p . 305 ff.

162 See p . 1.03 above .
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century). All the poems dealt with above are samghatas according to the definition
we have given.

The monsoon season occupies an important place in multiple-stanza erotic
poetry. As many trades and agriculture come to a standstill during these months and
the heavy rainfall makes travelling unattractive, the season is congenial to indoor
life and the pleasures of love. The day the monsoon breaks is the last day on which
the beautiful beloved can expect the return of her lover from his long journey. Poets
make the most of the opportunities offered by this situation. Fine poetic material is
provided by the first clouds in the month of Asadha accompanied by herons, by the
showers, storms, the beauty of lightning and the greenness of fields after rain. Love
is of two sorts. It is happy when the lovers are safely united under a thick roof.
Sometimes, however the situation is quite different: the girl's lover has not returned
by the beginning of the rainy season and she grieves lest her passion be cooled by
dreams, chess and other games while the clouds pile up outside and the lightning
flashes, or lest, unconsolable, she should slowly pine away on her couch. This
unfulfilled, unhappy love as described in the texts of the kamasastra is portrayed
more often than happy love. Poets like to dwell on the various phases - interrupted
sleep, loss of weight, revulsion from worldly matters leading to mental confusion,
fainting fits and even death. We can assume that here, as in so many other cases,
early authors were stfmulated by folksongs, perhaps sung by women in Apabhram-
sa, telling of the approaching rains and the joys and sorrows of love. It is a striking
fact that in Sanskrit and Middle Indian kavya it is only the rainy season that is the
object of such attention; spring and summer, which play an equally important part
in secular single-stanza poetry and in some sections of mahakavya, are of less
account in multiple-stanza poetry. However, to make a comparison with another
major Indian literature, classical Tamil poetry has a sub-category of prabandha
known as veninmalai, "Garlands of Summer (Stanzas)". The subject is the hot
season, and it is subdivided into two phases: ilavenil, "the young heat", and
mutuvenil, "the mature heat".163

A comparatively early poem on the monsoon season theme which contains a
great deal of erotic sentiment is the Ghatakarpara(kavya)164, the "Poem of the
Broken Jug" Jpr "Poem by Ghatakarpara"). Like the Rtusamhara, this poem, which
has up to twenty-four stanzas165, is often attributed to Kalidasa. The poem is
otherwise supposed to have been written by Ghatakarpara(kavi), whose name, and

163 K.V. ZVELEBIL, Tamil Literature, p. 219.
'64 Ed.: G.M. DURSCH, Berlin 1828 (with German translation); in J. HAEBERLIN, KS; M.

KAUL SHASTRI, Srinagar 1945 (Kashmir Sanskrit Series 67, with Abhinavagupta's commenta-
ry); B. PARLIER, La Ghatakarparavivrti d'Abhinavagupta, Paris 1975 (Publications de
l'lnstitut de Civilisation Indienne 39; with Abhinavagupta's commentary and translation of
original and commentary). - Literature: S.L. KATRE, The Ghatakarpara problem, Vikrama
Vol., Ujjain 1948; S.K. RAMACHANDRA RAO, A forgotten Sanskrit poet, AP 31 (1960),
p. 115 ff.; Ch. VAUDEVILLE, A note on the Ghatakarpara and the Meghaduta, AIOC 2 (1959),
p. 37 flFand JOIB 9 (1959/60), p. 125 ff.

165 The Kashmir version, also commented on by Abhinavagupta, has 21 stanzas.
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the title of the work, are traditionally said to be found in the last stanza: the author
boldly promises to proffer water in a broken jug (ghata-karpara) to the man who is a
greater master of rhyme than he is. Legend makes Ghatakarpara a contemporary of
Kalidasa's and one of the poets who were the Nine Jewels at the court of King
Vikramaditya. Unfortunately this can no more be proved than the fact that a poet
by the name of Ghatakarpara ever lived. It may, however, be taken as certain that
this little poem cannot be by Kalidasa, even if it does bear certain resemblances to
his Meghaduta. Quite apart from the fact that the Ghatakarparakavya in no way
reaches the heights attained by Kalidasa, it can hardly have been the great master of
kavya's intention to write two poems so close to each other in kind.

The Ghatakarpara is'presented by Abhinavagupta.as a kulaka166, by which,
however, this important critic of classical poetry does not mean the syntactically
connected series of from five to fifteen stanzas we have already mentioned.167 He is
referring to a particular category of sung poetry, gitakavya, which, like all multiple-
stanza poetry, deals with a single homogeneous theme, preferably in musical form,
i.e., interpreted with the aid of song, dance and instrumental accompaniment. The
Ghatakarpara is written in five different metres and, as the final stanza shows, the
poet was particularly proud of the artistic yamaka rhymes168 he has placed in the
middle and at the end of each stanza. The poem describes the onset of the rainy
season and portrays a youthful beauty whose lover, a traveller, has not yet returned.
While the first and last stanzas are spoken by the poet himself, the majority of the
stanzas (perhaps all of them) are placed in the mouth of the beloved (nayika) who,
overwhelmed by longing and the pangs of separation, at one moment addresses her
confidante, at another the clouds piling up outside (stanzas 2 and 3), her absent
lover (stanza 4) or some of the trees normally associated with the monsoon such as
the sarja- (stanza 11), the kutaja- (stanza 12) or the nlpa-tree (stanza 13).
Unfortunately the structure of the poem is very loose and it is not always clear who
is speaking. According to Abhinavagupta, who regards the Ghatakarpara as being
by Kalidasa and a masterpiece of the implied, the speakers in the various stanzas are
not only the poet and the nayika, the latter in stanzas 2-5 and 8-14: the speaker in
stanzas 6-7 is, in his opinion, the woman (dutl) who has brought a message to the
nayaka. It is simpler to divide the poem into two parts and consider them. In the
first, and longer (stanzas 2-14), we hear the nayika's complaint, and in the second
(stanzas 15-18), the confidante's reply, whose description of the rainy season gives
the reason why the nayaka has not returned. Closer examination of the text shows
that the third quarter of the poem (stanzas" 10-14) is a sort of interlude. Judging by
the context, these stanzas, together with nos. 2-9, should be spoken by the nayika,
but the construction of the stanzas leads us to think of the speaker as being a quite
definite type of woman: the abandoned beloved, out of her mind with worry
(unmatta), wandering aimlessly through the countryside speaking to plants and

166 Vivrti ad Ghatak. 1.
167 See p . 66 above.
168 See p . 105, no te 149.
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animals169 (stanza 10, a description of the ketana-tree, 11-13, address to the sarja-,
kutaja- and nipa-trees):

tat sadhu yat tvam sutarum sasarja
prajapatih kamanivasa sarja I

tvam manjaribhih pravaro vandndm
netrotsavas casi sayauvandndm17011 (11)

"Prajapati did good to create you, (oh) beautiful tree, oh sarja (-tree), (you) seat of love.'71
With your clusters of blossom you are the most beautiful (of the trees) in the forest, a feast
for the eyes of young (women)."

navakadamba siro 'vanatasmi te
vasati vo madanah kusumasmfte /

kutaja kim kusumair ayahasyate
pranipatami ca dusprasahasya te II (12)

"Young kadamba(-tree), I bow down before you. Love172 dwells in your blossoms. Why,
kutaja (-tree), do you deride me with your blossoms? Before .you, (too, who are) difficult to
endure, I bow down."

In Act IV of the drama Vikramorvaslya we find similar, though artistically more
.mature stanzas. There, however, they are not spoken by the beloved, but by her
distraught lover. The act is highly lyrical and consists mainly of a long monologue
spoken by Pururavas who, deeply in love, is searching everywhere for his missing
UrvasI, questions various plants and animals, and thinks he finds traces of his
beloved here and there. It seems probable that stanzas 10-14 of the Ghatakarpara
are an imitation of such descriptions of the half-demented lover, who is almost
certainly a type that developed early in Indian poetry, probably under the influence
of folksongs. Among other incongruencies in this poem we will only mention that
although it is about the monsoon season, stanza 14 not only mentions rain, but also
spring (madhunah kala) and bees seeking honey. These and similar characteristics
indicate that the stanzas do not always follow each other naturally; indeed, at times
they even give the impression of being an anthology. Did the poet perhaps merely
wish to present a skilfully selected series of rhymed love poems about the monsoon?
It is also conceivable that some of the stanzas were originally composed as
independent muktakas and only later incorporated in the Ghatakarpara.

We have intentionally dwelt at some length on the Ghatakarparakavya as most
histories of kavya literature obstinately defend the viewpoint that this little poem is
the forerunner of the "messenger poem" (dutakavya) or "message poem" (sandesa-
kavya) which flourished in Sanskrit and other Indian languages. I think we have
shown that this theory is untenable. The/nayika in the Ghatakarpara does not
address her lamentation to one person alorie| but to the monsoon clouds and, as we

169 Abhinavagupta ' s commenta ry also visualizes the beloved wandering from tree to tree.
170 T h e yamaka rhymes are underlined.
171 Or: dwelling of the god of love.
172 Or. the god of love.
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have seen, also to her confidante, her distant lover and some trees. None of these is
entrusted with the task of carrying a message (sandesa) to her nayaka, nor are the
various stanzas of the Ghatakarparakavya linked to each other by a background
story, however insubstantial.

In genuine sandesakavya, which belongs to the category khandakavya, the
following elements are always present: at the beginning of the poem the poet
presents two young people, very much in love, who, due to misfortune, a curse (as
in the Meghaduta), the abduction of the beloved, etc. undergo a painful separation.
In order to ease the pain of exile and to give the other partner news, the lover sends
the beloved (or vice versa) a long message, the contents of which are generally given
in the poem. The task of delivering the message may be given to almost anything: in
Kalidasa's Meghaduta the messenger is a rain-cloud, in Dhoyl's Pavanaduta the
wind, in Udaya's Mayurasandesa a peacock, in other dtita poems the moon, a
parrot, a cakravaka-duck, a bee, etc. The poem generally falls into two clearly
definable parts: the first section (purvabhaga), in which the lover or beloved tells
the messenger what way he must take (often a long road). The second part contains
a description of the arrival of the messenger, the person who receives the message,
his (her) dwelling, occupation, etc. and usually a brief summary of the message
itself.

The most famous and also the oldest messenger poem extant is Kalidasa's
"Meghaduta173, the poem about the "Cloud as Messenger", which served as a model
for countless later duta poems. However, it is not the work that first introduced this
kind of poem into kavya literature, as many people like to think. There can be no

173 Ed.: E. HULTZSCH, London 1911 (with the commentary of Vallabhadeva); PT.N.S.
KHISTE, Benares 1931 (KSS 88, with three commentaries); R.D. KARMARKAR, Poona 1938
(with English translation); J.B. CHAUDHURI, Calcutta 1951 (K.N. Katju Series 2, with the
commentary of Bharatamallika); PT.B. SHANKAR SHASTRI, Banaras 1953 (KSS 88, with four
commentaries); A. SCHARPE, Kalidasa-Lexicon, III, Brugge 1958; W.H. MAURER, Sugaman-
vaya Vrtti, A late commentary in Jaina Sanskrit on Kalidasa's Meghaduta by the Jaina Muni
Sumativijaya, etc., Poona 1965 (Building Centenary and Silver Jubilee Series 5), 2 vols.; S.K.
DE, Delhi 1970 (2nd revised ed. by V. RAGHAVAN); M.R. KALE, Delhi-Varanasi-Patna 1974
(with English translation); G.R. NANDARGIKAR, Delhi 1979 (with the commentary of Malli-
natha and English translation).
Lit.: H. BECKH, Ein Beitrag zur Textkritik von Kalidasas 'Meghaduta', Berlin 1907 (diss.);
L.D. GREENE, Nature Study in the Sanskrit Poem Meghaduta, IA 59 (1930), p. 114 ff. and
131 ff.; S.K. DE, Some Commentators on the Meghaduta, in: Our Heritage 3, 1 (1955), p. 15
ff.; S.V. SOHONI, Two Peacocks in the Cloud Messenger of Kalidasa, JBORS 42 (1956), p. 164
ff.; S.K. DE, Some Commentators on the Meghaduta, AORM 13 (1957), p. 49 ff.; B.
BHATTACHARYA, A Text-Critical Study of Some Readings of the Meghaduta, in: Our
Heritage, 6, 1 (1958), p. 25 ff.; S.K. DE, A Select Bibliography for the textual study of Kali-
dasa's Meghaduta, S.K. Belvalkar Felic. Vol., Benares 1957; A.N. MOORTHY RAO, A Note on
Poetic Imagery in the Meghaduta, P.K. Gode Commemoration Vol., Poona 1960 (Poona
Oriental Series 93), p. 121 ff. (Ill); J.A.B. VAN BUITENEN, The Gajasurasamharamurti in
Meghaduta 36, BhV 20-21 (1963, Munshi Indol. Felic. Vol.), p. 64 ff.; G.V. DAVANE,
Influence of the Meghaduta on Sanskrit Literature, JUB 33 (1964), p. 96 ff.; S.V. SOHONI,
Meghaduta: Choice of Route, JBORS 52 (1966), p. 1 ff.; V.V. MIRASHI, Ramagiri of Kalida-
sa, in: Studies in Indology, 4, Varanasi 1966, pp. 42 ff.; A.V. SUBRAMANIAM, A suggested source
for Meghasandesa, Summaries of papers, AIOC (Silver Jubilee Session 1969), p. 65.; B.
CHATTERJI, A Note on Alamkara in a Verse of Kalidasa's Meghaduta, JGJh 27 (1971), p.
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doubt that dutakavya, like other forms of seasonal poetry with deep roots in
folksongs, was practised long before Kalidasa's day, probably in Prakrit. As all older
works must have been lost, the first time we meet this genre is in Kalidasa's lyrical
masterpiece. We must assume the messenger poem to be a well-established category
of kavya even before Kalidasa's time, that it was connected right from the very
beginning with descriptions of nature (the journey), of a season and the pangs of
love, and that it was the usual practice in the earliest poetry to choose a monsoon
cloud as a messenger since the rainy season provides the most productive
background from the artistic point of view. The aspect of love described in a
messenger poem is not "love in union" (sambhogasrrigara) but "love in separation"
(viraha). It therefore seems hardly likely to'thinkj as the commentator Mallinatha
does, that Kalidasa took the inspiration for his poem from a quite differently
structured part of Valmlki's Ramayana when he must have had older examples of
dutakavya before his eyes. It is true that in the Yuddhakanda (112 f.) of the Ra-
mayana Rama sends his faithful Hanumat as a messenger to Slta in distant Cey-
lon (Lanka), whither she has been abducted and is oppressed, not only by sorrow,
but most grievously by Ravana, her abductor and the lord of this island. The par-
allel is only of a fortuitous nature, however. Only with difficulty can the passage
from the Yuddhakanda be taken as the model upon which Kalidasa built his
own duta poem174, although the Meghaduta contains numerous references to Val-
mlki. Kalidasa was certainly not the originator of this specific literary category.

23 ff.; A. SCHARPE, Topographica du Meghaduta, Melanges R. Fohalle, Gembloux 1970, p.
259 ff.
Translations: H.H. WILSON, Megha Duta or Cloud Messenger. A poem in the Sanskrit
language. (Ed. and) transl. into English verse, etc., Varanasi 19734 (CSS, Studies 8, reprint of
the 2nd. ed., London 1843); M. MULLER, Meghaduta, oder Der Wolkenbote. Eine altindische
Elegie, Konigsberg 1847; L. FRITZE, Meghaduta, das ist der Wolkenbote, Chemnitz 1879;
R.H.A. DE POMPIGNAN, Meghaduta (Le nuage messager), Paris 1938; F. and E. EDGERTON,
Kalidasa, The Cloud Messenger. Translated etc. A bilingual edition, Ann Arbor 1964; M.R.
KALE, Delhi-Varanasi-Patna 1974; L. NATHAN, Meghaduta: the transport of love, Berkeley
1976 (with Sanskrit text); G.R. NANDARGIKAR, Delhi 1979.
General about Kalidasa: HARI CHAND SASTRI, Kalidasa et 1'art poetique de l'lnde, Paris
1917; A. HILLEBRANDT, Kalidasa. Ein Versuch zu seiner literarischen Wiirdigung, Breslau
1921; 1978; English transl., Calcutta 1971; G.C. JHALA, Kalidasa. A Study, Bombay 1949;
W. RUBEN, Kalidasa. Die menschliche Bedeutung seiner Werke, Berlin 1956; T.G. MAINKAR,
Kalidasa. His art and thought, Poona 1962; S.A. SABNIS, Kalidasa. His style and times,
Bombay 1966; S.CH. BANERJI, Kalidasa-Kosa, Varanasi 1968 (CSS 61); M. MISHRA, Metres
of Kalidasa, Delhi 1977; G. VERMA, Humour in Kalidasa, Delhi-Lucknow 1981; K.
KRISHNAMOORTHY, Kalidasa, New York 1972, Delhi-Varanasi-Patna 1982. See also S.P.
NARANG, Kalidasa Bibliography, .New Delhi 1976 (far from complete) and p. , note 51.

174 The theme of dispatching & messenger is also to be found in the saga ofJMala and
Damayantl in the Mahdbhdrata (the dispatch of a goose) and in Jataka No. 297, the Kd-
mavildpa-Jdtaka (the dispatch of a crow). Kalidasa refers to Hanumat's delivery of Rama's
message to Slta in a simile in Meghad. 2, 37.
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The history of the genre is unfortunately lost in obscurity, but the earliest message
poems, though they have not come down to us, were undoubtedly based on other
sources than the epic or rhapsodic.'75 Bringers of news, especially female messen-
gers (dutl) play an important part in single-stanza love poetry, as we have seen. The
beginnings of messenger poetry are certainly to be sought here, and in the
enlargement of older lyrical poetry which, judged by length, belonged to the minor
form.

We know little about the life and times even of Kalidasa, the greatest of the
Sanskrit poets. Tradition has surrounded him with a forest of fantastic legends, but
they contain few details of biographical value.176 We know with certainty only that
Kalidasa, a Sivaite Brahman, must have lived some considerable time later than
Asvaghosa (about 100 A.D.) as his art manifests a polish, balance and artistic
maturity that the works of this earlier, Buddhist author foreshadowed but never
really attained. It seems most probable that he was born about 400 A.D. in the city
of Ujjayini (the modern Ujjain), a city he describes lovingly in the Meghaduta.
Legend makes him a contemporary of King Kumaradasa (6th century) and also one
of the Nine Jewels at the court of King Vikramaditya of Ujjayini. The allusions in
Kalidasa's works to a ruler of the Gupta dynasty could easily be taken to indicate a
link between him and Candragupta II (375^13 A.D.) who, like other rulers of this
house, bore the title Vikramaditya, "Sun of Victory", and whose capital was
Ujjayini. The inscription at Aihole, dated 634 A.D., whose author mentions the
already famous poets Kalidasa, Subandhu, Bharavi, Pravarasena and Hala, proves
that he must have lived before this time. We also know that the dramatist Bhava-
bhuti, whose works can be dated to about 700-730 A.D., has borrowed a consid-
erable number of ideas and wordings from Kalidasa's poetry.177 One passage in
Mallinatha's commentary on the Meghaduta allows us to date the poet, at any
rate in theory: Mallinatha sees in stanza I, 14 an allusion to the great Buddhist phi-
losopher Dignaga, who, however, did not live until the beginning of the 6th century.
It seems hardly probable that Kalidasa lived as late as that.

While internal criteria irrevocably link Kalidasa to the intellectual climate of the
early Gupta era, thus giving us an approximate dating, we know nothing about the
conditions under which he lived. His fame being so great, legend credits him with
being the genius who could successfully solve any poetic task with the greatest ease.
Anecdotes relate fantastic stories of how the poet, orphaned at a very early age, was
brought up by a cowherd. His name has been interpreted as meaning that his poetic
gift came direct from Kali (Kalidasa = "Servant of Kali"). He is later supposed to
have married a princess and led an illustrious life as a famous court poet. He is

175 It should be observed tha t in classical T a m i l l i terature the messenger genre (tutu, Skt.
duta) existed in embryon ic form as early as the t ime of the III C a n k a m ; see K.V. Z V E L E -
BIL, T a m i l Li tera ture , p . 205 .

176 T h e majori ty of the anecdotes a re collected in Ballala's Bhojaprabandha: see L.H.
G R A Y , T h e Nar ra t ive of Bhoja (Bhojaprabandha) , etc., N e w Haven 1950 (AOS 34).

177 Cf. V.V. MIRASHI, Bhavabhuti, Delhi-Varanasi-Patna 1974, p. 7 f.
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presumed not to have died a natural death: while on a visit to King Kumaradasa of
Ceylon he is said to have been murdered by a wicked hetaera.

Kalidasa, a versatile poet, composed a number of works in different genres. The
Meghaduta, to which we shall return in the following paragraphs, is khandakavya,
the Kumarasambhava and the Raghuvamsa are both lyrical and epic mahakavya,
and finally there are three dramas whose reputation stands very high: the Malavika-
gnimitra, the Vikramorvaslya and, the most famous of the three, the Abhijna-
nasakuntala. A large number of long and short poems have incorrectly been
attributed to Kalidasa, for instance the Bhramarastaka178, the Ghatakarpara
(already discussed), the Mafigalastaka, the Nalodaya (a work by Ravideva), the
Puspabanavilasa, which is sometimes also ascribed to Vararuci or Ravideva, the
Raksasakavya, the Rtusamhara (already discussed), the Sarasvatistotra, the Srngara-
rasastaka, the Srngaratilaka, the Syamaladandaka and the short, didactic text
on prosody, the Srutabodha, otherwise thought to be by Vararuci or the Jaina
Ajitasena. In addition to the non-authentic works, there are also some "false"
Kalidasas. Immensely proud of their poetic achievement, several later poets
have either been barefaced enough to call themselves Kalidasa or have in-
vented pseudonyms such as Nava-Kalidasa, "New Kalidasa", Akbariya-Kalidasa,
"Akbar-Kalidasa", etc.

Like all sandesa poetry, the approximately 110 stanzas of the Meghaduta form a
sort of framework story: a yaksa, a semi-divine being who is the guardian of the god
Kubera's treasure, has committed an offence for which he has been banished from
Alaka, the city of the gods in the north, to distant Ramagiri ("Rama mountain") in
Central India. In the eighth month of his one year's exile, when the yaksa sees the
first signs of the approaching monsoon, he asks a passing cloud to do him the
service of acting as his messenger; he is to go to Alaka carrying news to his
sorrowing wife from her distant lover. With the exception of a few stanzas (the
authenticity of the last verse is highly debatable), Kalidasa's poem consists only of
the detailed description of the route to be followed by the cloud and the message he
is to deliver. In the Purvamegha it describes the various stops on the long journey
the cloud must travel, in the Uttaramegha179, the glories of Alaka, the city of the
gods, and the signs that will enable the cloud to recognize his house; it lies to the
north of Kubera's palace and has a gaily coloured arched doorway, a garden and an
artificial pond. Finally, the yaksa gives a touching picture of his wife's suffering. In
one of the opening stanzas (1,5) the poet reflects on the odd fact that a sensible being
(as a yaksa entrusted with the care of Kubera's treasure must be) should choose as
his messenger such a completely lifeless thing as a cloud:

178 Also called the Bhrhgastaka.
179 The Kerala commentators Purnasarasvati (P) and Rsiputra Paramesvara (RP), both

14th century, call the first part Piirvasandesa (P) and Prathamdsvdsa (RP) respectively
instead of Purvamegha, and the second part Uttarasandesa (P) and Dvitlydsvdsa (RP) instead
of Uttaramegha.
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dhumajyotihsalilamarutam samnipatah kva meghah
sandesarthah kva patukaranaih pranibhih prapaniyah /

ity autsukyad apariganayan guhyakas tarn yayace
kamarta hi prakrtikrpanas cetanacetanesu //

"In his intense longing, not reckoning that a cloud - a (mere) conflux of smoke, light, water
and wind - is incompatible with (i.e., not capable of conveying) the content of a message
(sandesa) that can only be conveyed by living beings with sound organs of sense, the
Guhyaka180 entrusted the task to this (cloud): lovesick (people) are by nature poor (at
telling the difference) between animate and inanimate."

Kalidasa has not chosen the word 'lovesick' in this stanza by chance, for the nayaka
type in the Meghaduta, indeed both the nayaka and the nayika in mature sandesa
poetry in general, were conceived of as being sorrowing lovers, driven half out of
their wits (unmatta). They were lovers who have fallen into despair and are well-
nigh incapable of enduring the separation (viraha) imposed upon them. The critic
Bhamaha (about the end of the 7th century), not perhaps one of the great admirers
of duta poetry, mentions in his Kavyalamkara that, in the kavya of his day a cloud,
the wind, the moon, a bee, a harita-bird, a cakravaka-duck, a parrot, etc. could act
as a messenger. However, he regarded the practice as a fault (dosa), even as
ayuktimat, "something quite unsuitable". As these beings can neither speak nor
bring forth articulate sounds, it is not correct to choose them as messengers.
However, Bhamaha continues, the practice is permissible when the speaker, i.e., the
man sending the message, is an unmatta(-nayaka), a lover unbalanced by intense
longing.'8'

This passage by Bhamaha does not contain the sharp criticism of messenger
poetry as a genre that a number of histories of literature profess to find in it. On the
contrary, it shows the great popularity of this sort of poetry in Bhamaha's day and,
above all, makes it clear that we must presume a certain period of development, i.e.,
that sandesakavya existed long before Bhamaha wrote his Kavyalamkara. It
confirms the thesis that Kalidasa in no way created this form of poetry when he
wrote the Meghaduta but took a tradition that was already there, though
presumably refining and changing it to suit his own purposes. His artistic sense
showed him what could be further developed and, as always in kavya, that new
creative opportunites were offered by this changed viewpoint. It should be noted
that Bhamaha and Kalidasa use the synonymous words utkantha and autsukya,
"(intense) longing", and that the two texts characterize the person who sends the
messenger as unmatta, "unbalanced", and "kamarta, "lovesick", respectively. Both
authors use one of the two terms employed to classify the whole genre - sandesa-
and dutakavya: Kalidasa has the word sandesa in the above stanza from the
Meghaduta while Bhamaha uses the keyword duta in Kavyalamkara I, 42.

Kalidasa wrote the Meghaduta in the "slow-moving" Mandakranta consisting of
4 lines (pada, literally "quarters") each of seventeen syllables. Each line begins with

180 " T h e guardian of the treasure", i.e., the yaksa.
181 Kdvydl. 1, 44: yadi cotkanthayd yat tad unmatta iva bhdsate / tathd bhavatu.
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four long syllables followed by five short, most of the remaining syllables in the line
being long. It creates an effect of solemnity with a melodic rhythm.

u u u - - u - - u _u

This metre has formed a school. It was not only other writers of duta poetry that
liked to use it; the dramatist Bhavabhuti employed it in Act IX of his Malatlma-
dhava for the sandesa passage on the theme of the monsoon and the separation of
lovers. The abandoned Madhava, searching for a cloud to take a message to Malati,
his beloved, also speaks in Mandakranta metre (IX, 25-26):

"Gentle cloud, does lightning, thy beloved companion, embrace thee? Do the catakas,
welcome (to thee) by the affection they manifest, wait upon thee? Does the eastern wind
gladden thee by its gentle touches? And does the rainbow bearing beauty on all sides
become thy prominent mark?" (25)

"If in thy free rambles over the world thou chancest to see my beloved, first cheer her up
and then tell her of the sad plight Madhava is in. In telling it thou shouldst not snap, to any
great degree, the thread of hope, for that alone somehow sustains the life of the long-eyed
one" (26)182.

The total number of stanzas in the Meghaduta varies between 110 and 130. It
seems probable that the great popularity of the work led to a number of
interpolations. This is indicated partly by the fact that there is a Tibetan translation
of 117 stanzas, a Sinhalese of 118 stanzas and a work by Jinasena (second half of the
8th century), the Parsvabhyudaya, 120 stanzas, which is based on the Meghaduta,
but also because it can be deduced from about 50 commentators on the Meghaduta,
many of them important ones. Among these we must mention first and foremost
Vallabhadeva (10th century), Daksinavartanatha (about 1200), the great Mallinatha
(14th century), Purnasarasvati (end of 14th century) and Sumativijaya (first half of
17th century). While the version that Vallabhadeva commentated had 111 stanzas,
Daksinavartanatha's and Purnasarasvatl's had 110, Mallinatha's 12lj83 and Sumati-
vijaya's 126.

In the first section, the poet likes to present us with glowing pictures of Indian
scenery and life at the various stops on the route to Alaka. This he does in self-
contained stanzas184 resembling muktaka. Descriptions of the countryside, moun-

182 Translat ion after M.R. K A L E , Bhavabhuti ' s Mala t imadhava . With the C o m m e n t a r y of
Jagaddhara, Delhi-Varanasi-Patna 1967 3 , p . 84 (the translation).

183 115 of which are authent ic , Mal l inatha regarding six stanzas as interpolations. Cf. S.V.
IYER, T h e Meghasandesa Tradi t ion in Kerala, VIJ 3 (1965), p . 6 1 . O n the whole the textual
tradition in Kerala, represented by Purnasarasvati and others, agrees well with the Kashmir i
tradition preserved in the commentar ies of Vallabhadeva and Sthiradeva.

184 Stanzas 13-63 in the KSS edition. T h e information Kalidasa gives here, like the data in
other duta poems, is of considerable impor tance to historical geography. T h e route given in
the Meghaduta runs from M o u n t Ramagir i in the Vindhya range over the country of Mala ,
M o u n t Amraku ta , the city of Vidisa (modern Bhilsa) in the land of Dasarna , crosses the rivers
Nirvindhya and Sindhu on to UjjayinI, the city of Dasapura , the holy land between the rivers
Sarasvati and Drsadvati , to which Kuruksetra belongs, and finishes up near Lake Manasa , on
M o u n t Kailasa, on whose summi t lies Alaka, the city of the gods.
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tains and rivers alternate with scenes from widely differing countries and cities
showing the events and characters of the women living there. As in the Rtusamhara,
indeed in all kavya, natural phenomena and human feelings are closely interwoven.
The fine rain that falls when the cloud touches Mount Ramagiri is interpreted as a
sign of the joy the mountain feels at meeting his old friend the cloud again. Rivers
are nayikas longing for reunion with their lovers, the clouds. The skilful choice of
personae or the use of dhvani transforms some stanzas into veiled love poems which
not only describe nature but also the vivid love phantasies of the exiled yaksa:

viciksobhastanitavihagasrenikancigunayah
samsarpantyah skhalitasubhagam darsitavartanabheh /

nirvindhyayah pathi bhava rasabhyantarah sannipatya
strinam adyam pranayavacanam vibhramo hi priyesu // (I, 28)

"Having come in contact, on your way, with the (River) Nirvindhya, having for her waist-
band the row of birds noisy on account of the turbulence of her waves, moving on by
stumbling gracefully and showing her navel in the shape of eddies; enjoy the flavour of the
water (or: of her love)!185 For, with regard to their lovers, confusion is the first love-
declaration of women".186

We observe that while the cloud (masculine in Sanskrit) is compared to a lover, a
series of attributes portrays the Nirvindhya (feminine) as the beloved: her
movements are shy and she wears a jingling girdle which reveals her navel when the
nayaka gently pushes it aside. The words rasa and vibhrama have amorous
connotations for the initiated, for rasa can here mean both "water" and "(the
pleasures of) love", while vibhrama, "confusion, (in) a flustered state", is also the
technical term for one of the many erotic means of enticement (hava) a nayika may
employ.187

We do not find any implications of this kind in the second part of the poem. The
cloud has now reached its destination, the city of Alaka far to the north, and will
soon meet the beloved. The descriptions are now more direct and show a great deal
of sympathetic understanding, perhaps related to the poet's own personal experien-
ces. The theme of the majority of the stanzas in the Uttaramegha is the suffering in

185 rasa.
186 Trans la t ion after M.R. Kale .
187 The re is an explanat ion of the t e rm vibhrama in Visvanatha ' s work on poetry enti t led

Sdhityadarpana. In its descript ion of twenty-eight hdvas it states what has been summar ized
as: " T h e appl ica t ion of o rnamen t s , etc. to the wrong places, through hur ry arising from
delight or eagerness, on such occasions as the arrival of the beloved one , is what we m e a n by
' F lus te r ' " (Transl . by J.R. B A L L A N T Y N E and P R A M A D A - D A S A M I T R A , T h e Mir ror of
Compos i t ion , etc., Banaras 1956 reprint , p . 87). - T h e dhvani, which spans several s tanzas,
and the fact tha t there is scarcely one verse in the Purvamegha in which pa ronomas ia is no t
present somewhere , are undoubted ly a legacy from muktaka. Stanza 1, 29 , for example , can
hardly be fully unders tood wi thout realizing the significance of the compar i son of the river
Ni rv indhya to a wife or a beloved who, thin and languishing, is reuni ted with her lover after a
long separat ion. According to Kokkoka ' s Ratirahasya, an erotic textbook, loss of weight
(tanutd, in Meghad. 29 called kdrsya) is the fifth stage of love, the n in th being fainting and the
tenth, death.
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this "unhappy love" (vipralambhasrngara) caused by separation (viraha) and how it
has affected the nayika, here the type known as prositabhartrka, the "beloved whose
husband is away". She has grown thin and pale, her nights are sleepless and she
passes the time by talking to her preacher-crow188, playing the vlna and counting
the days till her lover returns:

tanvi syama sikharidasana pakvabimbadharosthi
madhye ksama cakitaharinipreksana nimnanabhih /

sronibharad alasagamana stokanamra stanabhyam
ya tatra syad yuvativisaye srstir adyeva dhatuh // (II, 19)

tarn janithah parimitakatham jlvitam me dvitiyam . . . // (II, 20)

"The slender (lady) whom (you)189 will find there, beautiful, with pointed teeth and the
lower lip resembling a ripe bimba fruit, thin in the waist, possessed of eyes like those of a
frightened doe, having a deep navel, of a gait slow on account of the weight of her hips,
slightly stooping on account of her breasts, (in short), the first creation, as it were, of the
Creator in the department of womankind (II, 19), you should know her, reserved in speech,
to be my second life . . . " (II, 20).

niinam tasyam prabalaruditocchunanetram priyaya
nihsvasanam asisirataya bhinnavarnadharostham /

hastanyastam mukham asakalavyakti lambalakatvad
indor dainyam tvadanusaranaklistakanter bibharti // (II, 21)

"Surely the face of her, my beloved, resting on her hand, having its eyes swollen by
excessive weeping, with its lower lip changed in colour on account of the warmth of her
sighs and (only) partially visible, as the curls of her hair are hanging (loosely about it), bears
the miserable appearance of the moon, when her light is obscured by your190 passage".191

These stanzas and previously quoted extracts from the Meghaduta come so close to
perfection that any attempt to render their elegance, balance, artistic syntax and
flowing verse into another language is doomed to failure. When we discuss the
Kumarasambhava and the Raghuvamsa we shall have further occasion to pay
tribute to Kalidasa's mastery. The judgement of generations of Indian critics is that
the freedom from exaggeration, the balance and the clarity (insofar as clarity is
possible in kavya) of Kalidasa's work makes it the crowning achievement of
classical poetry. With this verdict we modern critics must agree.

It will not be necessary to devote the same amount of attention to duta poetry
composed after Kalidasa. Since the "Cloud Messenger" is the oldest preserved work
in this genre, it has been customary to dismiss fairly uncritically all later sandesaka-
vyas as pure imitation. This is not always the case, however, as messenger poetry
must have existed as a popular form of poetry before Bhamaha and Kalidasa, as we
have already seen. On the other hand, it is undoubtedly correct that later duta poets

188 Saraca indica.
189 I.e., the cloud.
190 i.e., the cloud.
191 Translation after M.R. Kale.
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could hardly escape being influenced by Kalidasa's model. These imitations,
however, are not primarily of the genre critics suppose Kalidasa to have originated
but mainly of certain elements in the structure of the Meghaduta, its metrical form
and, very frequently, its imagery and phrasing. At the same time it is clear that in
the course of development some sandesakavyas have strayed a long way from the
original conception of messenger poems.

The oldest duta poem after Kalidasa's Meghaduta is Jambukavi's Candraduta192

(8th to 10th century) in which the moon (candra) plays the role of messenger. Next
comes the important Pavanaduta193, the "Wind Messenger", by Dhoyi (also Dhol
or Dhoyika), composed in the 12th century. This short poem of 104 stanzas in
Mandakranta metre describes the love of the Gandharva girl KuvalayavatI for King
Laksmanasena, the famous Sena monarch and patron of all the arts at whose court
resided the two eminent poets Jayadeva, the author of the Gitagovinda, and
Govardhanacarya, who wrote the Aryasaptasatl, as well as Dhoyi himself, Sarana
and Umapati, whose works are lost.194 KuvalayavatI had only seen the king once
when he was on one of his campaigns to the south. She fell in love with him at first
sight and when she could bear her loneliness and the pangs of love no longer, she
sent the Malaya wind to Vijayapura, the royal residence in Gauda, to tell the king of
her love. Although it is very unusual to glorify an actual historical character in duta
poetry, Dhoyi chose to allot the part of the nayaka in the background story of his
poem to King Laksmanasena, who is presented as the ideal sovereign, possessed of
all the virtues. We may assume that his patron was not unappreciative of the
honour done him as he awarded the poet with the title and office of kaviraja.195 In
addition to the Wind Messenger there are in some anthologies a number of stanzas
which are ascribed to Dhoyi, Dhol or Dhoyika.196 The extent to which the personae
and construction of the Meghaduta and the Pavanaduta correspond may be judged
from the following table:

192 Ed. J.B. CHAUDHURI, Calcutta 1941.
193 M. CHAKRAVARTI, Pavana-diitam, or Wind-Messenger, by Dhoyika, etc., JPASB 1

(1904), p. 41 ff.; CH. CHAKRAVARTI, Pavanadutam of Dhoyi, edited, etc., Calcutta 1926; U.C.
SHARMA and G.C. SHARMA, Aligarh 1978.

Translation: S. LIENHARD, Der Pavanaduta des Dhoyi, OS 7 (1958), p. 137 ff.
194 Jayadeva ment ions these colleagues in Gitagov. I, 4. Dhoyi is referred to by his title,

kaviraja, "P r ince of Poets" . Cf. also R. PISCHEL, Die Hofdichter des Laksmanasena ,
Gott ingen 1893.

195 Both Pavanad. 101 and Gitag. I, 4 confirm that Dhoyi was granted the high rank of
kaviraja. See also p . 18 above.

196 Collected by CH. CHAKRAVARTI, loc. cit., pp. 27-32.
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Pavanaduta

nayika: Kuvalayavati, the
sender of the message

nayaka: King Laksmanasena,
the recipient

duta: the wind

Meghaduta

Personae
nayaka: a yaksa, the sender of

the message

nayika: the wife of a yaksa, the
recipient

duta: the cloud

Introduction,

Appeal to the wind

The destination is given

Description of the route

Description of the city
of Vijayapura and the
royal palace

Description of the
beloved king

Structure

stanzas 1- 3

4

5 r 6

7-36

37-54

55-61

Introduction,

Appeal to the cloud

Ditto

Ditto

Description of the city
of Alaka and the yaksa's
house

Description of the
yaksa's beloved wife

I, stanzas 1-5

I, 6

I, 7

I, 13-63

II, 1-18

II, 19-37

The message carried by
the wind and the des-
cription of the lonely
Kuvalayavati 62 ff.

The message carried by
the cloud and the descrip-
tion of the lonely yaksa II, 38 ff.

The main difference between the two poems is that the Meghaduta gives a far
more detailed description of the state the recipient of the message is in, jvjiile the
Pavanaduta, which shows us the recipient as a powerful ruler and mighty warrior,
limits the description to a few stanzas. On the other hand, the message carried by
the cloud contains only a brief account of the sender, the yaksa who is almost
demented by love and longing, whereas the wind in the Pavanaduta has a great deal
to relate about the sufferings of Kuvalayavati, the lovesick girl who sent the
message. As we can see, Dhoyi has abandoned the inverted parallelism of the
personae inasfar as, like Kalidasa and others, he describes the separation (viraha) of
the lovers solely from the nayika's point of view. It is not difficult to see why he has
done so since, in contrast to the Meghaduta, the nayika's emotions are here purely
platonic and, what is even more important, older jx>etic tradition is rich in ready-
made material and conventions suitable for the nayika rather than the nayaka:
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vinyasyagram bhuvi caranayoh kautukottambhitaksi
tvatsamparkaprakrtisubhagam unnatagrivam asam /

utpasyanti kim api sutanur laksyate saudhasrngad
udbhinnasrusthagitam asakrt tvatsamipam yiyasuh // (64)

"One sees the beautiful slim (one) standing on tiptoe, stretching out her neck, looking with
longing eyes from the highest point of the palace towards that part of the sky which has
become (so) precious (to her) because of you.197 She longs to be near you while tears keep
breaking forth and cover (her face)."

kidrk kantah kathaya tarale vartate yas tavantar
yatnad ittham subhaga bahusah prstayalijanena /

nihsvasyoccaih katham api taya stambhitasrupravaha
nyasta drstir likhitamadane bhittibhage grhasya // (67)

"When her confidantes, o best of men, time and again ask (her) eagerly: 'Say, o trembling
one, who is the lover you have locked up in your heart?' she lets her eyes rest on the wall
on which the god of love198 is painted, sighing and only with difficulty able to hold back
her tears."

There are about fifty or sixty messenger poems in classical poetry.199 The
majority of them are sandesakavyas of the same type as the Megha- and Pavana-
dtita, but a few are rather poor continuations of the Meghaduta, and some others,
so-called samasyapuranas, in which the poet gives himself a task to perform: he
takes one, sometimes two quarters of a stanza (pada) from the Meghaduta, usually
the last, and then builds up his own stanza to fit the borrowed material.

Additions to the Meghaduta all belong to recent times. Krsnabhuti, who called
himself Abhinava-Kalidasa, wrote his Yaksollasa in the 17th century, and in the
19th we have the Meghapratisandesa, the "Message Returned by the Cloud", by
Mandikai Ramasastrin, which, as its title indicates, contains the reply sent by the
yaksa's wife. There is also Trailokyamohana's Meghadautya, in which the yaksa's
wife sends the cloud to her husband's master, the god Kubera, whom she begs to
quash the sentence of exile. Finally we have the Yaksamilanakavya by Maha-

197 " y o u " being King Laksmanasena .
198 A n impl ied compar i son with King Laksmanasena , who is as beautiful as K a m a , the god

of love. Classical poetry and even early Middle Indian inscriptions like to compare a king
with,the god K a m a .

199 Surveys in the following publicat ions: C H . C H A K R A V A R T I , Origin and Deve lopmen t of
Dii takavya Li tera ture in Sanskrit , I H Q 3 (1927), p . 273 ff.; E.P. R A D H A K R I S H N A N , Meghadu-
ta and Its Imi ta t ions , J O R M 10 (1936), p . 269 ff.;' E.P. R A D H A K R I S H N A N , Some M o r e Du ta -
kavyas in Sanskrit , J O R M 13 (1939), p . 23 ff.; R. K U M A R A C A R Y A , Samskrt ke sandesa-
kavya: Meghadi i t au r uski p a r a m p a r a ka ek adhyayan, Ajmer 1963; S A T Y A V R A T SASTRT, A
Critical Survey of Dutakavyas , in: Essays on Indology, Delhi 1963, Section III, p . 82 ff.; G.V.
D A V A N E , Influence of the Meghadu ta in Sanskrit Li terature, J U B 33 (1964), p . 96 ff.
Information on messenger poetry in Kerala , which has a part icular ly flourishing tradi t ion of
this genre not only in Sanskrit bu t also in the mixed style of Maniprava la , is to be found in:
C. K U N H A N R A J A , Some Sandesa Kavyas and Malaba r Geography, B.C. Law V o l u m e I,
Poona 1945, p . 293 ff.; K. K U N J U N N I R A J A , T h e Cont r ibu t ion of Kerala to Sanskrit
Literature, Madras 1958, p . 225 ff.; S.V. I Y E R , T h e Meghasandesa Tradi t ion in Kerala , VIJ
(1965), p . 61 ff.
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mahopadhyaya Paramesvara Jha, which describes the happy reunion of the yaksa
couple. The same theme is to be found in a modern work, the Alakamilana200 by
Dvijendralala Sarman, first published in 1954. It is divided into two cantos. The
first, called Virahavasesa, contains 41 stanzas describing the remaining period
(avasesa) of separation (vihara). The second Canto, Milanollasa, deals with the
reunion of the lovers.

The samasyapuranas based on the Meghaduta are not always true messenger
poems. We mention them here because of the close connection they have with Ka-
lidasa's poem, but in theory they could equally well have borrowed from some
other work. Jainas took great pleasure in the samasyapurana technique, which was
greatly furthered by poets' societies where, as we have seen, members were trained
to undertake literary tasks such as composing samasyapuranas, impromptu poems
or riddles. Like the Vaisnava poets we shall meet later, some Jaina writers utilized a
form of messenger poem for their own, non-literary purposes. Diita poetry
frequently served them as an instrument for religious instruction, propaganda,
information about the progress of the faith in distant parts or for teaching religious
and philosophical questions. Thus two of the best-known samasyapuranas, Jinase-
na's famous Parsvabhyudaya201, the "Triumph of Parsva" (8th century), and Ca-
ritrasundaragani's Slladuta202 (1420 A.D.), were not written as messenger poems at
all. They are a mixture of poetic and didactic biography. The former relates the life
of Mahavira's predecessor, Parsva, which bears a certain likeness to the tale about
the yaksa, and the latter is the story of Sthulabhadra, the eighth head of the Jaina
community after Mahavlra. Vikrama's Nemiduta203, on the other hand, is a Jaina
dutakavya as well as a samasyapurana. In 123 stanzas it describes how Rajamati, the
wife of Neminatha, the twenty-first Tirthamkara, asks Mount Abu to act as
messenger to her husband who is practising ascetic exercises on this mountain. The
last line of each stanza is identical with the last line of the corresponding stanza in
the Meghaduta. The Jaina poet Merutunga's Meghaduta (15th century), a samas-
yapurana, also relates events from the life of Neminatha. The Meghadutasa-
masyalekha204 (1669) by Meghavijaya is a poem of the same sort, both messenger
poem and samasyapurana, in which the author himself sends a cloud-messenger to
his spiritual leader, Vijayaprabha Suri.

Vaisnava poets, too, employ the duta form mainly for spiritual and educational
purposes. The person who sends the message in Visnuite works is generally Lalita,
one of Radha's friends. In the name of all the cowherds, it is addressed J:o Krsna, far
away in distant Mathura, imploring the god to return soon in order to preserve their

200 Sri-DvuENDRALALA SARMA-Purukayastha, Alaka-milanam, J a y p u r 1954 1 , 1973 2 .
201 K.P. P A T H A K , The Meghaduta as embodied in the Parsvabhyudaya with the Commen-

tary of Mallinatha, with a lit. English transl., etc., Poona 1894; ed. YOGIRAJ PANDITACHA-
RYA, Bombay 1909 (NSP).

202 Caritrasundaragani-viracitam Siladutam. Ed by P T S . HARAGOVINDADASA and BECARA-
DASA, Benares 19132 .

203 in: K M 2, Bombay 1886.
204 Jaina Atmananda Granthamala, Bhavnagar 1914.
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love. Separation, which in secular poems is the physical separation of two lovers,
can here be interpreted either as erotic or as the remoteness of man from god, the
longing of the lonely woman as the yearning of the soul for reunion with the source
of its being. Typical poems of this sort are theJHamsaduta byjlupa Gosvamin (16th
century), the great contemporary of Caitanya, the prophet of the Krsnaite
movement in Bengal, and the work with a synonymous title, the Hamsasandesa,
whose author was Raghunathadasa, also one of the six Gosvamins of Vrndavana.
We have only a Bengali translation (17th century) of the latter, the original Sanskrit
version being lost.

A wide variety of animals, natural phenomena, etc. appear as messengers both in
secular and in religious and (or) didactic dutakavya. We may assume that the oldest
of these poems chose the rainy season as their setting as this gave a background that
was very suitable for conjuring up an atmosphere of unhappy love and separation if
the lover failed to return. It would therefore seem quite natural for poets to choose a
monsoon cloud as the most fitting messenger. We may surmise that this was the
favourite duta figure in early messenger poetry and that in this respect Kalidasa and
others were merely following their predecessors. In the Hamsasandesa by Venkata-
natha (or Vedantadesika, 14th century), the Hamsadutas by Vamanabhatta Bana
(first half of the 15th century) and PurnasarasvatI205 as well as in the two poems
already mentioned, Rupa Gosvamin's Hamsaduta and Raghunathadasa's Hamsa-
sandesa, the messenger is a goose (hamsa) which, as the Nala saga contained in the
Mahabharata shows, was the earliest and most popular messenger after the cloud. A
goose also figures in the anonymous Hamsaduta in which the author, a pious Saiva
poet, sends his own soul in the shape of a goose to his beloved. A parrot does duty
as messenger in the Sukasandesa by LaksmIdasa,205a the KIraduta by Ramagopala
and the Sukasandesas by Karingapalli, Nambudri, PurnasarasvatI and Rahgacarya.
A peacock appears in the Mayurasandesa206 by Udaya (or Udayottunga, 14th
century), a cuckoo in the Kokilasandesas207 by Uddanda Kavi (beginning of 15th
century), Nrsimha and Venkatacarya, a crow in the Kakaduta, a parody written in
our century by Cintamanarao Sahasrabudhe, a bee in Vasudeva's Bhrngasandesa,
Rudra Nyayapancanana's Bhramaraduta208, Satabudhana Krsnadeva's Bhrngadu-
ta209 and the modern Bhramarasandesa210 by Mahalinga Sastrin (1954) and Kama,
the god of love, in the Kamasandesa by Matrdatta (end of 16th century).2103 Dhoyi

205 As regards PurnasarasvatI, see S. VENKITASUBRAMONIA IYER, PurnasarasvatI and his
Kamalanirajahamsanataka, AIOC 1946, 2, p. 197 ff.

205aEd.: G. PATTABIRAMAN, Madras 1984 (with English translation).
206 K.R. PISHAROTI, Udayottunga, JGJh 1, 4 (1944), p. 445 ff.
207 N.P. U N N I , Kokilasandesa of Uddanda, Trivandrum 1972.
208 J.B. CHAUDHURI , The Bhramara-duta-kavya of Rudra Nyayapancanana, etc., Calcutta

1940.
209 S.P. CHATURVEDI, Bhrngadutam - a New Khanda-kavya, AIOC 1930, p. 623 ff.
210 Y. MAHALINGA SASTRI, Bhramarasamdesa . . . , published by the author, Sahitya

Candrasala, Tiruvalangadu, Tanjore District 1954.
210a See C. SUNESON, The Kamasandesa: A Contribution to the Religious Geography of

South India, IT 10 (1982), p . 229 ff.
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was not the only poet to write a duta poem in which the wind is the messenger:
there is a Pavanaduta by Vadicandra Suri (17th century) and a Vataduta by Krsna-
natha Nyayapancanana (end of 19th century). The messenger is the moon in the
Induduta211 by the Jaina Vinaya Vijayagani (1653), didactic and religious in theme,
in Jambukavi's erotic Candraduta, already mentioned, in the religious Candraduta
by the Jaina author Vimalaklrti212 and in the Candraduta by Krsnacandra Tar-
kalankara, the subject of which is the separation of Rama and Sita. A pop-
ular messenger in later Visnuite and Jaina poetry was the spirit (manas), as in the
Visnuite Manodutas by Visnudasa (15th century), Tailanga Vrajanatha213 (1757)
and Rajarama as well as the Manodtita and Cetodtita, two anonymous Jaina works,
the second of which is a samasyapurana. In the Panthaduta214 by the Bengali
Vaisnava poet Bholanatha the messenger is a wanderer whom the Gopls have
begged to go to Krsna in Mathura while the messenger in the Uddhavadutas (or
Uddhavasandesas) by Rupa Gosvamin21|tcMadhava Sarman215 and Rajavallabha
Misra216 (1889) is Uddhava, one of Krsna's confidants, also on his way to Mathura
at the behest of the Gopls. Raghunandanadasa's Uddhavacarita is a sandesakavya of
163 stanzas in Mandakranta metre. Here, too, we meet Uddhava, "bearing
messages backward and forward between the god and his female companions, who
are rendered desolate by his disappearance".217 The choice of messenger in another
Krsnaite dutakavya, the Padankaduta218 (1723) by Krsnasarman Sarvabhauma,
strikes Western readers as very strange: here the Gopis entrust the message to the
footprints (padanka) of Krsna, requesting them to convey it to their god-lover in
Mathura.

Mandakranta, perhaps introduced by Kalidasa, is the metre most commonly used
in Sanskrit messenger poetry although other metres such as Vasantatilaka, Sikhari-
ni, MalinI and Sardulavikridita are to be found.

It is only a short step to the assumption that early duta poetry drew inspiration, to
some extent at least, from Indian folksongs which, being composed in non-literary
Apabhramsas, were seldom written down. However, important elements live on in
various New Indian languages in the rich treasure-house of folksongs. In many of
them we meet the same themes as in duta poetry,, including the monsoon season,
which is here too associated with the separation of loving couples, the main
emphasis being once more on the pangs of longing suffered by the nayika. We have

211 S A T Y A V R A T SASTRT, Induduta of Vinaya Vijayagani - A textual study, in: Essays on
Indology, Delhi 1963, p . 45 ff.

212 K.M.K. S A R M A , Candraduta of Vimalaklrt i , BV 11 (1947), p . 182 ff.
213 Analysis and translation in S. P I A N O , II Manoduta di Tailanga Vrajanatha, Rome 1974

(Atti della Accad. Nazionale dei Lincei, Series 8, 28 ,7 -12 , p . 953 f.).
214 See J.B. C H A U D H A R I , The History of the duta-kavya of Bengal. Historical Reference to

the Pantha-duta , 26th ICO, Delhi 1964, III, p . 207 ff.
215 In J. HAEBERLIN, KS.

216 B. U P A D H Y A Y A , A New Uddhavaduta , I H Q 12 (1936), p . 104 ff.
217 j . E G G E L I N G , Catalogue of the Sanskrit Manuscripts in the Library of the India Office,

VII, London 1904, No. 3894.
218 In J. HAEBERLIN, KS.
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seen that there is in Sanskrit a whole sandesa literature, which urgently calls for
research and presentation. On the other hand, only isolated examples of this genre
are known today in the Prakrit languages and in literary Apabhramsa.

In Prakrit we have a messenger poem called Bhrngasandesa219 and in Apabhram-
sa the Samneharasaya (Skt. Sandesarasaka)220 by Addahamana, i.e. Abdul Rahman,
a Moslim poet who cannot have lived earlier than the 12th to 13th century. The
latest date possible, the beginning of the 15th century, is fixed by the existence of a
commentary on the Sandesarasaka written in 1465 by Laksmlcandra, an author
who seems not to have known Addahamana personally. The poem belongs to the
erotic category of dutakavyas and has as messenger a wanderer (pahiu, skt. pathika)
like one of the poems mentioned above. As in the majority of messenger poems, he
is acting on behalf of the nayika. Both the title of the poem and the introduction
refer to the poem, which in H. Dvivedi and V. Tripathl's edition consists of 223
stanzas, as a rasaka, a most productive genre221 in older Hindi and Rajasthani
literature, especially in the latter. Abdul Rahman's preface makes it clear that
sandesa poetry has a fairly long history in literary Apabhramsa for he names a
number of Apabhramsa poets as his predecessors. The first, introductory section
(prakrama), in which the poet presents himself and eulogizes poetry, is followed by
a second which vaguely corresponds to the purva- and uttarabhaga of Sanskrit
poetry, a sandesakavya proper. The first part builds up the background story,
starting from the meeting of the nayika and the wanderer; the second contains a
very detailed description of the seasons, beginning with summer, as in the
Rtusamhara. The final stanza briefly hints that the last season, spring, will see the
reunion of the lovers. As in most erotic duta poems, the main theme of the
Sandesarasaka is the separation (viraha) and the pangs of love suffered by the
beautiful beloved.

Also devoted to the theme of separation, although it is not a dutakavya, is the
Kotiviraha, a Sanskrit poem of 107 stanzas by the well-known Kerala author Na-
rayana (end of 16th century).222

As we have seen, the greater part of multiple-stanza poetry is either erotic in
character or has as its subject the closely related theme of the seasons. A wide
variety of themes is, however, dealt with in other poems, most of which were
composed after Kalidasa's time. Poems of a philosophic or didactic nature are
generally of little poetic value. On the other hand, poetry in praise of the prince and

219 A.N. U P A D H Y E , Bhrnga-Samdesa: A Prakri t Kavya, in: Principal Karmarka r C o m m .
Vol., Poona 1948, p . 2 1 7 ff.

2 2 0 Ed.: J I N A V I J A Y A M U N I and H. B H A Y A N I , Bombay 1945 (SJS 22); H. DVIVEDT and V.

T R I P A T H T , Bombay 1960. See also H.C. B H A Y A N I , Abdala R a h a m a n a ' s Samdesarasaka and
Jayasi 's Padumavat I , BhV 9 (1948), p . 81 ff.

221 Hindi Sahitya Kos, publ . by D H . V A R M A and others, I, Varanasi (samvat) 2 0 2 0 2 ,
distinguishes between two types of the rasa genre: those consisting predominant ly of song and
dance and those written in a variety of different metres. T h e former belong mainly to West
Rajasthan, the latter to East Rajasthan and Hindi-speaking areas.

222 In K M 5, Bombay 1888.
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similar verse, best documented in inscriptions, can rise far above the level of merely
competent occasional poetry; in the hands of an experienced court poet it
sometimes becomes true art. We have already mentioned the Rajendrakarnapura, a
eulogy to Harsadeva (1089-1101) by the poet Sambhu.223 The Vagmandanaguna-
duta224 by Viresvara occupies an intermediary place between sandesakavya and
panegyric poetry. It is in praise of Raja Bhlmasena and the men who are closest to
him: the poem is sent as a message to Bhlmasena and, in imitation of the Megha-
diita, describes the route from Vradhnapura to Mayapura, where Bhlmasena is
staying. All the authors mentioned in the work lived before the 12th century. The
undatable and anonymous Srngarajnananirnaya225, the "Judgement between Love
and Knowledge", a dialogue poem spoken by the loving couple Suka and Rambha,
is interesting in that Rambha's words have an erotic meaning while Suka's are
purely philosophic and religious.

We saw above that multiple-stanza poetry and collections of muktakas have
several points in common and that it is not always easy to decide to which category
a given poem belongs. Furthermore, as soon as a number of verses from a multiple-
stanza poem are taken out of their context, most Indian critics were accustomed to
read them as some sort of muktaka. As we have said, the main difference between
the two categories is that whereas a collection of muktakas has the character of an
anthology, the verses in a multiple-stanza poem show greater coherence. We found
that devices tending to increase this cohesion were basing the contents on some sort
of background story, linking together stanzas into yugmakas, etc. and other similar
means.

b) Religious Poetry

We shall find that an uncommonly rich development has taken place in religious
multiple-stanza poetry, too. It is in fact here that we have the largest number of
poems, the maximum of imitation and an even clearer tendency to paronomasia
than we find in secular kavya. It is not only when gods are presented in human form
- loving and suffering - that religious and secular poetry overlap; the paronomasia
is often deliberately introduced by the poet, who wishes to write a work which can
equally well be interpreted as secular, erotic or spiritual.

The majority of religious multiple-stanza poems are songs of praise, mainly
stotras, stutis or stavas. Structurally, they are closely allied to panegyrics; in praise of
princes and are addressed to gods, spiritual leaders, rivers, localities or other revered
phenomena. Among the most frequently glorified gods and divine manifestations
are Gautama Buddha, Durga-Kal! (or Devi), Ganesa, Krsna (Govinda), Laksmi,

223 P. 100.
224 See M. HARAPRASADA SHASTRT, A Descriptive Catalogue of the Sanskrit Manuscripts in

the Collections of the Asiatic Society of Bengal, VII, Calcutta 1934, No. 5174.
225 J.-M. G R A N D J E A N , Dialogue de Cuka et de Rambha sur l 'amour et la science supreme,

Annales du Musee Guimet X (1887), p. 477 ff. (with French translation).
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Nrsimha, Radha, Rama, Sarasvati, Siva, Stirya, the Tathagatas, the Tlrthamkaras
or Jinas, Vardhamana Mahavlra and Visnu. Of the rivers and holy places, the
Ganga, the Yamuna and KasI (Benares) are the ones most commonly mentioned. It
should be observed, however, that not all stotras are panegyric in nature; stanzas
often have a more concrete aim in that they pray to higher powers for favours,
blessings, relief from sickness or for aid in some difficult situation. Sometimes these
stotras are addressed to important gods, sometimes to local divinities or local
manifestations of important gods and therefore reflect both the major and minor
traditions of India.226

One of the typical features of stotra literature is revealed in the fact that poets
here use in fairly rapid succession a whole range of different names for the
characters in their poems. These names may either be based on Indian religious
traditions, be derived from poetic language or even be invented by the poet himself
on the pattern of existing names,, Instead of Ganesa, for instance, the stotra poet
may avail himself of any of the other traditional names such as Cintamani,
Ganapati, Jyestha, Mayuresa, Parsvaputra, Sesaputra, Vighnaraja, Vighnantaka,
Vinayaka, etc. For Siva, he could say Hara, Mahadeva, Mahakala, Pasupati, Rudra,
Sankara, Sulapani, Sthanu, Viresvara, etc. The Suryasataka, composed according to
tradition by Maytira in order to be cured of leprosy, refers to the sun god by a
number of appellations of which the following are taken from poetic language:
kharamsu and tiksnatvis (in stanzas 8 and 26 respectively, "possessing hot rays"),
dinakara and divasakrt (in stanzas 10 and 36 respectively, "creator of the day"),
timiraripu (16, "enemy of darkness"), and aharpati (25, "lord of the day").
However, other names for the sun god in the poem such as dasasatin (15, "having
ten hundred rays") and its synonyms candarocis and usnatvis (12 and 23
respectively, "having hot radiance") are neologisms invented by the poet on the
model of candadidhiti, candadhaman, usnadidhiti, usnabhas, etc. In this, as in other
cases, the author has taken care to preserve a harmonious balance between the
sound of the names and their phonetic context.227

There is another type of name that is often artistically constructed: those
descriptive and narrative epithets and appositions which describe outward appea-
rance or the deeds and experiences in the legend of a godhead. When used
repeatedly, these names present us with a good deal of the history, character and
iconography of the god or saint in question. In a stotra woven into his Gitagovinda,
Jayadeva addresses Krsna using the following descriptive-narrative epithets: Kalita-
lalitavanamala, "you who wear a charming wreath of forest (flowers)" (2,1),
Yadukulanalinadinesa, "you - a sun for the lotus of the Yadu family" (3),
Madhumuranarakavinasana, "you who defeated (the demons) Naraka, Mura and

226 cf. T. G O U D R I A A N , Z D M G 122 (1972), p. 415.
227 Compare the three words given above with their contexts, for instance:

prehkhantah khe khardmsoh khacitadinamukhas te mayukhah sukham ca (8);
kalpantam nirvikalpam dinakarakiranah ketevah kalmasasya (10);
smasrusrenlva bhasam disatu dasasatl sarma gharmatviso vah (15).
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Madhu" (4), Janakasutakrtabhusana, Jitadtisana "you who bestowed jewels on
Janaka's daughter (Sita) (and) defeated (the demon) Dtisana" (6). It is typical of the
narrative element of these epithets that they cannot be tied down to a definite time.
As K.V. Zvelebil has correctly recognized228,Hhe names of past events and deeds
can equally well be applied to the present^o that the verbs in the above examples.
could be rendered either in the past or - preferably - in the present tense: "you who
wear (wore) a charming wreath of forest (flowers)", "you who defeated (defeats) the
demon Pusana", etc. This double view of time may be compared to the way in
which the effect of some religious experience can be recovered by an individual or a
group of people through a rite or through spiritual exercises, or the way in which a
legend or the story of some god can be reconstructed in the theatre, by dancing or in.
meditation.

The riches of Indian hymnal literature have as yet been only partially explored. .In
contrast to the majority of kavya genres, however, it is possible to detect in stotra
literature certain parallels, religious, linguistic and literary, with comparable forms
such as incantations and litanies in the Vedas.229 A very large number of hymns
have been incorporated into the epics, i.e., the Ramayana, the Mahabharata and the
Puranas and, in classical poetry, into the mahakavyas. The artistic value of the
hymns varies considerably. It will be practical to divide the material into a few
characteristic groups. This will enable us to differentiate between mainly Hindu,
Buddhist and Jaina works on one hand and, more important from the literary point
of view, allow us to sort the vast storehouse of stotra poetry into its most important
.categories, which are as follows: (1) hymns found in epic, puranic and tantric
literature, (2) separate and independent hymns whether anonymous, written by a
named author or merely ascribed to him and, (3), the category most relevant to this
work, literary stotras conforming to the rules, of kavya,-some of which are
independent multiple-stanza poems while others are hymns incorporated into
longer texts, mostly mahakavyas.^Unfortunately little research has been done on
Indian hymnology.230 This is mainly because, as we have seen, their quality varies
immensely. Between the two extremes of a monotonous piling-on of mechanical
epithets and artistic stotras there is a vast field containing hymns of all conceivable
kinds. A large numer of stotras, mostly those of little poetic value, are only
available in popular editions in which the texts are presented quite uncritically.

A comparative study of the hymns shows clearly that some,stereotyped themes;
are used over and over again: in submission to the Almighty, the diadems of other

228 We find the same use of narrative epithets in old devotional literature in Tamil, too:
"Thus . . . we observe one of the basic properties of all bhakti hymnody: the synchronic
projection of the diachronic event - of the story of the god; in other words, the personal story
of the god is telescoped into characteristic epithets"XK.V. ZVELEBIL, Tamil Literature, p. 90).

229 Cf. W. RUBEN, Die gesellschaftliche Entwicklung im alten Indien, V. Die Entwicklung
der Dichtung, Berlin 1973, p. 82; J. G O N D A , Hymns of the Rgveda not employed in the
solemn ritual, Amsterdam 1978.

230 f o r a survey see, however, J. G O N D A , Medieval Religious Literature in Sanskrit, ch.
XIV, HIL II, 1, Wiesbaden 1977.
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gods touch the feet of mighty Siva, or are compared to bees that swarm humming
around Siva's lotus-feet. The hearts of the pious are likened to cataka-birds231

ardently longing for the black cloud of Siva's gracious countenance. Particularly
common is the image of the goose (hamsa): the great goddess (Devi) is a goose in the
lotus-pool of the Upanisads, the guru is a gander in the Manasa-pool of his
disciples.232 In some cases, the author does not even address the god himself but
lauds him more indirectly. Thus Paramesvara Yogin233, composer of the little-
known devotional poem Ksamastotra, does not speak to Siva personally, but directs
his praise and his requests to the god's clemency (ksama) which, being feminine in
Sanskrit, the poet treats as his mother and intercessor.

Hymnodists use a large variety of metres, being particularly fond of Arya, Sardu-
Jayikridita or Bhujamgaprayata, which is rare (except in stotras, where it is more
common;. They either keep to one metre for the whole poem or switch over from
one to another in quick succession, which, for example, gives a heightened
linguistic effect to a stotra named Mukundamala written by Kulasekhara Alvar (ca.
800 A.D.), a mystic from the south of India. The fact that works on poetic theory
tend to ignore hymns and quote from stotras relatively seldom is probably because
so (many are of poor literary quality; The language and style of a large number of
them is unnecessarily artificial. Poets not only overload their stanzas with rhyme
and alliteration, they frequently insert series of holy syllables or mantras into the
text or repeat sections of the stotra or the refrain far too often.

In the following paragraphs we shall concern ourselves with the various stotras in
multiple-stanza poetry. As already mentioned, there are hymns of literary worth
incorporated in mahakavyas.: There are, for instance, two stotras in Kalidasa's
Raghuyamsa and Kumarasambhava in which gods address the All Highest. In the
last song in Bharavi's Kiratarjuniya, Arjuna: praises Siva, the supreme god, and in
the XlVth Canto of Magha's Sisupalavadha Bhisma sings Krsna's praises. There is a
very long song in the XLVIIth sarga of Rajanaka Ratnakara's Haravijaya in which
the gods praise Candl (Mahadevi) in more than 160 stanzas. Like so many other
works in classical poetry, literary stotras, both detached and when part of a long ka-
vya, have a clear double function: they have both a religious or philosophic content
jridJiterary value. It is up to each reader either to interpret the hymn in both senses,
or to take either the religious or the ̂ aesthetic sense as the dominant one. When it
comes to establishing authorship or datings of many hymns234, however, considera-
ble difficulties arise. Traditionally, a great many works are ascribed to Sankara, the
great teacher of Advaita-Vedanta, but the majority of these and similar ascriptions
are almost certainly incorrect.235

231 According to tradit ion, the cataka-bird feeds only on the drops the raincloud gives it.
232 See T. G O U D R I A A N , Z D M G 122 (1972), p . 416.
233 See K. P A R A M E S W A R A A I T H A L , Stotrasamuccaya. A collection of rare and unpubl ished

stotras, edit., I, Madras 1969 (Adyar Library Series No . 99), N o . 28.
234 cf. SIVAPRASAD B H A T T A C H A R Y Y A , T h e Stotra Literature of Old India, I H Q 1 (1925), p .

340 ff.
235 ibid.
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In spite of the large numbers of stotras we meet in the Puranas, epic poetry and
the Buddhist canon, the majority of literary stotras are of relatively late date. The
Buddhist hymns are the oldest, dating back to the 1st century B.C.; Unfortunately we
no longer have the hymns that are supposed to have been written by Asvaghosa
(about 100 A.D.), the author of the long poems Buddhacarita and Saundaranan-
da.236 Very similar to him in style and often confused with him • in Buddhist
tradition is Matrceta * (approx. 70 to 150 A.D.), who possibly belonged to
Asvaghosa's school. His most important works are ^wp. stotras of 386 and 153
stanzas respectively. The longer of the poems is named the Varnarhavarna on
Catuhsataka, the shorter, the Prasadapratibhastotra, Satapancasatka or Adhyardha-
sataka.237 Both have been preserved in Sanskrit and they are probably the finest
examples we have of Buddhist songs of praise. Matrceta's short Anaparaddhastotra
of only 26 Sardulavikridita stanzas has come down to us only in fragments.238 For
centuries his hymns enjoyed popularity in the Sangha.239 According to the account
of his journeys written by the 7th century pilgrim I-tsing, who also translated the
Prasadapratibhastotra into Chinese, every monk who had been grounded in the
principles of Buddhism was familiar with the Varnarhavarnastotra.^40 Matrceta's
style is masterly but simple and clear. Since his works were written in the early ka-
vya period, they are free from artificiality and overloading of any kind. Stanzas 72
to 74 of the Prasadapratibhastotra, the "(Stotra) on the Splendour of Graciousness
(of the Buddha)", his most beautiful song of praise, are given here as an example:

asmad dhi [ne] netrasubhagad idam srutimanoharam /
mukhat ksarati te vakyafi candrad dravam ivamrtam // (72)

236 Ascribed to Asvaghosa, although probably written in Kashmir at a later date, is the
Gandistotragatha, a song in praise of Buddha and the monastery gong (gandi). The stotra,
reconstructed in Sanskrit from the Chinese transliteration, consists of 29 stanzas in Sragdhara
metre. See A. V O N STAEL-HOLSTEIN, Bibliotheca Buddhica 15, St. Petersburg 1913 and E.
JOHNSTON, IA 1931, p. 61 ff.

237 D.R. SHACKLETON BAILEY, The Satapancasatka of Matrceta. Sanskrit Text, Tibetan
Translation and Commentary and Chinese Translation with an Introduction, English
Translation, etc. Cambridge 1951; K.P. JAYASWAL and R. SANKRITYAYANA (ed.), Adhyard-
dhasataka " H y m n of One Hundred-fifty Verses". By Matrceta, Appendix to JBORS 23
(1937); D.R. SHACKLETON BAILEY, The Varnarhavarna Stotra 'of Matrceta (I), BSOAS 13
(1949-51), p. 671 ff., (II), ibid., p. 947 ff. D. SCHLINGLOFF, Die Buddhastotras des Matrceta,
Faksimilewiedergabe der Handschriften, Berlin 1968; F.W. T H O M A S , IA 44 (1905), p . 145 ff.
(Transl. into English of the Tibetan version of the Varnarhavarna).

238 Cf. D. SCHLINGLOFF, Buddhistische Stotras (STT I), Berlin 1955, p . 116; B. P A U L Y ,
Fragments Sanskrits de Haute Asie (Mission Pelliot), JA 248 (1960), p. 529 ff.; and Fragments
Sanskrits de Haute Asie, XVIII. Materiaux pour une edition definitive du Varnarhavarnasto-
tra de Matrceta, JA 252 (1964), p. 197 ff.
For further information concerning works by Matrceta in the Tibetan tradition see D.R.
SHACKLETON BAILEY, The Satapancasatka, p. 1. There are about ten valuable hymns listed
under Matrceta. There are translations into Tibetan or Chinese of the majority. P. P Y T H O N ,
Vinaya-Viniscaya-Upali-Pariprccha, Paris 1973, has an appendix: Matrceta's Sugatapan-
catrimsatstotra (i.e., " H y m n to Sugata in 35 stanzas").

239 i.e., the Buddhist community.
240 Varnarhavarna(stotra) means "(Hymn) praising what is worthy of praise".



Poetry of the Minor Form - Laghukavya 133

ragarenurn prasamayad vakyan te jaladayate /
vainateyayate dvesabhujangoddharanam prati // (73)

divakarayate bhuyo 'py ajnanatimiran nudat /
sakrayudhayate managirin abhividarayat // (74)

"From this mouth, which is charming to the eye, flows they speech, so ravishing to the ear,
like nectar from the moon. (72) Your words are like a raincloud which lays the dust of
passion, they are like a Garuda-bird which destroys the snake of hate. (73) Like the sun,
they are forever putting the darkness of ignorance to flight anew, and like the weapon of the
god Indra, they cleave the mountains of arrogance." (74)

There are four Buddhist hymns traditionally ascribed under the collective title
Catuhstava (or Catustava) to Mahayana's first teacher, the great jyagarjuna (middle
of̂ 2nd century A.D.).241 A large number of stotras derive from the Buddhist poet
and grammarian Candragomin, well known as the author of the literary letter
Sisyalekha and the Lokananda. We may assume that he lived in the 5th century
A.D. since it is clear that his work was written after Kalidasa's and before
Harsadeva's242 even though we only have Tibetan translations of the works he wrote
in Sanskrit. His sixteen hymns are of little literary importance although four are
worth mentioning: the Bhagavadaryamanjusrisadhisthanastuti, a song of praise to
Manjusrl consisting of 14 nineteen-syllable stanzas, the Desanastava, a confession of
sins in 52 nine-syllable stanzas, the Manoharakalpanamalokanathastotra (?), a
hymn of 25 eleven-syllable stanzas addressed to Lokanatha and the Srimahatara-
stotra, a song in praise of Tara in 26 mainly seventeen-syllable stanzas.243

The Misrakastotra, the "Mixed Stotra", also known as the Prasadapratibhod-
bhava(stotra), the "(Stotra) on the Rise of Splendour of Graciousness (of the
Buddha)", was written by the most important master of Buddhist logic, Dinnaga (or
Dignaga). He was obviously inspired by Matrceta's Prasadapratibha(stotra).244 The
short Buddha(pari)nirvanastotra is associated with the name of another logician,

1 Dharmaklrti (7th century AD.), the man who carried on Dinnaga's work.245 It is
fairly safe to assume that Dharmaklrti was perfectly familiar with the theory and
practice of kavya, for he jilso wrote a work on alamkara246 as well as some

241 See G. T u c c i , Two H y m n s of the Catuhstava of Nagarjuna, J R A S 1932, p . 309 ff.
242 T h e question of the dating of Candragomin is dealt with exhaustively in M. H A H N ,

Candragomins Lokanandana taka . Nach dem tibetischen Tanjur herausgegeben, etc., Wiesba-
den 1974 (Asiatische Forschungen 39), pp . 1-13: Der Auto r des Lokananda und seine Zeit.

243 Cf. M. H A H N , op. cit., pp . 10-12.
244 See D.R. S H A C K L E T O N BAILEY, A Note on the Titles of the Three Buddhist Stotras,

JRAS 1948, p . 55 ff.
245 Cf. E. STEINKELLNER, Buddhapar ini rvanastot ram, W Z K S 17 (1973), p. 43 ff. (Transla-

t ion of the Tibetan version).
246 For the influence of Dharmakl r t i on the poet Bhamaha see H.R. D I W E K A R , Bhamaha ,

Bhatti and Dharmakl r t i , J A R S 1929, p. 825 ff.; cf. also H. JACOBI , Bhamaha and Dandin , ihr
Alter und ihre Stellung in der indischen Poetik, in: Schriften zur indischen Poetik und
Asthetik, publ . by H. L O S C H , Darmstad t 1969, p . 339 f.



134 S. Lienhard • A History of Classical Poetry

artistically very select verses which are reproduced under his name in antholo-
gies.247

We are indebted to king Harsa (or Harsavardhana, Harsadeva, 606-647 A.D.) for
two Buddhist hymns: the Suprabhatastotra, the "Morning Hymn", and the
Astamahasthanacaityavandanastava, the "Hymn Offering Homage to the Eight
Great (Buddhist) Sacred Places". The latter, which contains stotras addressed to
Buddha, has come down to us via a phonetic transcription in Chinese characters
made by Fa-hsien (Skt. Dharmabhadra, 10th century). JMahayana literature in
Sanskrit is very rich in hymns paying homage to Avalokitesvara (Lokesvara, Lokana-

_tha, Karunamaya), Manjusri, the great deliverer Tara as well as to other Bodhisatt-
yas and Buddhas. There also a great many praising the ten perfections
£paramita), the holy texts and places of pilgrimage. Worth a particular mention are
the Sragdharastotra248 (about 700) by Sarvajnamitra and'Yajradatta's Lokesvara-
sataka249 (9th century). The latter, influenced by Bana's Candisataka and Mayu-
ra's Suryasataka, is written in very elaborate language in Sragdhara stanzas and
praises Lokesvara's beauty and goodness. Further, there is the Manjusrijnana-
sattvasya Paramarthanamasariglti, a late-Buddhist Tantric text which Buddhist
compilers of devotional volumes like to place at the beginning of their books. The
Paramarthanamasariglti consists of groups of songs (gatha) which, placed in the
mouth of the Buddha, guide a believer up the various levels of knowledge to the
highest understanding (jnana). However, it is not possible to determine with any
certainty either the date or the author of this work, one Namasangiti among many.
The Bhaktisataka250, written about the middle of the 15th century, is Buddhist
devotional lyrical poetry that has been influenced by the Hindu ideal of bhakti. Its
author, Ramacandra Kavibharati from Bengal, originally a Hindu, was converted to
Buddhism in Ceylon during the reign of King Parakramabahu (1412-1467). His
poem, also known as the Bauddhasataka, clearly demonstrates the influence on
Buddhism of bhakti thought. •

Multiple-stanza poems were also written in Pali, the language of the Theravadins.
The majority are didactic works dealing with the faith, but few of them, or only
parts of them, attain the standard of kavya. The intricate, affected Pajjamadhu251,
the "Honey of Verse", is worth noting, however. A sataka written about 1100 by
Buddhappiya, it consists of 104 stanzas in praise of Buddha; the first 69 describe his
beauty and the remainder his wisdom. The Telakatahagatha252 of 98 stanzas is by

2 4 7 Dharmaklr t i is sometimes called Bhadanta. Stanzas by his hand are also to be found in
Amaru 's and Bhartrhari 's Satakas.

248 In: S.C. VIYABHUSAN, Bauddhastotrasamgraha I, Calcutta 1908 (Bibl. Ind.) (with
commentary and two translations into Tibetan). Further stotras by the same author were
published in G. D E BLONAY, Materiaux pour servir a l'histoire de la deesse Bouddhique Tara,
Paris 1895 (text and translation).

249 S. KARPELES, JA 14 (1919), p. 357 ff. (Text in Sanskrit and Tibetan with a French
translation); cf. also F.W. T H O M A S , JRAS 1921, p. 281 ff.

250 Ed. HARAPRASAD SASTRI, JBTS 1,2 (1893), p. 21 ff.
251 Ed. GOONARATNE, J P T S 1887, p . 1 ff.
252 Ed. GOONARATNE, J P T S 1884.
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an unknown author who discusses the vanity of life and certain basic doctrines of
Buddhism such as the chain of dependent origination (pratityasamutpada). It is a
sataka. Somewhat longer is the Pancagatidapana253, consisting of 114 stanzas
written in a rather simple style. It "illuminates" (dapana) the five differerft fates that
await man in after-life according to whether his deeds were good or bad. Another
longer poem is the Anagatavamsa254, attributed to Kassapa, which describes the life
and works of the future Buddha, Maitreya (Pali Metteyya), in 142 stanzas.

The Jaina community also has a rich stotra literature of its own.255 The hymns
are frequently dedicated to the great teachers of Jainism, the Tirthafikaras. They are
written either in Sanskrit or in Prakrit or even - one of the peculiarities of Jaina
stotra literature - in a mixture of two or more languages at the same time. While
many hymns are filled with a genuine feeling of religious devotion, others are
didactic, philosophic or speculative in nature. The oldest Prakrit stotra is that
ascribed to Bhadrabahu, the five-stanza Uvasaggaharastotra256 in honour of Par-
svanatha. Matanga Divakara257, also known as Candala, lived in the 7th century,
the same time as Bajna and Mayura. Unfortunately all that remains of his work are
the four stanzas to be found in the Subhasitavali, although it seems highly probably
that Matanga, who wrote a panegyric poem to King Harsa, also wrote multiple-
stanza religious poetry. Research has often confused Matanga with Ma-
naturiga, probably because their names are so similar. Jaina monastery tradition
dates the latter, a religious teacher and poet, to the 3rd century A.D. However, the
contents of his works make it clear that he must have lived somewhere between the
5th and 9th centuries, which agrees well with other Jaina traditions. Two of his
stotras are famous: the Bhayahara (the "[stotra] protecting from fear"), written in
Prakrit and addressed to Parsvanatha, and the Bhaktacamarastotra258 (named after
the first word in the poem)259, a Sanskrit hymn dedicated to the Jaina saint Rsabha.
It is constructed and planned in the same way as Mayura's Suryasataka and Bana's
Candlsataka. A third panegyric work by Manatunga is the Paramesthistavana in 3 5
stanzas. Nandisena probably flourished in the 8th or 9th century, too, but certainly

253 Ed. L. F E E R , JPTS 1884, pp . 152 ff.
254 Ed. M I N A Y E F F , PTS 1886.

255 Brief surveys will be found in A.M. G H A T A G E , Hymns in Prakrit, JUB 3, 3 (1934), p . 45
ff. and W. SCHUBRING, Aus der jinistischen Stotra-Literatur, Festschrift J. Nobel , p . 194 ff. See
also C H . K R A U S E , Ancient Jaina Hymns , Ujjain 1952 (Scindia Oriental Series 2; selection.
Note the use of mantrabljas in hymn No . 4 and of the samasyapurana technique in No . 3).
Collections of Jaina stotras are to be found in K M 7, Bombay 1890; Jaina Stotra Samgraha,
Bombay 1912 (NSP); and in Stotraratnakara, 2 vols., Bombay 1913/14 (NSP).

256 H. JACOBI, The Kalpasiitra of Bhadrabahu ed. with an introduction, etc., Leipzig 1879
(AKM 7,1), Reprinted Nendeln 1966.

257 A connection between Matanga and both Bana and Mayura is indicated by a stanza
ascribed to Rajasekhara, namely 4, 70 in the muktaka anthology Suktimuktdvali.

258 In P T . J. V I D Y A S A G A R A , Kavyasangraha, Calcutta 1888. The Kalydnamandirastotra is a
skilful imitation of the Bhaktacdmarastotra as regards metre and it has the same number of
stanzas. It was written by Siddhasena Divakara (or Kumudacandra) in praise of Par-
svanatha.

259 Jaina authors like to use the first word of a stotra as its title.
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before Jinaprabha (14th century). He is the author of the Ajitasantistava, 40 stanzas
long in its extant form, which pays homage to two of the Tirthahkaras, Santi and
Ajita. Dhanapala (end of 10th century) enjoyed great renown as a stotra writer. He is
said to have been of Brahmin family but was converted by Sobhana, his own
brother. The best-known of his hymns is the Rsabhapancasika, written in Prakrit
(Jaina-Maharastri). As the title indicates, its fifty stanzas are in praise of Rsabha,
but, like other texts in this genre, it is not solely a song of praise, for the first twenty
stanzas recount the life of the great Jaina teacher. Of less worth from the literary
point of view but nevertheless interesting because it is in two languages is Dhana-
pala's Virastava, 30 stanzas in which the first half of each is in Sanskrit, the second
in Prakrit. Sobhana wrote his very artificial Caturvimsatijinastuti (or Sobhanastuta),
a hymn of 24 stanzas in a variety of metres using many figures, some of which, such
as the slesa, are very complex. The second and fourth lines of each stanza, for
instance, are phonetically identical but should be given different meanings. A
Caturvimsatistotra and a Caturvimsatistavana were also written by Samantabhadra
(first half of 8th century) and Bappabhatti (middle of 8th and beginning of 9th
centuries) respectively, as well as by Jinaprabha, who is dealt with below.

Another hymn to Mahavira, the Mahavlrastava in 22 Anustubh stanzas, was
written by Abhayadeva (mid 1 lth century), famous for his Sanskrit commentary on
nine of the twelve Angas of the Jaina canon. He also composed the Juyatihuyana, a
stotra in Apabhramsa. Hemacandra (born in 1088 in Gujarat) was undoubtedly the
most learned and prolific of the Jaina authors. He has given us the Vltaragastotra, a
short account of Jainism dedicated to Mahavira, and two Mahavlrasvamistotras.260

The learned Jinavallabha (end of 11th century) produced, besides other works,
several hymns to the TIrthamkaras. Worth mentioning are his Parsvanathastava
(22 stanzas), a stotra in simple but elegant language praising Parsvanatha, probably
the most popular figure in Jaina hymnology, the Pancakalyanajinastotra or
Caturvimsatijinastava (26 stanzas) giving the characteristic features of the twenty-
four Tlrthankaras, the Virastava (44 stanzas in Malinl metre) and finally the Ul-
lasikammastava which, like other hymns, praises the saviours Santi and Ajita. A
pupil of Hemacandra's, the productive dramatist261 and author of dramatic theory,
Ramacandra (12th century) wrote, besides stotras in Sanskrit, the Adidevastava (8
stanzas), a short song of praise in mixed Sanskrit and Prakrit. We owe many hymns
to Dharmaghosa (end of 13th century), who frequently calls himself Dharmaklrti at
the end of his stotras. His most famous hymn is the Rsimandalastotra, the aim,
theme and disposition of which are on a scale far in excess of what is normal in the
stotra genre. In fact, it resembles a chronicle (pattavali) more than a poem for the
author not only describes a number of saints (rsi) who have achieved liberation

260 in; K M 7, Bombay 1890. See also H E M A C A N D R A C A R Y A , H y m n to Vitaraga, JJ 2 (1968),
p . 158 ff. (Sanskrit text with English translat ion).

261 A m o n g R a m a c a n d r a ' s bes t -known plays are his Satyahariscandra and Nirbhayabhi-
mavyayoga. In collaboration with Ganacandra, Ramacandra wrote a commentary to the Nd-
tyadarpana, a handbook on drama.
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through monastic life and asceticism, he also throws light on their lives and gives
detailed biographies of the popular patriarchs Sthtilabhadra and Vajrasvamin. A
collection of hymns called the Jinastotrani, probably compiled at a later date,
contains hymns to Rsabha, Candraprabha, Santi(natha), Munisuvrata, Neminatha,
Parsvanatha and Mahavira. Other hymns from Dharmaghosa's pen are a panegyric
entitled the Pancavimsatigunastavana, the "twenty-five merits", praising the merits
of one of the Tlrthankaras, and an Ajitasantistava.

The learned Jinaprabha lived at the beginning of the 14th century. He wrote the
Rsabhadevajfiastava (11 stanzas) in praise of Rsabha and the rules he established.
Then there are the elaborate and ambiguous Parsvanathalaghustava in which the
frequent use of panonomasia (slesa) makes the poem a hymn addressed either to
Parsvanatha or to the nine planets, the Gautamastotra, praising the first Gana-
dhara and, finally, the Pancaparamesthistava, honouring the five supreme divin-
ities of Jainism. Devendra, the author of an Adidevastava to Rsabha and a panegyr-
ic called Sasvatacaityastava, probably lived in the same century, as did Dharma-
nidhana, who wrote the Caturvimsatikastavana, 27 stanzas in Sardulavikridita me-
tre, to the twenty-four Tlrthankaras. It is not, however, of much literary worth. Not
to be confused with the earlier Jinabhadra is another poet of the same name who
lived at the end of the 14th and beginning of the 15th centuries. He wrote the
Dvadasangipadapramanakulaka, a kulaka262 describing the twelve Ahgas of the
Jaina canon in 21 stanzas. Remarkable for its use of a number of metres and several
languages (Sanskrit, various Prakrit dialects and Apabhramsa) are the five stotras
written to Rsabha, Neminatha, Santinatha, Parsvanatha and Mahavira respectively
by the prolific Jaina author Somasundara (15th century). The Caturvimsatijinasta-
vana, by one of his pupils, Ratnasekhara, is similar in some respects. The first
twenty-four stanzas are in Malini metre, the last stanza in Sardulavikridita. The
technique used by the poet is called bhasaslesa, "linguistic ambiguity" (literally,
"language embracing"), which means that the poem is so constructed that the
reader can take it either as a Sanskrit or a Prakrit text. Another of Somasundara's
pupils, Jinakirti (mid 15th century), composed the Namaskarastavana, to which he
wrote his own commentary.

Hindu hymnody is an inexhaustable treasure-house.263 Although a number of
independent stotras have been ascribed to Vyasa, Valmiki or Kalidasa, we have no
evidence of any literary works in the genre until after Kalidasa's time. The earliest
work of any importance's the Candlsataka264 by'\Bana (or Banabhatta), the famous
poet at the court of King Harsa (606-647 A.D.). We shall return to this poet, whose

262 For a definition of kulaka, see p. 66 f. above.
263 Representative collections are, for example, the Brhatstotraratnakara (Ed. by) N A R A -

YANA R A M A A C A R Y A " K A V Y A T I R T H A " , 2 vols., Bombay 1952-53 1 4 (NSP); and Stotrasa-
muccaya. A collection of rare and unpublished stotras. Ed. by K. PARAMESWARA A I T H A L , 2
vols., Madras 1969 (Adyar Library Series 99).

264 In: K M 4, Bombay 1887; G.P. QUACKENBOS, The Sanskrit poems of Mayura edited . . .
with the text and translation of Bana's Candlsataka, New York 1917 (Columbia University
Indo-Iranian Series 9).
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mastery of elegant prose and whose two mahakavyas in prose, the Harsacarita and
Kadambari, make him one of the greatest artists of Indian literature.265 His Candl-
sataka is a highly polished hymn of 102 stanzas in Sragdhara metre conforming to
all the rules of kavya. He praises Siva's consort, here called Candl, the "furious",
the "wild", and glorifies the overwhelming victory the goddess gains over the
demon (asura) Mahisa, the personification of evil. The religious background may be
the result of influence from the Devimahatmya (also called the Candimahatmya or
Durgamahatmya), in Sivaite circles one of the most highly esteemed hymns
glorifying Durga-Candi. Although originally a separate poem, it later became
incorporated in the Markandeya-Purana. Bana's devotional poem was not conceiv-
ed as a dialogue, but Candl herself and Mahisa speak in no fewer than forty-eight of
the stanzas and Siva, Kartikeya, other gods and demons also make their voices
heard. It is written in the Gauda style that is typical of Bana's work; it loves difficult
words and compounds and deliberately makes use of.paronomasia to a far greater
extent than the simple and translucid style preferred, for instance, by Kalidasa.
Numerous stanzas and parts of stanzas are written so that if the Sanskrit wording is
divided up in two different ways, it will yield two different jneanings, either of
which is equally correct.

The Suryasataka266 bears a strong resemblance to Bana's Candlsataka. Its author,
M âyura (or Mayurabhatta), was probably a contemporary of Bana'sjJtJaina sources
_and later commentators;: do not regard him just as a rival at King Harsa's court.
According to their accounts, Mayura was either Bana's brother- or father-in-law^f7

Legend has is that after being cursed by Bana's wife for praising the charms of his
own daughter or sister in a short poem, he was afflicted with leprosy. The offending
poem seems to have been the erotic eight-stanza work known as the Mayura-
staka;268 three verses in Sragdhara metre and five in Sardulavikridita describing the
return of a youthful beauty from an assignation with her lover. The poet is said to
have been cured when he wrote the Suryasataka,; his hymn to the sun. In this
linguistically rather difficult stotra the poet successfully entreats fox-JJlfi...SUJJLS.

265 See p. 247 ff. below.
2 6 6 G.P. QUACKENBOS, op. cit.; cf. note 264 above; P T . DURGAPRASAD and K.P. PARAB,

The Suryasataka of Mayura with the commentary of Tribhuvanapala, Bombay 1889, 1927
(NSP, KM 19); C. BERNHEIMER, II Suryacatakam di Mayura, Introduzione, traduzione e note,
Livorno 1905; R. TRIPATHT, Suryasataka of Sri Mayura Bhatta. Edited with the Kala Hindi
Commentary, etc., Varanasi 1964 (VBhSG 106).

267 "Mayura war bekanntlich nach der Tradition der Jaina der Schwiegervater Banas und
somit etwas alter als dieser. Wenn auch die von ihm erzahlten Geschichten keinen Werth
besitzen, so ist es doch nicht unwahrscheinlich, dass seine Zeit richtig angegeben ist. Dafiir
spricht der Umstand, dass schon Rajasekhara um 900 n. Ch. Mayura und Bana als
zeitgenossische Dichter am Hofe Harsas erwahnt. Der von Bana selbst als ein Jugendfreund
genannte "Schlangengiftbeschworer" (jdhgulika) Mayura (Harsac. p. 95, Kas. Ausgabe) wird
schwerlich mit dem Dichter identifiziert werden konnen" (G. BUHLER, Die indischen
Inschriften und das Alter der indischen Kunstpoesie, SAWW 122 (1890), p . 14, note 1).

268 G.P. QUACKENBOS, op. cit., p. 72 ff. and The Mayurastaka, an unedited Sanskrit poem
by Mayura, JAOS 31 (1911), p. 343 ff.
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blessing, and in stanza six mentions its power to heal infirmity and disease. Some of
the one hundred stanzas appeal to the god himself, others to his various aspects and
attributes: his rays, disc, the youthful lustre of the rising sun, the horses, the chariot,
the charioteer Aruna, etc. are boldly described. The whole hymn is in Sardulavikri-
dita metre, obviously the poet's favourite, and is in the artistically complex Gauda
style,, like Bana's stotra. Another similarity with Bana's Candlsataka is that every
stanza of the Suryasataka expresses the desire for a blessing, each time differently
worded) The popularity as well as the difficulty of the poem is attested by the
multitude.._QL.commentaries that exist269, the most important being those by
Tribhuvanapala and Yajiiesvara Sastrin. Similar works, also entitled Suryasataka,
have been written by Gopala Sarman, Srisvara Vidyalamkara, Raghavendra
Sarasvatl and others.270

Even in the light of the latest research, it is difficult to decide which of the
approximately one hundred hymns traditionally ascribed to Sankara (or Sankara-
carya, 788 to 820 A.D.271) really were composed by the supreme master of the Ve-
danta system of the non-duality doctrine. The need for care is indicated by the fact
that ardent devotion (bhakti) is not automatically in accord with Sankara's concept
of brahman'which, due to maya, appears manifold. Sankara, like Gaudapada before
him, expounds the theory of a higher, absolute truth and a lower, relative truth.
According to Sankara, hymns to gods and goddesses should belong to the latter
category, and we may therefore wonder whether this great teacher is in fact the
author of any of these stotras at all. There can be no doubt that the majority of them
were composed, after Sankara's death, some, indeed, by later exponents of the
illusionist school of Vedanta who had been invested with the office and privileges of
a Sankaracarya either in the order founded by him or at some other monastery
(matha). Opinions about which of Sankara's stotras are authentic vary greatly:
Sivaprasad Bhattacharyya272 considers the following to be poems which "may be
safely ascribed to the great Vedantist himself: the hymn to the Ganga (bhagavati
tava tire nlramatrasano 'ham etc.) and to Annapurna (nityanandakari etc., still sung
in Benares during arati in services to the goddess), the Vedasarasivastuti in
Bhujamgaprayata metre, the Carpatapanjarika in Arya stanzas, the Kasipancaka
and, the most widely used of all the hymns, the Anandalaharl (or Saundaryalahari).
S.K.,Belvalkar273, on the other hand, accepts as genuine works by the master the
Anandalaharl, Govindastaka, Daksinamurtistotra, Dasaslokl, Dvadasapanjarika
(also known as the Mohamudgara), the Bhaja-govindam-stotra, SatpadI, Visnu-
satpadi and Harim-Ide-stotra respectively. There are stotras entitled Anandala-

269 See T H . A U F R E C H T , Cata logus Ca ta logorum, I, p . 432 f.
270 Cf. R. T R I P A T H T , Suryasataka, etc., p . 26 f.
271 These dates are the mos t generous es t imate of his life. However , in view of the quant i ty

of his writings, it seems hardly likely tha t he should only have lived to the age of th i r ty- two.
272 S. B H A T T A C H A R Y Y A , T h e Stotra Li tera ture of Old India , I H Q 1 (1925), p . 349 , no te 1.
273 S.K. B E L V A L K A R , Sri G o p a l Mal l ik Lectures on Vedan ta Phi losophy, P o o n a 1929, p .

220 ff-
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hari274 by several authors, but only two are credited to the philosopher Sankara: a
short poem of twenty stanzas and a longer one of about a hundred. The latter,
the "Wave of Bliss", also called the jSaundaryalahari, the "Wave of Beauty", is in
honour of Tripurasundari, one manifestation of Kall-Durga, and is markedly
Tantric-Saktistic in character. It contains numerous mantras and formulae which
can be visualized as diagrams. The author was probably another Sankara, a 15th
century Tantric writer from Bengal Whom posterity has erroneously taken to be the
great Vedantist. About twenty-five works of exegesis dealing with this difficult poem
have been written. Basically, the so-called Sankara stotras fall into two main
groups: a) the religious or philosophical poems and b) hymns of praise to the Devi
(Kali-Durga). It is plain that some of these works are not without religious
inspiration, but it is equally plain that the majority of them have few literary
pretentions. '.. '.; • •• " '

One of the most important Hindu hymns is thepVlahimnastava2?5, the "Praise of
Greatness", which is highly esteemed all over India. In its oldest form it is a song of
only 31 stanzas in praise of Siva, "though it is sometimes by a tour de force thought
to be addressed to Visnu as well".276 Its author is supposed to be a poet called
Puspadanta, but he is a very shadowy figure. Nowhere in Hindu literature in
Sanskrit do we meet a poet of this name (Skt. Puspadanta, Prakrit Pupphayanta).
There is, however, a well-known Jaina of this name who lived in the 1 Oth century
and wrote in Apabhramsa. Certain manuscript versions of the Mahimnastava call
Puspadanta a Gandharva, while some commentaries regard him as a servant of Siva
in agreement with the framework story in the story-book known as the Kathasarit-
sagara. As another tradition connects Puspadanta with the grammarian Vararuci -
Katyayana, there is reason to suppose that the Mahimnastava was not written by
Puspadanta at all but by one of the several Vararucis whose verses are to be found in
various Sanskrit anthologies. It is conceivable that the real author attributed the
stotra to Puspadanta, the Gandharva and servant of Siva,) "either to document it
and give it verisimilitude or merely because he thought Puspadanta an appropriate
literary character for composing and reciting it".277 Some manuscripts name as the
author of the work a certain Grahila or Kumarilabhatta, the latter possibly identical
with the famous Kumarila (8th century A.D.) who founded a well-known system of

274 A. T R O Y E R , JA 1841, pp. 273 ff. and 401 ff. (with French translation); in: J.
HAEBERLIN, KS; Sir JOHN and Lady W O O D R O F F E , Hymns to the Goddess, Madras 19522 , p.
62 ff. (translation into English); W.N. BROWN, The Saundaryalahari or Flood of Beauty, ed.,
transl., etc., Cambridge, Mass. 1948 (HOS 43). Selections of "Sankara" hymns are also to be
found in J. HERBERT, Shankara: Hymnes a Shiva, Traduits et commentes, Lyon 1944, and
T.M. P. M A H A D E V A N , The Hymns of Sankara, Delhi 19802 (Text and translation into
English).

275 W.N. BROWN, The Mahimnastava or Praise of Shiva's Greatness, Edited, translated and
presented in illustrations, etc., Poona 1965 (American Institute of Indian Studies, Publication
No. 1); P. KRISHNAMOORTY, Siva-Mahimnah Stotram, Sanskrit Text with English Transla-
tion, etc., Secunderabad 1967.

276 W.N. BROWN, op. cit., p. 2.

277 Ibid., p. 3.
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MTmamsa. The hymn is difficult to date but was almost certainly written before the
9th century: stanza 18 is quoted in Somadeva's campu Yasastilaka (959 A.D.),
stanza 5 in Rajasekhara's Kavyamlmamsa.278 The stotra is also mentioned in
Jayanta Bhatta's 9th century Nyayamanjari, a work of logic. As in the Saundaryala-
hari and the Anandalaharl, the first twenty-nine stanzas are in SikharinI metre
while the penultimate and last stanzas, which may have been added later, are in
Harini and MalinI metre respectively. Like the Saundaryalahari, the Mahimnastava
has given rise to numerous commentaries. Here follow three stanzas from the
second half of the work:

/' smasanesv akrida smarahara pisacah sahacaras
citabhasmalepah srag api nrkarotiparikarah /

amangalyam silam tava bhavatu namaivam akhilam
tathapi smartfnam varada paramam mangalam asi // (24)

"Your sport is in burning grounds, O destroyer of Smara; Pisacas (who eat the flesh of
human beings) are your companions; / ashes from a funeral pyre are ointment for your
body; and your garland is a string of human skulls - / though your character and your
name as well may be wholly inauspicious, / yet, O gift-bestower, to those who call you to
mind you are the supreme symbol of fortune."279

bhavah sarvo rudrah pasupatir athograh sahamahams
tatha bhlmesanav iti yad abhidhanastakam idam /

amusmin pratyekam pravicarati deva srutir api
priyayasmai dhamne pranihitanamasyo 'smi bhavate // (28)

"Bhava, Sarva, Rudra, Pasupati, and then Ugra along with Mahant, / similarly Bhima and
Isana, this octad of your names - / in it severally (that is, in each name), O god, resides
sruti. / To this (octad), the dear lofty seat of truth and the gods, to you, the lord, do I offer
my worship."280

namo nedisthaya priyadava davisthaya ca namo
namah ksodisthaya smarahara mahisthaya ca namah /

namo varsisthaya trinayana yavisthaya ca namo
namah sarvasrnai te tad idam iti sarvaya ca namah // (29)

"Reverence to you as him who is nearest, O you who love the forest waste (as a samnya-
sin), and reverence to you as him who is farthest! Reverence to you as him who is most
minute, O destroyer of Smara, and reverence to you as him who is greatest! / Reverence to
you as the eldest, O three-eyed one, and reverence to you as the most youthful! /
Reverence to you as being everything, and reverence to you as Sarva the whole, being this
universe! "280

Only the most important works from later eras can be mentioned here. Basically,
Hindu hymnody is easy to classify under the different conceptions of god that have
clearly differentiated the various sects from each other since the end of the 10th

278 Kavyam. 8, 16 (GOS, p . 37).
279 Translation W.N. BROWN, op. cit., p. 17.
280 Translation ibid., p. 17.
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century. The two main categories are Sivaite, addressed to Siva himself or to aspects
of Siva's consort, the Devi, and, in opposition to Siva (and Durga), works of a
purely Visnuite character praising the other almighty gods, Visnu and Krsna, who
are milder, and good by nature. We must also note that it is only in certain areas,
predominantly in Kashmir, Bengal and Kerala, that the art of writing stotras is
seriously practised.

One of the Sankaracaryas, Muka (or Mukakavi), composed the Pancasati281, a
collection of five hundred stanzas to Kamaksl,282 one of the manifestations of the
great Sivaite goddess. Some of the stanzas can be given a religious interpretation,
others are erotic. The work has been assigned widely differing dates, but was
probably written in the 14th century. Tradition relates that Muka, born dumb,
gained the power of speech as a result of his inspiration. In Kashmir, where the
theory and practice of poetry as well as the Sivaite faith flourished, we find the
following poets: Anandavardhana (9th century), who wrote the Devisataka282, his
pupil, the great polyhistor, commentator and Saiva philosopher Abhinavagupta
(end of the 10th and beginning of the 11th centuries), whose Sivaite stotras283 are
mostly of a philosophical or theological nature; and the Saiva thinker Utpaladeva
(first half of 10th century), another of Abhinavagupta's teachers and the author of a
Stotravali (also called the Paramesvarastotravall)284 containing twenty rather short
hymns. Also from Kashmir are Lostaka (or Lostadeva, 12th—13th century), author
of the Dlnakrandanastotra (54 Vasantatilaka stanzas);285 Jagaddhara Pandita (14th
century), whose thirty-eight hymns to Siva have been collected in the Stutikusu-
manjali;286 and Avatara (like the following poets, difficult to date with any
certainty), who wrote the highly artificial Isvarasataka287, which contains some
citrabandhas. Then there is Ratnakara's Vakroktipaficasika288 and Kalhana's short
Ardhanarlsvarastotra289 (18 Sardulavikridita stanzas). To the mythical Samba, son
of Krsna and Jambavati, is ascribed the Sambapancasika290, probably also from
Kashmir, a hymn of praise to the sun commented on at the beginning of the 13th
century by Ksemaraja. The Kashmiri author Sahiba Kaula's lengthy poem Devina-
mavilasa291 belongs to a later period, however, and its form and scale, sixteen linked

281 Also called the Mukapancasati; K M 5, Bombay 1888.
282 In K M 9, Bombay 1893.
283 L. SILBURN, Hymnes de Abhinavagupta , Tradui ts et commerces , etc., Paris 1970

(Pub l i c de PInst. de Civil. Indienne 31). About the author , K.C. P A N D E Y , Abhinavagupta , A
Historical and Philosophical Study, Benares 1963 2.

284 Ed. V. B H A N D A R I , Benares 1902 (Chowkhamba Series 15; with Ksemaraja 's commen ta -
ry). On the author , see S.K. D E , History of Sanskrit Poetics, Calcutta I 9 6 0 2 , 1 , p . 33 .

285 In K M 6, Bombay 1890.
286 Ed. P T . D U R G A P R A S A D and K.P. P A R A B , Bombay 1891 (NSP).
287 In K M 9, Bombay 1893.
288 In K M 1, Bombay 1886.
289 In K M 14, Bombay 1938 2 .
290 Ed.: P T . D U R G A P R A S A D and K.P. P A R A B , Bombay 1889, 1910 (NSP, with the

commenta ry of Ksemaraja); K. SAMBASIVA SASTRT, T r ivandrum (Government Press) 1930
(with commentary) .

291 Ed. M. K A U L , Lahore 1942.
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songs, far exceed what is normal for a stotra. This is also true of the Sivaite Bhi-
ksatana(kavya)292, the "(Poem about) Siva's Pilgrimage (while living) on alms",
considered by some critics to be genuine mahakavya, by others devotional poetry.
The author, Gokula, better known as Utpreksavallabha or Sivadasa, presents Siva
as an ascetic wandering beggar and describes the feelings generated by the god in the
hearts of his devotees. The poem, which is highly charged with eroticism, consists of
forty-two sections (paddhati) each containing between 10 and 31 stanzas. It is in
Vasantatilaka metre throughout.

The Mukundamala was most probably written by one of the great saints from the
south of India, an Alvar (Tamil: "He who has immersed himself in the divine").
The author is supposed to be Kulasekhara Alvar, (about 800 A.D.)293, the son of the
Kerala kingJDrdhavrata. When he was on the throne himself and at the height of his
power after a victorious campaign against the kingdoms of Cola and Pandya King
Kulasekhara, like the Emperor Asoka before him, experienced a spiritual transfor-
mation: filled with a burning devotion to Visnu and Krsna, he retired to Sri-
rahgam where he spent the remainder of his life in the service of god. Kulasekhara
seems to have written in both Tamil and Sanskrit. His Tirumoli, which has been
incorporated in the Southern Indian Visnuite canon, is in Tamil while his equally
famous Mukundamala294 is in Sanskrit. The Kerala version of this Visnuite hymn
has 31 stanzas, but there are other versions of varying length. Three stanzas were
reprinted in the Saduktikarnamrta (compiled in 1205 by the Bengali Sridharadasa)
and one, surprisingly enough, is to be found in an inscription at Pagan in BurmaC|
Commentaries on the Mukundamala were written by Raghavananda (or Anandara-
ghava) and Venkatesa.

The Narayanlya295, also by a(Kerala author although written much later, is the
most important of the works by Narayana Bhatta (2nd half of 16th and beginning of
17th centuries).296 I^ivided into one hundred ten-line stanzas (dasaka), making a

(total of 1036 in all,-It is a skilful resume of the main events in the BhagavatapuranaX
Two dasakas summarize the Ramayana, another outlines the Samkhya system as it
is defined in the Vth Skandha of the Bhagavatapurana while one single stanza gives
the essence of the Bhagavadglta. The poem is in the form of "a colloquy to God
Visnu, the presiding deity at the temple of Guruvayur. The melody of the metres,
the sweet diction, the lucid exposition of sublime philosophical ideas and, above

292 in K M 12, Bombay 1897.
293 Cf. K.V. ZVELEBIL, Tamil Literature, p. 102 and K. K U N J U N N I R A J A , The Contribution

of Kerala to Sanskrit Literature, Madras 1958, p. 1 ff.
294 Editions: in J. HAEBERLIN, KS (22 verses) and K M 1, Bombay 1886 (34 verses). There is

also the Vanivilasam edition, Srirangam; ed. K.R. PISHAROTI , with Raghavananda's com-
mentary, Annamalainagar 1933 (31 verses). Translation into English by R.N. A I Y A N G A R ,
Madras. Numerous editions also in Telugu, Kannada, Malayalam and Grantha scripts.

295 Numerous editions. Wor th a particular mention is T. G A N A P A T I SASTRI , The Naraya-
niya of Narayana Bhatta with the commentary, Bhaktapriya, of Desamangala Varya,
Trivandrum (Travancore Government Press) 1912. There is an edition in Devanagari with a
transl. into English by P.N. M E N O N , Palghat 1939. There are several Malayalam editions.

296 See K. K U N J U N N I R A J A , op. cit., p . 119 ff.
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all, the fervour of intense and sincere faith and devotion pervading throughout,
make the poem one of the best devotional lyrics in Sanskrit literature. Nara-
yanabhatta is equally at home in the Vaidarbhl and GaudI styles of composition,
and is able to make the sound seem an echo of the sense. Moreover, even in the
selection of metres he is very careful that they should be quite proper to the
theme."297

Like Narayana Bhatta, other scholars in the most varied scientific subjects have
written devotional lyrics. The versatile Nilakantha Diksita (beginning of 17th
century), author of a considerable number of works, wrote the Anandasagarasta-
va298, a hymn to the Devi in her manifestation as the Minaksl, and the Raghuvi-
rastava299, or to use its full title, the Ramayanasarasamgraharaghuvlrastava, a song
of praise to Rama and at the same time a summary of the essence of the Ramayana.
His pupil, Ramabhadra Diksita, also from the south of India, was the author of the
Varnamalastotra300, Ramastaprasa301, Ramacapastava302 and Ramabanastava302,
which praise Rama in 51 stanzas arranged in alphabetical order, Rama's eight
missiles (astaprasa) in 116 Sardulavikridita stanzas, his bow (capa) in 111 Sar-
dulavikridita stanzas and his arrows (bana) in 108 Sragdhara stanzas respectively.
The late rhetorician Jagannatha303 from Tailanga, also active in the 17th cen-
tury, composed five devotional poems the names of which all include the word la-
hari, "a large wave". They are: the Amrtalaharf (10 stanzas to the river Yamuna),
the Sudhalaharl (30 stanzas to the sun god, Surya)304, the Gangalahari or Piyu-
salahari (53 stanzas in praise of the Ganges)305, the Karunalahari (60 stanzas to
Krsna) and the Laksmllahari (41 stanzas to LaksmI).306

Those stotras that have distinct literary qualities differ little from love poetry.307

Just as genuinely erotic lyrical poetry constantly returns to the physical attractions
of the body of the youthful beauty, often systematized by using the nakhasikha)
procedure, which dwells on the various parts of the body beginning with the girl's
toenails (nakha) and ending with the crown of her head (sikha), so the stotra poet
likes to indulge in elaborate descriptions of the perfect beauty of the gods. The
combination of religious and secular perceptions is striking in, for instance, the
stanzas by Muka mentioned above,308 but the same phenomenon can be observed
in countless other stotras, for example in Bana's Candisataka, Vajradatta's Lokesva-

2 9 7 See K. K U N J U N N I R A J A , op. tit., p . 139.

298 p u b i . w i t h French transl. in P.-S. F I L L O Z A T , Oeuvres poetiques de Ni lakantha Diksita, 1,
Pondichery 1967 (Publ. de l ' lnstitut Franc.ais d'Indologie 36), p . 255 ff.

299 Publ . with French transl., ibid., p . 177 ff.
300 In K M 13, Bombay 1903.
301 In K M 10, Bombay 1894.
302 In K M 12, Bombay 1897.
303 Jagannatha was granted the title of Panditaraja by Shah Jahan (1628-58) .
304 In K M 1, Bombay 1886.
305 Ed. Bombay 1924 (NSP) and m a n y other editions. Also in J. V I D Y A S A G A R A ,

K a v yasangraha , Calcut ta 1888.
306 In K M 2, Bombay 1886.
307 Seep. 128 f. above.
308 See p. 142 above.
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rasataka or Lilasuka's Krsnakarnamrta. One quite typical work, Laksmana Aca
rya's Candikucapancasika309, describes the beauty of (Durga-) Candi's breasts, while
the author of the Visnupadadikesantavarnanastotra310 has attempted a genuine
nakhasikha description in this case of Visnu.

The writing of hymns to Visnu and his Avataras Rama and Krsna received a great
impetus when strongly emotional Visnuite and Krsnaite sects arose about the end of
the first millennium A.D. A work of great importance is the Krsnakarnamrta (or
Krsnalilamrta) by Lilasuka Bilvamahgala (often called just Lilasuka, Krsnalllasuka
or Bilvamangala for short) which, handed down in various versions (in Bengal and
the .south of India), consists of between 101 and 112 stanzas in praise of Krsna.311 It
is written in the lighter kavya style, but it is difficult to decide whether Lilasuka
Bilvamangala, who probably came from the south of India, wrote all the stanzas
himself or whether the book is an anthology of poems from different sources. The
/earliest possible date would be the 9th century, since in a commentary on a work of
Sankara, the Sarikarahrdayamgama, Lilasuka mentions that his teacher was Pad-
macarya. As the latter is identical with Padmapada, one of Sankara's pupils, he
probably lived in the 9th century.312 However, the second half of the 14th century
seems a more likely first date_as in her Madhuravijaya (I, 12) the poetess Gangadevi,
who lived at that time, ranks the author of the Krsnakarnamrta number three after
Dandin and BhavabhutiJ Two stanzas quoted in other works also point to this
period, i.e., at the latest the beginning of the 13th or 14th century: a verse from the
Krsnakarnamrta is to be found in Sridharadasa's Saduktikarnamrta (compiled in
1205) and another in Sarngadhara's Sarngadharapaddhati (compiled 1363). A
number of other works have been written under the name of Lilasuka or Krsnali-
lasuka Bilvamangala. However, it is quite possible that they are not all by the
same person but by several different authors by the name of (Krsna)lilasuka Bilva-
mangala. As examples we may take the Visnustuti313, the Krsnastotra, the Bilva-
mangalastava314, the Bilvamangalakosakavya315, the Balagopalastuti316, the Su-

309 In K M 9, Bombay 1893.
310 In K M 2, Bombay 1886.
311 S.K. D E , The Krsna-Karnamrta . A Mediaeval Vaisnava Devotional Poem in Sanskrit,

with three Sanskrit commentar ies , etc., Dacca 1938; F. W I L S O N , The Love of Krsna. The
Krsnakarnamrta of Lilasuka Bilvamahgala, Philadelphia 1975; M. N E O G , Bilvamarigala's
Krsna-Stotra, Gauhat i 1962 (Assamese version). J. G O N D A gives a more detailed presentation
of the Krsnakarnamrta in his Medieval Religious Literature in Sanskrit, Wiesbaden 1977
(HILII, ij,p.29ff.
Literature on the work and the author: K. KUNJUNNI RAJA, The Contribution of Kerala to
Sanskrit Literature, Madras 1958, p. 31 ff.; S.K. DE, A Note on the Text of the Krsna-Karna-
rnrta, ABORI 16 (1935), p. 173 ff.; H.G. NARAHARI, On the Date of the Krsnakarnamrta of
Bilvamangala, IHQ 20 (1944), p. 86 f.; K. KUNJUNNI RAJA, The Text-Problem of the Krsna-
Karnamrta, IHQ 22 (1946), p. 66 ff.

312 Cf. 'A.G. W A R I Y A R , IHQ 7 (1931), p . 334 ff.
313 BV8, p.43ff.
314 F. W I L S O N , Bilvamahgalastava. Edited and translated, etc., Leiden 1973.
315 The Bilvamangalakosakavya, Krsnastotra and Bilvamahgalastava are three different

versions of the same poem.
316 N . B R O W N , Eastern Art , II, p . 167. (With facsimiles of selected passages).
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mangalastotra317 and the Prakrit Siricimdhakavva (Skt. Sricihnakavya)318 which
describes various events in the Krsna legend and also provides an illustration of the
rules of Prakrit grammar.

Tradition ascribes a number of hymns to the great Ramanuja (or Ramanujacarya,
supposedly 1017 to 1137), although not so many as to Sankara. To take just one
example, the six-stanza Satsloklglta319, a song of little literary worth to the glory of
Rama, is considered to be a work by this first, towering teacher of the Visnu faith
and founder of a Visnuite system of Vedanta.

It is not unusual to find jstotras incorporated into longer works^ Jayadeva, the
Bengali court-poet to King Laksmanasena (1179-1205), interpolated a number of
rhythmically and aurally delightful hymns into his famous GItagovinda. This work,
a poem about Govinda (= Krsna) describing the separation and final reunion in
Vrndavana of Krsna and Radha, will be dealt with later320, as it is unquestionably
mahakavya although it often swells over the traditionally accepted boundaries of
the form). Some sects have naturally developed a number of hymns of their own,
special interests. Members of the Sakta sect of the Vaisnava Sahajiyas regarded
Jayadeva as their particular guru (adiguru) and one of their nine Rasikas. Hymns
similar to those in the GItagovinda were written by Vitthalanatha Giridhara (or
Vj,tj;hsla| Vitthalesvara), the son of Vallabhacarya (1479-1531), in the spirit of the
Visnuite sect of the Vallabhacarins. These hymns, which rhyme and are strongly
influenced by Jayadeva, were incorporated by Vitthalanatha in his Srngararasa-
mandana. Narayanatlrtha, about the beginning of the 18th century from the souths
of India, did the same and included a number of mellifluous devotional poems in
his Krsnalllatarangini321 which, after. Jayadeva's Gitagovinda and Lilasuka's Krsna-
karnamrta, is the third most important poem dealing with Krsnalila, the life of
Krsna.

The great increase in the popularity of Krsnaite hymnody at various times can be
explained not least by the fact that the worship of Krsna has always offered plenty of
scope for emotional expression and experience. Furthermore, the Krsnabhakti of
Caitanya (1485-1533) and the disciples of the early Gosvamins, who laid down the
dogma of this school, were strongly influenced by poetic theory and conceptions
from the very beginning. The teachers of the school founded by Caitanya, who was
regarded by his devotees as a reincarnation of Krsna, not only took over such
important and central concepts as rasa, which they naturally gave a bhakti

317 See J. EGGELING, Catalogue of the Sanskrit Manuscripts in the Library of the India
Office, VII, London 1904, No. 3907. "The work is of essentially the same character as the
same author's Krsnakarndmrta, with which it has indeed much of its matter in c o m m o n . . .
But, besides containing a good deal of new matter, it is arranged in a totally different way, so
as virtually to constitute a different work." (J. EGGELING, ibid.)

318 A.N. U P A D H Y E , Siricimdhakawam of Krsnalilasuka, BhV 8 (1941), p. 60 ff.
319 See HARAPRASADA SHASTRT, A Descriptive Catalogue of the Sanskrit Manuscripts in

the Collections of the Asiatic Society of Bengal, III, Calcutta 1934, No. 5555.
320 See p. 204 ff. below.
321 Cf. J. E G G E L I N G , op. cit., N o . 3 8 8 1 .
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significance, they also gave a deeper, religious and mystical, sense to the
conventions of secular poetry, with close reference to Sanskrit theory. Good works
and knowledge pave the way to preman, a passionate and exalted form of love that
man must experience if he is to know god. Filled with this love, he experiences
Krsna and Krsna's sakti, Radha, who, delightful in her beauty, partly is identical in
nature with Krsna, partly differs from him, and participates in the ecstasies of love
of the divine couple. We owe atPadyayali, a collection of devotional lyrics, and a
Stayamala322, i.e., "Garland of Hymns", to the most important exponent of the
Caitanya sect, the versatile savant and "poet-devotee"ffRupa Gosvamin.323 His
Stavamala is an anthology of shorter works such as the Mukundamuktavali324,
Govindabirudavali, Svayamutpreksitalila, etc., put together by a nephew of Rupa
Gosvamin's, the equally famous Jiva Gosvamin. Raghunathadasa, a fellow-pupil
and friend of Rupa Gosvamin's, wrote a StavavalT325, i.e., a collection of stotras,
though they are not of the same quality artistically. Among the successors to
Caitanya's hymns to Krsna we find the Caitanyacandramrta by Prabodhananda,
also known as the author of a Srngarasaptasatika, and the Krsnahnikakaumudi by
Paramananda(dasasena) Kavikarnapura326, who also wrote a poetic life of Caitanya,
the Caitanyacaritamrta(kavya), the drama Caitanyacandrodaya and the Anandavrn-
davanacampu. Part of this last work, which describes the childhood of Krsna in
prose and verse, is the Devakisutastuti, in praise of Krsna as the son of Devaki. This
section has sometimes been lifted out of the Anandavrndavanacampu and printed
separately as an independent collection of stotras.327 Paramanandadasasena, who
was born in Bengal shortly before the death of Caitanya, was the son of Sivananda,
one of Caitanya's own pupils. Another poet who bears the title of honour
"kavikarnapura" is supposed to be the author of the Camatkaracandrika, the
"Moonlight of (Great) Surprise."328 It is divided into four sargas which describe the
amorous relationships between Krsna, Radha and her companions. The poem, a
devotional mahakavya generally attributed to a Kavikarnapura Gosvamin, is not by
Paramanandadasasena but by a fellow-countryman, Visvanatha Cakravartin, whom
we know to be the author of the Gaurangalllamrta and the Krsnabhavanamrta.329

3 2 2 B H A V A D A T T A SASTRI and K.P. P A R A B , T h e Stava-mala of Sr i -Rupadeva with the
commenta ry of Srijivadeva, Bombay 1903 (NSP). Wi th Jiva Gosvamin ' s commenta ry .

323 See p. 126 above.
324 T h e Mukundamuktavali is also publ ished separately in K M 2, Bombay 1886.
325 Edit ion in Bengali script by the R a d h a r a m a n a Press, Baha rampur (Murshidabad) 1884,

1923.
326 Fur ther bibliographical data about the au thor and details of other Bengali stotra poets

will be found in S.K. D E , Early History of Vaisnava Faith and Movemen t in Bengal, Calcutta
1942.

327 See H A R A P R A S A D A SHASTRT, A Descriptive Catalogue of the Sanskrit Manuscr ip ts in
the Collections of the Asiatic Society of Bengal, III, Calcutta 1934, N o . 5744.

32S See. J. E G G E L I N G , op. cit., N o . 3882 and H A R A P R A S A D A SHASTRT, op. cit., N o . 5200.
329 See S.K. D E . Early History of the Vaisnava Faith and M o v e m e n t in Bengal, Calcut ta

1942.
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One of the numerous hymns in honour of Vedantadesika is the Abdamalika329a),
an extremely elaborate stotra in 64 stanzas of varying metres. Its author, Rangacar-
ya of Cettalur, is fond of alliteration, hidden words (gudha), rhyming and slesa.

No history of literature will ever be able to deal with the whole vast treasure-
house of religious and panegyric hymnody, representing as it does one of the richest
fields of Indian poetry as regards the number of titles and manuscripts. Let us finally
look at two works which deserve our attention because the two learned authors have
made use of a device that increases both the attractiveness and the difficulty of their
poems to a very considerable degree, quite in accord with the aims of late kavya.
Suryadeva (or Surya Pandita), poet and astronomer, wrote his Ramakrsnakav-
ya330 about the year 1540. It has 38 stanzas in all, and is so arranged that al-
ternate passages sing the praises of Rama and Krsna respectively. If one reads any
of the padas backwards, it will be found to be phonetically identical!, syllable for
syllable, with the same pada read from beginning to end. As the technical term for
this sort of poem is-anulomavilomaksarakavya, i.e., a poem whose syllables can
be read in either direction or, to use the Sanskrit expression, "with or against the
nap (loma)", Suryadeva's work is also called the Ramakrsnavilomaksarakavya.331

The Raghavayadavlya332, a similar poem, was written by the polyhistor and poet
from the south of India, Venkatadhvarin (17th century) who, apart from several es-
says on Mlmamsa, also wrote two works of grammar, one treatise on Nyaya and an-
other on Dharma, a number of plays, works on the theory of poetry and campus as
well as the panegyric poems Laksmlsahasra, Srinivasasahasra and Sravanananda.
The 32 stanzas of the Raghavayadavlya, which Venkatadhvarin himself wrote a
commentary to, are in praise of Rama (= Raghava) and Krsna (= Yadava) and, like,
Suryadeva's poem, composed in the anulomavilomaksarakavyci, manner, Let us take
as an example the second stanza, in which both narratives commence. When read
from beginning to end (anuloma), it describes the city in which Rama was born;
when read backwards (viloma)333, however, we get a description of Krsna's
birthplace.

329a Ed.: E. T R A P P and M. H A H N , W Z K S 22 (1978), p . 67 ff. (with G e r m a n translat ion).
" 0 Ed.: in J. H A E B E R L I N , KS; in K M 11, Bombay 1895. Cf. also J. E G G E L I N G , op. cit., N o .

3912 and K.L. J A N E R T , Indische Handschrif ten, I, Wiesbaden 1962 (Verzeichnis der
oriental ischen Handschrif ten in Deutsch land II, 1), N o . 349.

331 Rdmakrsndnulomavilomdksarakdvya would have been more correct. Suryadeva him-
self, however, called his work a vilomaracandkdvya.

332 Raghavayadavlya par Venkatadhvarin. Texte Sanskrit edite par M.S. Narasimhacharya.
Etude et Traduct ion par M . - C L . P O R C H E R , Pondichery 1972 (Publ. de l ' lnstitut Francais
d'Indologie 46). Detailed information about Venkatadhvarin and his oeuvre in M . - C L .
P O R C H E R , U n poeme satirique Sanskrit: La Visvagunadarsacampu de Venkatadhvarin, etc.,
Pondichery 1972 (Publ. de l 'lnstitut Francais d'Indologie 46, Introduction, p . 1 ft), and M . -
C L . P O R C H E R , Figures de style en Sanskrit, theories des alamkarasastra: analyse de poemes de
Venkatadhvarin, Paris 1978 (Publications de l 'lnstitut de Civilisation Indienne, Serie in-8°,
45).

333 The lines must be read by aksaras, i.e., by syllables, which are frequently divided up
into words differently than when read from beginning to end. For example, the initial word,
sdketdkhyd, when read backwards, becomes khydtd ke sd and the last word in the stanza, sd-
vdsdravd, becomes vdrdsdv ds{d).
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anuloma:

saketakhya jyayam asid ya vipradlptaryadhara /
pur ajitadevadyavisvasagrya savasarava //

viloma:

varasav asagrya sasva vidyavadetajira puh /
radharyapta dlpra vidyasima ya jyakhyata ke sa //

Read in the normal way, this stanza is part of the Rama legend and may be
translated:

"On earth334 there was a city (called) Saketa that was illuminated335 by wise (Brahmans)
and sustained by Vaisyas.336 The son of Aja (i.e., King Dasaratha) won337 it. This
distinguished (city) distrusted (only) non-gods and similar (beings)338 and (was filled with
the satisfied) sound of the eaters of sacrifices339 (i.e., the gods)."

The reverse reading, which deals with the Krsna legend, reads as follows:

"By the water340 near the lake341 there was a distinguished city (named Dvaraka) equipped
with horses, a place of (learned men) who had carried off the victory in the battle for
knowledge342, brilliantly343, (because) they had received Radha's lord344 (i.e., Krsna); (the
place was) the remotest frontier of knowledge and its fame (was) widespread on earth."345

Modern readers with a sound knowledge of the structure of aesthetic texts are on
the whole better equipped to approach this sort of poetry with an unbiased mind
than earlier European critics such as A.B. Keith, who, faced with similar or even
with less elaborate texts, all too easily resorted to expressions like "grave errors of
taste", "mannerisms", or "intellectual exercises of no high value". Whatever
opinion some critics may .take, or have taken, one can hardly ignore the fact that
^anulomaviloma poetry, which can be found even in mahakavya, does show, albeit
(in an exaggerated form, one characteristic that is integral to all poetry and is
particularly strong in India; namely a tendency to aim for a maximum of ambiguity
and textual difficulty. At times, of course, this tendency may become an end in
itself, used in absurdum, merely as display. Other devices besides ambiguity and
textual obscurity were favoured by connoisseurs of kavya. Verikatadhvarin's Ra-
ghavayadaviya, for instance, is written in the majestic and solemn-sounding

3 3 4 jyayam.
3 3 5 viprddiptd.
3 3 6 dryddhdrd.
3 3 7 djltd < dji-itd.
3 3 8 adevddydvisvdsd < a-deva-ddya-avisvdsd.
3 3 9 sdvdsdrdvd.
340 ke.
341 vdrdsau, explained in the c o m m e n t a r y as identical in meaning with jalardsau.
342 vidyavadetajira < vidyd-vdda-ita-dji-ird.
343 diprd.
344 rddhdrydptd < rddhd-drya-dptd.

345 jydkhydtd.
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Vidyunmala metre of four t imes eight syllables. His virtuosity does not consist
merely of master ing this unusual and difficult met re ; he also displays astonishing
verbal ingenuity, using here only words with long syllables as demanded by the
strict requi rements of the metre .

6. Other Species of Short Poetry: Riddles and Carmina Figurata

As we saw in the in t roduct ion 3 4 6 , riddles in verse were also of great impor tance .
Al though not m a n y examples by major poets have been preserved, all writers mus t
have been familiar with them. N o t only were riddles used as games in aristocratic
society, they also played an impor tan t par t in the training of poets , in poet ic
contests and in kavyagosthis. Thei r immense popular i ty in cult ivated urban circles
is i l lustrated by the fact that riddles, in part icular certain sorts, are ment ioned even
in the Kamasut ra 3 4 7 where, like improvised poems (kavyasamasyapurana) , a
knowledge of metrics (chandojnana) and familiarity with the dict ionary (abhidha-
nakosa), they consti tute one of the sixty-four auxil iary sciences (angavidya) to the
theory of love, i.e., the special accompl ishments , arts and knowledge tha t were par t
of the educat ion of the highly skilled hetaera (ganika) and the spoilt town-dweller
(nagara) who devoted his life to the enjoyment of love and art. Some critics treat
riddle poetry together with its variants as a par t icular means of embel l i shment using
sound (sabdalamkara).3 4 8 It is dealt wi th in most detail by Dand in , who quotes from
earlier masters. In his Kavyadarsa III, 97 , he says that riddle poetry was used in
games by connoisseurs, in gosthis, as enter ta inment , to give secret advice in publ ic
situations and for the confusion of outsiders.

T h e form of riddle known as prasnot tarakavya 3 4 9 was especially popu la r at the
courts of princes. At the assemblies of learned men and poets s u m m o n e d by rulers
who pat ronized l i terature, a poet could reap a rich reward by reciting enigmatic
stanzas which, composed according to definite rules, asked the audience one or
more quest ions. It is-typical,-of these riddles that the answer (uttara) to the quest ion
was to be found h idden in the p o e m itself. Riddle poetry must be regarded above all
as a short poem, a muktaka . Whi le a sophisticated, well thought -out choice of
words allowed the poet bo th to pose a quest ion and covertly to h in t at the answer in
the same verse, the connoisseur 's chief pleasure was to educe the quest ion and
answer from the p o e m as well as to enjoy the author ' s skilful use of language.
Al though riddle poetry belongs to the short form of kavya and, frequently being
composed on the spur of the m o m e n t , has often not been preserved, there can be n o

346 See p. 16 above.
347 1, 3, 16.
348 E.g. Bhamaha, Kavyalamkara 2, 19; Dandin, Kdvydd. 3, 96-124; Agnip. 343, 22 and

25-26 and Rudrata, Kavyalamkara 5, 25 (29).
349 I use the term prasnottarakavya, "question-and-answer-poem", as the terminology is by

no means uniform and the name that is often used, prahelikd, does not usually refer to the
category as such but only to some sorts of riddle poem.
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doubt that it was one of the most popular forms of Indian lyrical poetry. In many
respects it conformed to the requirements of kavya: it was written in many different
metres, some of them difficult, it made use of an unusual vocabulary comprehensi-
ble only to the connoisseur and, like so many other poems, it was two-dimensional
in that behind the meaning first perceived, in this case the question, there lay a
second, hidden, meaning in the poem; the answer; which the reader or listener had
to decipher for himself. As a poetic exercise to gain mastery of different metres,
vocabulary and how to suggest meaning, the riddle complemented other forms
mentioned in the introductory chapters above such as making changes in the
wording used by great poets, completing a poem of which one has been given some
lines or improvisation on a given theme. The fact that riddles often either
mentioned the king or were addressed to him or one of the poet's rivals confirms
that they were in general use at courts and in assemblies of poets. It is much less
common for them to be addressed to a lover or a beloved. In stanza after stanza
imperatives such as vada, "speak", or bruhi, "say", challenge the king, the poet's
opponent or the connoisseur to find the solution to the task. This is the case in the
following stanza, an example of sabdarthavibhaktivacanabhinnajati, i.e., the sort (of
.riddle) that is ambiguous because of word (sabda), meaning (artha), case (vibhakti)
and number (vacana):

samayam iha vadanti kam nisltham
samayati kan vada varivahavrndam /

vitarati jagatam manahsu kidrri
mudam atimatram ayam sada tadagah //35°

"What time does one here (on earth) call night? Say, what do the rain-clouds quench?
What kind of pool always gives exceedingly great pleasure to the human heart?"

The answers to the first and second questions are aravim, "the sunless (time)" (ace.
sing.), and davan, "forest fires" (ace. pi.) respectively. When joined together, these
two make a new word with a different meaning which, in a different case (nom.
sing.), gives the answer to the third question: aravindavan, "(a pool) filled with
lotus flowers". In his great novel Kadambarl, Bana, who as King Harsa's court poet
was quite familiar with the manners of the court, describes the pastimes of King Su-
draka, who filled the idle hours with a great variety of activities, amongst others
with just the sort of riddles mentioned above: "Sometimes he was busy with music,
himself having begun to play on the mrdanga drum, when his bejewelled bracelets
were constantly jerked about; and his jewelled ear-ornaments made a tinkling sound
as they were shaken about when he played upon'the instrument called ghargharika.
Sometimes he was occupied with hunting, emptying the forest (of beasts of prey) by
means of arrows incessantly discharged. Sometimes he composed poetical pieces,
having called together a (critical) assembly of learned men. Sometimes he carried on
discussions about the (various) sastras. Sometimes he listened to tales, romances,
histories and legends. Sometimes he amused himself with painting. Sometimes he

350 Dharmadasa, Vidagdhamukhamandana 1, 53.
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played on the lute. Sometimes he waited upon the feet of the holy sages that came to
see him. And sometimes he offered (for being solved, the various literary puzzles
known as) aksaracyutaka351, matracyutaka352, bindumati353, gudhacaturthapa-
da354 and prahelika."355 As this passage shows, princes and kings often recited
enigmatic stanzas either written by themselves or by others. Indian rulers were not
averse to dazzling their listeners with their own works, and always took pleasure in
testing and retesting the wisdom and quick-wittedness of the learned men and poets
gathered at their courts, even when the stanzas they declaimed were not of their
own making.

The ephemeral nature of riddle poetry and the fact that it was often for
entertainment, for special occasions or for practice had the result that it only rarely
had a purely aesthetic function and, when it did, hardly ever achieved its aims.
With the passing of time the rules governing riddle poetry become stricter and more
complicated with the result that the first concern of the poet became to ensure that
the more or less intricate text was capable of bearing up the word-play intended; for
example, that it was possible neatly to combine the answers to the first, second,
third and even fourth questions although, as far as content was concerned, the
various parts of the poem might have nothing to do with each other. The following
stanza from Kalidasa's drama Vikramorvasiya shows that the literary riddle was
also employed by the great poets. It is taken from the fourth act, which consists
mainly of a long monologue by King Pururavas. The poet describes how the king,
overwhelmed with the anguish of separation, searches everywhere for Urvasi, and
how he asks various animals and plants whether they have seen his beloved.
Eventually he recognizes signs here and there that might lead him to Urvasi. In IV,
51, he asks the mountain'in simple Sloka metre:

sarvaksitibhrtam natha drsta sarvarigasundari /
rama ramye vanante 'smin maya virahita tvaya //

"Hast thou, O lord of all mountains, seen in this delightful wood the (maiden who has
become) separated from me, the delightful (one), the (one) beautiful in every limb?"

The same stanza is then used to allow the mountain to give the reply as an echo:

sarvaksitibhrtam natha drsta sarvangasundari /
rama ramye vanante 'smin maya virahita tvaya //

351 In this sort of r iddle, the mean ing sought is to be found by omi t t ing a syllable {aksara).

3 5 2 T h e kind of riddle in which the new mean ing is obta ined by omi t t ing a m o r a (matra).

353 A riddle p o e m in which the long and short syllables are expressed by n u m b e r s .
354 in a gudhacaturthapdda the last quar te r of the s tanza is concealed in the first three

quarters of the stanza.
355 The prahelika comprises several forms of question-and-answer riddles. It takes the form

of " a phrase, statement or question constructed deliberately so that its meaning shall be
misconstrued, but in some way intimating a solution to the difficulty thus created" (E.
G E R O W , A Glossary of Indian Figures of Speech, The Hague-Paris 1971, p. 210.). Cf. also M.-
C L . PORCHER, On prahelika, L. Sternbach Felicitation Vol., Lucknow 1979, p. 325 ff.
Translation of the passage from Bana after M.R. Kale, A Literal English Translation of Bana's
Kadambari , Bombay 1924, p. 8.
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"I have, O lord of all lords, seen in this delightful wood the (maiden who has become)
separated from you, the delightful (one), the (one) beautiful in every limb."

Kalidasa creates this effect by giving the stanza the form of prasnottarasamajati, the
sort of riddle in which the question and the answer sound identical. We interpret the
stanza as a question if we connect the finite verb drsta with tvaya: drsta tvaya, "hast
thou seen (her)?". However, as soon as we connect drsta with maya the same
context will give us the echo that answers Pururavas: drsta maya, "I have seen
(her)". As the compound ksitibhrt is formed on a model356 that can be used both for
"mountain" and for "king", sarvaksitibhrtarn natha can be interpreted either as
"lord of all mountains" or "lord of all lords".

As we saw above, certain critics treated some forms of literary riddle as decorative
figures. On the other hand, the, yamaka, one of the four earliest alamkaras357 that
Bharata dealt with, is often considered a riddle; it is described as a play on words
"in which a part of a verse, specified either as to length or position or both, is
repeated within the confines of the same verse, usually in such a way that the
meaning of the two readings is different".358 All critics since Bharata have insisted
that the meaning of the repeated passage shall be different; educated readers must
divide up the words on a different pattern on the second reading or take each word
as a double-entendre. The result in either case will be paronomasia (slesa). As we
shall see, these figures were exceedingly popular and, during the course of their
development, they were sometimes used not merely for isolated passages but for
whole poems. Let us take as an example one stanza from the Saurikathodaya, a
yamaka poem by Vasudeva, a poet from the south of India:

tulitakaldpikaldpd kesakalapena madakaldpikaldpa I
krsnam gopamaheldtatir anuvavraja drsi mvgopamaheld II (I, 51)

"A group of cow-herds' wives, whose masses of hair, (because of the colour), resembled
peacocks and whose speech was like that of intoxicated cuckoos, followed after Krsna with
deer-like coquetry in their eyes."359

Regarded on the broadest scale, however, the art of riddle-writing was not taught
in books on poetics but in specialized works describing in detail a number of
different sorts of riddles, including the aksaracyutaka, matracyutaka, gudhacatur-
thapada and prasnottarasama already mentioned. They adopted the usual method
of stating the rules and giving examples to illustrate them. We should particularly

356 "bearing the ear th" and "maintaining the earth" respectively, with "earth" as the first
element and "bear ing/mainta ining" as the second.

357 Namely upamd, riipaka, dipaka and yamaka.
358 E . G E R O W , op. cit., p . 223 ff.

359 c . SUNESON, Saurikathodaya. A Yamaka-poem by Vasudeva. Edited with a translation,
notes and an introduction, Stockholm 1969 (Skrifter utgivna av Foreningen for orientaliska
studier I), pp. 52 and 116.
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notice Dharmadasa's Vidagdhamukhamandana360 (composed somewhere between
the 6th and the middle of the 11th centuries), Klka's Budhavaktramandana361 and
the late Kavlndrakarnabharana362 (1st half of 18th century) by Visvesvara Bhatta.
The immense popularity of riddles in Jaina circles is probably connected with the
predilection of Jaina scholars for teaching the faith by catechism.363

In works on poetics citra poetry (in Skt. citra or citrakavya, carmen figuratum)364

is counted as belonging to the same genre as the literary riddle. Characteristic of
ritra poetry are (a) limiting the number of phonemes (usually consonants) in a
stanza to one, two or only a few, and (b) arranging the syllables in a definite,
predetermined order. In both cases they frequently stand out visually, too. In the
latter sort of citrakavya the poem can be read in more than one direction. We have
already made the acquaintance of "hop-scotch" (anulomaviloma)?- the syllables of
which can be read backwards to give the.same sound but a different meaning.365

Other well-known types that arrange their syllables in a definite order are the
"zigzag" (gomutrika, literally "cow-piss"), the double palindrome (sarvatobhadra),
the "elephant-gait" (gajapada) and the "horse-gait" (turagapada). Let us choose as
an example a gajapada in which the four quarters of the stanza, if written out in four
lines, can either be read in the normal way or, if read vertically, will give pairs of
syllables:

360 Ed. with transl. of the 1st and 2nd chapters in: M. K R A A T Z , Das Vidagdhamukhaman-
dana des Dharmadasa (ein Lehrbuch der Ratselkunde), etc., Marburg 1968, 2 vols. (diss.). See
also: V. R A G H A V A N , T h e Vidgadhamukhamandana of Dharmadasa , in: P.K. Gode C o m m e -
mora t ion Vo lume , Poona 1960, III, p . 224.

361 Ed. in JGJh 6 (1948/49), p . 289 ff.
362 Ed in K M 8, Bombay 1891. As regards the author , see S.K. D E , Sanskrit Poetics,

Calcutta I 9 6 0 2 , 1 , p . 302 ff.
363 Cf. W. SCHUBRING, Die Lehre der Jainas, Berlin-Leipzig 1935, §§ 189, 196 b .
364 Lit.: E. G E R O W , op. cit., p . 175 ff.; K A L A N A T H J H A , Figurative Poetry in Sanskrit

Literature, Delhi-Varanasi -Patna 1975; Rev. W. Y A T E S , Essay on Sanskrit Alli teration,
Asiaticfk] Researches of the Royal Asiatic[k] Society of Bengal, (Calcutta) 20 (1836),
p . 135 ff.; H.R. K A P A D I A , Illustrations of Letter-Diagrams, JUB, New Series (1955), 2 (Arts
No . 29), p . 60 ff; N.S. 24 (1956), 2 (Arts No . 30), p. 97 ff.; N.S. 25 (1957), 2 (Arts No . 31),
p . 82 ff.; M.B. E M M E N E A U , Nagapasa, Nagabandha, Sarpabandha, and Related Words , BDC
20 (1960, S.K. De Felicitation Volume) , p . 291 ff.

365 See p . 149 above and the example given there.
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"Those of your courtiers, O King, who preserve the force of various epithets, are powerful,
who eradicate obstacles and who do not preserve non-wisdom, why do they not notice your
heavenly grace, replete with many desires? (They do not observe that) your glory is not
auspicious."366

The figure was given the name gajapada because the movement of two syllables at
once is like the gait of an elephant, whose two legs move in unison.

Another way of arranging syllables is the carmen figuratum proper (citrabandha,
sometimes shortened to bandha). In these poems the syllables produce the visual
image of some concrete object such as a sword (khadga), a wheel (cakra), a bow
(dhanu), a lotus (padma), a snake (naga), a mortar (musala), a lance (sakti), an arrow
(sara) or a plough (hala). They are to be read so that the wording agrees with the
shape of the object the poem is named after. In certain cases, a sub-category
develops: padma(bandha), for example, may belong to the type with four, eight or
twelve petals. The following illustration shows a stanza in the shape of a lotus with
eight petals. In the centre is the syllable ya. Not only does the poem begin and end
with this syllable, it also recurs after every three petals, as the arrows show:

yasrita pavanataya yatanacchid anlcaya /
yacaniya dhiya mayayamayasam stuta sriya / / 367

366 Translation by E. G E R O W , op. cit, p . 180 f.
367 Bhoja, Sarasvatikanthabharana, ed. Pt. K. SARMA and V.L.S. PAIVSIKAR, Bombay 1934,

(KM 94), pp. 124 and 272. The figure from ibid., p . 1 (appendix) and K A L A N A T H A J H A , op.
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"The Goddess, who is resorted to by sacredness and who brings to an end (lit., who is
bringer to an end of) (all) torments, (she) should be implored, with an elevated mind, for
the diminution (ayasa) of the extension (ayama) of maya; (she is) lauded (even) by Sri."368

Western readers tend to regard this sort of poetry with scepticism. However, if one
is to form an accurate conception of the significance of riddle poetry in the narrow
sense of the word, i.e., citrabandha, in classical Indian poetry, it is essential to
realize its importance to the philosophy and practice of Indian poets. Since it is one
of the chief concerns of kavya.to present the reader or hearer with a text rendered
difficult in several ways, not the least of which is by the use of rare, sometimes

cit, p. 197. The stanza lacks clarity of expression (prasdda) and has artistic composition
(citratva) as its only merit (guna). It may be construed as follows: yd (devl) pdvanatayd dsrita
{yd ca) ydtanacchid, (sd) anlcayd dhiyd mdydydmdydsam ydcaniyd. (sd) sriyd (api) stutd.

368 Translation by R.N. DANDEKAR, Poona, who, in a letter dated 21.9.1982, kindly sent
me the following explanatory notes: "(1) ydtana is to be understood in the sense of ydtand,
though Kosas do not usually give 'torment' as the meaning of ydtana. However, grammatical-
ly it is possible to derive that meaning. Moreover, the padmabandha reqires na. (2) The word
dydsa is used here very loosely, and is to be understood in a secondary - or even tertiary -
sense. The root a yas (causal) means 'to diminish', mdydydmdydsam is the object of ydcaniyd.
The general sense is: 'She should be begged complete annihilation of mdyd.' (3) stutd sriyd:
this could be understood either as an independent clause (as shown in the translation) or as a
relative clause: yd pdvanatayd dsrita, yd ydtanacchid, yd ca sriyd stutd, sd ydcaniyd... But
this latter may constitute a durdnvaya."
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artificially made words, it would be natural for poets, who are familiar with
complex procedures, to adopt the methods used in citra poetry. Carmina figurata
were not composed only by poetasters eager to show off their would-be learning by
employing these techniques; a display of linguistic virtuosity is one of the
characteristic features of classical poetry and a surprisingly large number of
citrabandha stanzas were composed even by great poets such as Bharavi and Magha,
as we shall see. Major poets admittedly used these flamboyant devices with a certain
restraint in that, when writing mahakavya, they only demonstrated their mastery of
citrakavya in one or two sections of the work. In those sections, however, they did
not hesitate to pile figure upon figure.369 Examples that have been preserved show
that this sort of poetry, however brilliant it might be, generally has little of aesthetic
value to offer. It should be mentioned that texts of this nature presuppose that this
poetry is apprehended in a different manner. Citrabandha stanzas which aim at
creating visual or other external effects can no longer be regarded as being poetry
designed for recitation, but, even more than other late forms of kavya, are intended
to be read and demand familiarity with the written word.

The second of the two main types of citra poetry is that limiting the number of
phonetic classes employed. As already mentioned, in this sort of poem the author
uses as many vowels as he wishes, but limits the choice of consonants to one, two or
only a few classes. "Two-consonant poems", dvyaksara, were very popular whereas

369 It should be noted that attempts are not lacking in various genres of European literature
to present the tonal content of a text or poem, etc. in visual form. "Das geheimnisvollste
'Magische Quadrat', Anagramme und Palindrome vereinigend, ist die beriihmte Sator-Arepo-
Formel. Dazu kurze Erklarungen: Der Bauer (Samann) Arepo (Eigenname) lenkt mit seiner
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Hand (Arbeit) den Pflug (Rader). Religiose Deutung: Gott (Sator) beherrscht (tenet) die
Schopfung (rotas), die Werke der Menschen (opera) und die Erzeugnisse der Erde (arepo =
Pflug). Die Worter lassen sich zunachst horizontal und vertikal viermal lesen. Aus den
wenigen Buchstaben hat man 13 anagrammatische (lateinische) Satze gebildet. Die Vereini-
gung der beiden Worter 'tenet in der Mitte bildet ein Kreuz. Durch Rosselsprung ergeben
sich die Worter ""Pater nostef und AO = das Monogramm CHRISTI usw. usw. Das Quadrat
gait daher als Zauberzeichen" (G.R. HOCKE, Manierismus in der Literatur, Reinbek 1959, p.
24.) In German poetry carmina figurata were much in fashion about the time of the Baroque
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the ekaksara, the "one-consonant poem", being very difficult to compose, was
much rarer. The following is a famous stanza from the Kiratarjunlya by Bharavi,
the best-known linguistic virtuoso after Magha. He uses only the consonant "n":

na nonanunno nunnono nana nananana nanu /
nunno 'nunno nanunneno nanena nunnanunnanut / / 37°

"No man is he who is wounded by a low man; no man is the man who wounds a low man,
O ye of diverse aspect; the wounded is not wounded if his master is unwounded; not
guiltless is he who wounds one sore wounded."371

It is interesting to note that some figures of this type have also found their way
into long passages of prose mahakavya. When the lips of Mantragupta, the narrator
of the ninth story in the Dasakumaracarita, have been bruised in the game of love,
Dandin writes the whole of this chapter without using one single labial so as to
spare Mantragupta pain.

period, but scattered examples are to be found in all eras. Among the poems written by the
German poet Sigmund von Birken (1626-1681), who lived in the Baroque period, there is one
in the form of a cross and another that is heart-shaped ("Florian bildet seine Gedanken aus in
Form eines Hertzens"), while a poem by one of his contemporaries, Philipp von Zesen
(1619-1689) is in the shape of a palm-tree ("Palmbaum der hochst-loblichen Frucht-
bringenden Geselschaft zuehren aufgerichtef); see K.O. CONRADY, Das grosse deutsche
Gedichtbuch, K6nigstein/Ts. 1978, pp. 119-121. For carmina figurata in European
literature, see D. HIGGINS, George Herbert's Pattern Poems: In Their Tradition, West Glover,
Vermont and New York 1977 (Bibliography pp. 75 - 79); U. ERNST, Die Entwicklung der
optischen Poesie in Antike, Mittelalter und Neuzeit: Ein literaturhistorisches Forschungsdesi-
derat, G R M , N.F. 26 (1976), p. 379 ff.; and U. ERNST, Europaische Figurengedichte in
Pyramidenform aus dem 16. und 17. Jahrhundert: Konstruktionsmodelle und Sinnbildfunk-
tionen, Euphorion: Zeitschrift fur Literaturgeschichte 76 (1982), p. 295 ff.

370 Kirat. 15, 14.
371 Translation from A.B. KEITH, A History of Sanskrit Literature, p. 114.



CHAPTER IV

POETRY OF THE MAJOR FORM - SARGABANDHA

1. Introductory Remarks

Like poetry of the minor form, laghukavya, which was dealt with in the previous
sections of this book, the major form, mahakavya, consists of an immense number
of works the majority of which have been little researched and few translated into
other languages. Indeed, many of them exist only in manuscript and have not even
been edited. Long poems are written either in (1) a variety of different metres, (2)
literary prose or (3), particularly common in the case of mahakavya1, in a
combination of the two. Although it is called "long poetry", the most important
characteristic of the genre is not the length of the work but the way in which it is
constructed: poems of the major form are almost invariably divided into chapters.
In metrical poems the number of sections, generally called sargas, is usually
between five and twenty although no limit is anywhere laid down. There are,
however, plenty of works that are longer. As these works consist of sargas, or
"cantos" to use the commonest English translation, (the word to be used for all
metrical mahakavyas, even older ones, is the probably more ancient term
sargabandha, i.e., "chain of sargas". Poetry that is a mixture of prose and verse is
called campu in Sanskrit while works written in the heavier prose style are
subdivided into two categories, katha (fictive story) and akhyayika (true story) there
being, however, no common word under which they may both be classified Strictly
speaking, it is quite incorrect not merely to call poetry in a metrical form
sargabandha but also to use for it the name of its most important member, maha-
kavya. It would be more consistent to keep the word mahakavya as a comprehen-
sive term covering not only mahakavya in the narrow sense but all three species of
major poem, i.e., (1) sargabandha, (2) prose poems (katha and akhyayika) and (3)
campu. Dandin2, Bhamaha3 and Rudrata4 give us rules as to how long poems may
be judged.

1 As shown in the table on p. 47, laghukavya written in a mixture of verse and artistic
prose is only to be found in inscriptions (and religious epistles).

2 Kavyad. 1, 14-19 and 23-31.
3 Kdvydlamkdra 1, 19-23.
4 Ibid. 16, 7-19.
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favoured and occur in most poems:of the major form. Examples are those
mentioned in Dandin's Kavyadarsa I, 16-17 of a city, the sea, a mountain, a season,
the rising of the sun or moon, a park, the games (of the beauties in the women's
quarters) in the water, a carousal, the first blossoming of love (purvaraga), love in
union (sambhogasmgara) and love in separation (yipralambhasrngara), a wedding,
the birth of a prince, a council (of the king) with his ministers, the despatch of a
message, a battle, and descriptions of the successes (abhyudaya) achieved by the
hero. Descriptions such as these normally require one, two or more stanzas but can
on occasions extend over a whole sarga\ In the latter case, when the whole canto
deals with one single theme, we have what is in fact a samghata, which is one of the
most important forms of laghukavya, as we saw in chapter III.'' The description is a
poem within the poem which can be removed from its context and its aesthetic
qualities enjoyed separately, like a muktaka. The only difference between a sarga of
this type and a true samghata is that the opening stanza or stanzas of the former
usually contain an explanation of why the poet has chosen this particular theme.12

Another characteristic of every canto in a long poem is that it is written in the same
metre except for the last stanzas, which are always in a different metre. As the word
sarga is derived from the root srj, "release from oneself, "create", the real meaning
of the term is "creation". It is quite possible that in older times the essential element
in mahakavya was felt to be the single canto, especially when the stanzas in it dealt
with only one theme. According to this conception, mahakavya would have arisen
from the single act of creation the product of which - the sargas - were linked
together13 into a long poem (sargabandha) by the poet. Just as the multiple-stanza
type of laghukavya originated in the muktaka, so the major form of kavya is built
up of smaller units - the sargas.

As we have seen, the single stanza is the central point around which poetic
technique is built. It is given verbal polish by the addition of figures (alamkara) at
the poet's discretion, and it is couched in a suitable sentiment (rasa). Furthermore,
since the technique of the implied (dhvani) which was so popular in lyrical poetry
had also gained a foothold in mahakavya, it is not unusual to find a second or even
a third meaning hidden behind the plain statement.. As in muktaka and yugmaka we
can observe a clear tendency to let the length of the sentence and the stanza
coincide. It is also noticeable that the inner coherence of a stanza or a canto is
maintained not so much by the progress of the action as by the sentiment (rasa) that
runs through the sarga or the whole poem. Cantos, which must not be too long14,
usually consist of from thirty to seventy stanzas linked together partly by the fact

11 Seep. 104 ff.
12 According to the plan: Now the hero beholds the mountain named N.N. Description of

the mountain - Now the hero enters the town N.N. Description of the town - Then spring
came. Description of spring. There is an introductory stanza at the beginning of each of the six
sections in the Rtus, although such introductions are not customary in samghata.

13 Skt. band'h, "bind".
14 Kdvydd. 1, 18.
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sargabandha
metrical

mahakavya
poetry of the major form

prose poems
campu

mixed prose and verse

katha
fiction

akhyayika
true story

Modern literary criticism subscribes to the view that poetic language is not
uniform in nature but can be divided into three categories; dramatic, epic and
lyrical, each with its own characteristics. .Drama is dialogic but epic and lyrical
poetry are mainly monologic. In epic poetry language bears a very close relationship
to the theme that links the various components together, whereas in lyrical poetry,
which continually moulds language into definite forms, rhythm is the dominant^
factor. These views are undoubtedly correct as far as European literature is
concerned but they have only a limited validity in kavya. Although dialogue is
naturally the most important component in dramatic language, in India drama was
Interspersed with so many lyrical stanzas that we cannot just classify it as drama and
leave it at that. This is confirmed by the fact that Indian poetic critics, with the
exception of those few who are concerned only with dramatic questions, are
interested primarily in lyrical poetry and lyrical epics and freely quote stanzas taken
from dramas. Their attention is focused mainly on (lyrical) stanzas and it seems to
matter not a whit whether they come from a laghukavya, a sargabandha or a drama.
Even more diffuse is the dividing line between poetry of the minor form, most of
which may justly be called lyrical, and metrical poetry of the major form, which in
European languages is generally given the rather unsatisfactory name of "epic".
Although early mahakavya is a development of the rhapsodic art and has its roots in
the epic, i.e., narrative recited to an audience, it has adapted to an ever greater
degree to the lyrical minor form. While laghukavya and mahakavya were originally
two more or less quite separate forms of poetry each with its own rules, the oldest
(now lost) sargabandhas probably corresponding in scale to true epic, the epic
content became steadily less prominent in classical sargabandha. The action now
often provided merely a framework into which various details and descriptions
could be fitted. Action was frequently treated with neglect - in some cases not even
being brought to a conclusion - without, however, having any deleterious effect on
the poetry. As traces of epic characteristics remained, it was still possible to speak of
epic-lyrical poetry, but large parts of the long poem were written in complete
accord with the precepts of laghukavya. The centre of interest to poet and reader or
listener alike became once more the stanza, which was usually easy tQ remove from
its context.5 This isolated stanza then acquired the same aesthetic value and was
appreciated in the same way as a single-stanza poem, a muktaka.
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2. The Sargabandha

The demands that must be placed on a long poem in metrical form have only
been stated in detail by a few critics.6 As its name indicates, it consists of sargas,
"cantos", and begins either with a benediction (asis), a respectful greeting
(namaskriya) or an indication of events to come (vastunirdesa). According to
Dandin, Sanskrit is the proper language for a sargabandha7, but Prakrit, Apa-
bhramsa and, in more recent times, even vernaculars have been used. The material,
which is either a story (katha) based on tradition (itihasa) or taken from real life,
deals with one of the four aims of human existence.8 The hero (nayaka) is an ideal
type incorporating a maximum of goodness, nobility and beauty; his adversary
(pratinayaka), a monster of evil and intrigue. Some importance must be attached to
the precept that the sequence of events in the sargabandha should follow the plan of
the five so-called samdhis, literally, "junctures". According to this, every epic or
lyrical poem should begin with the "opening" (mukha), against which is set the
second samdhi, the "counter-opening" (pratimukha). While the third samdhi, the
"embryo" (garbha), gradually unfolds the plot, the fourth leads to a sudden "test"
(vimarsa), i.e., crisis, which is happily resolved in the fifth samdhi, the "denoue-
ment" (nirvahana). As we know, these rules which, like the concept of rasa,
originate in the relatively early developed Indian dramatic theory, were in fact
applied in the theatre.9 However, they have hardly more than theoretic value for
sargabandhas, indeed for mahakavya as a whole, which paid little attention to plot,
as we have already seen. Like drama, mahakavya could not finish in tragedy. An
unhappy ending was unthinkable as the hero, an ideal type, often divine or
semidivine, could never go wrong. Poetry was also to teach the lesson that, thanks
to divine providence, the good will always triumph in the end in spite of all the
vagaries of fortune.10

The classical poet was not so much interested in details of the plot as in themes
like those treated with such care and feeling in various kinds of laghukavya,
muktaka, samghata and khandakavya, in which beauty, richness of expression,
sentiment and elegance of execution were the accomplishments aimed at. Although
no actual restrictions were laid "Upon the poet's freedom, the number of themes
available seems to have been limited. Certain descriptions were particularly

5 Significantly enough, Dandin stresses in Kavydd. 1, 13 that he does not differentiate
between muktaka, kulaka, kosa and samghata as he considers these minor forms to be
included in the concept sargabandha. In Kavydd. 1, 34 he mentions Pravarasena's
Setubandha, a sargabandha in Prakrit, characterizing it as sdgarah suktiratndndm, "a sea of
jewel-stanzas".

6 Seep. 159 and notes 2-A.
1 Kavydd. 1,37.
8 dharma, artha, kdma and moksa; see also p. 4, note 12.
9 For the practice and theory of samdhis in drama see S. LIENHARD, Plot Development in

Classical Indian Drama, IT 2 (1974), p. 135 ff. and M. Ch. BYRSKI, Methodology of the
Analysis of Sanskrit Drama, Warsaw 1979, p. 61 ff.

10 K. KRISHNAMOORTHY, Essays in Sanskrit Criticism, Dharwar 1974, p. 242.
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favoured and occur in most poems:of the major form. Examples are those
mentioned in Dandin's Kavyadarsa I, 16-17 of a city, the sea, a mountain, a season,
the rising of the sun or moon, a park, the games (of the beauties in the women's
quarters) in the water, a carousal, the first blossoming of love (purvaraga), love in
union (sambhogasrngara) and love in separation (vipralambhasrhgara), a wedding,
the birth of a prince, a council (of the king) with his ministers, the despatch of a
message, a battle, and descriptions of the successes (abhyudaya) achieved by the
hero. Descriptions such as these normally require one, two or more stanzas but can
on occasions extend over a whole sargai In the latter case, when the whole canto
deals with one single theme, we have what is in fact a samghata, which is one of the
most important forms of laghukavya, as we saw in chapter III.11 The description is a
poem within the poem which can be removed from its context and its aesthetic
qualities enjoyed separately, like a muktaka. The only difference between a sarga of
this type and a true samghata is that the opening stanza or stanzas of the former
usually contain an explanation of why the poet has chosen this particular theme.12

Another characteristic of every canto in a long poem is that it is written in the same
metre except for the last stanzas, which are always in a different metre. As the word
sarga is derived from the root srj, "release from oneself, "create", the real meaning
of the term is "creation". It is quite possible that in older times the essential element
in mahakavya was felt to be the single canto, especially when the stanzas in it dealt
with only one theme. According to this conception, mahakavya would have arisen
from the single act of creation the product of which - the sargas - were linked
together13 into a long poem (sargabandha) by the poet. Just as the multiple-stanza
type of laghukavya originated in the muktaka, so the major form of kavya is built
up of smaller units - the sargas.

As we have seen, the single stanza is the central point around which poetic
technique is built. It is given verbal polish by the addition of figures (alamkara) at
the poet's discretion, and it is couched in a suitable sentiment (rasa). Furthermore,
since the technique of the implied (dhvani) which was so popular in lyrical poetry
had also gained a foothold in mahakavya, it is not unusual to find a second or even
a third meaning hidden behind the plain statement./As in muktaka and yugmaka we
can observe a clear tendency to let the length of the sentence and the stanza
coincide. It is also noticeable that the inner coherence of a stanza or a canto is
maintained not so much by the progress of the action as by the sentiment (rasa) that
runs through the sarga or the whole poem. Cantos, which must not be too long14,
usually consist of from thirty to seventy stanzas linked together partly by the fact

11 Seep. 104 ff.
12 According to the plan: Now the hero beholds the mountain named N.N. Description of

the mountain - Now the hero enters the town N.N. Description of the town - Then spring
came. Description of spring. There is an introductory stanza at the beginning of each of the six
sections in the Rtus, although such introductions are not customary in samghata.

13 Skt. bandh, "bind".
14 Kavyad. 1, 18.
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that each canto is written in one metre and partly by the artificial linking devices
previously described.15

The titles of the mahakavyas that have come down to us are not always definitive,
as a number of works have two or more different names. The title is generally
connected with the hero of the work (Gltagovinda, "The [Much-]Sung Govinda"),
the hero's beloved (Janakiharana, "The Abduction of Sita)" or the main characters
(Kiratarjuniya, "[The Poem] about Arjuna and the Kirata"). It may also take its
title from the name of the hero's adversary, the expressed aim of the action (Sisu-
palavadha, "The Killing of Sisupala"), the theme (Raghuvamsa, "The Raghu
Clan") or simply the name of the author (Bhattikavya, "Bhatti's Poem").

3. Sargabandhas before Kaliddsa

The early history of the sargabandha is lost in the mists of time. As already
noticed, we must assume that this sort of poetry was above all a continuation of the
epos which, however, was gradually transformed into the strictly applied form of
metrical mahakavya due to the influence of short poetry. The extensive extempori-
zations of epic poetry, which obeyed less strict linguistic and aesthetic criteria, were
replaced by the more elaborate detail of the consciously poetic long poem whose
technique and aesthetic standards were directly derived from those of the short
poem. Poetry of the minor form is also older than metrical mahakavya; indeed, it
must be considered the basis of all classical poetry. On the other hand, it was not
until later times that developments in kavya broke through the metrical framework,
creating a new and more difficult form of literature - prose mahakavya. A
combination of rhapsodic, epic poetry and kavya can be discerned in numerous
passages of the Ramayana and, to a lesser extent, in the Mahabharata, too. In the
Ramayana in particular a number of sequences are written in the early kavya style
which abstains from the often spontaneous art of recitation as practised by the
rhapsodists. Instead, it is reminiscent in many respects of the descriptions of seasons
found in the Rtusamhara16 and tne poetry of Asvaghosa. The typically descriptive
passages, which make use of the themes employed in kavya, do not compress them,
however, but significantly enough follow the older practice of using them
consecutively, one after the other.17 Although all these cases are later insertions, the
fact that they exist in the epics clearly shows the overlap between later epics and
early classical poetry in the spirit of.kavya. Indian tradition regards Valmlki as the
adikavi, "the first (classical) poet", and the Ramayana, which is ascribed to him, as
the adikavya, "the first (great) poem". In reality, however, it is only to a very
limited extent that genuine features of kavya are to be found in the Ramayana.
There are even fewer in the Mahabharata which, little changed in form or linguistic
dress, is a better representative of the basic epic type than Valmlki's shorter work.

15 Seep. 105 f.
16 See p. 108 f.
17 Cf.p.26f.
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The Ramayana possesses greater unity, yet it must be acknowledged that at least the
most recent parts use an advanced metrical technique, phrases, similes, etc. which
do not belong to the epics but are unmistakably derived from Sanskrit poetic
language.18 Although the two epics can thus not be termed kavya, their influence on

Jater poets was very considerable; later generations of writers liked to turn to the
Mahabharata and the Ramayana for material for their dramas and long poems. Epic
poetry disappeared entirely in the following eras, but flowered again in a new
disguise as narrative literature in Sanskrit and Prakrit. Even if it sometimes
approaches the realms of classical poetry, its language is not so elaborately polished
as in kavya, from which it is also distinguishable by the fact that the action is given
greater prominence and is presented on an epic scale.

The oldest mahakavyas we possess are the Buddhacarita, "The Life of the
Buddha", and the Saundarananda, "Beautiful Nanda", by the Buddhist poet
Asvaghosa.19 This poet, who cannot have lived before the 1st or after the second
quarter of the 2nd century A.D., was born in Saketa in the midland country
(Madhyadesa), grew up as a Brahman and was given the education of a learned
Brahman based on a broad study of literary and scientific texts, as many passages in
his work reveal.20 Originally perhaps a Sivaite21, he was later converted to
Buddhism, reputedly by a monk named Parsva. While it is certain that Asvaghosa
embraced Hinayana, it is a great deal more difficult to discover to what sect he
belonged due to the paucity of material available. It seems probable that he adhered
to either the Bahusmtika branch of the Mahasanghikas or to one of their
predecessors. Buddhist tradition honours Asvaghosa as one of the supremely
important monks, indeed as the patriarch of late Buddhism, but confuses the poet
with one or two other Asvaghosas to whom various works of Buddhist doctrine are
attributed. Taranatha, the Tibetan historian, differentiates between three people
known by the poet's name. The author of the famous Mahayanasraddhotpadasastra,
concerning the "Awakening of the Mahayana Faith", lived several centuries later
than the great poet, whose literary output includes a number of Buddhist stotras and
the drama Sariputra in addition to the two poems already mentioned. Some stanzas
signed Asvaghosa are also to be found in anthologies, but it is doubtful whether
these are authentic. The poem Saundarananda and the drama Sariputra show very
clearly that the poet's main preoccupation was with the theme of conversion to the
faith, which is in full agreement with the fact that Asvaghosa used the literary form

18 As examples may be mentioned: Clouds form ladders (meghasopana); women's breasts
may be compared to golden pitchers (kucau suvarnakalasopamau); the cries of peacocks
(mayurakekd), velvet-mites (see p. 23, note 66) (indragopa) and flocks of herons (bald-
kapahkti) appear as precursors of the monsoon; cf. also A.B. KEITH, A History of Sanskrit
Literature, p. 44.

"9 Seep. 132.
20 Asvaghosa's use of language and his similes indicate familiarity with the Vedas, the

Upanisads, ritual literature, the Manusmrti, both the epics, Nyaya, Samkhya and other
philosophical systems.

2 ' At any rate, according to the Chinese tradition.
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as a means of disseminating religious propaganda. In the last two stanzas of the
Saundarananda (XVIII, 63 f.) he expressly declares that he has not written the poem
merely for pleasure but to teach salvation. Whereas early Buddhism had up till then
eschewed poetic and other arts, Asvaghosa wrote poems in the kavya genre with
which his Brahman upbringing had made him familiar, although he used them
solely to further the dissemination of the faith. As we have seen, classical poetry was
also used to impart instruction, but, in accordance with the nature of the genre, to
impart it in a gentle manner that would prove attractive to the reader or listener:

ity esa vyupasantaye na rataye moksarthagarbha krtih
srotfnam grahanartham anyamanasam kavyopacarat krta /

yan moksat krtam anyad atra hi maya tat kavyadharmat krtam
patum tiktam ivausadham madhuyutam hrdyam katham syad iti //

prayenalokya lokam visayaratiparam moksat pratihatam
kavyavyajena tattvam kathitam iha maya moksah param iti /

tad buddhva samikam yat tad avahitam ito grahyam na lalitam
pamsubhyo dhatujebhyo niyatam upakaram camikaram iti //

"This poem, dealing thus with the subject of Salvation, has been written in the Kavya
style, not to give pleasure, but to further the attainment of tranquillity and with the
intention of capturing hearers devoted to other things. For, that I have handled other
subjects in it besides Salvation is in accordance with the laws of Kavya poetry to make it
palatable, as sweet is put into a bitter medicine to make it drinkable. - Since I saw mankind
mainly given over to the pleasures of the objects of the senses and averse from Salvation, I
have here told of the ultimate truth under the guise of a Kavya, considering Salvation to be
supreme. Let the reader understand this and study attentively in it that which leads to
tranquillity and not that which is merely pleasurable, as only the residue of gold is taken
after it has been separated from the metal dust."22

The Saundarananda23, which was probably written before the Buddhacarita, was
only discovered in 1908 and there are Tibetan and Chinese translations of it. In it,

22 Translat ion from E.H. J O H N S T O N , T h e Saundarananda of Asvaghosa. Critically edited
and translated with notes ..., Lahore 1928 and Delhi-Patna-Varanasi 1975 (reprint).

23 Ed.: H A R A P R A S A D A SHASTRT, Calcut ta 1910 (Bibl. Ind. 192, N.S. 1251); E.H.
J O H N S T O N , 2 parts, Lahore 1928 (text) and 1932 (translation), (reprint) Delhi 1975 (text and
transl) ; S.N. C A U D H A R T , Bhagalpur 1948 (with transl. into Hindi) .
Lit.: E. H U L T Z S C H , Zu Asvaghosa's Saundarananda, Z D M G 72 (1918), p . I l l ff., 73 (1919),
p. 229 ff., 74 (1920), p . 293 ff; A. G A W R O N S K I , Notes on the Saundarananda, R O 6 (1926), p .
219 ff.; G. T u c c i , No te sul Saundarananda Kavya di Asvaghosa, RSO 10 (1923/25), p . 145
ff; B. B H A T T A C H A R Y A , Asvaghosa's Saundara-Nanda 6, 18, Festschrift Nobel , 1963, p. 42 ff;
D. SCHLINGLOFF, Asvaghosa's Saundarananda in Ajanta, W Z K S 19 (1975), p . 85 ff.
Translat ions: E.H. J O H N S T O N , Lahore 1932, Delhi 1975; S.N. C A U D H A R T (Hindi).
General studies on Asvaghosa: B.C. L A W , Asvaghosa, Calcut ta 1946 (Rocal Asiatic Society of
Bengal Monograph Series 1); B. B H A T T A C H A R Y A , Asvaghosa: a critical study of his authent ic
kavyas, and the apocryphal w o r k s . . . , Santiniketan 1976.
Essays: S. L E V I , Au tou r d 'Asvaghosa, JA 214/15 (1929), p . 255 ff; C.W. G U R N E R , T h e
Psychological Simile in Asvaghosa, JASB 26 (1930), p . 175 ff; B.C. L A W , Asvaghosa the
Poet, IC 3 (1936), p . 127 ff; E.J. T H O M A S , Asvaghosa and Alamkara , IC 13 (1947), p . 143 ff;
A.A.G. B E N N E T T , T h e Works of Asvaghosa, Mahabodhi 72 (1964), p . 244 ff.
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the poet retells a well-known tale from the Jakatas, the Udana and the commentary
to the Dhammapada. It is the story of the conversion of the young Nanda, a half-
brother of Buddha, whose senses have long been held in thrall by worldly pleasures
and his love for his beautiful wife Sundari. Finally, however, he is converted by
Buddha and becomes a holy man who preaches the faith. There are eighteen sargas
in the work. As the titles given in the colophons indicate, the first half describes the
city of Kapilavastu (I), King Suddhodana (II), the Tathagata (III), Sundarl's bargain
(IV), the initiation of Nanda (V), Sundarl's despair (VI), Nanda's lamentations
(VII), woman the obstacle (VIII), the denunciation of conceit (IX), the vision of
paradise (X) and the drawbacks of paradise (XI). The remainng seven sargas,
however, which are mainly devoted to a discourse on the Buddhist path, describe
Nanda's discernment (XII), the discipline and conquest of the senses (XIII), the first
steps to be taken by Nanda (XIV), the emptying of the mind (XV), the Four Noble
Truths (XVI), Nanda's entry into the path of salvation (XVII) and Nanda's
declaration of insight (XVIII).

The. Buddhacarita24 was discovered in 1892 and, as the title states, it relates the
life of Buddha. The Chinese and Tibetan translations comprise 28 chapters, taking
the story up to the final extinction (mahaparinirvana) of the Buddha, but in the
Sanskrit original only thirteen sargas and the beginning of a fourteenth have been
preserved. The Sanskrit cantos describe: Gautama's birth (I), life in the palace (II),
the prince's perturbation on coming across an old, a diseased and a dead man (III),
the rejection of women (IV), the flight on horseback (V), the dismissal of the royal
groom Chandaka (VI), Gautama's entry into a penance grove (VII), the lamenta-
tions in the palace (VIII), the deputation of the minister and the royal family priest
to lead the prince back (IX), the visit of King Srenya of Magadha to the prince (X),
the renunciation of passion (XI), Gautama's visit to the hermitage of the sage Arada
(XII), the defeat of Mara (XIII) and the enlightenment of Gautama, now become
Buddha (XIV).

24 Ed.: E.B. COWELL, Oxford 1893 (Anecdota Oxoniensa, Aryan Series 1); G.R. NANDAR-
GIRKAR, Poona 1911; E.H. JOHNSTON, 2 parts, Lahore 1936, (reprint) Delhi 1972 (edited and
translated); S.N. CAUDHART, Benares 19553 (Cantos 1-14, with transl. into Hindi); F.
WELLER, Das Leben des Buddha, I, Leipzig 1926, II, Leipzig 1928 (Tibetan text with German
transl.).
Lit.: E. LEUMANN, Some Notes on Asvaghosa's Buddhacharita, WZKM 7 (1893), p. 193 f.; A.
GAWRONSKI, Gleanings from Asvaghosa's Buddhacarita, RO 1 (1914/15), p. 1 ff.; F. WELLER,
Schauplatz und Handlung im Buddhacarita, ZDMG 93 (1939), p. 306 ff.; also J. NOBEL, OLZ
1937, Sp. 451 ff. (review); F. WELLER, ZU Buddhacarita 1, 26 tibetischer Ausgabe, Asia Major
3 (1926), p. 538 ff.; F. WELLER, Zwei zentralasiatische Fragmente des Buddhacarita, ASAW,
Phil.-hist. Kl. 46,4 (1953); C. VOGEL, On the First Canto of Asvaghosa's Buddhacarita, HJ 9
(1966), p. 266 ff.
Translations: E.B. COWELL, Oxford 1894 (Buddhist Mahayana Texts, Part I); C. CAPPELLER,
Buddhas Wandel, Jena 1922; R. SCHMIDT, Buddhas Leben, Hannover 1923; E.H. JOHNSTON,
Lahore 1936, Delhi 1972; S.N. CAUDHART, Benares 1955 3 (Hindi); F. WELLER, Leipzig 1926
(Tibet, version); S. BEAL, Fo-sho-hing-tsan-king, Oxford 1883 (Sacred Books of the East 19;
Chinese version).
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Even though lengthy passages in both works, the Saundarananda in particular,
read like sermons, they both contain features typical of kavya.; We find long
descriptions of, for instance, the city of Kapilavastu (Saund. I), King Suddhodana
(Saund. II), the journey through Kapilavastu made by the prince, who is admired by
the womenfolk (Buddhac. Ill), and of the grove in which the ascetic sage Arada
dwells (Buddhac. XII). The descriptions of women, especially Sundari, and the love
scenes conform to classical standards, too; indeed, quite a number of amorous,
lyrical scenes betray the fact that the source of inspiration was that which many
writers of erotic poetry later consulted - the science of love, the kamasastra. It is
significant that Asvaghosa's writing strikes a mean between the recitative, epic style
on one hand and the careful choice of words, the plethora of artistic and learned
details of kavya on the other. The tone is often didactic, the handling of language far
from the perfection of Kalidasa, Bharavi or Magha. His lack of distance to epic
poetry is also shown by the attention he pays to plot and action. Just as in the Ra-
mayana, we find the repetition of words, which later poets regarded as a cardinal
fault, although he does endeavour to introduce variation here and there.25 Parts of
Asvaghosa's often very vivid style illustrate (another typical feature of epic poetry:
the use of the same verb in a series of different tenses, present, perfect and future, as,
for example, in yayus ca yasyanti ca yanti caiva, "they have gone, will go and (still)
go" (Saund. V, 43), or na jayaty antakam kascin najayan napi jesyati, "no one
conquers the god of death, no one has (ever) conquered (him), no one will (ever)
conquer (him)" (Saund. XV, 60). Later poets hardly ever use the same word twice in
one stanza (e.g. pahkaja, "lotus", in Buddhac. Ill, 19); the beauty of the expression
is, however, enhanced, as in Buddhac. IV, 36, by using five different compounds
containing the word padma, which also means "lotus":

kacid padmavanad etya sapadma padmalocana /
padmavaktrasya parsve 'sya padmasrir iva tasthusi /

"Another lotus-eyed damsel came from a lotus-bed with a lotus and stood by the side of the
lotus-faced prince as if she were Padmasri."26

On the other hand, both poems display a poetic technique that is already
advanced,; a more highly selective procedure as well as a tendency to use certain
stylistic devices and to play on words. One of the forms the latter takes is an often
elegant use of rupaka27 and yathasamkhya28, which are two of the favourite figures

25 Thus in Saund. 10, 28-31 a different expression for "b i rd" has been used in almost
every stanza: vihahga(ma) in 28 and 29, khaga in 30 and patatrin in 31 .

26 Translation from E.H. JOHNSTON.
27 /Metaphorical identification, for example "l iana arms" . Instances are to be found in

Asvaghosa's Buddhac. 1, 70, Saund. 3, 11 and 14.
28 " A figure consisting of ordered? sequences of terms, such as nouns and adjectives or

subjects and objects of comparison, so arranged that item one of the first sequence matches
item one of the s e c o n d , . . . and so o n " (E. G E R O W , op. cit., p . 222). Examples from Asvaghosa
in Buddhac. 5, 26 {gajamegharsabhabdhunisvanaksah, " i n arm, voice and eye resembling an
elephant, a thunder-cloud and a bull respectively)," and 42; 9, 16 and 19; Saund. 7, 13 and
17,59.
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of the poet. Labials and 1 give tenderness and charm to the expression; srastam-
sakomalalambamrdubahulatabala, "a young woman with tender armcreepers
which hung down loosely from her drooping shoulders."28a The themes, attributes,
similes and phrases typical of classical poetry appear over and over again. The
comparison of two lovers to a tree and a liana29 is a very popular one, and a face is
often compared to a lotus.50 Grammar31, medicine32 and abstract concepts33 are
also frequently employed in similes. Asvaghosa shows us clearly how, strongly
influenced by contemporary poetry that is now lost as well as by the younger,
descriptive passages of the Ramayana, poetic technique gradually developed a
framework of fixed conventions: cakravaka-ducks adorn the pool; women's breasts
are firm and may be likened to golden pitchers; the hands of the young ladies are
like lotus-calyces. Gautama Siddhartha, the later Buddha, is like the re-born god of
love;v sighing, Nanda looks at the slim priyangu-bush34 which reminds him of the
beloved he has left; on special occasions the heavens lighten, balmy breezes blow
and flowers rain down on the earth.35 We also find frequent use made of word-play,
samples of abstruse knowledge, paronomasia, grammatical jests, etc. For example,
the poet plays with the words asoka - soka, a figure known as virodhabhasa.36 In the
Buddhacarita, when the name Yasodhara, the consort of the Sakya prince, appears,
it is generally in conjunction with some other compound ending in °dhara.
Similarly, in the Saundarananda Nanda's name is frequently coupled with some
word or phrase which resembles it in sound: "Nanda was a priyanandakara (giver of
joy)"37; (na) nananda nandah, "Nanda did (not) enjoy himself'38; nandam nira-
nandam, "the joyless Nanda".39 In Saund. VII, 25^5 , Asvaghosa displays his great
familiarity with mythology and the legends by introducing into each stanza a god or
rsi who, like Nanda, had been infatuated with feminine charms. Here, too, he
manages to connect almost every name with some other expression or compound by
assonance, consonance, rhyme, etc.40 Asvaghosa has a special predilection for the
science of grammar. Buddhac. XI, 70, illustrates the unusual number of meanings of
one root by using av- in many different senses. Four different roots, each with its
own particular meaning, are to be found in the verb miyate, which is used four

28a Buddhac. 4, 30; translation from E.H. JOHNSTON, II, p. 48.
29 Saund. 4, 33 and 7, 8.
30 Buddhac. 8, 71; Saund. 4, 21 and 23; 5, 52; 6, 11.
31 Saund. 12,9-10.
32 Ibid. 16, 59-64.
33 Ibid. 2, 60 -61 .
34 Ibid. 7, 6.
35 Buddhac. 1 , 21 ; 13, 72 ; Saund. 2 , 53 f.
36 Apparent contradic t ion,
37 Saund. 4, 23.
38 Ibid. 4 , 24; 7, 1.
39 Ibid. 10, 1.
40 In the same m a n n e r Vatsabhat t i uses the word bandhu three t imes in his inscription in

the Sun Temple of Mandasore (473/74 A.D.) to give a flattering allusion to the name of the
king, Bandhuvarman. Kalidasa uses the same device, alluding to the names of princes
mentioned in Raghuv. 18 by means of similarities in word or sound.
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times in Saund. I, 15. In Saund. II, Asvaghosa gives a lead to many later poets by the
way he employs the perfect and aorist tenses of certain roots. In stanzas 7-11 we
find the, perfect, in 13-23 the s-aorist, in 24-25 the a-aorist, in 27-39 the
reduplicated aorist and in stanzas 40^4 examples of the rarely-used passive
aorist.41

Asvaghosa thereby becomes the predecessor of Bhatti and Hemacandra, who also
illustrated the rules of Sanskrit grammar and enjoyed great reputation both as poets
and as learned men. The pains taken to choose words with more than one
meaning42 and to find nominal modifiers that can refer to more than one noun are
also in accord with the aims of classical poetry. In spite of the artificial construction
of the stanzas in which - as in later kavya - we can already discern a tendency to
make the length of the sentence and the stanza coincide, the reader is surprised by
the immediacy of the presentation, which is permeated with deep feeling and often
realistic. Asvaghosa's poetry reaches its heights in, for instance, the sixth Canto of
the Saundarananda, which describes Sundarl's despair. We quote the following
stanzas:

sa bhartur abhyagamanapratiksa gavaksam akramya payodharabhyam /
dvaronmukhi harmyatalal lalambe mukhena tiryannatakundalena // 2

sa duhkhita bhartur adarsanena kamena kopena ca dahyamana /
krtva kare vaktram upopavista cintanadlm sokajalam tatara // 10

tasya mukham padmasapatnabhutam panau sthitam pallavaragatamre /
chayamayasyambhasi pankajasya babhau natam padmam ivoparistat // 11

"Resting her breasts against the window in expectation of her lord's return, she leant out
from the palace roof looking at the gateway, while her earrings dangled across her face (2).
Sorrowing at not seeing her lord and inflamed with love and wrath, she sat down with her
face resting on one hand and descended into the river of care whose water is grief (10). That
rival of the lotus, her face, appeared, as it rested on her hand coloured red as a bud, like a
lotus bent over the reflection of a lotus in the water (11)."43

The stanzas are in Upajati metre. The impressive number of metres44 used by the
poet shows that prosody must have remarkably well developed even in his day. As,
however, it still contained a number of features which subsequent generations
regarded as totally unacceptable, it later underwent further development. The
metres that Asvaghosa preferred were, firstly Upajati (936 stanzas), then AnustubtT
(679 stanzas), Vamsastha (201 stanzas), Aupacchandasika (78 stanzas) and Viyogin!
(or Sundari) (56 stanzas).

41 Whereas works on the theory of poetry seldom quote Asvaghosa, some of his stanzas are
used as examples in grammatical works. Rajasekhara's Kdvyam. (GOS, p. 18, lines 7-10)
quotes Asvaghosa (Buddhac. 8, 25) as an example of a 'poet of nouns and verbs', i.e., a
grammatical poet.

42 Thus in Buddhac. 8, 40, where nirvahayati, referring to the horse Kanthaka, literally
means "carry away", also has the meaning "leading to release" {nirvahana = moksa).

43 Translation from E.H. J O H N S T O N , The Saundarananda, etc., II, p . 31 f.
44 A list of all the metres used by Asvaghosa is to be found in E.H. JOHNSTON, The

Buddhacarita, etc., p . LXIII f.
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The opinion has long been held that during the 1st century A.D. little or no
literature was produced in India and that the flow of classical poetry, particularly
Sanskrit kavya, dried up after Asvaghosa to reappear several centuries later in a
great flowering. An important work45 by G. Biihler (who was unaware of the
existence of Asvaghosa's poetry) has, however, demonstrated that Max Miiller's
thesis of a "Renaissance of Sanskrit literature"46 is totally lacking in foundation. It
is true that we have no examples of kavya of the major form from the first few
centuries after Asvaghosa, but the same era provides us with a considerable number
of inscriptions in the kavya style. We also have numerous examples of the rich
muktaka poetry that flowered at the same time - something that was not known in
Biihler's day. While we cannot say precisely when many of these short poems were
written, the inscriptions, which are wholly or partially in metrical form, can be
dated exactly. Both genres - inscriptions and short poems - not only prove that
classical kavya existed during the first four centuries of the Christian era; they also
show that the two literary schools which furthered the Vaidarbha and the Gauda
style respectively were flourishing as early as the 4th century A.D. Particularly
famous is Harisena's panegyric on the Allahabad column praising King Samudra-
gupta's heroic deeds. It consists of nine stanzas plus a passage in poetic prose, The
inscription was probably written in 345 A.D. and it should be noted that it refers to
itself as a kavya. Court poets devoted a great deal of care (prayatna) to these
compositions. They used a number of different metres, such as Anustubh, Arya,
Indravajra, Upajati, Mandakranta, Malini, Vamsastha, Vasantatilaka, Sardulavikri-
dita, Harini, etc. and availed themselves of all the current means of ornamentation.
They incorporated descriptions of kings, towns, seasons, etc. into their inscriptions
as required by the rules of kavya and occasionally varied the text by linking up two
or more stanzas into yugalakas, visesakas or kulakas.47 Hala's Sattasai, which as we
saw48 consists mainly of poems from the 1st to 4th centuries A.D., undeniably
confirms the existence of a wealth of muktaka poetry at this time.

4. The Six Great Sargabandhas

From what has been said in the previous section we may unhesitatingly assume
that Asvaghosa was not the only poet of the major form who was active during the
1st century A.D. However, no examples of mahakavya written between Asvaghosa's
death and the end of the 4th century have survived. So much more perfect is the
mahakavya we suddenly meet at the beginning of the 5th century. It is not only that
the earliest two sargabandhas to have been preserved, Kalidasa's Kumarasambhava

4 5 G. B U H L E R , Die indischen Inschriften und das Al ter der indischen Kunstpoes ie , S A W W
122(1890).

4 6 M A X . M U L L E R , India, what it can teach us, p. 281 ff.
4 7 Cf. p. 66 f.
4« See p . 80 f.
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and Raghuvamsa, are masterpieces; after Kalidasa there welled forth a mighty and
never-ceasing flood of kavya in all genres - laghukavya, multiple-stanza poems and
poetry of the major form.

In this section we shall deal chiefly with those masterpieces known to Indian
tradition as the six great mahakavyas. They are the two sargabandhas already
mentioned, Kalidasa's (1) Kumarasambhava and (2) Raghuvamsa plus (3) Bha-
ravi's Kiratarjuniya, (4) Magha's Sisupalavadha, (5) Bhatti's Ravanavadha (also
known as the Bhattikavya) and (6) Sriharsa's Naisadhacarita (also called the
Naisadhiya). Tradition also includes Kalidasa's Meghaduta among these masterpie-
ces of classical poetry, but we must regard it as a multiple-stanza poem rather than
a sargabandha. On the other hand, Bhatti's Ravanavadha is often excluded from
these six.

The life and works of Kalidasa (about 400 A.D.) have already been summarized.49

We saw that Kalidasa, who wrote his poetry at a time when Sanskrit was no longer a
living language, is generally acknowledged to be the greatest of the Old Indian poets.
He is especially praised for the balance of his presentation and its freedom from
excesses, for the refinement with which he employs poetic devices and for the
unsurpassed clarity and purity of his language, which is a model of the most
beautiful and perfect Vaidarbha style.50 The Kumarasambhava is the earlier of
Kalidasa's two metrical mahakavyas, the Raghuvamsa is a later, possibly his last
work.51 The iKumarasambhava52 is an account of the diversity of events leading to
the birth of Kumara, the god of war, but ends long before he is born. The matter is
of mythological origin: once more the position and power of the gods is being
threatened by a demon who is struggling hard to rise up. The gods decide that only
Siva, who is mightier than Brahma and Visnu themselves, can help them out of
their predicament, but he is in the Himalaya practising strict asceticism. Siva's self-
imposed meditation and pious penance must not be disturbed, but, according to the

49 Seep . 115 f.
50 Seep . 18, note 51.
51 For general studies on Kalidasa see H A R I C H A N D , Kalidasa et l'art poetique de l ' lnde,

Paris 1917; A. HILLEBRANDT, Kalidasa. Versuch zu seiner literarischen Wiirdigung, Breslau
1921 (English transl. by S.N. G H O S H A L , Calcutta 1971); S.K. D E , Kalidasa IHQ 16 (1940), p .
385 ff.; B.S. U P A D H Y A Y A , India in Kalidasa, Allahabad 1947, 19682 ; V.V. MIRASHI and N.R.
M A V L E K A R , Kalidasa: date, life and works, Bombay 1969; and S.P. N A R A N G , Kalidasa
Bibliography, Delhi 1976. Moreover see the following works, not contained in Narang's
bibliography: C.W. G U R N E R , Psychological Imagery in Kalidasa, JASB 9 (1943), p. 191 ff.;
M. H I R I Y A N N A , Sanskrit studies, Mysore, no date (contains articles on Kalidasa the man,
Kalidasa the poet, the vocabulary of the Meghaduta, etc.); T.K. RAMACHANDRA A I Y A R , A
concordance of Kalidasa's poems, Madras 1952; R. C H O W D H A R Y , Bihar in Kalidasa's works,
JBORS 41 (1955), p . 262 ff.; K. R A T N A M , Kalidasa and the problems of women of his t ime,
IOC 1960, 4, p . 213 ff.; E.R. SRIKRISHNA S A R M A , Kalidasa-Samiksa, Tirupati 1962; D.
S A R M A , On the nature of the supreme being in Kalidasa, J U G 14 (1963), p. 29 ff; P.K.
N A R A Y A N A PILLAI , Kalidasa: An assessment by Anandavardhana, BDC 25 (Silver Jubilee
Vol.), p . 97 ff.; D. S A R M A , An interpretative study of Kalidasa, Varanasi 1968; K.
KRISHNAMOORTHY, Kalidasa, New York 1972, Delhi-Varanasi-Patna 1982; B.R. Y A D A V , A
critical study of the sources of Kalidasa, Delh i . . .1974; M. M I S H R A , Metres of Kalidasa,
Delhi 1977; G. V E R M A , H u m o u r in Kalidasa, Delhi-Lucknow 1981. Cf. p . 113 f., note 173.



172 S. Lienhard • A History of Classical Poetry

plan drawn up by Lord Indra, Kama, the god of love, is to set the almighty god's
heart on fire with love for Uma, the beautiful "daughter of the mountain".53 The
union of Siva and Uma is to result in the birth of the god of war, the saviour of the
gods, who will destroy the dangerous demon. A searing glance of wrath from the
third eye of Siva reduces the god of love to a pile of ashes before the latter, who is
accompanied by his wife Rati and Spring, is able to shoot the arrow of love at Siva.
Rati breaks into a moving lament, but Uma now succeeds in winning the affection
of the crusty, disapproving god by self-renunciation and an asceticism as great as his
own. In summer the girl bravely endures the heat that arises from four fiery places,
unperturbed, she sits meditating in pouring rain during the monsoon, she spends
winter nights in icy-cold water. Their hearts finally unite when Siva, disguised as a
hermit, learns of Uma's burning love for him. He courts her through ArundhatI54

and the Seven Seers and a magnificent wedding brings this somewhat unusual love
story to an end.

There are only eight sargas in the Kumarasambhava.55 Prudish critics only
recognize the first seven as authentic and maintain that the eighth, which is highly

52 Ed.: A. S T E N Z L E R , London 1838 (Cantos I—VIII, with translat ion into Latin); V I T T H A L A
SASTRT, Benares 1866/7 (The Pandit 1, CantosVIII-XVII) ; G A N A P A T I SASTRT, Tr ivandrum
1913/14 (Cantos I-VIII; TSS 27, 32, 36); M.R. K A L E , Bombay 1917 (Cantos I-VII), 1923
(Cantos I-VIII; both with English translation); V.L.S. P A N S I K A R , Bombay 1 9 3 0 " (NSP); A.
S C H A R P E , Kalidasa-Lexicon, I: Basic text of the works, Part III: Kumarasambhava , Megha-
duta, R tusamhara and incerta, Brugge 1958, and II: References and concordance of
quotat ions, Part I: Rtusamhara , Meghaduta , Kumarasambhava , Raghuvamsa, Brugge 1975;
M.S.N. M U R T I , Kalidasa 's Kumarasambhava with the commenta ry of Vallabhadeva,
Wiesbaden 1980 (Verzeichnis der orientalischen Handschriften in Deutschland, Suppl. Bd.
20,1). Cf. also S.P. N A R A N G , Kalidasa Bibliography, Delhi 1976, p . 102 ff. - Lit.: S.P.
N A R A N G , loc. cit.; A. W E B E R , Indische Streifen 3 (1879), p . 217 ff. and 241 ff.; P.S.
SUBRAHMANYA S A S T R I , Some riddles in the Kumarasambhava , M. Hir iyanna C o m m e m .
Vol., London 1920; S.P. B H A T T A C H A R Y Y A , A note on Kalidasa 's Kumarasambhava -
Whethe r Cantos I X - X X I I are from his pen? AIOC 1926, 1, p . 43 f.; S. S U N D A R A C H A R ,
H u m o u r in the Kumarasambhava unveiled, J O R M 6 (1932), p . 1 ff.; K. BALASUBRAHMANYA
A I Y A R , Literary note, J O R M 11 (1937), p . 66 ff. (discusses Kumaras . 1, 2); P.S.
SUBRAHMANYA SASTRI , Kumarasambhava , A Study, J A U 13 (1944), p . 19 ff.; C.K. R A J A ,
T h e political allegory in Kalidasa's Kumarasambhava , R.K. Mookerji Vol. (Bharatakau-
mudi) 1945/47; H. H E N S G E N , Das Verhaltnis des Amaras imha zu Kalidasa, dargestellt an
einer Untersuchung des Kumarasambhava 1-8, Z D M G 104 (1954), p . 377 ff.; S.P.
B H A T T A C H A R Y Y A , T h e authorship of the latter half of the Kumarasambhava , JASB 20
(1954), p . 313 ff.; R.S. B E T A I , Matsya Purana and Kumarasambhava , J U B 30 (1961), p . 39
ff.; S U R Y A K A N T A , Kalidasa's vision of Kumarasambhava , Delhi 1963. - Translat ions: A.
STENZLER, London 1838 (Latin); R.T.H. G R I F F I T H , T h e Birth of the War-God, London
18792 ; A.W. R Y D E R , Translat ions of Shakuntala and other works, London-New York 1912,
1920, 1928; O. W A L T E R , Der Kumarasambhava oder die Gebur t des Kriegsgottes, Munich -
Leipzig 1913; M.R. K A L E , Bombay 1917, 1923; B. T U B I N I , La Naissance de Kumara , Paris
1958 5 (songs I-VII only).

53 I.e., the Himalaya .
54 T h e wife of the seer Vasistha; cf. p. 29.
55 According to Pratiharenduraja, a writer named Udbha t a (8th century A.D.) wrote a

poem with the same title. Stanzas from this poem are in Udbhata ' s book on poetry, the Kd-
vydlamkdrasamgraha.
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erotic, observes the rules of kamasastra and describes the love-games and union of
Siva and Uma, was written by someone other than Kalidasa.56 The first Canto
describes the Himalaya as well as the birth and youth of Uma. Stanzas 33—49 give a
portrayal of her body beginning with her feet and ending with the crown of her
head. Although we have few examples of these detailed descriptions of women in
mahakavyas, the "description from foot to hair-ends" (padadikesantavarnana) is a
popular means of linking muktakas together in love poetry.57 Canto II describes the
council of the gods; Canto III how Siva burns the love god; Canto IV the pathetic
lamentation of Rati; Canton V the strict asceticism practised by Uma, which
gradually mollifies the god; Canto VI Siva's courtship; Canto VII the wedding of
Siva and Uma and Canto VIII the love-games of the newly-wedded couple. As
prescribed by the rules of kavya, the poem contains several long descriptive
passages; furthermore, each canto is written in a different metre, though this is
varied in the final stanzas. It has been noted that it is often more closely related
to the theme than the body of the song.58 The following two stanzas from the fifth
Canto, in which Uma mortifies her flesh, here given with D.H.H. Ingall's translation
and commentary59, are quoted as an illustration of the poet's superb verbal art:

nikamatapta vividhena vahnina nabhascarenendhanasambhrtena sa /
tapatyaye varibhir uksita navair bhuva sahosmanam amuncad urdhvagam // 23

sthitah ksanam paksmasu taditadharah payodharotsedhanipatacurnitah /
valisu tasyah skhalitah prapedire cirena nabhim prathamodabindavah // 24

Still sat Uma though scorched by various flame
Of solar fire and fires of kindled birth,

Until at summer's end the waters came.
Steam rose from her body as it rose from earth.

With momentary pause the first drops rest
Upon her lash then strike her nether lip,

Fracture upon the highland of her breast,
Across the ladder of her waist then trip

And slowly at her navel come to rest.

"The beauty of the verses in the original derives from the association through
suggestion of numerous harmonious ideas. In the first place we have a princess
beautiful by the strict conventions of Indian art, meditating in the rain. Her

56 The authenticity of the 8th Sarga is shown by the fact that Mallinatha includes it in his
commentary and also by the fact that it is qoted in Vamana's Kdvydlamkdrasutravrtti,
Dhananjaya's Dasarupaka, Visvanatha's Sdhityadarpana and Bhoja's Sarasvatlkanthdbha-
rana as well as in works of lexicography.

57 T h e use of these descriptions was continued in classical Hindi poetry and we find
nakhasikha descriptions, i.e., "descript ions (of the beloved) from (toe-)nails to the crown of
the head" both in long poems and in anthologies.

58 A.B. K E I T H , A History of Sanskrit Literature, p . 92.
59 D.H.H. INGALLS, A n Anthology of Sanskrit Cou i j Poetry. Vidyakara 's 'Subhasi taratna-

kosa', Cambridge, Mass. 1965 (HOS 44), p . 28 f.
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eyelashes must be long and curling up at the tips in order to hold the drops of rain
for a moment before they fall. Her nether lip must be pouting like a bimba fruit to
catch the drops from her lashes. Her breasts must be large, so large as to touch one
another; otherwise the rain from her lip would fall between them. And they are high
and hard, for the raindrops fracture upon them. In order for the drops to trip across
the ladder of her waist it must have the three small folds that are so admired by the
erotic poet. And her navel must be deep.

Next, the verses inform us that this is no ordinary princess. She is the perfect
yogini. The Gita informs us that the yogi must be beyond the duality of pleasure
and pain (Gita 2.38, 2.56, 5.20), of heat and cold (Gita 6.7). Our princess remains
motionless throughout the passage. She is unaffected by the heat of summer or the
delicious coolness of the rain. The Gita also tells us that when in meditation the
yogi must hold his head, neck and torso in a perfect line (Gita 6.13). The geography
of the falling raindrops informs us that this must here be the case.

A princess who is a perfect yogini. But she is more. The 'highland of her breast'
hints at the fact that she is a power of nature. She is the daughter of Himalaya not
only in name. Or is she more than that? In the popular religion, Uma is the mother-
goddess. The very word Uma, despite the fanciful etymology that Kalidasa gives it,
is simply an ancient word for mother. She is the goddess of earth and fertility. And
so her appearance is described as a sort of double, an anthropomorph, of the earth.
The steam rises from her silent body just as it rises from the parched earth when the
monsoon breaks. The rain courses down her just as it courses over the face of the
earth we walk on, softening it and making it able to bear our crops.

The poet offers us these suggestions, facilitating our comprehension by words and
phrases that one might call signposts. The association or sorting of the suggestions
he leaves to our fancy, but we can gain indications of his intention from the
context."

The fact that Kalidasa did not continue the story of the Kumarasambhava up to
the birth of the god of war but ended it with the description of Siva and Uma's
marital pleasures has given rise to the faulty conclusion that this kavya is an
unfinished poem, or even that it might be the poet's last, uncompleted, work.
However, it was evidently not Kalidasa's intention to write a work centering round
a conflict with the demon Taraka, describing the anxiety of the gods, the
overweening pride of the demon and rising to a climax in Taraka's overthrow. In
that case he would probably have called the poem something like Tarakavadha,
"The Killing of Taraka", or Parajitataraka, "Taraka Defeated". As the overall plan
of the work reveals, what Kalidasa set out to write was quite simply a love poem. It
is the story of the love of Siva and Uma into which is woven the motif of the birth of
Kumara as the noble fruit of this love.60 "In the eighth Sarga the Kumarasambhava

60 Also worthy of attention is the fact that, as J. FILLIOZAT pointed out in his essay On the
Goddess in Saiva, Sakta and Kaumara Religions (in print), "the Goddess herself, even when
her intercourse with Siva is described in the literature, never gets a full maternal function. She
never becomes pregnant, never bears an embryo in her womb and never really gives birth to
the beings who are termed her sons."



Poetry of the Major Form - Sargabandha 175

comes to a natural conclusion in the description of the marital pleasures of the
young couple and their wedding journey after the Gandhamadana. The magnificent
description of sunset, nightfall and moonrise is, as it were, a sublime and tranquil
final scene in which the poet once again uses all the colours at his disposal to
portray its splendour. Sriharsa ends his Naisadhlya in a similar way, with a
description of the evening, the night, moonrise and the moon itself. After regarding
these beautiful natural phenomena Parvati (Uma) loses the last traces of her
timidity and shyness of her husband and gives free rein to her burning love. A love
poem about two supreme gods could hardly have a better ending. We must therefore
assume that in the eight cantos of the Kumarasambhava we have the contents of
Kalidasa's work complete."61 Indian editions of the poem nevertheless gener-
ally contain a continuation consisting of a further nine cantos which, in H. Ja-
cobi's opinion, were written several centuries later by a poet who probably spoke
Marathl.62 The style in which they are composed bears a close resemblance to
Kalidasa's and they carry the action forward not only to the birth of Kumara, but
right up to the killing of Taraka,\ thus far exceeding the scope of the title. How-
ever, the poetic value of these nine spurious cantos is not great.

The Raghuvamsa63 was written after the Kumarasambhava and is probably an
incomplete work. There are nineteen cantos extant. The last of these, however, has
a tragic ending, not the happy one that an important rule requires. H. Jacobi
therefore considers that "a small portion of the poem is missing, probably only the
final canto)) The whole design of the work leads to this conclusion."64 As the title

61 H. JACOBI , Die Epen Kalidasa's , in: Verhandlungen des 5. Internat ionalen Orientali-
stenkongresses, 2, II, 2, Berlin 1882, p. 147 f. (Kleine Schriften I, p . 423 f.).

62 Ibid., p . 144 f (Kleine Schriften I, p . 420 f.).
63 Ed.: A. STENZLER, London 1832 (with translation into Latin); K.P. P A R A B a,nd V.L.S

PANSIKAR, Bombay 1916 (NSP); Benares 1953 3 (Kasi-Samskrta-Granthamala 51); G.R.
N A N D A R G I K A R , The Raghuvamsa of Kalidasa, De lh i . . .1982^ (with English translation); A.
SCHARPE, Kalidasa-Lexicon, I: Basic text of the works, Part IV, Brugge 1964, and II, Part I:
Rtusamhara , Meghaduta , Kumarasambhava , Raghuvamsa, Brugge 1975; cf. also S.P.
N A R A N G , Kalidasa Bibliography, Delhi 1976, p . 70 ff. - Lit.: S.P. N A R A N G , loc. cit.; A.
G A W R O N S K I , The digvijaya of Raghu and some connected problems, R O 1 (1914/15), p . 43
ff.; K. BALASUBRAHMANYA I Y E R , Literary notes, J O R M 5 (1931), p . 125 ff. (analysis of
Raghuvamsa 6, 85); K. BALASUBRAHMANYA A I Y A R , Literary note, J O R M 10 (1936), p . 177
ff. (on Raghuvamsa 7, 3); C.K. R A J A , The genuine part of Kalidasa's Raghuvamsa is only the
first nine cantos, IOC 1951, II, p . 470 ff.; S.V. S O H O N Y , Raghuvamsa as a source-book of
Gup ta history, S.K. Belvalkar Felic. Vol., Benares 1957; V. R A G H A V A N , Raghuvamsa 12, 2 1 ,
A O R M 13 (1957), p . 82 ff.; L.G. P A R A B , The problem of spurious verses in Kalidasa's
Raghuvamsa, AIOC 1961, II, Part I, p . 50 ff.; P. R A N G A N A T H A N , Kalidasa's Raghuvamsa: a
study, Delhi 1964; R. M I S H R A , A critical evaluation of the theory and practice of kingship as
revealed in the Raghuvamsa, JGJh 23 (1967), p. 113 ff. - Translat ions: A. STENZLER, London
1832 (Latin); P. D E L A C Y J O H N S T O N E , The Raghuvamsa: the story of Raghu 's line, London
1902; A.W. R Y D E R , Translat ions of Shakuntala and other works, London-New York 1912,
1920, 1928; O. W A L T E R , Raghuvamscha oder Raghus S tamm, Munich-Leipzig 1914; L.
R E N O U , Le Raghuvamga (La lignee des fils du soleil), Paris 1928; G.R. N A N D A R G I K A R ,
De lh i . . .1971; R. A N T O I N E , Raghuvamsa: the dynasty of Raghu, Calcutta 1972.

64 H. JACOBI , op. cit., p . 149 (= Kleine Schriften I, p . 425).
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indicates, the poem relates the story of the Raghu dynasty. The poet allows a long
series of kings of the Ayodhya Sun Dynasty to pass in review before our eyes. It is a
broad poetic chronicle beginning with King Dilipa, the father of Raghu, and
continuing down to Agnivarna, a weak, loose-living, consumptive ruler. In the first
two-thirds of the poem the descriptions of kings are fairly detailed, but towards the
end of the work, particularly in Sarga XVIII, their careers are only lightly sketched.
A great deal of space is devoted to the most important ruler of the Raghu dynasty,
King Rama, an incarnation of Visnu. A long section, Cantos X to XV, recounts the
complete story of the Ramayana. The dynastic succession given by Kalidasa agrees
most closely to those found in the Vayu- and in the Bengali versions of the
Visnupurana. Canto I describes the arrival of the then childless Dilipa at the
hermitage of the sage Vasistha65; Canto II, the granting of Dillpa's wish by Nandini;
Canto III, the consecration of Raghu; Canto IV, Raghu's campaign to conquer the
world; Canto V, the departure of Aja for the ceremony during which the young
Indumat! made her choice of husband (svayamvara); Canto VI, Indumatl's choice;
Canto VII, the marriage of Aja and Indumati; Canto VIII, Aja's lament on the
sudden death of his consort; Canto IX, the hunt of Dasaratha, the father of Rama;
Canto X, Rama's descent (avatara) to the earth; Canto XI, the marriage of Rama
and Slta; Canto XII, the killing of Ravana, the abductor of Slta; Canto XIII,
Rama's return to the forest of Dandaka; Canto XIV, Rama casts off Slta; Canto
XV, the Ascension of Rama; Canto XVI, the marriage of Kusa, one of Rama's
sons, and KumudvatI; Canto XVII, the story of Atithi, one of Rama's grandsons;
Canto XVIII, Rama's descendants and Canto XIX, the life of the libertine
Agnivarna, to whom a child was born posthumously.

In order to avoid the monotony which might easily arise in the description of a
long series of rulers, Kalidasa has been careful to vary the themes in the different
sargas: the scene in Canto I is set in a peaceful hermitage whereas Canto II is martial
in character; other sargas have an amorous tone, or describe match-making,
weddings, consecrations, deaths, etc. In Canto XIX there is a short description of
the seasons, beginning with the monsoon (stanzas 37-47); Canto IV gives an
account of autumn (stanzas 15-24), Canto IX of spring (stanzas 24-48) and Canto
VIII of summer (stanzas 43-53). The same canto also contains a description of the
pleasures of bathing (jalavihara) enjoyed by the king and the beautiful ladies of the
women's quarters in the waters of the Sarayu (stanzas 54-71). Canto XIII depicts -
in the form of a kapalaka66 - the confluence of the Ganges and the Yamuna at
Prayaga - today's Allahabad -, a famous theme that is dear to kavya (stanzas 54-
57). Many passages reveal the poet's great knowledge of ancient Indian statecraft
(arthasastra) and in Canto XIX and other places he shows his familiarity with
kamasastra. While all the other kings are presented as model rulers, Agnivarna,
the last of the Raghu dynasty to be portrayed, is described with much humour
and concealed criticism as a despot. The reader is left with the impression that

65 In some Indian editions Canto I is omitted as childlessness is not considered auspicious.
66 Seep . 66.
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after the sargas dealing with the Rama legend the vigour of the verse is slightly
lowered. Kalidasa has remarkably little to relate about the later monarchs and his
knowledge of the characters mentioned in Canto XVIII seems to be limited to
their names, with which he plays verbal games. Towards the end of the poem
Kalidasa appears to wish us to concentrate on the masterly portrayal in the XlXth
Sarga of Agnivarna as a ruler who cares nothing for his kingdom and his subjects but
devotes himself to a life of dissipation which rapidly undermines his health. He has
a steady stream of new mistresses, even lying with the serving-girls in the royal
palace, and when his people demand to see him, deigns to show them one foot out
of the window.

As we have seen, it is improbable that Kalidasa intended the Raghu poem to
finish on such an unseemly note. Puranic sources mention a number of rulers after
Agnivarna and the last three stanzas of Kalidasa's poem state that at Agnivarna's
early death his legal wife was expecting a child who was to continue the Raghu line.
Although the signs of pregnancy were regarded as auspicious (subha), these last two
stanzas (XIX, 55-57) can scarcely be considered to give the poem a sufficiently
happy ending. Everything seems to indicate either that Kalidasa did not finish the
poem or that a short concluding section in which the succeeding rulers are
mentioned has been lost. It is also possible that he continued the chronicle up to his
own day and connected the Raghu dynasty with his own patron, who may have
been the Gupta king Samudragupta. Both the campaign of world conquest in Canto
IV and the vast and costly horse sacrifice in Canto III, which only a king might
perform, are direct references to Samudragupta or whoever his patron might have
been. About a hundred years ago it was still generally thought in Indian circles that
the poet's descendants in Ujjayml (modern Ujjain) or Dhara were in possession of
six or seven further cantos which were the conclusion of the poem. Whereas about
twenty commentaries to the Kumarasambhava have been written, no less than forty
have been devoted to the Raghuvamsa, none of which, however, elucidate more
than the nineteen cantos known today.

In India the Raghuvamsa is assessed not only as the masterpiece of Kalidasa, who
is known as Raghukara, "the creator of the Raghu (poem)", but also as the
crowning achievement of all classical poetry. As we have seen, the poem deals with
a vast store of material to which, as Kalidasa says in his brief foreword (I, 2-10), the
portal has already been built by the work of older poets. He is presumably here
thinking mainly of older poets, above all Valmiki, who had related the Rama
legend - a part of the chronicle of the Raghu dynasty - but hardly of those poets
who, like himself, may have dealt with the entire dynasty. If we have interpreted his
foreword correctly, Kalidasa regards his own version of the Raghu chronicle as a
new, daring, hitherto unheard of project. Where the sheer bulk of the material
might have deterred a younger, less experienced poet, the master is actually
attracted by the vast panorama of countless men and women, widely varying
backgrounds, situations and experiences. He wished to try out his poetic imagina-
tion, his powers of invention and verbal skill on some subject (vastu) that was really
large and impressive. Although we can discern the hand of the master in both Ka-
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lidasa's mahakavyas, a comparison between the Raghuvamsa and the Kuma-
rasambhava leaves one in no doubt that the former is not only a later but also a
more mature and accomplished work. This is particularly clear in certain stanzas
from the Raghuvamsa which are obviously improved versions of similar stanzas in
the Kumarasambhava. Let us take two stanzas as an example: Kumaras. VII, 75
and Raghuv. VII, 23, which is undoubtedly a reworking of the former. These two
stanzas are metrically very similar; they are both written in Upajati, a combination
of Indravajra67 and Upendravajra.68 Both stanzas describe a bridal couple; in the
Raghuvamsa they are Aja and IndumatI, in the Kumarasambhava, Siva and Uma.

Kumaras.
tayoh samapattisu katarani kimcidvyavasthapitasamhrtani /
hriyantranam tatksanam anvabhiivann anyonyalolani vilocanani //

"The glances69 of both were alarmed every time they encountered each other and withdrew
as soon as they met. They70 yearned for one another but felt at the same time the constraint
of (amorous) shyness."

Raghuv.
tayor apangapratisaritani kriyasamapattinivartitani /
hriyantranam anasire manojnam anyonyalolani vilocanani //

"The eyes71 of both were open right up to the corner but withdrew as soon as they met.
Though they72 yearned for each other, they felt the alluring constraint of (amorous)
shyness."

It is quite obvious that the second stanza is an improved version of that in the
Kumarasambhava. Not only do both begin with tayoh, "both of them"; they also
have a number of important words in common: anyonyalolani vilocanani, "eyes
that yearn for each other", is retained as are samapatti, "meeting (of the eyes)" and
hriyantrana, "constraint of (amorous) shyness". Other words have been replaced by
synonyms or by words with similar meanings (samhrtani by nivartitani, "with-
drawn"; anvabhuvan, "experienced", by anasire, "attained"). A few words have
been omitted: the harsh-sounding tatksanam, "at the same time", has disappeared
but the second version contains the highly appropriate word manojnam, which
describes the constraint of amorous shyness as "alluring". The description of the
eyes has also been improved in the Raghuvamsa. In the Kumarasambhava the stress
is less happily placed on two somewhat similar events: (a) the glances of the loving
couple are alarmed each time they encounter one another and (b) they withdraw
when they meet. In the Raghuvamsa two quite different movements are presented:
(a) the eyes of the lovers are wide-open, i.e., they cast surreptitious glances at each

d

other and (b) they withdraw their glance as soon as they meet the other person's eye.
67 Eleven syllables, scanned: — u —u u-u - -
68 Eleven syllables, scarined: u - u — u u-u - -
69 Or "eyes" .
70 I.e., their glances or eyes.
71 Or "glances"
72 I.e., their glances or eyes.
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Even if examples like the above may show that the Raghuvamsa is a more
consummate poem and has greater depth than the Kumarasambhava, both bear the
imprint of Kalidasa's mastery, although some criticism has been directed at certain
passages. Compared with later poems, its language is always simple and clear; it is
free from too difficult or far-fetched words and does not contain too lengthy
compounds or extreme affectations. As we saw when we looked at the Meghadu-
ta73, Kalidasa is a past-master of allusion. Words (sabda) and sense (artha) are
closely interwoven as is his depiction of nature and human emotions. The careful
choice of sounds and syllables is always in tune with the ideas and images he wishes
to convey.74 Kalidasa pays great attention to the composition of single stanzas,
which are of a much more self-contained character in his works than they are in
Asvaghosa's.75 However, he does not neglect content and action in favour of
detailed descriptions extending over one or more stanzas as did poets in later times.
Kalidasa's works steer a harmonious middle course between Asvaghosa and later
masters, who no longer observed this perfect balance and were anything but
restrictive in their use of poetic devices. However, for the first time in Kalidasa a
new feature'.appears, which after him becomes an essential element in the metrical
style of classical poetry. Whereas in the earliest period the caesura76 was observed
most carefully, the complete coordination of metrical and grammatical units is now
gradually loosened. Thus word order is sometimes varied by Kalidasa and an
interruption (by German Latinists called "Sperrung") created in the coordination of
substantive and attributive in particular as, for example, in Raghuv. VII, 9 b: (anya)
prasthanabhinnam (x) na babandha nlvlm77, where the poet introduces tension by
this new technique - a sort of enjambement - of placing the attributive (prastha-
nabhinna) referring to the noun (nlvi) outside the boundary formed by the caesura
(here marked by x).78 Nevertheless, his metrical patterns are relatively simple. Apart
from the continually varying metres at the conclusion of each sarga there are only
five different metres in the Kumarasambhava and six in the Raghuvamsa. The last
part of the ninth Canto in the Raghuvamsa is an important exception; it appears to
be a show-piece to demonstrate his metrical skill. The first two-thirds (54 stanzas of
the total of 82 in the sarga) are written in Drutavilambita metre while the remaining
one third is in a motley assortment of different metres^ Kalidasa's rendering of the
Rama legend is particularly worthy of note. Rama's victory over Ravana and the
rescue of Sita are narrated in Canto XII. This, in Valmiki's own metre, the Sloka,
brilliantly compresses the whole matter of the Ramayana into only 104 stanzas.

73 Seep. 119 f.
74 See p . 11 f.
75 Stanza 67 from Raghuv. 6, which brought Kalidasa the honoured title of dipasikhd-Ka-

lidasa, " torch- f lame Kal idasa" , is c o m m e n t e d on above, p . 35 f.
76 Skt.yati
77 " A n o t h e r (woman) did no t rebind her girdle which had loosened by her (sudden)

movement".
78 These and similar p rob lems are described in detail in S.I. P O L L O C K , Aspects of

Versification in Sanskrit Lyric Poetry, N e w Haven , Conn . 1977 (AOS 61).
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Bhatti flourished about one hundred and fifty years later than Kalidasa. Neither
of them is in fact a difficult poet, but Bhatti differs from his predecessor in that the
whole of his poetry is saturated with learned material. As Bhatti is the Prakrit form
of Bhartr he has sometimes been confused with the poet or the grammarian
Bhartrhari or taken to be the latter's brother or half-brother. Only one poem by
Bhatti has been preserved, perhaps the only one he wrote: the Ravanavadha,
usually known as the Bhattikavya.79 In the final stanza of this work (XXII, 35) he
mentions that he wrote the poem in Valabhl during the reign of King Sridharasena,
who was probably his patron. There were four kings of this name, but as the one
Bhatti refers to can only be the last, who died in 641 A.D., the poet must have lived
about the beginning of the 7th i century.t-However, this dating can only be
provisional as this last stanza is not mentioned at all in Mallinatha's commentary
and therefore may not be authentic. The fact that more or less direct parallels can be
found between the last stanza but one (XXII, 34) of Bhatti's poem and one stanza in
Bhamaha's book on poetics80 has given rise to a great deal of speculation as this
makes it possible to assume either that Bhatti was familiar with Bhamaha's works or
vice versa.

This, however, is not of much importance to an accurate dating of Bhatti's work
as there is considerable uncertainty as to when Bhamaha lived.81 It is quite
impossible to identify Bhatti, as has sometimes been done, with Vatsabhatti, the
author of the metrical inscription in the temple of the Sun at Mandasore dated 473-
74 A.D. Bhatti wrote fluent Sanskrit and was an authority on grammar whereas
Vatsabhatti's prasasti contains a number of errors. The lack of difficulty in Bhatti's
style together with its evenness and the absence of gross exaggeration in expression

79 Ed.: J.N. T A R K A R A T N A , Calcutta 1871-73 (with the commentaries of Jayamangala and
Bharatamallika); G.S.S. B A P A T A , Bombay 1887 (NSP, with the commentary of Jayamanga-
la); K.P. T R I V E D I , Bombay 1898 (with the commentary of Mallinatha); Pt. S.S. SASTRT,
Benares 1951/52 (Haridasa-Samskrta-Granthamala 136); S.S. R E G M I , Calcutta 1964 (CSS). -
Lit.: J. N O B E L , Studien zum zehnten Buch des Bhattikavya, M U 37 (1924), p. 281 ff.; H.R.
D I W E K A R , Bhamaha, Bhatti and Dharmakirt i , JRAS 1929, p . 825 ff.; C. H O O Y K A A S , On
some arthalankaras in the Bhattikavya X, BSOAS 20 (1957, R. Turner Vol.), p . 351 ff.; S.P.
N A R A N G , Bhatti-kavya: a study, Delhi . . .1969; G.G. LEONARDI , Tre studi sulla struttura e
natura del Bhattikavyam, Treviso 1974. Cf. also C. H O O Y K A A S , Sanskrit kavya and Old-
Javanese kakawin, IOC 1954, p. 219 f. and JOIB 4 (1954/55), p. 143 ff; C. H O O Y K A A S , Love
in Lenka, an episode of the Old-Javanese Ramayana compared with the Sanskrit Bhattikavya,
TLV 113 (1957), p. 274 ff; C. H O O Y K A A S , Four-line yamaka in the Old Javanese Ramayana,
JRAS 1958, p. 58 ff. - Translation: C. SCHUTZ, Fiinf Gesange des Bhattikavya, Bielefeld 1837
(Cantos 18-22); P. A N D E R S O N , JBRAS 1850, p. 20 ff; V.G. P R A D H A N , Poona 1897 (Cantos
1-4, with text); G.G. LEONARDI , Bhattikavyam: translation and notes, Leiden 1972
(Orientalia Rheno-Traiectina 16; with numerous mistakes and by no means exhaustive);
M.A. and S. KARANDIKAR (edition and English transl.), Delhi 1982.

80 Kdvydlamkdra 2, 20; in some editions 2, 19.
81 According to S.K. D E , Bhamaha worked between the last quarter of the 7 th and the

middle of the 8th centuries A.D., though possibly closer to the lower than the upper limit
(S.K. D E , History of Sanskrit Poetics, Calcutta 1960 2, I, p . 49 0- See also E. G E R O W , Indian
Poetics, Wiesbaden 1977 (HIL V, 3), p . 233.
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suggest that the poet must have lived comparatively early, possibly before or about
the same time as Bharavi and certainly before Magha. A reasonable date would be
somewhere between the beginning of the 6th century and the middle of the 7th.

Bhatti's poem consists of twenty-two cantos and deals with the Rama legend, as
the title Ravanavadha, "The Killing of Ravana", indicates. The story begins with
the descent to earth of Rama, an incarnation of Visnu, and ends with the return of-
Rama and Sita from Lanka. Each canto deals with one or more of the main events
of the legend, which, of course, was perfectly familiar to all educated readers. Canto
I describes the birth of Rama, Canto II the marriage of Rama to Sita, Canto III the
banishment of Rama and the departure of Rama, Sita and Laksmana, Canto IV the
death of the female demon Surpanakha, who was in love with Rama, Canto V the
abduction of Sita, Canto VI deals with the destruction of Valin, the Monkey King
and the brother of Sugriva, Canto VII the search for Sita, Canto VIII how Hanumat
penetrated to Sita's prison in Lanka and delivered Rama's message, Canto IX
Hanumat's adventures in Lanka, Canto X Hanumat's return and his report to
Rama, Canto XI the morning in Lanka, Canto XII Vibhisana rebukes his brother
Ravana, Canto XIII the building of the bridge to Lanka, Canto XIV the crossing to
Lanka, Canto XV the destruction of Kumbhakarna, a brother of Ravana's, Canto
XVI Ravana's lament, Canto XVII Rama's battle with Ravana and Ravana's death,
Canto XVIII Vibhisana's lament. In Canto XIX Vibhisana ascends the throne, in
Canto XX Sita, who has incurred Rama's suspicion, is set free and subjected to a
test by fire, Canto XXI is about the purification of Sita, Canto XXII the return of
Rama and Sita from Lanka. For the most part Bhatti relates this motley assortment
of events in an animated manner. It is noticeable that he gives far freer rein in his
poem to action than do later poets, and the Bhattikavya contains hardly any long
descriptive passages. With the exception of Canto XI, describing morning in Lanka,
there are no purely descriptive sargas, and sections or cantos dealing with, for
instance, a walk in the park, picking flowers or the pleasures of bathing are
conspicuously absent.

Bhatti did not compose his work with the sole intention of presenting a new
version of the Rama legend; his poetry was also meant to illustrate important
grammatical and poetic rules. He did riot limit these tasks to certain passages, as
Asvaghosa had donei Jhe whole worfij from beginning to end, was to be a collection
of grammatical and poetic examples. A look at the way in which this learned
material has been disposed will reveal that it is grouped into four large sections
(kanda): Cantos I to V show assorted rules, Canto VI to IX illustrate Panini's
main rules. Cantos X to XII show the use of the most important figures in Sanskrit
poetry and Cantos XIV to XXII contain examples to illustrate the use of tenses and
moods. Thus Canto X, for example (stanzas 2-22), shows the various types of
yamaka, Canto XV examples of the normally rare, classical Sanskrit aorist and in
the final canto there are examples of the periphrastic future. Particularly note-
worthy is Canto XIII containing examples of multilingual paronomasia - u mixture
of Prakrit and Sanskrit - which was presumably unknown in earlier poetry. The
thirteen known commentaries to Bhatti's kavya and other writings suggest that he
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was held in high regard as an authority on the theories of both grammar and poetry.
The list of the poetic figures (alamkara) he illustrated is not systematic; it is
obviously closest to Dandin's work, but is not in entire agreement with either the
latter or Bhamaha.82

Bhatti's poetry is on the whole not particularly difficult, as we have said, al-
though he has included in it so much didactic material and although, in stanzas 33-
34 of the final song, he emphatically states that his work will shine like a lamp for
grammarians provided that they have a commentary but - like a mirror in a blind
man's hand - will be of no use to others. The majority of the stanzas reveal a
versatility in style, indeed a lightness and fluency of expression such as we rarely
meet in other sastrakavyas, i.e., poetry with a scientific content.82 The .short metres
preferred by Bhatti are in part the reason why the poetry flows so well. Cantos IV to
IX and XIV to XXII are written in Sloka, I, II, XI and XII in Upajati, XIII inArya
(the Glti form) and the bulk of Canto IX in Puspitagra.'; Other metres occur only to a
limited extent, some being used only once. It is a logical consequence of the nature
of the work that the diction in a number of stanzas is unusual, even strained.
Bhatti's double aim - to write both a Rama poem and to provide examples of
grammatical and poetic usage - limits his linguistic freedom to a considerable extent
but also justifies his choice of unusual words and forms. In the introduction we
noticed that the predilection of poets for making their texts difficult is a
characteristic feature of classical Sanskrit poetry, indeed of poetry on the whole.
Poetry employs rare words and expressions instead of the well-worn, colourless
vocabulary of everyday speech, thereby concentrating the attention of the reader or
listener on the text:€? Older, historians of literature have generally /ailed to
appreciate this important characteristic of kavya, as well as the long purple patches
of linguistic virtuosity so beloved of many poets after Kalidasa's time. Their
judgement on Bhatti - and on many subsequent poets - is therefore frequently
unfavourable, even negative. Their displeasure is, however, excusable. Not only is
the modern method of literary criticism that makes the text itself the basis for
interpretatiorMittle practised in the field of oriental literature, but certain writers on
the history of Indian literature, notably A.B. Keith and S.K. De, took the view that
they must apply the criteria valid for Graeco-Roman and English literature when
judging Indian poetry. The following three stanzas from the second Sarga, which
begins with a description of autumn, will illustrate Bhatti's careful choice of words.
The first (II, 2) gives us a finely arranged picture: red lotuses look like fire; the
petals, moving in the wind, are the blazing flames and (dark) bees, swarming round
the calyx, are the smoke. The second (II, 1) and the third examples (II, 4) surprise us
by their effective use of consonance and assonance. In II, 1, nine of the sixteen

82 See p . 225 ff.
83 M a n y words in Bhatti are archaic, part ly taken from Vedic. A highly unusual form is,

for instance, the imperat ive bhavatat, " le t there b e " , in 22, 35. This form is used occasionally
in the Vedas, the Brahmanas and the Sutras, but in the Sanskrit of the epics is only found
once in the Mahdbhdrata and once in the Rdmayana.
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words end in -am or -am while the phonemes of the third and fourth quarters of II,
4 are determined by the consonants in the verb uparuroda, "(he) lamented". The
stanza describes a tree on the bank of a river which the poet sees as lamenting a
cluster of night lotuses with tear-drops of morning dew. Bhatti gives added
poignancy to the scene with phonetic means, the consonants of the second half of
the stanza being arranged to convey the impression of softly falling tears:

p r r d n d t p t h g k m d v t t r t r r d n d / / (II, 4)

tarahgasangac capalaih palasair jvalasriyam satisayam dadhanti
sadhumadlptagnirucini rejus ta.mrotpala.ny akulasatpadani / / (II, 2)

"The red lotuses with their swaying petals touching the waves (of the water) possessed the
supreme beauty of flames. They shone out, garnished with (dark) bees with the blaze of a
smoky, burning fire."

vanaspatlnam sarasam nadinam tejasvinam kantibhrtam disam ca /
niryaya tasyam sa purah samantat sriyam dadhanam saradam dadarsa / / (II, 1)

"When he (= Rama) had come outside this city he perceived everywhere the beauty of the
trees, the pools, the rivers, the brilliant stars and the regions of the sky, (all) caused by
autumn."

nisatusarair nayanambukalpaih pattrantaparyagaladacchabinduh /
uparurodeva nadatpatangakumudvatim tiratarur dinadau / / (II, 4)

"At the beginning of day a tree (standing) on a river-bank mourned a group of lotuses with
the tear-like dew of night. Birds sang in it and from the tips of its leaves clear drops dripped
down."84

At the beginning of the tenth Canto Bhatti describes how Hanumat, Prince Ra-
ma's monkey messenger, destroys King Ravana's asoka-grove. As we already know,
the poet uses stanzas 2-22 of this sarga to demonstrate various types of yamaka.
Here follow stanzas 4 and 10 of the tenth Canto. The first contains a padadiyamaka
(a yamaka at the beginning of a quarter-stanza) and the second an ayugmapa-
dayamaka (a yamaka in the odd quarters of the stanza):

sarasam sarasam par imucya t a n u m patatdm patatdm kakubho bahusah /

sakalaih sakalaih par i tah karunair uditai ruditair iva kham nicitam / / (X, 4)

" T h e air was filled all round with all the sweet cries, pitiful like lamentat ions, of birds

flying in all directions, leaving the watery body (mass) of lakes." 8 5

na vdnaraih pardkrdntdm mahadbh i r bh lmavikramaih /

na vd naraih pardkrdntdm dadaha nagarim kapih II (X, 10)

" T h e monkey burnt the city which had not been attacked by other monkeys, (or by) great

and valiant (gods), or by men . " 8 6

8 4 It is morning, and the tree on the bank is sad because the glory of the night-lotus has
come to an end; its beauty only unfolds in moonlight.

85 Translation from C. HOOYKAAS, Four-line yamaka in the Old Javanese Ramayana,
JRAS 1958, p. 59.

8 6 T rans la t ion from C. H O O Y K A A S , op. cit., p . 60 .
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Like Kalidasa, BhUravi, the author of the Kiratarjuniya, "(The Poem) about the
Kirata and Arjuna", is also mentioned in the Aihole inscription dated 634 A.D.87,
which even gives the terminus ante quern of Bharavi's life. Since the Aihole
inscription names Bharavi as an already famous poet and since he has on occasions
borrowed from Kalidasa, he must be dated somewhere between Kalidasa and the
year 634, probably about 500-550 A.D|We know nothing about his life, but legend
relates that his youth was full of hardship and that to begin with he found it difficult
to make his way as a poet. Tradition connects Bharavi with Simhavisnu from Kan-
cl(puram) (Conjivaram) and Visnuvardhana, the founder of the eastern line of the
Calukyas. Although this may be questioned, it does seem certain that the poet was
from the^south of India and was perhaps born at Kancl(puram). His southern origins
may also be deduced from his style. Like Magha and Bhatti, Bharavi left only one
work; if he did write others, they have been lost.

The Kiratarjunlya88 describes the bellicose argument between Arjuna, one of the
five Pandava brothers, and the Kirata, a huntsman from the mountains, who is Siva
in disguise. The theme is a simple episode from the Mahabharata89 that the poet has
magnified into a long poem. The Pandavas, deadly enemies of the Kauravas, live in
exile in the Kamyaka forest. Yudhisthira, the oldest of the five Pandava princes,
receives a report from a spy concerning Duryodhana90, the leader of the Kauravas,
which causes great alarm in the Pandava camp. Draupadi, the spouse of the
Pandavas, and Bhimasena persuade Yudhisthira to declare war on the Kauravas in
order to recover the throne by force. The sage Vyasa then appears and lends
Yudhisthira a charm which, with the aid of Arjuna, will ensure that they obtain
divine and invincible weapons. On the instigation of Vyasa, Arjuna, a strict ascetic
dwelling in the Himalaya, gains Indra's favour. In the forest he meets a Kirata. A

87 Besides Kalidasa and Bharavi, the Aihole inscription also mentions the poets Subandhu
and Pravarasena.

8 8 Ed.: V I D Y A K A R A M I S R A a n d B A B U R A M A , Ca lcu t t a 1814; N .B . G O D A B O L E a n d K.P.

P A R A B , Bombay 19035 , 19076 , 1954 (NSP); T. G A N A P A T I S A S T R " Tr ivandrum 1918 (TSS
63); G. P A T H A K , Benares 1931; M.R. K A L E , Delhi. . ' .19661 (only Cantos I—III, with English
translation); Varanasi 1970 (KSS 74); K. BAHADUR, Kathmandu 1972/74 (only Cantos 1-12,
with English translation). - Lit.: H. JACOBI, On Bharavi and Magha, W Z K M 3 (1889), p. 121
ff. (= Kleine Schriften I, p. 447 ff.); S.K. D E , Bharavi and Dandin, IHQ 1 (1925), p. 31 ff.; G.
H A R I H A R A SASTRT; Bharavi and Dandin, AIOC 1926, 1, p. 44 ff.; IHQ 3 (1927), p. 169 ff.;
N.C. CHATTERJEE, The home of Bharavi, IC 11 (1945), p. 245 ff.; S. BHATTACHARYA, Four
passages of the Kiratarjuniya and their interpretation, AIOC 1946, part II, p. 174 ff.; L.
R E N O U , Sur la structure du kavya, JA 147 (1959), p. 1 ff; J.P. T H A K A R , Fauna in Bharavi,
JOIB 21 (1971), p. 228 f.; M.S. N A G A R A J A R A O , Kiratarjuniyam in Indian Art, with special
reference to Karnataka, Delhi 1979. - Translations: F. R U C K E R T , Ubersetzungen aus dem
Kiratarjuniya, nebst Analyse, Jb. fur wiss. Kritik 1 (1831); C. S C H U T Z , Bharavis Kiratarjuni-
ya, der Kampf mit dem Kiraten, Gesang 1 und 2, Bielefeld 1845 (incomplete); C. CAPPELLER,
Bharavi's poem Kiratarjuniya or Arjuna's combat with the Kirata, Cambridge, Mass. 1912
(HOS 15), (microfilm-xerography) Ann Arbor . . .1980; M.R. K A L E , De lh i . . .19664 ; K.
B A H A D U R , Kathmandu 1972/74.

89 Mahabh. 111,27-41.
9 0 Called Suyodhana in the Kirdt.
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boar, hit by arrows from both Arjuna's and the huntsman's bows, becomes an object
of contention which leads up to a violent fight between the two men. Finally the
huntsman reveals himself as the great god Siva. He rewards the amazing courage of
his opponent by granting him the divine weapons which are to ensure the defeat of
the hostile Kauravas.

Bharavi keeps to the main lines of the story but frequently strays from the
Vanaparvan version.91 The contents of Sargas IV to XI have been invented, by the
poet but in Cantos XII to XVII he keeps strictly to the traditional material.
Bharavi's work differs in two important respects from Kalidasa and the other, ear-
lier; kavyas, all of which have been lost except for Asvaghosa's work: firstly, action
definitely takes second place to description as well as to passages consisting of
speeches and counterspeeches; secondly, Sanskrit poetic theories emerge here as
dominant. Whereas older authors had devoted a certain amount of care to seeing
that the action flowed smoothly, Bharavi's work marks the turning point.
Concentration on the work as a whole gives way to the concentration on elaborate
.artistic detail92 that already dominated muktaka poetry. The poetic canon gained a
much stronger position in the art of kavya. Although there are exceptions, from now
on poetry becomes a demonstration of how complete a command the author has of
poetic means,)indeed it is often a brilliant exhibition of the virtuoso use of metre,
figures and peculiarities of style. Tendencies in this direction are noticeable in the
works of Asvaghosa and Kalidasa but it is not until we come to Bharavi that they
become strong enough to influence the whole way of writing. Bharavi's successors
often neglect the action entirely; their major poems frequently consist of a series of
descriptions for which the "story" is merely a pretext and is not of any real
importance to the reader or listener. In Bharavi the action is much more often
interrupted by descriptive passages than in Kalidasa. The story itself is of less
significance; what counts is the constantly changing series of descriptions of, for
example, the road into the mountains, autumn and rural life, the Himalaya, forests,
bathing in the Ganges, dawn, evening, the rising moon, etc.93 We should also notice
the two different styles in the Kiratarjunlya and - to a lesser extent - in mahakavyas
by later poets. While certain passages are written in the typical descriptive style,
others are rhetorical i.e., written in the form of speeches or discussions the

91 C. CAPPELLER, op. cit., gives an accurate account of the contents in each sarga.
92 A number of older writers on the history of Sanskrit literature were of the opinion that

content yielded in importance to form. This opinion is, however, untenable as content (artha)
and form (sabda) cannot be separated from each other. The shift in emphasis is rather in the
relationship of the part to the whole or of the small to the large, both of which have naturally
form as well as content.

93 Seven cantos are almost entirely descriptive: Canto IV (Description of the road,
autumnal scenery and the life of the herdsmen); V (A description of the Himalaya); VI
(Arjuna climbs Mount Indrakila); VII (Descriptions of the Gandharvas, the Apsaras and the
elephants in the army of the gods); VIII (A walk in the woods, bathing in the Ganges); IX
(Evening, the rising moon, the pleasures of love and dawn); and X (The seasons; the at tempt
made by the Apsaras to disturb Arjuna's ascetic exercises).
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particular attraction of which lies in the trenchancy of the argumentation. Good
examples are to be found in the first two cantos and in a speech made by Skanda,
the god of war, to his troops in the fifteenth Sarga.

Bharavi, a master of thejforceful and exaltedly dignified style, is a difficult writer.
He employs a somewhat forced vocabulary, on occasions taking words from
Yedic.94 He avoids long compounds, preferring laconic sentences and rather short
metres although his pictures are richly illustrated and contain many descriptions of
considerable length. As he succeeds in saying a great deal in a very limited space,
critics have praised him/or his arthagaurava, his "weightiness of content". At the
same time he writes such self-assured and grammatically correct Sanskrit that they
have been able to find even fewer errors in his work than in Kalidasa's. Influence
from the south of India can be detected in the force and dignity of style of Bharavi's
work and the same influence is probably also responsible for his love of the figure
utpreksa, the "imaginative interpretation" of the situation described.95 Bharavi was
also very skilful in the use of metre, of which he employs a great number; the
twelfth Canto is the only one that is written all in the same metre;96 He prized the
art of citrabandha and appeared to think that a poet must prove his greatness by
writing at least one part of his mahakavya in this style. Bharavi's piece de resistance
is Canto XV, which begins with Skanda's speech to his troops and continues with
the mortal combat between Arjuna and the Kirata. The sarga is a deliberate
demonstration of his verbal virtuosity, roughly every other stanza of the total of
fifty-three being or containing a citra figure. Stanzas 1 and 3 contain yamakas,
stanza 5 is an ekaksarapada (a quarter-stanza using only one consonant), stanza 7 is
nirausthya (without labials), stanzas 8 and 10 also contain yamakas, stanza 12 forms
a gomutrika ("cow piss")97, stanza 14 is another ekaksara, stanza 16 is a maha-
yamaka or samudgaka (the same words in each half of the stanza, but a different
meaning), stanza 18 contains pratilomanulomapadas (the 1st and 3rd quarters of the
stanza when read backwards gives the same sound as the 2nd and 4th quarters),
stanzas 22 and 23 together form a pratilomena slokadvaya (the first stanza read
backwards gives the same sound as the second), stanza 25 is a sarvatobhadra (double
palindrome), stanza 27 an ardhabhramaka (half-rotation)98, stanza 29 is another

9 4 The re are r emarkab le neologisms such as ahnah ... avasesa (3 , 43), "day- res t " , for
"even ing" , or ratrer viparyaya ( 11 , 44), "oppos i t e of n igh t " for " d a y " .

9 5 Cf. K. K R I S H N A M O O R T H Y , Essays in Sanskri t Cri t ic ism, D h a r w a r 1974, p . 296. A list of
the poetic figures (and metres) r emarked u p o n by Mal l ina tha in his c o m m e n t a r y to the Kirat.
will be found in C. C A P P E L L E R , op. cit., p . 190 ft".

9 6 Udga ta except for the conclus ion of the can to , which is in Prahars in i . A survey of the
metr ical cons t ruc t ion of the Kirat. can be found in C. C A P P E L L E R , op. cit., p . 196 f.

97 " T h e syllables . . . , when placed on separate lines, can be read ei ther by zig-zagging from
one line to the other , or in the regular w a y " (E. G E R O W , A Glossary of Indian Figures of
Speech, T h e H a g u e - P a r i s 1971 , p . 181).

9 8 " A type of word play in which a verse, each of whose four pddas is wri t ten on a separate
line, can be read ei ther in the n o r m a l way or as a helix, from outer verticals i nwards" (E.
G E R O W , op. cit., p . 178 f.).
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nirausthya, stanzas 31 and 35 again contain yamakas, stanza 38 is a dvyaksara (uses
only two consonants), stanza 42 contains yamakas, stanza 45 is arthatrayavacin
(havingihree meanings),' stanza 50 is an ardhavali (the 1 st and 2nd quarters of the
stanza are identical to the 3rd and 4th in sound but different in meaning ) and
stanza 52 is another mahayamaka or samudgaka. We have already quoted a typical
stanza from this interesting canto." The aesthetic reward of reading this sort of
verse is generally not very great as the rigid laws governing citra figures inhibit the
development of the language. As already observed, however, citrabandhas are not
distributed evenly throughout the poem but are concentrated in one section, more
in some poets. On one hand critics of kavya seem to have demanded such proofs of
linguistic virtuosity from poets, and on the other, poets do not appear to have been
unwilling to undertake this difficult task as their skill and technical knowledge were
shown to greater advantage in these than in many other stanzas.

Indian critics by no means judge Bharavi on his citra passages alone, however.
Many consider him to be unquestionably the greatest kavi after Kalidasa, who
attained the height of perfection in all details in the art of kavya. Particularly highly
praised is Bharavi's rich imagination; it is to be seen in his imagery and in his
metaphors, which are often built up in several layers. Most famous of all is stanza
V, 39, which gave him the title of atapatra-Bharavi, "parasol Bharavi". The poet
compares lotus-pollen whirled up into the air by the storm with the beautiful lustre
of a golden parasol:

utphullasthalanalinlvanad amusmad uddhiitah sarasijasambhavah paragah /
vatyabhir viyati vivartitah samantad adhatte kanakamayatapatralaksmim //

"The pollen breathed out by a group of blown lotuses (and) whirled up into the air in all
directions by the gust of wind takes on the beauty of a golden parasol."

It is worth noting that Bharavi used the word laksmi ("good forture") in the last
stanza of each of the eighteen cantos.100 Due to the esteem in which the Kiratarjunl-
ya is held, theoretical works on poetry often quote stanzas from this poem. There
are about forty-two commentaries on this difficult work, the most important of
which is the Ghantapatha by Mallinatha, the scholar from the south of India
(second half of the 14th century and beginning of the. 15th), who wrote commenta-
ries to all the six great mahakavyas (including the Bhattikavya).

The next mahakavi,'Magha, author of the Sisupalavadha, cannot be dated with
any certainty either. A short epilogue to the poem tells us that his father was called
Dattaka Sarvasraya and that his grandfather Suprabhadeva was a minister at the

99 Seep. 158.
ioo -phe constant repetition of a word in the final stanza later becomes quite common. In

Magha's Sisup. the word sri ("good luck") is repeated, in Pravarasena's Setubandha the word
anuraga ("love"), in Rajanaka Ratnakara's Haravijaya the word ratna ("precious stone", one
of the elements in the poet's name), in Trivikramabhatta's Damayantikathd, the composite
word haracaranasaroja ("the foot-lotus of Hara", i.e., Siva).
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court of King Varmala101, but it is difficult to be sure whether this Varmala can be
identified as the King Varmalata mentioned in an inscription dated 625 A.D.
Furthermore, the last five stanzas of the Sisupalavadha, the poet's epilogue, are
interpreted in Vallabhadeva's commentary but not in Mallinatha's. The last
possible date for Magha is fixed by quotations from his poem in Vamana's Kavya-
lamkarasutravrtti and Anandavardhana's Dhvanyaloka, two important works on
poetic theory from the middle of the 9th century! The earliest date can be fixed by
his predecessor, Bharavi, whom Magha demonstrably imitated and tried to outdo,
both in detail and in his whole concept. As Magha's poem was imitated in the
Haravijaya by Rajanaka Ratnakara, <jourt poet to King Balabrhaspati or Cippata-
Jayaplda of Kashmir (832-844), Magha must be dated earlier than the beginning of
the 9th century. Unlike Bharavi, Magha came from the north of India, possibly
from Gujarat where, according to Jaina anecdotes, he was the son of a wealthy man
and was consequently able to lead a carefree life which he could devote to poetry.

As no other works by Magha are known, it is possible that the Sisupalavadha^2,
sometimes known as the Maghakavya, is his only poem. Magha, too, has taken his
material from epic poetry.103 Unlike Bharavi's Kiratarjunlya, however, it is not
dedicated to the greater glory of Siva but exalts Visnu in his aspect as Krsna - a
deliberate contrast to Bharavi. The poem relates the events leading up to the
"Killing of Sisupala" by Krsna. At the consecration of King Yudhisthira104,
presents are bestowed on the visiting princes and, at Bhima's suggestion, the gift of
honour goes to Krsna. Enraged at the proposal, Sisupala, King of the Cedis, leaves
the hall in a fury and mobilizes his forces for a battle with Krsna which commences
when the two armies come to close quarters. After a hard-fought duel between the

101 Variations of this name or other names by which this ruler was known are: Varma,
Nirmalanta, Dharmanabha, Dharmadeva and Dharmanatha; see Sisupalavadha, ed. DURGA-
PRASAD and SIVADATTA, Preface.

1 0 2 Ed.: T A R A N A T H A T A R K A V X C A S P A T I , Ca lcu t ta 1847; P T . D U R G A P R A S A D and P T .

S I V A D A T T A , B o m b a y 1888 (NSP), revised by V.L.S. P A N S T K A R , B o m b a y 1927 (NSP); A.S.
V E T A L and J.S. H O S I N G , Benares 1929 (KSS = Har idas Sanskrit G r a n t h a m a l a 69 , Kavya
section 9); M.S. T H A T T E , Benares 1934. - Lit.: H. J A C O B I , O n Bharavi and Magha , W Z K M 3
(1889), p . 121 ff. (= Kleine Schriften I, p . 447 ff.); H . J A C O B I , A n a n d a v a r d h a n a and the date
of Magha , W Z K M 4 (1890), p . 236 ff. (= Kle ine Schriften I, p . 438 ff.); C. C A P P E L L E R , Die
Zitate aus Maghas Sisupalavadha mi t ihren Var ian ten , Aufsatze zur Kul tur - u n d Sprachge-
schichte vornehml ich des Orients (Festschrift E. Kuhn) , M u n i c h 1916, p . 294 ff. (= Kleine
Schriften, p . 348 ff); V. P I S A N I , A p p u n t i sul Cicupa lavadha di Magha , R S O 14 (1933/34) , p .
240 ff.; H .G. N A R A H A R I , O n the Sanskrit poet Magha , A P 16 (1945), p . 341 ff; M . M .
S H A R M A , T h e three quali t ies of Magha , Festschrift Barua, G a u h a t i 1966, p . 238 ff; B.S.
M U K H O P A D H Y A Y A , T h e Sisupalavadha and its sources, Bharat i 9 (Varanasi 1965/66) , p . 58
ff.; S.A. T E N K S H E , Cont ibu t ion of Magha to Sanskrit l i terature (with special reference to his
vocabulary) , Poona 1972. - Trans la t ions : J.C.C. S U T H E R L A N D , Sisupala Bad 'ha , or death of
Sisupala by Magha , JASB 8 (1839), p . 16 ff (song I, vss. 1-20, also text); C. S C H U T Z , Magha ' s
T o d des Cigupala , Bielefeld 1843 (songs I - X I only); C. C A P P E L L E R , Balamagha: Magha ' s
Sisupalavadha im Auszuge bearbeitet , Stuttgart 1915 (extracts, with text); E. H U L T Z S C H , Ma-
gha 's Sisupalavadha, Leipzig 1926.

103 Mahabh. 11,41^5.
104 Seep. 184.
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two princes in which both arrows and miraculous weapons are employed Krsna
finally decapitates his adversary.

Magha skilfully distributes his material over twenty cantos, but abandons the
story almost entirely in_Sargas IV to XI in favour of pure description. After a fine
portrayal of the city of Dvaraka in Canto III the following eight cantos describe -
with the wealth of detail so typical of kavya - Mount Raivataka (Canto IV), Krsna's
encampment (V), the seasons (VI), a walk in the forest (VII), the pleasures of
bathing with the lovely Yadava women (VIII), evening (IX), carousals and love-
games (X) and the sunrise, which puts an end to all these joys (XI). The narrative in
Magha's poem is more heavily obscured by description and detailed pictures than it
is in Bharavi's. Whereas the Kiratarjuniya has seven descriptive cantos105, the
Sisupalavadha has nine. Like Bharavi, Magha uses both a descriptive and a
rhetorical style. The lengthy speeches made from time to time by the two ad-
versaries are couched in the latter style as are those passages designed to show Ma-
gha's penetrating powers of argument and knowledge of statecraft (niti). The
sixteenth Sarga is an artistically contrived canto presenting an intentionally
ambiguous message from Sisupala to Krsna which the listener or reader can
understand either as a challenge to battle or as an apology. Many passages reveal the
poet's extensive knowledge of other sciences; Magha was thoroughly familiar with
the art of medicine, logic and, particularly important, with Vatsyayana's Kamasutra
and other didactic texts on the science of love. The presentation of the amorous
aspects of the story, which Bharavi did not neglect in spite of the meagreness of his
material, is given considerable space in Magha's poem.(Although the Sisupala
legend does not exactly invite authors to write erotic passages, it is obvious that
erotic themes exercise a certain attraction.

Magha was not merely influenced by his great predecessor Bharavi; he modelled
his poem directly on the Kiratarjuniya, as a number of corresponding features in the
two works show. It seems that Bharavi was the poet that Magha - and many of his
contemporaries - admired most, and he hoped that his own Sisupalavadha would
bring him even greater fame than Bharavi's. Like Bharavi, Kalidasa and the names
of countless other poets, Magha is probably a pseudonym.106 "Whatever may have
been the original etymology of Bharavi, that word naturally suggested some such
meaning as 'the sun (ravi) of brilliancy' (bhas). And Magha, which does not occur
again as a proper name and may therefore be a nom de plume, looks as if chosen by
a rival of Bharavi in order to proclaim his superiority to him. For Magha, the
month of January, certainly does deprive: the sun of his rays.''107

Points of agreement are to be found in the actual construction of the Kiratarju-
niya and the Sisupalavadha.:Kirat. I, 1-25 and Sisup. I both describe the enemy;
Kirat. I—III and Sisup. II a counsel; Kirat. IV, VII and Sisup. Ill a journey; Kirat. V

105 Seep. 185, note 93.
106 It should be noted that whereas pseudonyms in Western literature are designed to give

anonymity, the names chosen by Indian kavis are taken, not to hide their identity, but to refer
to the glory, the rank or some particular gift possessed by the poet.

107 H. J A C O B I , O n Bharavi a n d M a g h a , p . 133 f. (= Kle ine Schriften, p . 459 f.).
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and Sisup. IV a mountainous landscape; both Kirat. VIII, 1-26 and Sisup. VII have
a strong erotic flavour - picking flowers in the company of women; Kirat. VIII, 27-
57 and Sisup. VIII depict a bathing scene; Kirat. IX, 1-32 and Sisup. IX evening
and night; Kirat. IX, 34-78 and Sisup. X the pleasures of love; Kirat. XIII-XIV
and Sisup. XV-XVI present speeches and counter-speeches; Kirat. XIV and Sisup.
XVII describe preparations for the battle; Kirat. XV-XVI and Sisup. XVIII-XIX
the battle and finally Kirat. XVIII-XIX and Sisup. XX the mortal combat between
the two great rivals. Each poem has a sarga designed to show the poet's virtuosity
and(in both it is the battle scene, a theme that is eminently suitable for a display of
verbal brilliance. One is struck by the fact that the disposition of the figures, is very
similar, particularly at the beginning and end of the two cantos108: stanzas XIX, 1,
5, 7 and 9 contain yamakas in both cases; stanza 3 is an ekaksarapada; stanza 11 is
nirausthya; stanzas 13, 15, 17, 19, 21, 23 and 25 contain yamakas; stanza 27 is a
sarvatobhadra; stanza 29 a murajabandha ("drum")109; stanza 31 contains a
yamaka; stanzas 33 and 34 together make a pratilomena slokadvaya; stanzas 36
and 38 contain yamakas; stanza 40 is a pratilomanulomapada, etc. Magha also
excels in the difficult art of yamaka in Canto V. While the final stanza of each canto
in Bharavi's poem contains the word laksmi, Magha has the synonymous word^jl
in each of his.110 In addition to all these similarities in form, we find in Magha a
.number of stanzas that are clearly reworkings and improvements of stanzas in the
Kiratarjunlya. The first of the following two stanzas is from Bharavi's poem111; the
second, from Magha's112, is obviously intended to surpass it:

aklrnam balarajasa ghanarunena praksobhaih sapadi tarangitam tatesu /
matangonmathitasarojarenupingam manjistham vasanam ivambu nirbabhase //

"Covered with the dark brown dust of the marching troops, at once wavy near the banks
through being disturbed, coloured red by the pollen of the lotuses shaken by elephants, the
water shone like a cloth dyed with madder."113

samsarpibhih payasi gairikarenuragair ambhojagarbharajasanganisangina ca /
kridopabhogam anubhuya sarinmahebhav anyonyavastraparivartam iva vyadhattam //

"It seemed as if the river and the elephant, having amorously dallied together, had
exchanged their clothes; for the water was red with the dissolving minium-paint of the
elephant, and the elephant was covered with the pollen of the lotus."113

Magha is not inferior to his predecessor as regards metre either. Both poets display
their metrical skill, mainly in the fourth Canto of their poems. BMravi uses sixteen,
Magha twenty-four different metres in this sarga.

Magha's endeavour to outdo the great Bharavi was not without effect. At times
his poetry has been of greater influence on his successors than have the Raghuvamsa
and the Kumarasambhava. Magha's work has often been imitated, numerous
stanzas have been quoted in# works of criticism and his difficult poem has been

• commented by learned men such as .Mallinatha and Vallabhadeva. A well-known
Sanskrit stanza sums up the Indian estimation of Magha's worth by saying that
while Kalidasa's excellence lies in the art of simile (upama), Bharavi's in
weightiness of content (arthagaurava) and Dandin's.. in the charm of his vocabulary
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(padalalitya), Magha combines the virtues of all three.114 One of his similes was
immensely appreciated by connoisseurs: Sisup. IV, 20, previously quoted, in which
'Mount Raivataka is compared to an elephant loaded with two bells. It is so famous
that it has given the poet the name by which he is frequently known, ghanta-Magha,
"bell Magha". The content of many of his stanzas is difficult, especially in Sargas
XV and XVI, which contain penetrating speeches in the rhetorical style. As an
example of the extreme care with which he selected words in order to create the
exact sound effect he wanted we may take the following stanza. Written in the
yamaka style, it is the opening of canto VI, which describes the seasons:

navapalasapalasavanarn purah sphutaparagaparagatapankajam /
mrdulatantalatantam alokayat sa surabhim surabhim sumanobharaih / / ' 1 5

"He (i.e., Krsna) perceived before him spring made fragrant by an abundance of blossom:
with forests of freshly budding kimsuka-trees, lotuses covered with pollen that had just
burst forth, and lianas that delicately stretched our their (fine) tips."

In more recent times poets have followed the example of Bharavi and particularly
Magha rather than Kalidasa. A number of anecdotes and tales have grown up round
Magha's person and poetry. Although they are mostly apocryphal and of little
biographical value, they do show something of his importance. Magha's contempo-
raries and successors regarded his poetry as an inexhaustible treasure-trove, a
continual source of new enrichment, a work in which, however often re-read, even
the most learned and experienced might make new discoveries. Particularly
attractive because it is humorously put is the story of the aged sage who, when asked
what had given him so great learning, replied: meghe maghe gatam vayah, "I have
spent my life with Megha and Magha." From his youth the Pandit had studied Ka-
lidasa's Meghaduta and the Maghakavya (Sisupalavadha).116

108 Cf. p. 186 f. and the translation given there of certain technical terms.
109 "A verse whose syllables can be read either in a criss-cross form similar to the lacing of

an Indian drum (mrdahga), or in the regular way" (E. GEROW, op. cit., p. 187).
'io I.e., "happiness", "good luck", "beauty", "riches".
in 7,36.
H2 5,39.
H3 Translation after H. JACOBI, On Bharavi and Magha, p. 127 (= Kleine Schriften, p.

453).
114 upama kdliddsasya bhdraver arthagauravam / •

dandinah padaldlityam maghe santi trayo gundh //
H5 6,2.'
1)6 Although it seems doubtful whether the ordinary reader obtained much religious

edification from the Sisupalavadha, there is a well-formulated Sanskrit saying the two halves
of which have the same wording but different meanings. It runs:

murdripadacintd cet tadd maghe ratim kuru /
murdripadacintd cet tadd maghe ratim kuru //

"If you like verses (about) Murari (= Krsna), then love Magha. If you are devoted to the feet
of Murari, then abhor evil." r

pada can mean either "verse" or "foot". The first maghe is the locative sing, of magha and
the second should be read as md plus aghe.
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The last of the five great poets is Sriharsa, the author of the Naisadhacarita, the
most extensive and most difficult of the six great mahakavyas. Sriharsa lived in the
second half of the 12th century in Kanyakubja* (the modem Kanauj) in the upper
Ganges valley. He was probably court poet to the princes Vijayacandra and
Jayacandra but, judging by the numerous Bengalisms in his poetry, he seems to
have been born in Bengal.! This profound and well-informed poet wrote a number of
works in different genres, only two of which have survived: the Naisadhacarita and
the Khandanakhandakhadya, "Titbits of Criticism", one of the most remarkable
works in the Advaita-Vedanta> Just as the Khandanakhandakhadya is mentioned in
the Naisadhacarita, so is the Kaisadhacarita, mentioned in the Khandanakhanda-
khadya.117 The poet's interest in philosophy is manifest even in'his mahakavya:
references to various philosophic theories are to be found in many places in the
poem, while philosophy itself is the subject of the seventeenth Canto. In this sarga
Sriharsa gives a brief survey of Indian thought, allowing various gods to appear as
advocates of different systems of philosophy. We cannot be sure whether he is also
the author of the Smgaraharavall, a collection of one hundred erotic short poems
which, like the Naisadhacarita, contain a great many provincialisms.118 They are
not mentioned in the Naisadhacarita. There are a number of poets who call
themselves Harsa or Sriharsa but only two of them emerge as clearly recognizable
personalities: our poet and King Harsa(vardhana), also known as Sriharsa, the
author of the dramas Ratnavall, Priyadarsika and Nagananda. While a number of
stanzas in large anthologies can easily be identified as being from the Naisadhacari-
ta, the sources of other stanzas signed (Sri)harsa in these anthologies are difficult to
ascertain. The Suprabhatastotra has been ascribed to Sriharsa or Harsa(vardhana).
Each of the 22 cantos in the Naisadhacarita ends with an epilogic stanza in Sar-
dulavikridita metre containing information about the poet and his works119, but it is
still rather difficult to determine whether these final stanzas are authentic or not.
According to these stanzas, Sriharsa is the author of three panegyrics,
Srivijayaprasasti, Gaudorvisaprasasti and Chindaprasasti as well as a campu-work
entitled Navasahasankacarita.

Sriharsa's Naisadhacarita (or Naisadhlya)120 is based on the well-known legend of
King Nala (Naisadha) and his queen, Damayantl, one of the best-loved stories not
only in Sanskrit poetry, but also in other Indian languages, both Aryan and
Dravidian. Like much other material, the Nala saga comes from epic sources.121

However, Sriharsa deals only with the first part of the tale. He does not relate the
adversities that befall the unhappy young king) who loses his kingdom to his own
brother at dice and is only reunited with Damayantl after many adventures and a
long, painful separation. Sriharsa slows down the pace of the narrative by including

in Naisadh.6, 113.
us Cf. PRIYABALA SHAH, Srngaraharavali, a new Srngarasataka and its author Sriharsa,

AIOC 1955, p. 161 ff.
H9 The same is true of Jayadeva's Gitagovinda, in which the final stanzas regularly contain

biographical information.
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^ descriptions and an almost oppressive wealth of extraneous learned material.
He only carries the story as far as the marriage and connubial bliss of the newly-
wedded couple, which in the Nala legend takes place long before the main events of
the story. The poem ends with a very detailed description of nightfall and the moon
in the form of a dialogue between Nala and Damayantl.

As Sriharsa has only made use of a fraction of the Nala saga it has often been
suggested that the Naisadhacarita is either an uncompleted work or that only the
first part of the poem has been preserved. Acyutaraya, one of the commentators on
Mammata's Kavyaprakasa, even goes so far as to say that the poem originally had
the enormous length of one hundred sargas. According to this reckoning, the
twenty-two cantos that have come down to us are only about a fifth of the poem. In
reality the fact that Sriharsa used only the beginning of the Nala legend can hardly
be taken as.proof that the Naisadhacarita is either an uncompleted work or that
only a fragment remains. We have a parallel in Kalidasa's Kumarasambhava which,
as we saw, was considered by many critics to be uncompleted.122 As with Kalidasa,
it was not Sriharsa's intention to present the whole of the traditional material to his
readers but only that part of the legend which contained the love-story of Nala and
Damayantl. Like Kalidasa's, his poem ends on a happy note, as every kavya should,
in this case with the marriage and wedded happiness of the young couple together
with a detailed description of sunset and night. We may therefore assume that the
version of the Naisadhacarita we possess today is Sriharsa's completed poem. We
must also remember that the Naisadhacarita is a very late poem and that, in post-
Kalidasa kavya, only a minimum of action is needed to function as a framework on
which the poet can hang the detailed descriptions, learned arguments and show-
pieces of linguistic brilliance that are the very essence of kavya.

Stanzas from the Naisadhacarita are reprinted in numerous anthologies. As it is
one of the most difficult and learned poems and can therefore be truly understood

120 Ed.: Calcutta 1836; V. KRTIVARA, Benares 1886; P T . SIVADATTA, Bombay 19022

(NSP), revised by V.L.S. PANSTKAR, Bombay 19286 (NSP); J. VIDYASAGARA, Calcutta
1875/76; Benares 1954 (Haridasa-Samskrta-Granthamala 205); S.V. D I X I T , Belgaum 19674

(Cantos I to III only, with English translation). - Lit.: K.K. HANDIQUI, The Naisadhacarita
and Rajput painting, IHQ 12 (1916), p. 526 ff.; R.M. SHASTRI, Was Sriharsa a Bengali? AIOC
1926, 1, p. 48; A.C. EASTMAN, The Naisadhacarita as the source text of the Nala-DamayantI
drawings, JAOS 70 (1950), p. 238 ff.; A.N. J A M , Home of Sriharsa, JMSU 3 (1954), p. 91 ff.;
A.N. J A M , Extant of the Naisadhiyacaritam, JOIB 5 (1956), p. 297 ff.; A.N. J A M , A critical
study of Sriharsa's Naisadhiyacaritam, Baroda 1957 (M.S. University of Baroda Research
Series 2); M.B. EMMENEAU, Sriharsa's Naisadhacarita and the Mahabharata Critical Edition,
Poona 1960, P.K. G O D E Commemoration Vol. (Poona Oriental Series 93), p. 106 ff; S.
BHATTACHARYA, The Naisadhacarita in its bearing on the alamkara code, ibid., Ill, p. 19 ff;
H. VEDANTASASTRI, The birth place of Sriharsa, the author of Naisadha-Caritam, JGJh 18
(1961/62), p. 73 ff; P. BANDYOPADHYAYA, Observations on similes in the Naisadhacarita,
Calcutta 1966. - Translation: K.K. HANDIQUI, The Naisadhacarita of Sriharsa, Lahore 1934,
(reprint) 1956; S.V. D I X I T , Belgaum 19674 (Cantos 1 to 3 only).

121 Mahdbh. Ill, 50, 1 - III, 55, 2.
122 Seep. 172 f.
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and appreciated only by very well-educated readers, it has produced a rich crop of
commentaries, there being more than forty-five, those by Mallinatha and Ca-
ritravardhana.' included. Although the poem is traditionally counted among the six
great mahakavyas, it did not receive universal acclaim from Sriharsa's contempora-
ries or from later critics. While the majority of them probably regarded it as an
unsurpassed masterpiece and greatly admired his powers of description, his learning
and delighted in his choice of words, others were far less enthusiastic and some
directly negative. Thus, according to one anecdote123, the Kashmiri critic and poet
Mammata expressed the unflattering opinion that Sriharsa's poem alone would be
sufficient to provide him with all the examples of poetic defects (dosa) he would be
likely to need for his own book on the theory of poetry, the Kavyaprakasa. The
judgement of modern critics, both Western and Indian, is also frequently deprecia-
tory. Nevertheless we must admit that, in the Naisadhacarita, .Sriharsa reaches
greater heigths than earlier authors as regards linguistic virtuosity, paronomasia, the
display of learned knowledge and the use of figures and metre. Moreover no one
would dispute the fact that his poem is a much praised and very important work in
the Indian tradition as well as being the last of the great mahakavyas after Bharavi's
and Magha's. Every part of the work bears witness to the pains Sriharsa took to
achieve perfection. He polished every line and he made use of all the poetic
techniques and devices that had been invented and refined over the centuries. Fairly
early in the history of kavya there had developed a tendency to give greater breadth
to the material by'increasing the amount of descriptive writing and dealing with
even the smallest details rather than by extending the range of the action. This
tendency seems to have reached its peak in the Naisadhacarita, which later poets
were only able to imitate as they did not themselves possess the imagination or the
scholarship to improve on it,. As the Naisadhacarita is on this high level the
descriptions in it are elaborate to a degree, indeed even pedantic. Thus the
description of the svayamvara, the choice of a husband by Damayant! herself, which
in the Mahabharata occupies only a couple of lines, swells out here to five long
cantos (X-XIV). In addition to length and exactitude of description, it is
characterized by the use of decorative figures ranging from relatively simple devices
like alliteration to yamaka and paronomasia. Sriharsa is also a master of .sentiment
(rasa) and is fond of Weaving into his kavya recondite information frorn various
disciplines such as astronomy, astrology, philosophy, medicine and the science of
interpreting omens. When, in Canto XIII (3 ff.), Sarasyati, the goddess of eloquence,
art and learning, presents the five suitors to the young maiden, her speech is so
skilfully formulated that it is applicable not only to each of the suitors she is
presenting but also to Nala, the bridegroom Damayant! herself has chosen. In Canto
VII Sriharsa portrays Damayantl's beauty with the greatest possible thoroughness.
His description follows the method known as nakhasikha-(or padadikesanta124 in

123 T h e same anecdote makes the poet a nephew of M a m m a t a ' s , which is certainly pure
fiction.

124 cf. p. 144.
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which the body is described from toe-nails to the crown of the head or vice versa. He
moves systematically from part to part of the body devoting, for example, nine
stanzas to the girl's eyes and six to her lips. The description is put into the mouth of
the enraptured Nala who, unseen by Damayanti, is watching her. As the following
stanza shows, the portrayal is carried down to the smallest detail and often employs
daring similes;

amrtadyutilaksma pltaya militam yadvalabhipatakaya
valayayitasesasayinah sakhitam adita pltavasasah // (II, 101)

"The spot on the moon touched by the yellow banners (rising above) the turrets of this
town attained similarity to (Lord Visnu), when, dressed in his yellow garment, he reclines
on the coiled (serpent) Sesa."125

This stanza, which is part of a long description of the city in which dwells King
Bhima, the father of Damayanti, is written in Upajati metre. The imagery does
more than just compare two objects with each other; the simile is carried one step
further in the manner typical of advanced classical poetry. Sriharsa compares the
blue spot on the moon with the body of Visnu which, when he rests on the world-
snake Sesa at the end of each period of the earth, is the same shade of blue. Fur-
thermore, the yellow banners flying from the turrets are compared with the god's
yellow clothing and the ring round the spot on the moon is compared with the
coil into which the snake is rolled.

Our next example, in ViyoginI metre, is also taken from the second Canto. In it,
the poet describes Damayantl's perfectly proportioned body and, following an
ancient precept, regards the girl's body as having been moulded by the creator
himself:

udaram natamadhyaprsthatasphuradarigusthapadena mustina /
caturangulimadhyanirgatatrivalibhraji krtam damasvasuh // (II, 34)

"The (Creator's) fist, the thumb-mark of which is patent from the fact of Damayanti's
being depressed in the middle, made her belly beautiful with three (navel-) folds which
issued from inside its four fingers."126

We can see that this old cliche gains fresh charm when the imagination and
sensitivity of a great poet conjure up the image of a maiden being created by a god
whose hand fashions her slim waist and the three folds round her navel.

The following, equally imaginative stanza describing evening and nightfall comes
from the last sarga. The description of the sunset is put into Nala's mouth:

uccaistarad ambarasailamaules cyuto ravir gairikagandasailah
tasyaiva patena vicurnitasya sandhyarajorajir ihojjihite // (XXII, 4)

"Fallen from the lofty summit of the sky, the sun is like a red rock of chalk, pulverized. A
line of evening dust arises from the ruins of its fall."

125 Translation from K.K. Handiqui.
126 Translation from K.K. Handiqui.
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The glowing disk of the sun looks like a block of red chalk which the poet visualizes
as falling violently; when it strikes the earth it is smashed to pieces, like red dust,
becoming the red glow of dusk.

As already mentioned, the educated Indian reader generally approached the
Naisadhacarita with considerable respect, especially if he considered that none of
the other great mahakavyas possessed such great profundity or such a wealth of
brilliant ideas. Sriharsa's poem must have been widely read, for the commentators
who try to explain it come from all parts of India. The work was given a particularly
enthusiastic welcome in Bengal. While older poets tended to follow the poetic
norm, partly because they were conventional but mainly because it gave them
support and a feeling of security^ Sriharsa sinned against the most important rules of
poetry, grammar and metrics.^27 However, we can safely assume that, being a very
learned man, he did so not out of ignorance, but rather with the mischievous
waywardness of a master. We find both the great styles, Vaidarbhl and Gaudi, in his
poem, the latter occurring more frequently for natural reasons. The predominating
sentiment is the erotic (srngararasa), which js to be found in all three variants;
Cantos I-III illustrate the first blossoming of love (purvaraga), Canto IV love in
separation (vipralambhasmgara), and Cantos XVIII-XXII love in union (sambho-
gasrngara), the complete perfection of which is prepared for in Cantos V-XVII.

5. Other Sargabandhas

a) Poetry after Kalidasa

The previous section went into considerably more detail concerning the poets and
the structure of their works than it will be possible to give in the following sections.
Lack of space will permit only a brief account of poets who flourished between Ka-
lidasa's day and the 18th century, sometimes no more than their names. As this
period covers more than a thousand years and a vast amount of material, we shall
be forced to confine ourselves to the most important works and as far as possible
deal only with those that do not exist solely in manuscript but have actually been
published.

The poets who immediately followed Kalidasa are Mentha, Pravarasena, Kuma-
radasa and Vakpatiraja. Menlha* or Bhartrmentha, who must have lived in the

127 " w e leave aside the more recondite ones, e.g. of harping on the same theme (diptih
punah punah), of unnecessary swelling of accessory matters (ahgasydpy ativistrtih), under the
category of rasadosa, due to a lack in the sense of proportion and of inapt (apusta), farfetched
(kasta), repeated (punarukta), obscure (sandigdha), sense-betraying, flabby and confused
thought. The more technical and easily disposed of dosas of words and of concord (padadosa,
padamsadosa, vakyadosa), such as ungrammatical (cyutasamskrti),.rare, unfamiliar (apratita,
nihata), indecorous (aslila), unwarranted predication (avimrstavidheyamsa), of dropped and
extra words (nyunapada, adhikapada), of break of pause in metre (under hatavrtta), to
mention only the prominent ones, here abound." (S. BHATTACHARYA, The Naisadhacarita in
its bearing on the alamkara-code, p. 23).
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second half of the; 6th century A.Di, wrote the Hayagrivavadha, the "Killing of
Hayagriva". Both this poem and Mentha's commentary to Bharata's Natyasastra
have unfortunately been lost, but one |tanz£ from the Hayagrivavadha is.quotedin
Mammata's Kavyaprakasa, one in Ksemendra's Suvrttatilaka and two more in
Kalhana's Rajataranginl, a chronicle of the history of Kashmir. Other stanzas by
Mentha are quoted in various anthologies. His importance as a poet, by some
reckoned as equal to that of Kalidasa, Bharavi, Subandhu or Bana, is shown by the
praises lavished on him by Mankha, Sivasvamin, Rajasekhara and others. Accor-
ding to Kalhana, Mentha, who was also a Kashmiri, worked at the court of King
Matrgupta of Kashmir. King Pravarasena II, probably the successor of King Ma-
trgupta, lived a little later than Mentha. He has been credited with the authorship of
the Setubandha, the "Building of the Bridge" otherwise known as the Ra-
vanavaha,128 the "Killing of Ravana", a fifteen-canto long version of the Rama
legend written in the Prakrit dialect Maharastri. However, it does not differ in other
aspects from its model - Sanskrit kavya. The two recensions of the work that have
come down to us begin with the departure of Rama and, after the description in
Sargas XIII and XIV of the battle between Rama's army of monkeys and their
.demonic adversaries in Ceylon, end with the death of Ravana and the rescue of Sita.
The work is written in a difficult style which is fond of the repetition of sounds and
long compounds.

Sri Lankan tradition identifies our next poet, ^Kumaradasa; with the Ceylonese'
king of the same name (who reigned from ca. 51Z-526 A.D.) and connects this king,
who was supposedtHo have been a close friend of Kalidasa's, with the violent death
of the great Indian poet.129 Paranavitana considers Kumaradasa to be the son of a
Ceylonese prince named Mana and assumes that Kumaradasa's work, the Jana-
klharana,130 the "Abduction of Sita", was written during the reign of Manavam-
ma, a cousin of the poet's. Until fairly recently the work was only known
through Rajasundara's reconstruction in Sanskrit of part of the text and a Sinha-
lese paraphrase. The very close association there has always been between the Jana-

128 Ed.: P. GOLDSCHMIDT, Specimen des Setubandha, Gottingen 1873 (text and translation
of the first two cantos only, with extracts from Ramadasa's commentary); S. GOLDSCHMIDT,
Ravanavaha oder Setubandha, Prakrt und Deutsch herausgegeben, 2 vols., Strassburg-London
1880 and 1884; PT. SIVADATTA and K.P. PARAB, Bombay 1895, 19352 (KM 47, NSP); R.
BASAK, Ravanavaha-Mahakavyam, Calcutta 1959 (Calcutta Sanskrit College Research Series
8, texts 6). - Lit.: K.S. RAMASWAMI SHASTRI, King Pravarasena and Kalidasa, AIOC 1933, p.
99 ff.; E. SLUSZKIEWICZ, Le Ravanavaha et le Ramayana, RO 16 (1950), p. 543 ff.; A.D.
PUSALKER, Identity and date of Pravarasena, the author of the Setubandha, JASBo 31/32
(1956/57), p. 212 ff. - Translations: P. GOLDSCHMIDT, Gottingen 1873 (Cantos I and II only);
S. GOLDSCHMIDT, Strassburg-London 18-80 and 1884.

129 Seep. 116.
130 Ed.: D. STHAVIRA, Colombo 1891 (Cantos I-XV, in Sinhalese characters); HARIDASA

SASTRT, Calcutta 1893 (Cantos I-XV); G.R. NANDARGIKAR, Bombay 1907 (Cantos I-X);
L.D. BARNETT, Janaklharana XVI, BSOAS 4 (1926/28), p. 285 ff.; S. PARANAVITANA and
C.E. GODAKUMBURA, Colombo 1967; V. RAGHAVAN, Delhi 1977. - See also F.W. THOMAS,
The Janaklharana of Kumaradasa JRAS (1901), p. 253 ff.
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klharana and the fostering of Sanskrit in Ceylon makes it clear that Kumaradasa
must in fact have been a Ceylonese unless he was from the south of India. TThe style
itself and a love of citra figures tend to rule out the possibility that he might have
been a contemporary of Kalidasa. Although it is natural that those who venerated
Kumaradasa's poetry should have wished to associate him as closely as possible
with Kalidasa and were perhaps also encouraged to do so by the similarity in the
manner in which their names were constructed ("the servant of Kali" and "the
servant of (the god) Kumara" respectively), the fact remains that numerous
passages in the Janaklharana clearly show the influence of Kalidasa's works,
especially the Raghuvamsa. We must therefore conclude the Kumaradasa lived
some time after Kalidasa and Bharavi, whose work he also knew, though before
Vamana and Magha, as the former censured the use of a word in the Janaklharana
and the latter imitated one stanza from Kumaradasa's poem. Kumaradasa fits very
well into our relative chronology if we place him in the reign of Manavamma, i.e.
648-718 A.D. The new Sanskrit movement in Ceylon, which produced several
works in that language, began in the 4th century A.D. If Kumaradasa really was
Ceylonese and not from the south of India, the Janaklharana is the most important-
product of the movement. Like Pravarasenaf Kumaradasa uses the Rama legend
but, unlike his predecessor, he deals with the entire story, beginning in Ayodhya be-
fore the birth of Rama and finishing with the return of Rama and Sita and Rama's
consecration. The twenty cantos131 are written partly in the Vaidarbhi style and
partly in the difficult Gaudl style. Kumaradasa is fond of rare words, elaborate
alliteration, long compounds and citra figures. Like Bharavi and Magha, he
employs these figures in the battle scenes; Canto XVIII, showing the preparations
for the battle between Rama's army of monkeys and the lord of the Raksasas,
consists mainly of figurative stanzas which are intended to reproduce the sounds of
the tumult of battle and the cries of the soldiers. The canto is so difficult, however,
that it is hardly possible to decipher it without the aid of a good commentary. In it
we find ekaksara and dvyaksara stanzas, yamaka, sarvatobhadra and gomutrika132

stanzas as well as many others which test the powers of interpretation of even the
most skilful connoisseur of subtlety to the utmost. Everywhere in the poem we see
proof of the author's endeavour to choose words, synonyms and metres that are in
accord with the stanza or the theme of a whole section. Thus the falling rain (Canto
XI) is rendered in Drutavilambita metre, the dispatch of Angada to Ravana's court
in Svagata (Canto XV) and the erotic passages in Rathoddhata.133 Two sources in
the 11th and 12 th centuries134 state that Kumaradasa also wrote a poem in the
Buddhist spirit, the Srighananandamahakavya, a "Poem concerning Buddha and
Nanda". The anthology called the Subhasitavali contains six stanzas from the Ja-

131 S. P A R A N A V I T A N A and C.E. G O D A K U M B U R A , op. cit., give a detailed account of the
contents of each canto , p . X X X I X ff.

132 For the meaning of these terms see p . 154; p. 186, notes 97 and 98.
133 A survey of the met res used by K u m a r a d a s a is to be found bo th in S. P A R A N A V I T A N A

and C.E. GODAKUMBURA, op. cit, p. XXXVII f.
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naklharana, but quotes them under the name of Kumaradatta instead of Kumara-
dasa.

An important kavi in Prakrit was Vakpati(raja). This was not the poet's family
name but was either a title135 chosen by the poet himself or awarded him by King
Yasovarman of Kanauj (1st half of the 8th century) at whose court Vakpatiraja and
Bhavabhuti lived as court poets. Only the second of Vakpatiraja's two poems, the
Madhumathanavijaya and the Gaiidavaha!36, has been preserved. It is very long and
sings the praises of his princely patron. As with Pravarasena's works, isolated
stanzas by Vakpatiraja (Pkt. fiappairaa), which may be quotations from the
Madhumathanavijaya, are to be found in King Hala's Sattasai. Also lost, unfortu-
nately, are the Kumarasambhava by the well-known Kashmiri master of alam-
kara Udbhata (end of the 8th and beginning of the 9th centuries) which makes use
of the same material as the poem of that name by Kalidasa137, and Sankuka's
poem Bhuvanabhyudaya (beginning of the 9th century), which is mentioned by
Kalhana. Sankuka, who was another Kashmiri, lived at the time of King Aji-
tapida of Kashmir and is probably the same man as the author* of an interesting
theoretical work on poetry and a commentary on the rasasutra in Bharata's Natya-
sastra. Rajanaka Ratnakarafs Haravijaya138, "The Victory of Hara (= Siva)", is
clearly influenced by Magha. It has no fewer than fifty cantos and describes Siva's
victory over the demon Andhaka. The demon was born blind but had received the
use of his eyes thanks to his strict asceticism and was now continually arousing the
anger of the gods. This poet, also from Kashmir, bore the titles Vagisvara and Vid-
yapati and lived during the reigns of King Jayapida and King Avantivarman
of Kashmir, i.e. around the middle of theC 9th century, perhaps about 830-880.
His long poem is a brilliant display of yamaka and other citra figures and reveals a
deep knowledge of both the niti- and the kamasastra. Canto XLVII contains a

134 They are the Sanskrit texts Suvarnapuravamsa, an 1 l t h century chronicle by Suvarna-
pura or Srivijaya from Eastern Java (mod. Palembang), and the Paramparapustaka, a
historical work written in Ceylon during the reign of Vikramabahu (beginning of the 12th
century).

135 vakpatiraja means " k i n g of p o e t s " or, to be more exact, "k ing of the masters of (poetic)
speech".

136 Ed.: S.P. P A N D I T , B o m b a y 1887 (BSS 34); S.P. P A N D I T and N.B. U T G I K A R , Bombay

1927; N . G . S U R U , P o o n a 1975 (Prakri t Text Society Series 18; with English translat ion). -
Lit.: G. B U H L E R and P. P A N D I T , T h e Gai idavaha , a historical p o e m in Prakri t by Vakpa t i ,
W Z K M 1 (1887), p . 324 ff., 2 (1888), p . 328 ff.; V.A. S M I T H , T h e history of the city of Kanauj
and of king Y a s o v a r m a n , J R A S (1908), p . 765 ff.; V . V . , M I R A S H I , Bhavabhut i , Delh i 1974, p .
3 f.,.6, 19 f. and 29 f. - Trans la t ion: N . G . S U R U , Poona 1975.

137 A third poem entitled Kumarasambhava appeared in the 14th century. The author was
Jayasekhara.

1 3 8 Ed.:_ PT. DURGAPRASAD and K.P. PARAB, Bombay 1890 (KM 22, NSP). - Lit.: H.

JACOBI, Anandavardhana and the date of Magha, WZKM 4 (1890), p. 239 ff. (Kleine
Schriften, p. 441 ff.); S.K. SHARMA, Sentiments in the Haravijaya, JGJh "20/21 (1963/65), p.
131 ff.; S.K. SHARMA, Rhetorical Embellishments in the Haravijaya, JGJh 22 (1966), p. 203
ff.; G.U. THITE, Haravijaya Mahakavya, Navabharata 18, 9 (Bombay 1965), p. 18 ff. (in Ma-
rathi).
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very long hymn to Candi written in Vasantatilaka metre. In addition to the Hara-
vijaya Ratnakara wrote two collections of stanzas entitled Vakroktipancasika and
Dhvanigathapanjika as well as a commentary to one of Vasudeva's yama-
ka-poems, the Yudhisthiravijaya. The contents of the Vakroktipancasika139, the
"(Collection of) Fifty Stanzas in Ambiguous Speech", are erotic and it takes the
form of a dialogue between Siva and his young consort Uma.

The four cantos of the NalodayaM0, "Nala's Success", relate the story of Nala
and DamayantI141 and were perhaps written in the 9th century. The authorship of
this poem in the yamaka style is in dispute. It is often attributed to Kalidasa, but
Recording jto the manuscript colophon it was written partly by Ravideva, partly by
Vasudeva142 and partly by a certain Kesavaditya. The Raksasakavya143, "The Poem
by Raksasa (?)", is also attributed to Ravideva. It is a short poem of only twenty
stanzas in a bombastic style and its meaning is not clear. It is sometimes also called
the Kavyaraksasa, Buddhivinoda(kavya) or Vidvadvinoda(kavya).144 We find a poet
by the name of Raksasa in the anthologies entitled Saduktikarnamrta and Sarn-
gadharapaddhati, but none of the stanzas in them are quotations from the Ra-
ksasakavya. A poet from Kashmir, Abhinanda (or Gaudabhinanda ?), the son of
Jayanta Bhatta (or Bhatta Jayanta), also belongs to the 9th century, probably the
beginning. His Kadambarfkathasara145 is a metrical version of Bana's much-
admired prose novel Kadambari. The material is arranged in eight cantos written
for the most part in Sloka measure. As the poem mentions a certain Gauda as an
ancestor of the author's, Abhinanda may be identical with the Gaudabhinanda of
the anthologies. Another Abhinanda, the son of Satananda, wrote the Ramacari-

139 Ed.: in KM 1, Bombay 1886 - C. BERNHEIMER, Uber die vakrokti: Ein Beitrag zur
Geschichte der indischen Poetik, ZDMG 63 (1909), p. 797 ff. (text and translation of the first
ten stanzas).

'40 Ed.: BABU RAMA, Kidderpore 1813; F. BENARY, Berlin 1830; W. YATES, Calcutta
1844 (with metrical English translation); in J. HAEBERLIN, KS; PT.J. SUKLA, Calcutta 1870. —
Lit.: R. PISCHEL, ZDMG 56 (1902), p. 626 ff. and 58 (1904), p. 244 f.; A.R. RAMANATHA
AYYAR, JRAS 1925, p. 263 ff.; K. KUNJUNNI RAJA, The contribution of Kerala to Sanskrit
literature, Madras 1958, p. 22 ff. - Translations: H. FAUCHE, Oeuvres completes de Kalidasa,
traduits du Sanskrit en frangais, II, Paris 1860; W. YATES, Calcutta 1844.

141 Cf. p. 192.
142 Possibly identical wi th the famous yamaka-poet Vasudeva, the au tho r of the Tripura-

dahana, Saurikathodaya and Yudhisthiravijaya. The re were, however , several Vasudevas.
143 Ed.: in A. H O E F E R , Sanskri t -Lesebuch, Berlin 1849; K.P. P A R A B , B o m b a y 1900 (NSP),

Bombay 1915 (with Hindi t ranslat ion); S A T Y A R A N J A N B A N D O P A D H Y A Y , Calcut ta 1366 (A.D.
1971) (in Bengali characters , with Bengali t ranslat ion). - Lit.: D.R. M A N K A D , Buddhivinoda-
kavyam, I H Q 12 (1936), p . 692 f.; S . K D E , O n the identi ty of the Buddhiv inodakavya , I H Q
13 (1937), p . 172 ff; P.K. G O D E , Da t e of Raksasa Kavya or Kavyaraksasa . Before A . D . 1000,
J IH 19 (1940), p . 312 ff. and in: Studies in Indian Literary History, I, Bombay 1953, p . 195 ff.

144 I.e., " P o e m for the en te r t a inment of the spirit (of the connoisseur )" and " P o e m for the
en te r t a inment of the conno i s seur" respectively.

' 4 5 Ed.: P T . D U R G A P R A S A D and K.P. P A R A B , Bombay 1888, 1899 ( K M 11 , NSP) ; A.
S A R M A N , Lahore 1900; in: T h e Pandi t , 1-3. - G. B O R S A N I - S C A L A B R I N O , No te compara t ive
sulla Kadambari e la sua epitome di Abhinanda, IT 1 (1973), p. 141 ff
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ta146, a Rama poem in thirty-six cantos beginning with the abduction of Sita and
ending with the death of Kumbha (Nikumbha).

Sivasvamin, aiBuddhist147 and a Kashmiri, court poet to King Avantivarman of
Kashmir, lived in the second half of the 9th century;. His poem, the Kapphina-
phyudaya148, "The Triumph of Kapphina", consists of twenty cantos and is a
version of an early Buddhist legend which we recognize from the Avadanasataka
and the commentary to the Dhammapada. It is the story of the southern Indian
ruler Kapphina of Lilavatl, a contemporary of Gautama Buddha. When the king
undertook a campaign to conqueFlthe State of Kosala and captured the capital,
Sravastl, Prasenajit, the ruler of Kosala, sent for help to Buddha, to whom he was
allied by bonds of friendship. Buddha worked a miracle and the invader was de-
feated. Overwhelmed, Kapphina praised the Enlightened One and was not only
converted')to Buddhism but begged Gautama to allow him to enter the Buddhist
order. The poem, an important literary performance, is rich in citra figures and al-
so contains a number of the conventionally long descriptions of details which fit
fairly well with the plot and the edifying Buddhist theme. The author describes
the Himalaya, the seasons, sunset, moonrise, the military encampment and the
king's enjoyment of the pleasures of bathing and of love/-One hymn to Buddha
is in Prakrit. Sivasvamin's models were first and foremost Magha and Rajanaka
Ratnakara, his fellow-countryman and colleague at the cultured court of King
Avantivarman. A second work in the Buddhist spirit which may have been writ-
ten about the same time is Buddhaghosa's Padyacudamani149, ten cantos telling
the life-story of Buddha in kavya form. It is almost certainly not by the great
Buddhist teacher and text-commentator, but by someone else of the same name.
The Jinacarita150, written in Pali, has been ascribed to an author named Medhan-
kara (end of the 13th century). It is a life of Buddha in 470 stanzas written in a
number of different metres. The diction in the delightful imagery and the numer-
ous descriptive passages is relatively simple and the poet, who slavishly follows
the account given in the Jatakanidanakatha, makes very few additions of his
own. The influence of Sanskrit kavya, above all of Asvaghosa and Kalidasa, is
clearly noticeable.

The tendency to compose poetry that was overloaded with abstruse matter grew
stronger at the beginning of the 2nd millennium than it had been in the centuries
after Kalidasa. In fact we can safely say that a display of erudition and bravura
passages are the most prominent characteristics of later classical poetry although

1 4 6 Ed.: K.S. RAMASVAMT SASTRT, Baroda 1930 (GOS 46). - D.C. SIRCAR, Date of

Abhinanda, author of the Ramacarita, IHQ 25 (1949), p. 132 ff.
r
 147 According to S.N. DASGUPTA and S.K. DE, A History of Sanskrit Literature, p. 321,

Sivasvamin, like Rajanaka Ratnakara, was a Kashmiri Sivaite.
148 Ed.: GAURI SHANKAR, Lahore 1937 (Panjab University Oriental Publication Series). -

G. SHANKAR, An unpublished Buddhist epic poem or Kasmirabhatta Sivasvamin's Kapphi-
nabhyudaya Mahakavya, AIOC 1933, p. 111 ff.

1 4 9 Ed.: M . R A N G A A C H A R Y A a n d S. K U P P U S V A M I S A S T R I , M a d r a s 1921 .
150 Ed.: W.H.D. ROUSE, JPTS 1904/05; ed. and transl. C. DUROISELLE, Rangoon 1906.
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there are of course notable exceptions. WheiLthe means of poetic expression had
become standardized to a very large extent, learning and linguistic versatility could
replace the true poet's richness of imagination and elegance of style. The purely
mechanical side gained the upper hand and poetry could be manufactured merely
by mastering the technical armoury and displaying linguistic brilliance. This
development was what one might have expected since the poetic criteria and
conventions that had been handed down had long been felt to be binding, but it was
not until now that poetry based upon erudition and technical know-how began to
dominate the field. For the next nine hundred years kavya went through a process of
ever greater refinement in so far as attention was concentrated less on the poem as a
whole than on its microstructure: a series of stanzas, a single stanza, a single
sentence. About the beginning of the 2nd millennium A.D. classical poetry seemed
to have come to the point where further development along the same lines seemed
scarcely possible. It was then that the emphasis was laid almost exclusively on the
most skilful possible use of technical means, the use of erudite matter as a
decoration and on affectations. A poet would reproduce in a routine manner the
same old themes that earlier writers had used over and over again, but generally he
no longer knew how to give a phrase that fresh new turn that astonishes and delights
the reader. Even when he invented something new, he often only offered unnatural
or directly peculiar conceits. The Islamic invasion of India brought few new
impulses either, although a number of the Moslem rulers became patrons of
classical Indian poetry and Sanskrit scholarship. Those changes that did take place
were mostly in form. Poets were very fond of turning a whole poem into a display of
grammatical brilliance or of writing not one stanza or canto in the yamaka style, but
all of them. The development towards erudite, difficult poetry was greatly furthered
by the fact that this was a time of intense activity in almost all branches of.science.
Scholars wrote handbooks, commentaries to philosophical and other works and
frequently acted both as literary critics and as poets. An extensive kavya literature
now grew up in educated Jaina circles, which were far more devoted to the poetic
muse than were Buddhists.jQaiite a few Jaina poems are kavyas of high quality), but
not all works going under the name of kavya are of a purely literary nature as Jaina
writers, like the early Buddhists, used the literary form as a means of spreading

jreligious propaganda. A large number of texts have lower pretentions than are
acceptable for kavya and really belong either Jo narrative literature or, as they deal
with holy places and the legends associated with them, to the category known as
mahatmyas} i.e., works describing great men or places of pilgrimage. Numerous
works by Hindus and Jainas alike that have as their subject an actual person,
usually the poet's patron, are reckoned as ̂ historical kavyaMn older histories of
literature. In fact, they are only historical "in the broadest sense of the word. As.it
was the poet's intention to say nothing but good of his protector and to prophesy
auspicious things for him, as in prasastis, eulogies on kings; ministers, etc., truth
and fiction are mingled quite uncritically. It was not in the author's interest to build
his work on the basis of historical or geographical material; his main object was
rather to compose something that was effective poetically and would earn him the
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approval of his master and the critics. In Vakpatiraja's Gaiidavaha King Yasovar-
man defeats the Persians (parasika), although at that time the Persian Empire no
longer existed, and many other poets continually allow gods and other supernatural
beings to intervene in the fate of their heroes. Poems of this sort are therefore really
pseudo-historical kavyas. In order to marshal the large number of texts into at least
a few easil; distinguishable groups: we shall deal with Jaina poetry, pseudo-
historical as well as yamaka-, slesa- and sastrakavya^in later chapters. Meanwhile let
us look at other poetry that does not fall into these four categories.

Kaviraja Rajanaka J^ankha (or Mankhaka, Mankhuka), a Kashmiri poet, was
active in the first half of the 12th century. He was a pupil of the alamkara master
Ruyyaka, whom we know of from numerous theoretical works, and a brother of
Alamkara (or Lankaka), one of the ministers of King Jayasimha of Kashmir (1127-
1150). In his long poem Srikanthacarita151, "The Deeds of Srikantha (Siva)",
Mankha describes how, after completing the poem, he submitted it to a learned
gathering of critics and courtiers, including Ruyyaka himself, at his brother's
house.'52 The poem was evidently so much to Ruyyaka's taste that he quoted five
stanzas from Mankha's kavya in his own Alamkarasarvasva, his most important
work. The material for the Srikanthacarita is taken from puranic sources; it
describes the events leading up to Siva's victory over the demon Tripura and
consists of twenty-five cantos. The fourth contains a description of Mount Kailasa,
the fifth of Siva, lord and master of the mountain, and the sixth of spring. Like so
many poets after Kalidasa, Mankha follows in Magha's footsteps but does not
succeed in surpassing his great predecessor although he handles figures and metre
with great skill and the ..language is frequently striking. The poem was written
between 1135 and 1145. Another Kashmiri who was a devout follower of Siva was
the poet Jayarathai (or Jayadratha), who also lived in the 12th century. His lengthy
Haracaritacintamani153, "The Wishing-Stone of the Deeds of (the God) Siva",
contains many Siva legends and descriptions of Sivaite shrines in Kashmir. Judging
by the structure, however, it is jnox? of a mahatmya than a kavya. Other works that
belong more to the category of didactic, moralizing writing rather than true poetry
are JKsemendra's Carucarya, Caturvargasamgraha, Darpadalana, Kalavilasa, Nl-
tikafpadruma and Sevyasevakopadesa. To narrative literature belong his great
collection of stories Brhatkathamanjari, the Dasavataracarita, recounting the ten
incarnations of Visnu, his RamayanamanjarL, Bharatamanjari and Padyakadamba-
ri, which relate the stories of the Ramayana, the Mahabharata and the novel
Kadambari respectively, and also his collection of Buddhist rebirth stories en-

151 Ed.: PT. DURGAPRASAD and K.P. PARAB, Bombay 1887, 19002 (KM 3, NSP). - E.
KREYENBORG, Der 25. Gesang des Srikanthacaritam des Mankha: Ein Beitrag zur altindi-
schen Literaturgeschichte, Minister 1929. - Lit.: B.N. BHATT, Some noteworthy pecularities
of Mankha's Srikanthacaritam, JOIB 20 (1970), p. 163 ff.; B.N. BHATT, Srikanthacaritam: a
study, Baroda 1973 (M.S. University of Baroda Research Series 14); B.C. MANDAL, The date
of Mankha's Srikanthacarita, JOIB 26 (1977), p. 385 ff.

152 Srlkanthac. XXV.
1 5 3 Ed.: P T . S I V A D A T T A a n d K .P . P A R A B , B o m b a y 1897 ( K M 6 1 , NSP) .



204 S. Lienhard • A History of Classical Poetry

titled Avadanakalpalata) Somadeva's Kathasaritsagara, "The Sea of the Stream of
Stories", is also narrative literature; like the above-mentioned works by Ksemen-
dra, it favours plenty of action and presents the reader with entertaining matter and
arresting events in rapid succession. Both Somadeva and Ksemendra were Kashmi-
ris, the latter also having written a number of theoretical books on poetry. As these
authors concentrate on plot and the development of events, no commentaries are
necessary to their works, which flow well and are easy to read. They are;'not so
compactly structured as kavya, in which each part is closely related to others, thus
producing a density of text that often makes it necessary for the reader to stop and
re-study a passage. As authors of both narrative and didactic literature underwent
strict training, the aesthetic tone in their works can nevertheless become so much
stronger than the narrative element that some texts or parts of them are
unquestionably acceptable as kavya. Didactic and narrative works are not dealt with
here, but it is important to bear in mind that many of these texts, like numerous
other genres, stand on the threshold of being classical poetry.

Kavya of a high order was written at the court of King Laksmanasena of Bengal
(1179- about 1205), who gathered round him such important poets as Govardhana
(or Govardhanacarya), Dhoyi (Kaviraja), Jayadeva, Sarana and Umapatidhara.154

We have already mentioned Govardhana and Dhoyi, the first of whom wrote
muktakas and the second a messenger-poem, the Pavanaduta.155 No works by
Sarana or Umapatidhara have survived, but their colleague Jayadeva tells us in the
Gitagovinda (I, 4) that Sarana was very skilful at composing impromptu poetry that
was obscure. Umapatidhara wrote the lost Candracudacarita, a poem in the major
form, stanzas from which are quoted in some anthologies if the name they are
published under really refers to Laksmanasena's court poet and not to someone else
with the same name.

The greatest of the five, however, was iJayadeva/ from Kindubilva whose Gl-
tagovindakavya (Gitagovinda for short)156 has both aesthetic and religious qualities.
Jayadeva was in fact a great innovator in kavya, one of the most gifted of the
Sanskrit poets, and his Krsna poem is one of the last great masterpieces of classical
poetry. The impact of his Gitagovinda as a Visnuite text on the love of god and on
ecstatic Krsna worship was immense and he enjoyed a very high reputation not only
in the Bengali Sahajiya sect, which regarded him as their chief teacher, their
adiguru, but also in the Caitanya movement and in the Vallabhacarin sect. Legends
about the celebrated master have come down to us in Nabhadasa's Baktamala, a
collection of hagiography in Hindi (mid 17th century), and in the Sanskrit Bhakta-
mala by Candradatta, which is based on Nabhadasa's book. Jayadeva himself did
not, of course, pursue any sectarian aims. He looked upon himself as a poet, indeed

154 All these poets are men t ioned by Jayadeva in Gitagov. 1, 4. T h e wel l -known stanza
govardhanas ca sarano jayadeva umapatih / kavirdjas ca ratndni samitau laksmanasya ca
n a m e s the same poets as the five "jewels at the cour t of Laks manas ena" , bu t Dhoy i , w h o m
Jayadeva calls Dhoyi Kaviksmdpati ( " the pr ince of poets , Dhoy i " ) , is here s imply given the
title Kaviraja ("king of poets") .

155 p. 97 ff. (Govardhana) and p. 121 ff. (Dhoyi).
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as "the king of king-poets" (kavirajaraja), and upon his poetry as kavya, as many
passages in the Gitagovinda make clear. There are several poets called Jayadeva in
the history of Sanskrit literature. Another writer of this name wrote the drama
Prasannaraghava, a third the Srrigaramadhavlyacampu, a fourth the Ratimanjari
and yet a fifth the Chandrahsutra. A sixth Jayadeva is the author of the popular
handbook on the theory of poetry called the Candraloka and a seventh, also known
as Paksadhara Misra, was a well-known logician from Mithila. Many of the excerpts
in anthologies published under the name are not to be found in the Gitagovinda and
are therefore either from other works by Laksmanasena's Jayadeva or are by other
poets of the same name. Two stanzas attributed to Jayadeva appear in western
Apabhramsa in the Sikhs' holy hymnbook, the Adigrantha,; and one stanza from the
Gitagovinda is quoted in an inscription dated 1292.

It is astonishing that while DhoyI and Govardhana write traditional poetry which,
in spite of all its refinements, particularly in the AryasaptasatI, never strays outside

156 Ed.: C. LASSEN, Bonn 1836 (with translation into Latin); in J. HAEBERLIN, KS; M.R.
TELANG and V.L.S. PANSTKAR, Bombay 1899 (NSP); N.R. ACARYA, Bombay 19499 (NSP);
K. SARMA, Varanasi 1961 (Haridasa-Samskrta-Granthamala 129); V.M. KULKARNI, Ahme-
dabad 1965; A. SHARMA, K. DESHPANDE and V.S. SHARMA, Hydarabad 1969; H. QUELLET,
Hildesheim 1978. - Lit. (including imitations): R. PISCHEL, Die Hofdichter des Laksmanase-
na, Gottingen 1893; D.C. BHATTACHARYYA, Date of Lakshmanasena and his predecessors,
IA 51 (1922), p. 145 ff. and 153 ff.; P.G. GOPALAKRISHNA AIYAR, The GIta-govinda: a
prosodic study, JORM 1 (1927), p. 350 ff.; M.R. MAJUMDAR, A 15th century Gitagovinda
MS. with Gujarat! paintings, JUB 6 (1938), p. 123 ff.; VALENTINI-DE RIGO, Un antico codice
inedito del Gitagovinda, RSO 18 (1940), p. 59 ff.; E.P. RADHAKRISHNAN, Abhinavagi-
tagovinda, PO 4 (1940), p. 16 ff.; S.K. CHATTERJI, Jayadevakavi, in: A.S. Dhruva Memor.
Vol. Ill, Ahmedabad 1944^6; S.K. CHATTERJI, Jayadeva, New Delhi 1973; V.W. KARAM-
BELKAR, Three more imitations of the Gitagovinda, IHQ 25 (1949), p. 95 ff; S.N. SARMA,
Assamese versions of Jayadeva's GIta-govinda, JUG 1 (1950), p. 71 ff; H.G. NARAHARI, A
south Indian imitation of the Gitagovinda, BV 15 (1951), p. 199 ff; S. SEN, The earliest form
and perfection of the "Mangala" lyric, JUG 2 (1951), p. 65 ff; P.K. GODE, Studies in Indian
literary history, I, Bombay 1953, p. 138 ff. (on Jayadeva's prosody); S. HOTA, Jayadeva: who
is he? AIOC 1955, p. 174 ff; S.K. DE, Early history of Vaisnava faith and movement in
Bengal, Calcutta 1961; M.S. RANDHAWA, Kangra paintings of the Gita Govinda, Delhi 1963;
E.C. DIMOCK, The Place of the Hidden Moon: erotic mysticism in the Vaisnava-Sahajiya cult
of Bengal, Chicago 1966; A.D. MUKHERJI, Lyric metres in Jayadeva's GIta-govinda, JAS 9
(Calcutta 1967); R. SARKAR, Gitagovinda: towards a total understanding, Groningen 1974
(Publikaties van het Instituut voor Indische talen en culturen 2); S. SANDAHL-FORGUE, Le Gi-
tagovinda: tradition et innovation dans le kavya, Stockholm 1977 (Stockholm Oriental
Studies 11; with text); L. SIEGEL, Sacred and profane dimensions of love in Indian traditions
as exemplified in the Gitagovinda of Jayadeva, Delhi.. .1978. Cf. also E. TE NIJENHUIS,
Musicological literature, Wiesbaden 1977 (HIL VI, 1), pp. 11 f. and 18 (on rdgas and tdlas in
the Gltag.); KAPILA VATSYAYAN, Jaur Gita-Govinda. A Dated Sixteenth Century Gita-
Govinda from Mewar, New Delhi 1980; KAPILA VATSYAYAN, The Bundi Gita-Govinda,
Varanasi 1981. - Translations: C. LASSEN, Bonn 1836 (Latin); H. FAUCHE, Le Gita-govinda
et le Ritou-sanhara, traduits du Sanscrit en francais, Paris 1850; W. JONES, The Gita-govinda,
or Songs of Jayadeva, Calcutta 1894; M.G. COURTILLIER, Le Gita-govinda, pastorale de
Jayadeva, Paris 1904; F. RUCKERT, Gita Govinda oder die Liebe des Krischna und der
Radha, Berlin 1920; G. KEYT, Shri Jayadeva's GIta-govinda, Bombay 1947; B. STOLER
MILLER, Love Song of the Dark Lord: Jayadeva's Gitagovinda, New York 1977 (with text).
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the accepted bounds of classical writing, their contemporary and colleague Jayadeva
becomes a pioneer in kavya, successfully opening up new paths both in form and in
expression. The Gltagovinda is about the love of Krsna and Radha, their
estrangement and reunion. Within this framework it deals with all the phases of
love that we recognize as the constantly recurring themes of erotic poetry, especially
in laghukavya, and in the miniature painting that was later to develop in India. The
lover's grief experienced by Radha, the cowgirl (gopi) favoured by the divine
cowherd (govinda), when he dances with the gopis in spring is portrayed by
Jayadeva with the greatest sensitivity. He describes Krsna's remorse and longing for
Radha, the messenger-girl's attempts to effect a reconciliation between them,
Krsna's negligence in failing to go to a rendez-vous with Radha, her bitter
disappointment, the consolation given her by her friends and the messenger-girl and
finally the happy reunion of the lovers. Exuberant vocal effects and stormy,
melodiously flowing or plaintive rhythms evoke the appropriate atmosphere in the
heterogeneous medley of scenes of glowing passion, wild drunkenness or the infinite
sorrow of love. Except when the speaker is the poet himself, the personae and
speakers in the various scenes are the nayaka, here Krsna, the nayika, Radha, the
dutl and the sakhl, the (female) messenger and the nayika's confidante, who console
her during her time of separation (viraha) and act as her intercessors. This poem of
twelve cantos begins as a story of yipralambhasrngara, love in separation, but ends
happily in sambhogasrngara, love in union. In Cantos V to X, as well as in other
lines and stanzas, we meet in the_person of the beautiful young Radha_ the six types
of nayika so often dwelt on by older poets: in Canto V_ the abhisarika, "she who
makes the love-promenade"; in VI the yasakasajja, "she who prepares herself to
receive her lover"; in VII the vipralabdha, "she who is disappointed", as her lover
did not turn up at their rendez-vous; in YJUthe khandjta, "she who is deceived";
in IX the kalahantarita, "she who scorned her lover due to the strength of her anger
but now repents it"; and in X the mamn!^ the "sulky" beauty after the love-quarrel.
The seductive backdrop to this love-story is the pastoral landscape of the Vrn-
davana: the cowherd's hut surrounded with flowering scented trees, the cool banks
of the Yamuna River and shady groves which are an invitation to erotic pleasures.
Jayadeva's poem can be interpreted in two ways; behind the eroticism of the stanzas
there Jies a mystical purport, as there does in many Sanskrit poems. Some of the
many commentators do, in fact, interpret the love-play between Radha and Krsna
as the yearning of the human soul for God. Like the longing of the nayika during the
phase of unrequited love, it comes to rest only after overcoming the period of
painful separation, the viraha.157

The construction of the poem is more complex than that of traditional
sargabandhas: as twenty-four so-called .prabandhas, /generally of eight stanzas
each158, have been worked into the kavya. In a manuscript version of the Gl-
tagovinda from the south of India these passages are also called astapadls, "eight-
stanza (passages)". (Each canto contains up to four of these prabandhas.159 The
sargas and the prabandhas woven into them differ greatly from each other, for the
latter are songs. This is shown by the fact that .they have refrains, and also by notes
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made on the manuscript regarding rhythm (tala) and melody (raga). These songs
were not to be recited (pathaniya) but to be sung and danced to (nataniya). Another
important difference between these two styles in the Gltagovinda is that the main

Jpody of the text is written in varnas or vrttas, that is to say in a syllabic metre) while
the prabandhas follow another Indian metrical system which is not quantitative but
which prescribes a definite number of morae for each quarter-stanza.160 The mora-.
system was especially well-developed in Prakrit and Apabhramsa poetry, which was
also fond of refrains and of grouping together a number of stanzas - often eight -
into larger units. An innovation in the Gltagovinda which has a parallel in the
poet's signature (bhanita^in Old Bengali and Old Hindi poetry is that the author
includes his own name in the final stanza of each canto and, in an ambiguous form,
in the refrain of the second prabandha: jaya jayadeva hare, "Triumph, God of
Triumph (or: Jayadeva), Hari!"

The predilection for rhyme, hitherto sparingly used, also makes its first
appearance here in Sanskrit poetry and the fact that both interior rhyme and end
rhyme are to be found in the songs shows clearly that Jayadeva was strongly
influenced by Apabhramsa and popular.poetry. R. Pischel and S.K. Chatterji have
even supported the idea that Jayadeva's Gltagovinda might be a Sanskrit version of
an original in Apabhramsa or Old Bengali. This theory must, however, be rejected
as the phonetic system of these two languages would demand quite different rhymes
and alliterations.161 For this reason it would prove impossible to produce even an
approximately accurate Sanskrit rendering of an Apabhramsa poem of this nature.

Earlier researchers were often puzzled by the question of what genre a work
containing so many innovations as Jayadeva's should be assigned to. C. Lassen
regarded the Gltagovinda as alyrical drama, S. Levi as a sort of opera and R- Pischel

157 Numerous concepts taken from the poetics of love poetry were at this t ime and later
incorporated into the theory and practice of bhakti-mysticism. Unfortunately we do not know
anything about the extent to which Jayadeva actively participated in the cult of Vaisnavism.
B. Stoler Miller correctly remarks, however, that "a l though the legend of Jayadeva's life has
no historical value, it does tell us that in the course of his wanderings Jayadeva visited Puri,
where he came under the influence of the Jagannatha cult und formed a special relationship
which Padmavatl . The identification of Padmavatl is not supported by either of the early
commentators of the Gltag. Both Mananka and Kumbhakarna identify Padmavatl (1 , 2; 10,
9; 11, 21), or Padmd (1 , 25) as the names of Krishna's divine consort Sri ( 1 , 2 ; 1, 23), or
Laksmi (11 , 22), who is also called Kama/a (I, 17) in the poem. The "mar r i age" of Jayadeva
and Padmavati in the legend may be a veiled allusion to his initiation in the Srivaishnava cult
that was established in Puri under Ramanuja 's influence" (Love Song of the Dark Lord, p . 5).

158 prabandha 1 contains eleven, prabandha 2 n ine and prabandha 10 five stanzas. All the
others have eight stanzas.

159 They are distr ibuted as follows: I. prab.: 1-4; II: 5-6; III: 7; IV: 8-9; V: 1 0 - 1 1 ; VI:
12; VII: 13-16; VIII: 17; IX: 18; X: 19; XI: 2 0 - 2 2 and XII: 2 3 - 2 4 .

160 O n the "dis t inct ion between glti and pat ha and further an appo r t i onmen t of the mdtra
meters to the former, of the varna meters to the latter, ca tegory" see S.I. P O L L O C K , Aspects of
Versification in Sanskrit Lyric Poetry, N e w Haven , Conn . 1977 (AOS 61), p . 112 ff.

161 Above all due to the quali tat ive changes in vowels and the disappearance of intervocalic
consonants in A p a b h r a m s a and Old Bengali.
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«,.
as a melodrama, while L. von Schroeder considered it to be a finer sort of yatray i.e.,
a popular play in Krsna's honour. None of these labels does the character of the
work justice. They fail to recognize both the author's intentionsanifthe structure of
the work which, despite all its innovations, is nevertheless an example of kavya of
the major form that develops the ancient poetic traditions in, for instance, theme,
attribute and phrasing, as I have shown. Whereas the majority of poets writing after
the beginning of the second millennium took Magha and Bharavi as their models,
Jayadeva did not attempt to captivate his public with a display of erudition and
citra figures. Instead he surprises us by rejuvenating the form and language of kavya
by using a number of techniques that we must assume he took from Apabhramsa
literature and from popular poetry. As in other kavyas, numerous stanzas in the
Gltagovinda can be read as muktakas. However, it will strike the reader that, on
the whole, the prabandha stanzas in the poem are much more closely related to
each other than those in the sargas or stanzas in other kavyas. This is to a consid-
erable extent because of the rhyme.

The first and second prabandhas are in the form of hymns praising Krsna in
ecstatic terms as the supreme god and master of the world (jagadlsa). The following
stanzas are taken from the second hymn:

sritakamalakucamandala dhrtakundala e /
kalitalalitavanamala / jaya jayadeva hare // (1)

dinamanimandalamandana bhavakhandana e /
munijanamanasahamsa / jaya jayadeva hare // (2)

amalakamaladalalocana bhavamocana e /
tribhuvanabhuvananidhana / jaya jayadeva hare // (5)

srijayadevakaver idam kurute mudam e /
mangalam ujjvalagltam / jaya jayadeva hare // (9)

"You rest on the circle of Sri's breast
Wearing your earrings,
Fondling wanton forest garlands.

Triumph, God of Triumph, Hari! (1)

The sun's jewel light encircles you
As you break through the bond of existence -
A wild Himalayan goose on lakes in minds of holy men.

Triumph, God of Triumph, Hari! (2)

Watching with long omniscient lotus-petal eyes,
You free us from bonds of existence,
Preserving life in the world's three realms.

Triumph, God of Triumph, Hari! (5)

Poet Jayadeva joyously sings
This song of invocation
In an auspicious prayer.

Triumph, God of Triumph, Hari!" (9)162
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It was inevitable that such a delightful work should produce a rich crop of
imitations. Poems inspired by the Gitagovindaigrew up in various Krsna and Rama
sects, indeed even in Sivaite circles. Instead of Krsna and Radha, devotees of Rama
substituted Rama and Sita and Sivaites Siva and Parvati. The most noteworthy of
the Rama works are the Ramacandrahnika163 by Visvanatha Simha, the Rama-
gitagovinda, incorrectly ascribed to Jayadeva, and the Samgitaraghunandana164 by
Priyadasa. The most interesting of the Sivaite works are the Gitagangadhara by
Kalyana, the Gltagaurlpati165 by Bhanudatta, the writer on poetic theory (about
1450-1500), the Gitagirisa166 by Ramabhatta, the Gitasarikara167 by Bhlsma Misra
from Mithila and the Sivagiti by Ramapanivada (18th century) from Kerala. The
Krsnaite versions are the Gitagopala by Caturbhuja and the Krsnalllatarariginl by
Narayanatlrtha (about 1700). A Jaina poem inspired by the Gitagovinda is the
Gltavitaragaprabandha167a by the Digambara Panditacarya. It was composed at
Sravana Belgola at the request of King Deva Raya I (1406-1416) of Vijayanagar.
The majority of the imitations were produced in later times and exist only in
manuscript. Jayadeva also had a strong influence on stotra literature.

Lolimbaraja (mid 11th century), a recognized authority on medicine and a
contemporary of King Bhoja of Dhara, was a little -earlier than Jayadava. His
Harivilasa168, "Hari's Pleasure", describes the deeds of Krsna up to the death of
Kamsa^The Krsna legend is also the subject of the Srikrsnavilasa169 by Sukumara, a
Kerala poet (later than 10th century), and the Yadavabhyudaya170, a long and
rather circumstantial poem by the Vedanta scholar Venkatanatha (or Vefikatesa,
Vedantadesika, Vedantacarya), born in 1268 in the south of India, who also wrote
the philosophical drama Samkalpasiiryodaya and the Srinivasavilasacampu. The
Rukminikalyana171 by Rajacudamani Diksita (first half of the 17th century), also
from the south, deals with the same material. Interesting, though poetically not of a
high order, is the Govindalilamrta172 by Krsnadasa Kaviraja (15th century), whom

1 6 2 Translation from B. STOLER MILLER, op. cit., p. 72 f.
163 Cf. M. HARAPRASADA SHASTRT, A Descriptive Catalogue of the Sanskrit Manuscripts in

the Collections of the Asiatic Society of Bengal, III, Calcutta 1934, Nos. 5255 and 5256.
"64 ibid., No. 5259.
165 Ed.: B o m b a y 1891 .
1 6 6 Cf. H A R A P R A S A D A SHASTRT, op. cit., N o . 5215 .

167 ibid, No. 5235.
167a Ed. A.N, UPADHVE, Delhi 1972 (Manikachandra Digambara Jaina Granthamala 53):

Cf. JA271 (1983), p.424f.
!68 Ed.: in KM 11, Bombay 1895 (NSP); V. SARMA, in The Pandit, 2 (1867/68), - Lit.:

M.M. PATKAR, The exact date of Harivilasa and its author, IHQ \2 (1936), p. 719 f; H.G.
NARAHARI, A variant version of the Hari-Vilasa of Lolimbaraja, BV 4 (1940), Manuscripts
notes, p. 139 ff.; P.K. GODE, Lolimbaraja and his works, IC 7, 3 (1941), p. 327 ff. and
p. 447 ff.; see also P.K. GODE, Studies in Indian Literary History, II, Bombay 1954, p. 79 ff.

'69Ed.: K. JAYAMMAL, Madras 1982.
170 Ed.: Sr i rangam 1907, 1909 3 (Sri Vani Vilas Sanskrit Series 4).
1 7 1 Ed.: T.R. C H I N T A M A N I a n d others , M a d r a s 1929 (Adyar Library Series 13). - Lit.: S.K.

D E , Sanskri t Poetics , I, Calcu t ta I 9 6 0 2 , p . 296 f.

172 Ed.: S. GOSVAMI, Brindavan 1903. - Lit.: S.K. DE, Krsnakarnamrta, Dacca 1938,
p.LVff.
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we know best as the author of the Krsnakarnamrta, a biography of Caitanya written
in Bengali. The poem recounts the love-play of Krsna and Radha at various times of
the day, consists of twenty-three cantos and is divided into three parts: Pratarllla,
"Morning Pleasures", MadhyahnalTla, "Midday Pleasures", and Nisallla, "Night
Pleasures".

A number of works have material from the rich store of Siva legends as their
subject. In this connection it is interesting to note that it is generally not the god's
severe, ascetic form that is shown in these poems but, probably influenced by the
highly emotional Vaisnava poetry, his milder, kindlier aspect. Thus the previously
mentioned Bhiksatana(kavya)173, "(Siva) Begging for Alms", by Gokula (or Siva-
dasa, Utpreksavallabha, before the 14th century) is a highly erotic work classi-
fied sometimes as true kavya, sometimes as a collection of devotional poetry.
Also famous is the Sivalllarnava174, "The Sea of the Pleasures of Siva", and the
Gangavatarana175, "The Descent of the Ganges", both of which are by the versatile
scholar Nilakantha Diksita, who lived under Tirumala Nayaka of Madurai in the
first half of the 17th century. In the same century there was at the court of King
Raghunatha of Tanjore a woman poet working under the name of MadhuravanI
whose Ramayanasara is a re-working in Sanskrit of the Andhra-Ramayana176

written by Raghunatha Nayaka of Tanjore.
A much-loved theme in poetry was the story of Nala and Damayanti, a new

version of which is to be found in Krsnananda's 13th century Sahrdayananda177,
"The Joy of the Connoisseur", and in Vamanabhatta Bana's178 Nalabhyudaya179,
"The Triumph of Nala", written two hundred years later. Interesting because it
imitates Persian poetry is the Kathakautuka180, the "Wondrous Tale", written by
the Sivaite poet Srivara in the 15th century. It consists of fifteen cantos and is an
Indian rendering of the story of Joseph from Djaml's Yusuf u Zuleikha. An
exceedingly productive and versatile later poet was Ramapanivada, whom we have
already mentioned. He worked at various courts in his native state Kerala and was a
Panivada, i.e., a member of one branch of the Ampalavasi community whose task it

173 See p . 143. - Ed.: in K M 12, Bombay 1897 (NSP). See also R. R A M A K R I S H N A K A V I ,
Book notices, N o . 4 7 6 5 , Sanskrit collection, Srhgarat i laka, A V O I 5 (1944), p p . 39 and 60 (on
Srngarati laka and Bhiksatanakavya) .

1 7 4 Ed.: T . G A N A P A T I ' SASTRT, T r i v a n d r u m 1909 (TSS 4); T.K. B A L A S U B R A H M A N Y A M ,

Srirangam 1911 (Sri Vani Vilas Sanskrit Series 18). - O n the poet see P.-S. F I L L I O Z A T ,
Oeuvres poet iques de Ni l akan tha Diksi ta, I, Pondichery 1967 (Publicat ions de l ' lnst i tut
Francais d ' Indologie 36), p . 1 ff. (Introduction) .

175 Ed.: Pt. B H A V A D A T T A SASTRT and K.P. P A R A B , Bombay 1902, 1916 ( K M 76, NSP).

176 cf. M . T . N A R A S I M H I E N G E R , J R A S 1908, p . 168.

177 Ed.: Pt. D U R G A P R A S A D and K.P. P A R A B , Bombay 1892 ( K M 32, NSP).

178 Also called Abhinava-(Bhat ta)bana, " N e w Bana" .
179 Ed.: T . G A N A P A T I SASTRT, T r i v a n d r u m 1913 (TSS 3).

180 Ed.: Pt. S I V A D A T T A and K.P. P A R A B , Bombay 1901 ( K M 72, NSP) ; R. S C H M I D T , Sri-

vara's Kathakautukam, die Geschichte von Joseph in persisch-indischem Gewande, Sanskrit
und deutsch, Kiel 1898. - Lit.: R. SCHMIDT, Das Kathakautukam des Crivara verglichen mit
Dschamis Yusuf und Zuleikha, nebst Textproben, Kiel 1893 (text of Cantos 2 and 14). -
Translation: R. SCHMIDT, Kiel 1898.
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was to play the drum known as milavu in Malayalam when plays in Sanskrit and
Prakrit were being performed. He wrote kavyas in many different genres both in
Sanskrit and in Prakrit, for example the metrical Raghaviya, which relates the story
of the Ramayana (omitting the Uttarakanda) in twenty cantos and the Visnuvilasa,
a re-working of the Bhagavatapurana, in eight cantos. To the latter there is a
commentary, the Visnupriya, apparently written by Ramapanivada himself. The
Bhagavatacampu, in which Prakrit passages are included, is about the same
material as the Bhagavatapurana. The Mukundasataka, which is divided into ten
sections often stanzas each, the Sivasataka and the Suryastaka contain stotras. Both
are ascribed to Ramapanivada. The two Prakrit poems Kamsavaha (1740) and
Usaniruddha181 also centre round Krsna and characters in the Krsna legend. The
first of these four-sarga works describes the life of Krsna up to the death of
Kamsa, the second the story of Usa, the daughter of the demon Bana, and
Aniruddha, a grandson of Krsna's. A new and interesting feature is that in the
Kamsavaha Ramapanivada uses head-rhyme (prasa), which was so popular in
Dravidian poetry. Ramapanivada's profound scientific knowledge and interest in
theory are revealed in two metrical works and a commentary he wrote to Vararu-
ci's well-known Prakrit grammar. Finally, at the beginning of the 19th century,
Rupanatha Upadhyaya wrote the Rama poem Ramavijayakavya182, "The Story
of Rama's Victory", and Visvanatha Devasarman, a raja from Orissa, the Ruk-
miniparinaya183, "The Marriage of Rukmini", the story of which comes from the
Krsna legend.

b) Jaina Poetry

In the two preceding sections we have dealt almost exclusively with metrical ka-
vya of the major form, for the most part containing ideas and material written by
Hindus. Only a few of the authors mentioned were Buddhists. From about the 8th
century, and particularly about the beginning of the second millenium, a rich
literature developed in Jaina circles. Although it was written by men who confessed
to the faith of Mahavira, it had an importance and an effect that was not limited to
those of this faith but made itself felt over the whole sub-continent. Its poets were
learned monks and they wrote their works in Sanskrit, Prakrit and Apabhramsa.
Like Hindu kavis, Jaina poets often enjoyed the patronage of some mighty prince or
high official at court. However, a new type of patron began to appear: well-situated
citizens and wealthy merchants who realized that supporting a poet gave the
opportunity of showing both their devoutness in religion and their devotion to art
and poetry. Jaina poets followed in the footsteps of the old masters but, as their

181 Ed.: A.N. UPADHYE, Kamsayaho, Bombay 1940; A.N. UPADHYE, Usaniruddham, JUB
10 (1941), p. 156 ff. See also A.N. UPADHYE, Kamsavaho, a Prakrt Kavya, AIOC 1940,
p. 213; L.S. RAJAGOPALAN, Siva GIti of Ramapanivada, JMA 36 (1965), p. 76 ff.

182 Ed.: GA^APATILAL JHA, Benares 1932.
1 8 3 Ed.: Pt. SIVADATTA and K.P. PARAB, Bombay 1894 (KM 40, NSP).
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work was edifying and aimed at spreading the faith, it was frequently not pure
classical poetry. A large part of it has unmistakably epic features, and even when the
style and manner of presentation strongly resemble those of kavya, it is nevertheless
closely related to narrative writing, epic literature, the Puranas and the Mahatmyas.
It is worth noting that even those Jaina poets who were monks and whose highest
ethical rule was therefore non-violence (ahimsa) observed the conventions of kavya
and wrote not only descriptions of the seasons, sunset, moonrise, etc. but also erotic
passages and even descriptions of scenes of battle. Numerous texts are hagiography
and many works were written in Gujarat, for centuries the main seat of Jaina poetry
and learning.

The legend of Varanga is related in the Varangacarita184, a 7th century puranic
kavya attributed to a monk from Karnata named Jatasimhanandi (or Jatila, Jatacar-
ya). Haricandra wrote the Dharmasarmabhyudaya185, twenty-one cantos retelling
the life of the fifteenth Tirthamkara of Jainism. Magha's Sisupalavadha was the
model taken by the poet, who also imitates Vakpati186, the author of the
Gaudavaha. This means that Haricandra, who cannot be dated with any certainty,
must have lived later than the 8th century. The Dravidian poet Kanakasena Vadi-
raja Suri from Karnata, who worked at the court of King Jayasimha III of the west-
ern Calukyas (1018-1042), wrote the Yasodharacarita187, the legend of King Yaso-
dhara. It consists of only 296 stanzas divided into four cantos. Both this work
and Vadiraja's lost Parsvanathacarita, a life of Parsvanatha, are based on Kali-
dasa. The Yasodharacarita188 by Manikya Suri, a Gujarati Svetambara-Jaina who
probably lived in the 11th century, deals with the same, apparently very popular
legend as Vadiraja's poem. The Ksatracudamani by Vadibhasimha Odayadeva,
beginning of the 11th century, is written mainly in Sloka measure and relates in
eleven cantos, here called lambakas, the legend of Jivandhara, which is also the
subject of Haribhadra's Jlvandharacampu and Gunabhadracarya's Jivandhara-
caritra. Hemacandra189 (1088-1172) is the most famous of the Jaina monks. A
distinguished scholar in many fields of learning such as grammar and lexicography
and a great connoisseur of Sanskrit, Prakrit and Apabhramsa, he wrote the

is4 Ed.: A.N. UPADHYE, Bombay 1938 (Manikacandra Digambara Jaina Granthamala 40).
- See also A.N. UPADHYE, A MS. of Varangacarita, ABORI 14 (1933), p. 61 ff.

185 Ed.: Pt . D U R G A P R A S A D a n d K.P . P A R A B , B o m b a y 1888 ( K M 8, NSP) . - Lit.: V.

RAGHAVAN, The date of the Jain poet Haricandra, JGJh 26 (1970), p. 45^6 .
186 See H . J A C O B I , O n Bharavi and M a g h a , W Z K M 3 (1889), p . 136 ff. (Kleine Schriften I,

p . 462 ff.).
187 Ed.: T .A. G O P I N A T H R A O , Tan jore 1912 (Sarasvati Vilas Series); K. K R I S H N A M O O R -

T H Y , D h a r w a r 1963 . - Lit.: K. K R I S H N A M O O R T H Y , Essays in Sanskri t cr i t ic ism, D h a r w a r
1974, p . 261 ff.; A . V E N K A T A S U B B I A H , Vadiraja 's Yasodharaca r i t a , ZII 7 (1929) , p . 179 ff.

188 Ed.: H I R A L A L H A N S A R A J , J a m n a g a r 1910.

189 General studies on Hemacandra and his time: G. BUHLER, Uber das Leben des Jaina-
Monches Hemacandra, Wien 1889 (English transl. by M. PATEL in: SJS 41a); R.C. PARIKH,
The life of Hemacandra, JJ 2 (1968), p. 169 ff; A.K. MAJUMDAR, Gujarat during the Age of
Hemacandra, JJ 2 (1968), pp. 182 ff.
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spaciously-planned Trisastisalakapurusacaritra.190 Although he himself calls it a
mahakavya, this work, which is written in comparatively simple language, does not
really belong to that category at all but to narrative and edifying religious literature
like other texts dealing with Jaina hagiography. Its ten long sections recount the
lives of sixty-three great men (salakapurusa) of the Jaina faith: the twenty-four
Tirthamkaras, the twelve universal rulers (cakravartin), the nine Vasudevas,
nine Baladevas and nine Visnudvisas. It was written between 1160 and 1172
at the request of King Kumarapala of Anhilvad, one of the great Jaina teacher's
pupils, a convert to Jainism. The Neminirvana191 by Vagbhata, who may be the
author of the Vagbhatalamkara, a work on the theory of poetry, was also writ-
ten in the 12th century. Vagbhata lived in the reign of King Jayasimha of Gujarat
(1093-1154) and his poem of fifteen cantos describes the life of Neminatha.
Abhayadeva Suri's Jayantavijaya192, written in 1221, is about the legend of
King Jayanta. It has nineteen cantos. The Salibhadracarita193 by Dharmakumara
is a mahakavya in only seven cantos. It was written in 1277 and, as its title sug-
gests, relates the Salibhadra legend. Maladharin Devaprabha Suri lived about
the year 1200. His Mrgavatlcaritra194 is the story of Vasavadatta and PadmavatI
from the collection of stories known as the Brhatkatha. The Mahipalacaritra195

by Caritrasundara is much later, having been written about the middle of the
15th century. It is a re-working in fourteen cantos of the fabulous tale of Mahl-
pala.

Jaina authors did not take their material only from narrative literature and the
rich treasure-trove of legends about their saints; they had long shown a predilection
for the two Sanskrit epics as well, especially the Ramayana. They invested these
stories with a quite new lustre and the works they produced based on these sources
formed the foundations of a new literary tradition, part epic, part poetic,
corresponding more closely to the kavya style. Very old, as far as we can tell not
before the 2nd century, i.e., the period that saw the beginnings of Maharastri poetry,
is the first Jaina Rama epos, the Paumacariya196, the "Life of Padma (= Rama)" by
the poet later Jaina writers prized so highly, Vimala Suri. His poem is in Prakrit,

190 Ed.: Pt. J A G A N N A T H A S U K L A , Calcut ta 1873; Sri ja inadharmaprasarakasabha, 6 vols.,
Bhavnagar 1905-1909. - Lit.: J.P. T H A K E R , Cultural gleanings from Hemacandracarya ' s
Trisastisalakapurusacarita, I, 1, A I O C 1959, II, P a r t i , p . 121 ff.; J.P. T H A K E R , T h e
impor tance of Hemacandracarya ' s Trisast isalakapurusacari ta, JOIB 4 (1954/55) , p . 261 ff. -
Translat ion: A. V I D Y A B H U S H A N A (revised by B. Das Jain), Ja ina Jatakas, or Lord Rshabha ' s
Purvabhavas, Lahore 1925 (PSS 8; only Book I, Can to I); H .M. J O H N S O N , Trisastisalaka-
purusacari tra, Baroda (I) 1931 , (II) 1937, (III) 1949, (IV) 1954, (V) 1962, (VI) 1962 (GOS 5 1 ,
77, 108, 125, 139, 140).

191 Ed.: Pt. S I V A D A T T A and K.P. P A R A B , Bombay 1896 (KM 56, NSP). See also P.K.
G O D E , Studies in Indian Literary History, I, Bombay 1953, p . 171 ff.

192 Ed.: Pt. B H A V A D A T T A SASTRTand K.P. P A R A B , Bombay 1902 (= K M ' 7 5 , NSP) .
193 Ed.: Benares 1910 (Yasovijaya Ja ina Gran thama la ) .
194 Ed.: H I R A L A L H A N S A R A J , J am naga r 1909.

195 Ed.: H I R A L A L H A N S A R A J , J am naga r 1909.
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but a Sanskrit version, the Padmapurana197, was produced by Ravisena (678 A.D.).
It is a long epic, very close to Valmiki's Ramayana but, like all Jaina Ramayanas,
the background to the action has become Jaina and the characterization is different
from Valmiki's: Ravana is seen as one of the "great men" (salakapurusa), an ideal
king and Jaina in spite of the fact that he abducts Sita, and at the end of the story
Padma (= Rama) becomes a devout Jaina monk who finds enlightenment and
attains Nirvana. Unfortunately lost, however, is a second work by Vimala Suri, the
Harivamsa, which had Krsna as its central figure. This poem also is said to have
been more epic than poetic. Other Rama works are the Apabhramsa Paiimacariu198

by Svayambhudeva (mid 8th century ?), the Prakrit Cauppannamahapurisacariya199

by Silanka (868 A.D.), the Sanskrit Uttarapurana by Gunabhadra (9th century) and
the Apabhramsa Mahapurana by Puspadanta (second half of 9th century). A great
innovator who put poetic delight back into the often dry puranic material was
Jinasena. He wrote a Mahapurana that was later completed by Gunabhadra as well
as a Parsvabhyudaya, a biography of Parsvanatha. However, this poet should not be
confused with an earlier Jinasena who wrote a Harivamsapurana.

196 Ed.: B.A. C H A U G U L E and N.V. V A I D Y A , Belgaum 1936 (Chapters I - IV only); R.D.
L A D D U and N.A. G O R E , (Poona) 1941; H. JACOBI (revised by SHRI PUNYAVIJAYAJI ) , I,
Varanasi 1962, II, Ahmedabad 1968 (Prakrit Text Society Series 6 and 12; with transl. into
Hindi by S.M. M O R A ) . - Lit.: S.C. U P A D H Y E , T h e authorship and date of Paumacar iya, the
oldest extant epic in the Jaina Maharastr i language, AIOC 1933, p. 109; B.A. C H A U G U L E ,
Paumachar iya and Padmapurana , J U B 14 (1945), p . 43 f.; V.M. K U L K A R N I , T h e Ramayana
of Bhadresvara as found in his Kahaval i , JOIB 2 (1952/53), p. 332 ff; P .M. U P A D H Y E , Some
glimpses of the society and culture as reflected in the Paumacar iya , J U B 30 (1961), p . 81 ff.;
P.M. U P A D H Y E , Relat ion of Vimalasuri 's Paumacar iya to Ravisena's Padmapurana , JUB 31
(1962), p . 88 ff.; P.M. U P A D H Y E , Maxims and pithy sayings in the Paumacar iya , JUB 32
(1963), p . 165 ff.; K.R. C H A N D R A , New light on the date of Pai imacariyam, JOIB 13
(1963/64), p . 378 ff.; P.M. U P A D H Y E , Geography known to the Paumacar iya , IOC 1964, III,
1, p. 324 ff.; K.R. C H A N D R A , Sources of the Rama-s tory of Paumacar iyam, JOIB 14
(1964/65), p . 134 ff.; K.R. C H A N D R A , Literary evaluation of Paumacar iyam, Varanasi 1966
(Sanmati Publicat ions 17); K.R. C H A N D R A , Intervening stories of Paumacar iyam and their
sources, JOIB 16 (1966/67), p . 364 ff.; P.M. U P A D H Y E , Influence of Vimalasuri ' s Paumaca-
riya and Bana's Kadambar i on Uddyotanasur i ' s Kuvalayamala , JOIB 16 (1966/67) , p . 371 ff.

197 Ed.: Pt. D A R B A R T L A L A , Bombay 1928 (Manikacandra-Digambara-Ja ina-Granthamala
Samiti); Pt. P A N N A L A L J A I N , Kasi (I) 1958, (II) 1959, (III) 1959 (with Hindi transl.). - See also
R.K. S U K L A , Ja inacarya-Ravisena-kr ta- 'Padmapurana ' aur Tulas i -kr ta - 'Ramacar i tamanas ' ,
Delhi 1974 (in Hindi).

198 Ed.: H.C. B H A Y A N I , Bombay (vol. M I ) 1953, (III) 1960 (SJS 34-36) ; Kasi 1957-1970,
5 vols. (Jnanapltha-Murtidevi-Jaina-Granthamala, Apabhramsagrantha, Nos. 1-3, 8-9; with
Hindi transl.).

199 Regarding this and Jaina Rama- l i te ra ture in general, see K. B R U H N , Silahkas Caup-
pannamahapur i sacar iya : ein Beitrag zur Kenntn i s der Jaina-Universalgeschichte, H a m b u r g
1954 (Alt- und Neuindische Studien 8); A.M. B H O J A K , Cauppannamahapur i s aca r iyam,
Ahmedabad-Varanas i 1961 (Prakrit Text Society Series 3); D.L. N A R A S I M H A C H A R , T h e Jaina
R a m a y a n a s , I H Q 15 (1939), p . 575 ff.; H.R. K A P A D I A , T h e R a m a y a n a and the Jaina writers,
JOIB 1 (1951/52) , p . 115 ff.; V.M. K U L K A R N I , T h e R a m a y a n a version of Silacarya as found
in the Cai ippannamaha-Pur i sacar iya , A B O R I 36 (1956), p . 46 ff; V.M. K U L K A R N I , T h e
origin and deve lopment of the R a m a story in Ja ina l i terature, JOIB 9 (1959/60) , p . 189 ff. and
284 ff.; H.C. B H A Y A N I , T h e narrat ive of R a m a in the Jain t radi t ion, BhV 25 (1965), p . 18 ff.
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Maladharin Devaprabha Suri, already mentioned, wrote his Pandavacaritra200 in
the 12th century. It is a version in eighteen cantos of the Mahabharata in more or
less puranic style. At the beginning of the same century Vastupala was writing in
Kathiawar. He was the famous minister of the Princes Lavanyaprasada and VI-
radhavala of Dholka and was an outstanding statesman, patron of poets and founder
of several important libraries. Vastupala's major poem, the Naranarayanananda201,
written between 1220 and 1230, has as its subject the friendship of Krsna and
Arjuna and the latter's abduction of Subhadra. Amaracandra Suri, an erudite poet
from Gujarat, lived at about the same time, i.e., about the middle of the 13th
century. His Balabharata202, written in an artificial style and in part in difficult
metres, is a re-working of the Mahabharata in nineteen sections called parvan, as
they are in the original. The story of Suratha's strict asceticism in the Himalaya and
how he killed a demon is the subject of the Surathotsava203 by Somesvara (1179—
1263), court poet to Lavanyaprasada and Viradhavala of Gujarat. The whole story
of the Ramayana is dealt with in the very elaborate Udararaghava204, written in the
first quarter of the 14th century by Sakalyamalla (or Mallacarya, Kavimalla). Part
of the Rama legend - the events leading up to the marriage of Slta - is told in the
Janakiparinaya205 by Cakrakavi, who probably lived in the 17th century and
wrote several campus.206

c) Poems with Historical Themes

Whereas Jaina metrical works in the major form inhabit a zone that lies between
epos and kavya, works on historical themes must on the whole be accounted true
poetry as their authors attempt to conform to the demands of kavya. Plain, purely
factual historical writing is in fact comparatively rare. A poet generally places his
main character in a setting determined by the conventions of kavya; he may relate
some entirely fabricated love-story concerning his hero and always praises his
glorious deeds and victories irrespective of whether they have any foundation in fact
or not. Like the authors of inscriptions, he is fond of associating the king he is
writing about with supernatural beings and powers such as vidyadharas, gandharvas
and yaksas and weaves into his material the usual, often lengthy, descriptions of
seasons, a mountain, a sunset, amorous scenes, the pleasures of bathing, etc.

2 0 0 Ed.: Pt . K E D A R A N A T H A a n d V.L.S. P A N S T K A R , B o m b a y 1911 ( K M 9 3 , NSP) .
2 0 1 Ed.: C D . D A L A L and R. A N A N T A K R I S H N A S H A S T R Y , Baroda 1916 (GOS 2). - For

Vastupala see Bh.J. SANDESARA, Literary circle of Mahamatya Vastupala and its contribution
to Sanskrit literature, Bombay 1953 (SJS 3).

202 Ed.: in The Pandit 4 (1869/70), 5 (1870/71) and 6 (1871/72); Pt. S IVADATTA and K.P.
P A R A B , Bombay 1894 (KM 45 , NSP). - Concerning the author see S.K. D E , History of
Sanskrit Poetics, Calcutta I 9 6 0 2 , 1 , p . 257 ff.

203 Ed.
2 0 4 Ed.
205 Ed.
2 0 6 campus, prose works, slesakavyas and semi-historical poetry written by Jainas are dealt

with in the chapters on these genres.

Pt. S IVADATTA and K.P. P A R A B , Bombay 1902 (KM 73 , NSP).

Bombay: Gopal Narayan & Co., no date.
T. G A N A P A T I SASTRT, Tr ivandrum 1913 (TSS 24).
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Although these works contain much material about the spiritual and material
culture of the period, their authors, who were frequently court poets, made no
attempt to study their sources critically or to do any other historical research. When
they describe a great campaign of conquest (digvijaya) or neighbouring peoples,
poets often accept the authority of the table of peoples in the Mahabharata or the
information given in the Puranas. Their aims were entirely based on poetic effect:
their poetry was to conform to the strict criteria of kavya and to ensure that they
enjoyed the esteem and personal favour of the king due partly to the high poetic
standards of their work and partly to the praise and glorification bestowed both on
the hero's personality and on his political and cultural merits. Numerous critics
expressly mention the undying fame that will accrue both to the poet and to his
patron as the result of a good kavya. Furthermore, there was the magic belief, at
least in olden days, that the king, like the gods, would prosper (vrdh, literally
"grow") as a result of the homage paid to him and that the glorification of his
ancestors and of his own achievements would act as a blessing on the present as well
as the future. It follows that the majority of poems on historical themes contain far
more poetry than history and they are therefore classified here as quasi- or semi-
historical rather than historical kavyas. Although quasi-historical poetry was
written in prose as well as in metrical form, we shall only concern ourselves with
the latter in this section.

There exist short panegyrics in the form of stotras and kavya inscriptions from the
period after Asvaghosa, but semi-historical sargabandhas, i.e., works divided into
chapters, do not seem to have come into fashion until the beginning of the
second millennium. The Navasahasankacarita207 by Parimala or Padmagupta was
probably composed in 1005. It extols the virtues of the poet's patron, the Paramara
king Sindhuraja of Dhara, also known as Navasahasanka, one of King Bhoja's
predecessors, and describes in eighteen cantos the motley events that led to the
marriage of the ruler to Sasiprabha, the ravishingly beautiful daughter of the Naga
king, Sankhapala. Sasiprabha fell in love the instant she saw Navasahasanka's name
on an arrow that had struck one of her does, while the king lost his heart when he
discovered her name on a pearl necklace worn by a king-goose. When the king had
learnt that Sasiprabha's father had promised her hand in marriage to the man who
succeeded in taking the precious golden lotus from the demon Vajrarikusa's pool
together with one of the demon's earrings, the infatuated king set off to accomplish
the task. He killed Vajrarikusa and, having brought back the lotus and the
ornament, married Sasiprabha in a magnificent ceremony. As we can see, the poem
has a distinct flavour of fairy-tale and adventure, but it is in no way lacking in a

207 Ed.: Pt.V.S. ISLAMPURKAR, Bombay 1895 (BSS 53). - Lit.: G. BUHLER and Th.
ZACHARIAE, Uber das Navasahasankacarita des Padmagupta oder Parimala, SAWW 1888,
p. 1 ff.; (English transl.) IA 36, p. 624 ff.; Ch. PRABHA, Historical mahakavyas in Sanskrit
(Eleventh to fifteenth century A.D.), Delhi 1976, p. 12 ff.; V.S. PATHAK, The Navasaha-
sankacarita (Itihasa under the shadow of a symbolist), Mirashi Fel. Vol., Nagpur 1965,
p.424 ff.
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kernel of historical fact, indeed it throws considerable light on the history of the
Paramara dynasty of Malwa. Padmagupta, who apparently wrote other works
too208, displays great poetic skill. Delightful descriptions in clear and elegant diction
create pauses in the course of the narrative and the sentiment varies between erotic
and heroic as the action of the story requires.

A poet of a very high order whom we have already met in his capacity as a
lyricist209 is iBilhana. Like Bana in the Harsacarita, Bilhana gives us a brief account
of his life in*the last canto of his Vikramankadevacarita. He was born to a Brahman
family from Madhyadesa in Kashmir, where he grew up and received a thorough
training in poetry, the theory of poetry and grammar. His literary career, which
continued far into the second half of the 11th century, began when King Kalasa
ascended the throne of Kashmir. After a long pilgrimage which took the poet to
Mathura, Kanyakubja (Kanauj), Prayaga (Allahabad), VaranasI and probably to
Anhilvad, where he seems to have spent a short time at ihe court of King
Karnadeva Trailokyamalla (1064-1094), Bilhana travelled to the south of India.
After spending some time there as a pilgrim, he continued on the final stage of his
journey, to the court of the Calukya ruler of Kalyana, King Vikramaditya VI
Tribhuvanamalla (1076-1127), who did him great honour and conferred on him the
title of vidyapati, "master of knowledge". Bilhana now became court poet in Kal-
yana and wrote the Vikramankadevacarita2'0 in honour of his patron. It was proba-
bly completed before 1088 and consists of eighteen cantos - a poem praising
"The Deeds of His Majesty Vikramanka". The first two cantos deal with the origins
of the Calukya dynasty and the deeds of Vikrama's father, Ahavamalla. The story of
Vikramanka himself begins in Canto III. Canto IV describes his digvijaya, a
campaign of world-wide conquest, V and VI Prince Vikrama's victory and the news
of his father's death, VII the glorious hero's return to Kalyana. Canto VIII shows us
Candralekha, the young, nubile daughter of the King of Karahata, IX the ceremony
in which Candralekha herself is allowed to choose a husband from among her
suitors (svayamvara), her choice falling on Vikramanka, 'and X describes the
wedding ceremony. The remaining sargas contain descriptions of sunset, moonrise,
the king's carousal with the ladies of the court (XI), the return of the royal couple
from Karahata, the heat of summer, the harem enjoying bathing (XII), the rushing
streams of the Himalaya and the rainy season (XIII). Cantos XIV and XV carry the

208 Other stanzas, which cannot be identified in the Navasdhasdhkacarita itself, are quoted
in Ksemendra's Aiuitvavicdracarcd under the name of Parimala.

209 ' s e e p. 95 ff.
210 Ed.: G. BUHLER, Bombay 1875 (BSS 14); M L . N A G A R , Benares 1945 (Princess of

Wales Sarasvati Bhavana Series 82); P tV .S . BHARADVAJ, Benares 1958-1962-1964; V. SA-
STRT, Benares 1964 (with Hindi translation). - Lit.: Ch. PRABHA, Historical mahakavyas in
Sanskrit, Delhi 1976; p.45ff. - Translations: A. H A A C K , Vikramankadevacari tam.. .des
Kaschmirer Dichters Bilhana. . .mit Ausnahme der Episoden ubersetzt . . . , Ratibor 1897; A.
H A A C K , Indische Stimmungsbilder: Sieben Episoden des Vikramahkadeva-cari tam.. .uber-
setzt. .., no place, 1899(7); V. S. BHARADVAJ, Benares 1958-1964 (Hindi); S.Ch. BANERJI and
A.K. G U P T A , Bilhana's Vikramankadevacaritam: Glimpses of the History of the Calukyas of
Kalyana, Calcutta 1965.
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story forward: Jayasimha, the king's younger brother, who has suddenly broken his
oath of loyalty and led his army out to plunder and ravage, is approaching the River
Krsna, where he suffers a crushing defeat at the hand of Vikrama, who had reacted
swiftly to the threat. Canto XVI describes the beauty of autumn and the royal hunt,
XVII the Cola king's rising and how it is successfully put down and XVIII, which
acts as an epilogue, gives us a brief account of the poet's life. Like the muktaka
stanzas by the same author collected in'the Caurasuratapancasika, the Vikra-
mankadevacarita reveals true poetic genius. The work is written in the clear,
transparent Vaidarbhi style, avoiding long compounds as far as possible, and
numerous stanzas surprise the reader by the skilful use of attributes and themes. His
powers of imagination, the ability continually to find new, delightful and rarely
exaggerated associations, were well developed for so late a period in time. One
stanza from the poem has already been quoted, in the introduction to this book.211

Let us look at another example, the beautiful final stanza in Sardulavikridita metre
from Canto IV, the last two-thirds of which relate how, on his great campaign,
Prince Vikrama receives the news of the sudden death of his father, Ahavamalla:

pratyakta madhunena kananamahi maurviva capojjhita
suktir mauktikavarjiteva kavita madhuryahlneva ca /

tenaikena nirakrta na susubhe calukyarajyasthitih
samarthyam subhajanmanam kathayitum kasyasti vagvistarah //

"The condition of the Calukya kingdom, bereft of him alone, like a forest abandoned by
Spring, a bow-string devoid of a bow, a pearl-oyster without pearls and poetry devoid of
sweetness, did not look graceful; who has words enough to narrate the capacity of those of
auspicious birth?"212

Either at the beginning or about the middle of the 12th century Sandhyakara
Nandin wrote his Ramapalacarita. This poem will, however, be dealt with in the
section on slesakavyas as it is not only semi-historical but also belongs to the type of
work that is permeated with paronomasia. Hemacandra's Kumarapalacarita, which
cannot have been written before 1163, although quasi-historical, will be dealt with
in the section on sastrakavyas as it is also a didactic work on science (sastra).

In. 1148 the Kashmiri poet Kalhana, the son of a minister at the court of King
Harsa, completed his Rajataranginl, the "Stream of Kings", a chronicle of the rulers
of Kashmir. It contains many poetic passages but can hardly be regarded.as k|yya
although it is a valuable record from the historical and cultural point of view. It was
later continued by Jonaraja (d. 1459) and either continued again or imitated by
other Kashmiri authors. Jalhana, mentioned by Mahkha as the member of an
assembly of poets.213, was probably a genuine kavi. Also from Kashmir, he wrote an
account of the deeds of Somapala, King of Rajapuri in Kashmir about the middle of
the 12th century, but the work has unfortunately been lost.

211 Seep . 27.
212 Translation form S.Ch. BANERJI and A.K. G U P T A , Bilhana's Vikramankadevacaritam,

p. 80.
213 Seep . 203.
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Jonaraja wrote a commentary to an anonymous and uncompleted poem, the
Prthvlrajavijaya214, only fragments of which have been preserved. The author was
probably a Kashmiri and lived at the end of the 12th century. The poem exalts King
Prthvlraja who, two years before he died in 1193, had won a glorious victory over
Sultan Shihab-ud-din-Ghori. The author of the poem was a contemporary, the
court poet to Prthvlraja, and it was written between 1191 and 1193. He may have
been the Jayanaka who is mentioned in the text. Jayanaka, or whoever did compose
the work, was an erudite man with poetic training. Jonaraja's commentary gives
several readings. Jayanaka's kavya must have enjoyed great popularity in the 13th
and 14th centuries. A stanza or so from the Prthvlrajavijaya are quoted in Rajanaka
Jayaratha's commentary, the Alamkaravimarsinl, on the Alamkarasarvasva by Ra-
janaka Ruyyaka, a writer on the theory of poetry. It consists of twelve cantos,
contains charming descriptions of cities, lakes and military expeditions as well as
two weddings, and strongly resembles Bilhana in style. The poet loves to join
stanzas together into yugalakas, visesakas or kulakas215 and also employs citra
figures.

Somesvara (or Somesvaradeva), 1179-1263, the family priest to Bhima of
Anhilvad and Lavanyaprasada of Dholka in Gujarat, wrote the Kirtikaumud!216,
the "Moonlight of Fame". It is interesting to see that this poem of nine cantos is not
in praise of a ruler but of Vastupala, Lavanyaprasada's and Viradhavala's famous
minister and Somesvara's patron. Canto I describes the city of Anahillapura
(Anhilvad), Canto II the history of the Calukya dynasty from Mularaja to Bhima II,
III how Vastupala and his brother Tejahpala were summoned to act as ministers at
the court of King Lavanyaprasada and Cantos IV-V a number of campaigns
undertaken to defend the realm. Canto VI has as its subject the great peace festival
held in Vastupala's honour, VII nightfall, a carousal and the pleasures of love, VIII
sunrise, followed by the poet's reflections on various subjects and XI, the last, a
pilgrimage made by the great Jaina minister. Somesvara, whose model was Kali-
dasa's Raghuvamsa, used only two metres for most of the nine cantos: Anustubh
in Cantos I to V and VII to VIII and Upajati for VI and IX, other measures occur-
ring only here and there. Another poem in praise of Vastupala written about the
same time is the Sukrtasamkirtana217, the "Song in Praise of the Good Deeds (of

214 Ed.: S.K. BELVARKAR, Asiatic Society of Bengal 1914, Calcutta (Bibl. Ind. 228); G.H.
O J H A and C.S. G U L L E R I , Ajmer 1941. - Lit.: Ch. PRABHA, Historical mahakavyas in Sanskrit,
Delhi 1976, p . 145 ff.

215 See p. 66 f., for an explanation of these terms.
216 Ed.: A.V. K A T H A V A T E , Bombay 1883 (BSS 25); SRT PUNYAVIJAYA SURI , Bombay 1961

(together with Arisimha's Sukrtasamkirtana (SJS 32). - Lit.: Ch. PRABHA, Historical mahaka-
vyas in Sanskrit, Delhi 1976, p. 236 ff. - Translation: A. H A A C K , KIrtikaumudI oder die
Lotusblume des Ruhmes, Ratibor 1892.

2 1 7 Ed.: CATURVIJAYA M U N I , Bhavnagar 1917; SRT PUNYAVIJAYA S U R I , Bombay 1961

(together with Somesvara's KIrtikaumudI, SJS 32). - Lit.: G. BUHLER, Das Sukrtisamkirtana
des Arisirnha, SAWW 109 (1889), Abh. 7 (with large parts of text) and IA 31 (1902),
p . 477 ff.; Ch. P R A B H A , Historical mahakavyas in Sanskrit, Delhi 1976, p . 262 ff.



220 S. Lienhard • A History of Classical Poetry

Vastupala)" by Arisimha, a Rajput poet who was also one of the presumably well-
rewarded group of writers surrounding Vastupala. While the first two cantos of the
eleven in this not particularly important poem summarize the history of the Ca-
potkata (1) and the Calukya (II) rulers of Gujarat, Canto III describes how the
strength of the kingdom was built up again by King Lavanyaprasada, his son Vlra-
dhavala and his ministers Vastupala and Tejahpala. The theme of Canto IV is a war
of conquest. The account of Vastupala's pilgrimage fills Cantos V to X into which
are interpolated descriptions of a sunrise (VI) and the seasons (IX). The final canto
(XI) extols the deeds of the great minister, who was appointed Governor of the City
of Stambhatirtha: he was an indefatigable builder and restorer, and all the good
deeds he did are listed. A third work devoted to the life and works of Vastupala is
the Vasantavilasa2'8 by Balacandra Suri, another Jaina writer. This poem, written
for Vastupala's son Jaitrasimha after the death of his father in 1238, consists of
fourteen cantos. It is rich in descriptive material but has little to give from the
historical point of view. The first canto contains a brief account of the poet's life.

The Hammlramahakavya219 by Nayacandra Suri was written about 1450, about
two hundred years after the Vasantavilasa. It glorifies the Cahuvana (Chauhan)
kings, especially King Hammira of Mewar, who waged a long war against the
Moslem invasion. The birth of Hammira is described in IV, his life and deeds in
Cantos VI and onwards. It is true that the poem ends in tragedy, with the death of
the royal family and the suicide of the king himself, who rides straight into the
enemy army (XIII). The lamentation of his subjects and the final praises of Ham-
mira's good deeds are followed in the last Canto (XIV) by autobiographical
material. In the Jagaducarita220 by Sarvananda, who probably lived in the second
half of the 14th century, we meet a new kind of patron. The hero of this poem in
seven cantos is the wealthy Gujarati merchant and lay follower of Jainism Jagadu,
who was a great benefactor and patron in his native city according to the writer.

Ganga(devi), a woman from the south of India, wrote a poem entitled either the
JVIadhuravijaya221, "The Victory over Madhura" or the-rVirakamparayacarita222,
"The Deeds of the Hero Kamparaya". She wrote the work, which consists of eight
cantos, to commemorate the life and heroic deeds of her husband, King Kamapana
(or Kamparaya) jpjf Vijayanagar. Canto I tells us about the hero's father, Bukka I,
and his kingdom Vijayanagar and Canto II about the birth of Kamapana. Canto III
describes the prince's youth, IV to VI his campaigns in the south and VII is a
dialogue between Kamapana and Ganga, the author of the work: at his request, she
gives a description of spring followed by others of sunset and moonrise. The theme

218 Ed.: Ch .D . D A L A L , Baroda 1917 (GOS 7).
219 Ed.: N.J. K T R T A N E , Bombay 1879. - See also N.J. K T R T A N E , IA 7 (1879), p . 55 ff.
220 G. B U H L E R , Indian Studies, I: T h e Jagaduchari ta of Sarvananda, a historical romance

from Gujarat , S A W W 126 (1892), Abh. 5 (with large sections of the text).
221 See also D.S. B A B U , Kingship: State and Religion in South India According to South

Indian Historical Biographies of Kings (Madhuravijaya, Acyutarayabhyudaya and Vemabhu-
palacarita), Got t ingen 1975.

2 2 2 Ed.: Pt .G. H A R I H A R A SASTRland Pt.V. SRINIVASA SASTRT, T r ivand rum 1916.
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of the(eighth Canto is the eviction of the Moslems from Madurai (Madhura Finally
Kamapana overthrows the reigning sultan and bestows valuable gifts on various
temples in Madurai. Ganga writes in the Vaidarbh! style but is fond of the art of
yamaka, which was particularly popular in the south of India. The,imagery in the
following description of sunset in Canto VII is beautiful and very successful:

pratibimbaparamparambudhau pavanoddhutataramgasamgini /
nabhaso 'vatarisyato raver manisopanadhiyam vyabhavayat // (8)

"The sun descended from the sky: the (unbroken) line of its reflections in the ocean, the
waves of which were raised by the breezes, was like a stair-case of jewels."

In Canto V there is also a description of the seasons, beginning with summer. Like
other parts of the work, it contains some delightful imagery. The following stanza
(V, 46) is taken from the description of autumn (V, 38-50):

vikacapadmavilocanatmano mukham aveksitum attakutuhala /
niyatam abhranicolakagarbhatah sarad akarsad aharpatidarpanam //

"Eager to have a look at her own face with its opened lotus-eyes, Autumn223 drew care-
fully from inside the sheath of the cloud the mirror of the sun".

The Saluvabhyudaya224, "The Triumph of Saluva", was written about 1480 by
Rajanatha Dindima. The central figure in this not very important literary work is
the Saluva king Narasimha who, judging by what the poet says, was at the time
Governor of Candragiri (near Belgore in Mysore). The thirteen cantos are partly in
Vaidarbhi, partly in Gaudi and partly in Lati style. Cantos III to VII tell the story of
the campaigns of Narasimha who (in Canto VII) conquers Banga, Kalinga, Gauda,
Utkala (Orissa), Saurastra, Maharastra and Kamboja. Canto VIII describes a hunt,
Canto IX an excursion to Mount Venkata (Tirupati) where King Narasimha pays
homage to Visnu in his aspect as Narasimha, and Canto X describes winter,
-summer and spring. The woman poet Ramabhadramba composed the Raghuna-
thabhyudaya225 in about 1620, a semi-historical work in honour of her husband
Raghunatha Nayaka of Tanjore. The Nayaka was himself a writer: the author of the
Andhra-Ramayana, and awarded another woman poet at his court the title and
poet's name of Madhuravanl.226 A prince named Bhavasimha is the hero of a short
panegyric poem written about the middle of the 17th century. It is called the
Bhavavilasa227 and was composed by Nyayavacaspati Rudra. A poet known only for
one poem, the Rajaprasastimahakavya (end of the 18th century), is Ranacchoda.228

The only two cantos of his work to have been preserved are in an inscription. A
poem glorifying the dynasty of King Narayana of Mayuragiri is the Rastraudhavam-

223 sarad, " au tumn" , is feminine and is therefore described in the form of a young woman.
224 See K.A. N I L A K A N T A S A S T R I , A His tory of South India , M a d r a s 1976 4 , p . 350 , and D.S.

B A B U , op.cit.
225 Ed.: T .R. C I N T A M A N I , M a d r a s 1934. - See also K.A. N I L A K A N T A , op. cit., p . 351 ff.
226 Cf. p . 210 a n d K.A. N I L A K A N T A , op. cit., p . 350.

227 Ed. in K M 2, Bombay 1886 (NSP).
228 See F . K I E L H O R N , Ep igraph ia Indica, 5, Append ix , N o . 3 2 1 .
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samahakavya228a by the South Indian poet Rudrakavi. The Work, finished in 1596,
was written at the request of the poet's patron, King Narayana, and consists of
twenty cantos. Four cantos, namely XIV to XVII, contain only descriptions of the
seasons, noon, sunset, love-games, etc.

d) Yamaka- and Slesakavyas

Two characteristic features of Sanskrit kavya that become even more marked at
the beginning of the second millennium are, firstly a tendency to write didactic
poetry that is as erudite as possible in each field of science and, secondly a con-
scious effort to compose linguistically difficult works the effect of which is not so
much due to the poet's powers of imagination and the interaction of all the poetic
devices at his disposal as to his skill in linguistic and poetic figures and the use of
techniques that are often extravagant. Two excellent methods of writing this sort of
poetry which, however, can only be used in a language as flexible as Sanskrit, are
paronomasia (slesa) and ambiguous rhyme (yamaka) in all its various forms. As we
have already seen, both techniques were used very early, but by about the year 1000
they are no longer limited to single stanzas or, as in Bharavi, Magha and Kumara-
dasa, to one canto of a work. Now they are often employed throughout a whole ka-
vya: we have, in fact, yamaka and slesa poems. Both genres make use of ambiguity.
Slesa poems require the reader to make two interpretations of each stanza: one
single reading will not be sufficient for complete understanding.

One author who appears to have written nothing but yamaka works is Vasudeva.
Local tradition says he was a Nambutiri Brahman from the village of Perumanam,
near what is today Trichur in Kerala, and that his patron was King Ramavarman,
who was consecrated king under the name of Kulasekhara at the beginning of the
10th century. We can therefore deduce that Vasudeva must have lived about the
year 900. There have in fact been several poets and authors of scientific works and
commentaries of this name229, most of whom have also come from Kerala. Today,
however, it seems fairly well established that it is the Vasudeva that lived at the
beginning of the 10th century who is the author of the yamaka poems Yudhisthira-
vijaya, Tripuradahana, Saurikathodaya and, probably, the Nalodaya. The subjects
of the first three are taken from the Mahabharata: the Yudhisthiravijaya230, the
"Victory of Yudhisthira", relates the story in eight cantos beginning with the
Pandava brothers' hunt and ending with Yudhisthira's consecration. The shortest of
his poems is the Tripuradahana231, "The Burning of Tripura", which has only three

228a Ed. E. K R I S H N A M A C H A R Y A , Baroda 1917 (GOS 5). TransL: J.L. D E B R U Y N E ,
Rudrakav i : T h e Grea t P o e m of the Dynas ty of Ras t raudha , Leiden 1968.

229 See C. S U N E S O N , Saur ika thodaya: A Y a m a k a - p o e m by Vasudeva, S tockholm 1969
(Skrifter utgivna av Foreningen for oriental iska studier 1), p . 8 ff. ( Introduct ion); K.
K U N J U N N I R A J A , Vasudeva, au tho r of the Yudhisthiravi jaya, C. K u n h a n Raja Presentat ion
Vol. , Madras 1946, pp . 380 f and K. K U N J U N N I R A J A , T h e cont r ibut ion of Kera la to Sanskrit
l i terature, Madra s 1958, p . 19 ff.

2 3 0 Ed.: Pt. S I V A D A T T A and K.P. P A R A B , Bombay 1897, 1930 2 ( K M 60 , NSP) .
2 3 1 Ed.: S.K. P I L L A I , T r i v a n d r u m 1956 (TSS 181).
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cantos telling the well-known story of how Siva destroyed the Asuras of the three
cities. The most famous of the poems was almost certainly the Nalodaya232, "The
Triumph of Nala". It tells the story of Nala and DamayantI in yamaka form and
was often thought to be the work of Kalidasa or Ravideva. The story of the
Saurikathodaya233, "The Dawn of the Story of Krsna", is taken from several works
such as the Harivamsa, the Mahabharata, the Puranas and certain southern Indian
sources. It has six cantos and describes the main events in Krsna's life up to the time
he defeated Banasura. One quotation from this poem has already been used as an
illustration.234 A later Vasudeva (Vasudeva II) from the Payyur-Bhatta family wrote
a work on astronomy entitled the Vakyavall in a form that is close to kavya, but
also the yamaka poems Devicarita, Acyutallla, Satyatapahkatha and Sivodaya, and
is therefore frequently confused with Vasudeva I.235

Nitivarman, who probably came from the East, must have lived in the 11 th
century at the very latest. His Klcakavadha, which is often quoted in works on
grammar and lexicography, tells the story from the Mahabharata of how Pandava
Bhlma killed the demon Kicaka. There are five cantos, four of which (I—II, IV-V)
are in the yamaka style and one, Canto III, in the slesa style.

There are also short works in the yamaka style. The earliest yamakakavya in the
minor form is the Ghatakarpara(kavya), which has already been mentioned in its
historical context.236 Of unknown date, but certainly later, is the Vrndavanayama-
ka237 by Mananka. It is a dialogue in the Vrndavana between Krsna and Rama, but
consists of only about fifty stanzas most of which are in Arya metre. The Krsna-
llla238 (1523) by Madana has less than one hundred stanzas. This poem, which
has as its subject the separation of the Gopis from Krsna, is in the form of a sa-
masyapurana239, a quarter-stanza from another yamakakavya, the Ghatakar-
parakavya, having been worked into each stanza. Worth noticing, too, is the
Ramayamakarnava240 by Venkatesa (17th century) who also wrote the Ramacan-
drodaya (1635), a long poem about the Rama legend. That Jaina poets also em-
ployed the yamaka style from time to time is shown by, for instance, the
Siddhipriyastotra by Devavijayayagani and the Caturvimsatijinastuti by Sobhana.241

2 3 2 Ed.: BABU R A M A , Kidderpore 1813; F. B E N A R Y , Berlin 1830; W. Y A T E S , Calcutta
1844 (with metrical translation); in J. HAEBERLIN, KS; Pt. J. S U K L A , Calcutta 1870. -
Translations: W. Y A T E S , Calcutta 1844; H. F A U C H E , Oeuvres completes de Kalidasa,
traduites du Sanscrit en francais, Paris 1859/60, II (together with Rtusamhara, Kumd-
rasambhava and Srutabodha).

233 Ed.: C. SUNESON, Saur ika thodaya . . . , Stockholm 1969 (with English translation).
234 See p . 153.
2 3 5 Cf. C. SUNESON, op. cit., p. 8 ff.

236 cf. p . 110 ff.
237 Ed. in J. HAEBERLIN, KS.

238 See J. E G G E L I N G , Catalogue of the Sanskrit Manuscripts in the Library of the India
Office, VII, London 1904, No . 3880.

239 Regarding samasyapurana, see p . 15.
240 See P.P.S. SASTRI , Tanjore Catalogue, VI, p. 2681 f.
241 Seep. 136 f.
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It seems that slesa poetry grew to greater proportions than yamaka poetry.
Paronomasia dates right back to Asvaghosa's day, but it should be noted that earlier
poets only used slesa as one figure among many and that kavya written exclusively
in the slesa style did not make its appearance until the 1 lth century as far as we can
tell today. We differentiate between two categories: a) slesakavya in the narrow
sense and b) (anuloma)vilomakavya. All stanzas are ambiguous in both categories,
but in ordinary slesakavya the double meaning is revealed stanza by stanza when
one reads the poem forwards, in the usual manner or, to use the Indian technical
term, anuloma, "with the nap". On the other hand anulomavilomakavya gives one
meaning when read anuloma but another, quite different meaning when it is read
backwards, viloma, "against the nap". It is not unusual to find both types mixed
together in suitable proportions in one and the same poem, for example in a work
such as an ordinary slesakavya in which each stanza yields two quite different
meanings but, like a palindrome, sounds the same whether it is read "with the nap"
or "against the nap". There are both short and long slesa poems.

The poet Sandhyakara Nandin lived in northern Bengal at the end of the 11 th
and beginning of the 12th centuries. He is the author of the Rama(pa-
la)carita242, "The Deeds of Rama", a short paronomastic work that is also semi-
historical. The four cantos in Arya metre give a compressed account of the Rama
legend, but when the words and compounds are read in their second meaning, we
get the history of King Ramapala and his successors. It was completed during the
reign of King Madanapala, Ramapala's son and third successor to the throne. The
Digambara Jaina Dhananjaya also wrote the poem entitled the Raghavapandavlya
or Dvisandhana243 (1123-1140). As the title indicates, "(The Poem about) Raghava
(= Rama) and the Pandavas", the contents are taken from both the Mahabharata
and the Ramayana. Vidyamadhava was court poet to one of the Calukya kings,
probably Somesvara of Kalyana (1126-1138). His Parvatlrukminlya244 is about the
marriage of Parvati to Siva and of RukminI to Krsna. Kaviraja, the "King of Poets",
wrote a work that was similar to Dhananjaya's. Madhava Bhatta was probably the
real name of this somewhat conceited poet, who was so proud of his work that he
compared his skill with that of Subandhu and Bana. His patron was the Kadamba
king, Kamadeva of Jayantapuri (1182-87). Kaviraja's Raghavapandavlya245 is
better-known and on a broader scale than Dhananjaya's poem of the same name
but, like the latter, relates the stories of the two great epics in a form that is

242 Ed.: M. HARAPRASAD SASTRT, Memoirs of the Asiatic Society of Bengal, 3 (Calcutta
1910-4), pp. 1 ff., revised with English translation by R. BASAK, ibid. 1969.

243 Ed.: Pt. SIVADATTA and K.P. P A R A B , Bombay 1895 (KM 49, NSP). - Lit.: A.N.

U P A D H Y E , Dhanamjaya and his Dvisamdhana, VIJ 8 (1970), p . 125 ff.
244 See Descriptive Catalogue of Sanskrit Manuscripts in the Government Oriental

Manuscript Library, Madras, XX, No. 11606. - See also K.A. N I L A K A N T A SASTRI, A History
of South India, Madras . . .19764 , p . 348.

245 Ed.: With the commentary of P. TARKAVAGISA, Calcutta 1854 (KM 62, NSP); Pt.
D A M O D A R A J H A , Varanasi 1965 (Vidyabhawan Sanskrit Granthamala 128). - See also K.A.
N I L A K A N T A SASTRI, op.cit., p . 348.
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paronomastic throughout. Haradatta Suri's Raghavanaisadhlya246, a rendering of
the Rama and Nala legends, has not yet been dated but is certainly late.

Shorter works in the slesa style are the Srngaravairagyatarangini247 by So-
maprabha Suri (or Somaprabhacarya, 2nd half of the 13th century) and the
Rasikaranjana248 by Ramacandra (written in 1524), both of which make use of slesa
to develop simultaneously the two themes of love (srngara) and renunciation (vai-
ragya) so popular in anthologies. Another poem in the minor form is the
Ramakrsnavilomakavya249 by Daivajna Surya (middle of the 16th century), which
extols Rama and Krsna alternately. The second half of every other stanza is iden-
tical in sound whether it is read forward or backwards, i.e., anuloma or viloma.
The Raghavayadaviya (or Yadavaraghaviya)250 by Venkatadhvarin (about 1590—
1660) has only thirty-two stanzas. If we read the poem "with the nap" it is the story
of Rama, but "against the nap" the story of Krsna, as we have already seen.251

An even greater tour de force is the Raghavapandavayadavlya (or Kathatrayi,
"triple story")252 by Cidambara, one of the poets at the court of King Venkata I of
Vijayanagar (1586-1614). The poem is constructed so that -it yields not two
meanings, but three: the stories of the Ramayana, the Mahabharata and the
Bhagavatapurana.

e) Sastrakavya

In the first chapter of this book we made the distinction between kavyasastra, a
scientific work that is also poetry, and sastrakavya, poetry that also has a scientific
content. In the first category we find handbooks (especially on astronomy, but also
on other sciences) which have poetic pretentions; in the second - the only one that
concerns us in this section - genuine poetry that also has didactic aims. Whereas a
kavyasastra generally does no more than approximate to kavya and only parts of it
have aesthetic value, a sastrakavya does not deal with scientific subjects at all but
with the usual poetic material, which may be pure fiction, based on real life or
taken from the epics and Puranas. However, it is didactic insofar as it also expounds
rules and gives examples from various fields of science: grammar, the theory of
poetry and lexicography par preference. The fact that poets endeavour to demon-

2 4 6 Ed.: Pt. SIVADATTA and K.P. P A R A B , Bombay 1896, 19262 (KM 57, NSP).
247 Ed.: in K M 5, Bombay 1888.
248 Ed.: in K M 4, Bombay 1887; R. SCHMIDT, Cn-ramacandrakr tam rasikaranjanam (Ra-

macandra 's Ergotzen der Kenner), Sanskrit und Deutsch . . . , Stuttgart 1896 (with German
translation).

249 Ed.: in J. HAEBERLIN, KS; in K M 11, Bombay 1895.
250 Raghavayadaviya par Venkatadhvarin: texte Sanskrit edite par M.S. NARASIMHACHAR-

YA, etude et traduction par M.-Cl. PORCHER, Pondichery 1972 (Publications de Plnstitut
Francais d'Indologie 46; with translation into French).

2$i S e e p . 148 f.
252 See Descriptive Catalogue of Sanskrit Manuscripts in the Goverment Oriental Manu-

script Library, Madras XX, No. 7829, and P.P.S. SASTRI, Tanjore Catalogue, VI, p. 2700.
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strate their own erudition is the hallmark of classical poetry, as we have seen,
although in poets who lived before the end of the first millennium this parading of
grammatical examples is usually limited to a few instances, as in Asvaghosa. The
first poem to present scientific matter throughout the entire work, not merely in
parts of it, is of course, Bhatti's Rama poem.253 In the 10th century Halayudha
wrote his handbook for poets, the Kavirahasya254, the "Poet's Secret", which not
only lauds the Rastrakuta king Krsnaraja III, but is also an inventory of verbal roots
(dhatupatha) showing how various Sanskrit verb-forms should be used. It is not
possible to give an exact date for the Arjunaravanlya (or Ravanarjuniya)255 by the
learned Kashmiri poet Bhatta Bhima (or Bhauma, Bhaumaka), although it must
have been before the 1 lth century. The theme of this long poem, rightly classified as
a sastrakavya by Ksemendra256, is taken from Valmiki's Ramayana. The twenty-
seven cantos describe the fight between Arjuna Kartavirya and Ravana but at the
same time explain the rules of Sanskrit grammar in the order in which they are
given by Panini.

A poem of a very special nature is the Kumarapalacarita257 by Hemacandra
(1088-1172), who has been mentioned two or three times already. The work, a
semi-historical kavya, extols the deeds of the king of Anhilvad in Gujarat whom
Hemacandra had converted to Jainism in 1152. In order to understand the practical
and didactic aspects of the poem one must bear in mind that this great Jaina scholar
and polyhistor has written a Sanskrit grammar and a Prakrit grammar. While the
first twenty cantos of the Kumarapalacarita are in Sanskrit and illustrate the rules
laid down in his own Sanskrit grammar, the last eight exemplify his Prakrit
grammar and are of course written in Prakrit. As it is written in two languages and
has a twofold aim, to teach both Sanskrit and Prakrit grammar, it is also known as
the Dvyasraya(maha)kavya. About half the poem is concerned with Kumarapala's
ancestors. The first few cantos describe the capital, Anhilvad (I), and the deeds and
victories of Mularaja, the first Caulukya king (I-V). Cantos VI-VII are about Ca-
mundaraja, VIII-IX about Bhima, X about Karnaraja and XI-XIV about Jayasim-
ha. The life of Kumarapala, the Kumarapalacarita proper, is related in Cantos XV
to XX, which are in Sanskrit, and XXI to XXVIII, in Prakrit. There are numerous
descriptive passages, in the first Canto, for example, of the Caulukya king's capital,
in II of the council between Mularaja and his ministers and of a moonrise in XXVI.

253 See p. 180 ff. above.
254 Ed.: Calcutta 1831 (with Vopadeva's Dhatupatha; in Bengali characters); S.M.

T A G O R E , Calcutta 1879; L. H E L L E R , Greifswald 1900 (both recensions). - On the author see
C. V O G E L , Indian Lexicography, Wiesbaden 1979 (= HIL V, 4), p. 321 .

255 Ed.: Pt. SIVADATTA and K.P. P A R A B , Bombay 1900 (KM 68, NSP).

256 Suvrttatilaka 3, 4.
257 Ed.:' A.V. K A T H A V A T E , 2 vols., Bombay 1915/1921 (BSS 69 and 76); S.P. P A N D I T ,

Bombay 1900 (BSS 60; the eight Prakrit cantos), (revised by P.L. V A I D Y A ) 1936 (Bombay
Sanskrit and Prakrit Series 60). - Lit.: S.P. N A R A N G , Hemacandra 's Dvyasrayakavya: a
literary and cultural study, Delhi 1972; Ch. PRABHA, Historical mahakavyas in Sanskrit,
Delhi 1976, p . 179 ff.
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Canto VII describes the choice of a husband (svayamvara) made by Durlabhadevl at
a ceremony arranged by her brother Mahendra, King of Marudesa, to which come
suitors from many royal houses. We also find descriptions of gardens, seasons,
mountains (Raivataka in Canto II, Arbuda in V and Satrunjaya in XV) and, above
all, of campaigns and battles. The Sanskrit cantos are in several metres, predomi-
nantly Anustubh and Upajati, the Prakrit cantos in Arya, but a number of other
metres break them up in the various cantos. The constant attention paid to the
didactic and grammatical aspects of the work, which satisfies the intellect of the
reader rather than his heart, excuses the difficult, verbose and often artificial style.
There are many obsolete, rare or dialectal words in both parts, apparently a legacy
of Hemacandra's work as an outstanding lexicographer to whom we are indebted for
four large dictionaries.258

Like yamakakavya, sastrakavya, too, was eagerly adopted in the south of India,
particularly in Kerala. The Nambutiri Brahman Melpputtur Narayana Bhatta (16th
century) wrote the didactic poem Subhadraharana259, the "Abduction of Subha-
dra", and another Vasudeva (16th century) composed the Vasudevavijaya260,
which may be translated either as the "Triumph of (Krsna) Vasudeva" or the "Tri-
umph of (the Poet) Vasudeva". Both poets took their material from the Krsna
legend and fulfil their didactic function by providing illustrations to Panini's San-
skrit grammar. Vasudeva left his poem unfinished, but it was later complemented
by the Dhatukavya261, written by Melpputtur Narayana Bhatta, the author of the
famous Narayanlya (1586). Narayana's Dhatukavya continues the Krsna narrative
from the dispatch of Akriira to Gokula up to the death of Kamsa, but also illus-
trates the dhatupatha, i.e., the inventory of verbal roots, which are given in Bhima-
sena's Dhatupatha. Two commentaries to this work are the Krsnarpana, written
by students of the great master, and the Vivarana by Ramapanivada (end of the
18th century). A didactic poem on grammar of a more recent date is the Naksa-
tramala262 by Tripathi Sivarama (18th century).

258 Namely : Abhidhdnacintdmanindmamdld (Sanskrit synonyms), Anekdrthasamgraha
(Sanskrit homonyms) , Deslndmamdld (Prakrit words) and Nighantusesa (botanical terms).

2 5 9 Ed.: Pt. D U R G A P R A S A D and K.P. P A R A B , Bombay 1885, 1911 (NSP). - Lit.: K.
K U N J U N N I R A J A , T h e Cont r ibut ion of Kerala to Sanskrit Literature, Madras 1958, p . 119 ff.

2 6 0 Ed.: in K M 10, Bombay 1894, 1915. - Lit.: K. K U N J U N N I R A J A , op.cit., p . 203 ff.
2 6 1 Ed.: in K M 10, Bombay 1894, 1915; S. VENKITASUBRAMONIA I Y E R , Tr ivandrum:

University of Kerala 1970.
262 Ed.: in K M 5, Bombay



CHAPTER V

POETRY OF THE MAJOR FORM - PROSE

1. Akhyayika and Kathd

As we have already seen, Sanskrit poetics did not regard the metrical form of
classical poetry as being the only genre that could be called mahakavya; the term
should also be applied to any long poem in prose. This classification is undoubtedly
correct, but it does clash with the tendency to consider mahakavyas as being
predominantly, indeed even exclusively, stanzaic poetry arranged in cantos, in
other^ words, to regard the term mahakavya as being synonymous with sargaban-
dha/jThis usage, a legacy from older times, is not valid for poetry written later than
Kalidasa's day, although it is applicable to previous phases in the development of
kavya, when practically all poetry was written in verse and poetic prose had scarcely
been evolved.)

JND* mahakavyas injprose have beenj>reserved that are older than the 7th century,
i.e., the time in which Dandin, Subandhu and Bana lived. Although these masters of
Sanskrit prose must certainly have had predecessors, it may safely be assumed that
the prose forms of kavya are of a relatively late date. As in other literatures, the
artistic prose of classical poetry only evolved in an aesthetically mature period, and
its pioneers, who possessed a well-developed, acute sense of artistry, created literary
prose in contrast to the already perfected art of verse. Now it was no longer metrical
writing (padya) but prose (gadya) that was the touchstone of the true poet. The wide-
spread belief that poetic prose, being closer to everyday speech, came first and
metrical poetry second is thus incorrect. The chronological order in which the
various types developed is rather: from everyday speech to song, then to rhapsodic
epics, then to short poems (laghukavya), then to longer stanzaic poetry (mahaka-
vya) and finally, rather late, to literary prose.

Even before the beginning of prose mahakavya, prose had been used for scientific
purposes (handbooks, commentaries, etc.) as well as for religious and administrative
functions (sermons, inscriptions, etc.). However, as far as poetry is concerned, it
played a very minor part compared with verse. Prose appears relatively early jn_
certain sorts of narrative literature in which - like an early forerunner of campu-
long prose passages alternated with sections in verse. However, a closer scrutiny
clearly reveals that narrative works of this kind do not measure up to the criteria of
kavya in all respects and therefore remain on the outer fringe of classical poetry. It

i Seep. 159.
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is striking that long before Kalidasa it was common practice to apply much stricter
criteria to inscriptions, especially if they were of a panegyric nature. As these were
often composed by skilful poets, they are frequently a form of pro.se poem in
miniature, or of campu if prose and verse alternate. As poetic prose tends to assume
the major form, it is the ideal vehicle for prose novels. Classical Indian poetry has
nothing corresponding to the independent novel or short story in the European;
sense but, as Dandin's Dasakumaracarita shows, it can put together a collection of
short stories in a given or invented framework.

Sanskrit theorists differentiate between two types of mahakavya in prose: .akhya-
yika, "a (true) story", and katha, "a (fictive) story". Although all prose poetry
written before the time of Dandin, Subandhu and Bana is lost, we can safely_assume
that these two types were kept strictly apart; later th^y flowed together to form what
was in practice a more or less unified form of prose kavya, although critics
continued to use the old terminology and insisted on certain characteristics of
minor importance. Bhamaha,'however, draws a sharper distinction between the two
genres; he regards akhyayika as a prose work in Sanskrit the lofty contents of which
- in contrast to katha - are based on actual events experienced by the hero (nayaka)
.himself. A poem of this nature should be divided into chapters called ucchvasa,
must contain stanzas in Vaktra and Apavaktra metres whose function is to
announce future developments in the story'and should also deal with themes such
as the abduction of a beautiful girl, war, the separation of two lovers and the
triumph of the hero, mixted in suitable proportions with products of the author's
own imagination. As regards the matter in katha, Bhamaha considers that it has no
basis in the poet's own experience; it is narrated by someone other than the hero,
does not contain Vaktra or Apavaktra stanzas, is not divided into the ucchvasas
required in akhyayika and may be written in either Sanskrit or Apabhramsa.2

These characteristics of the two genres correspond to an earlier stage in the
development of mahakavya in prose. This can easily be recognized by the fact that
Bhamaha's definitions can only be applied to a limited extent to Bana's prose
works, one of which, the Kadambari, Bhamaha himself refers to as a katha and
another, the Harsacarita, an akhyayika. Dandin; himself was negative to the idea
that there was any significant difference between the two genres-and considered the
matter irrelevant.3 Later, when akhyayika and katha has developed so far that the
differences between them had been eliminated, critics (Rudrata);accepted as valid
rules the characteristics approved by Bana, the great.master of Sanskrit prose, and
illustrated in his Harsacarita and KadambarirTn their opinion akhyayika does deal
with reality - at least to some extent - but the narrator need not be the hero. It is
divided into ucchvasas, the first of which should contain both a metrical
introduction to the literary contents and a prose presentation of the author and his
family. The other ucchvasas should each begin with some stanzas, preferably in
Arya metre, referring to the events that follow. The metrical part.of the first chapter

2 Kdvydlamkdra 1, 25-29.
3 Kavydd. 1,23-29.
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is to contain the usual stanzas of homage and a summary of past poetry and great
poets. On the other handkatha should have a delightful, wondrous story, generally
a love-story, often taken from older sources such as Gunadhya's lost Brhatkatha,
which is then treated freely and imaginatively. The narrator is not the hero, nor is
the work divided into ucchvasas but, like akhyayika, it has a brief metrical
introduction. The action is permeated with a markedly fantastic and miraculous
atmosphere which frequently swings over to the supernaturahand may even include
previous births of the hero or some secondary character.

Although the two genres grow much closer to each other after Bana, it would
almost certainly be correct to say that the origins of akhyayika are to be sought in
history (itihasa) and biography (carita) while those of katha lie in the field of
imaginative writing. Strictly speaking akhyayika is prose poetry of a more serious
nature and,( like metrical kavya on historical subjects',, essentially (auto)biographical
and semi-historical, whereas katha is prose kavya with an entirely fictional plot the
ipain attraction of which is the pleasing, mainly erotic sentiment and the richness of
the author's imagination. As katha is of a gentler and more peaceful nature, violent
themes such as the abduction of women (kanyaharana) and war (samgrama)4 which
are so typical of akhyayika are not to be found in^ftie repertoire of this genre. As
both Rudrata and those passages in the Agnipurana which are devoted to the theory
of poetry see it, the main object of katha is rather the conquest of a wondrously
beautiful maiden (kanyalabha) who is not easily won by the hero. The poem should
also contain long descriptions of the hero, the heroine, nature and the vicissitudes of
life. Since katha is generally recited without a break, two of the most typical features
of akhyayika are automatically eliminated: stanzas hinting at future events in the
story and pauses between chapters. Although it is only possible to sketch out the
main lines along which prose mahakavya developed, It seems to be a reasonable
assumption that akhyayika has changed more than katha, indeed that it has adapted
to the form of katha ,to such an extent that later critics hardly pay any attention to
the question of what the difference is between the two genres. One must not forget
that originally the words akhyayika and katha both meant merely "story" in the
general sense and that they received their technical connotations relatively lateen
non-literary circles they were still being used without differentiation even later. We
find the words, for instance, as part of the titles of books such as Tantrakhyayika
and Brhatkatha, but these collections of fables and tales, although often regarded as
kavya, stand in fact either just on the threshold of classical poetry or quite outside.

Whereas narrative literature devotes far less attention to the formation of
sentences than does classical poetry and uses alamkaras and other poetic devices
rather sparingly or not at all x works intrue poetic prose differ from mahakavya only
in that they are composed in prose, not verse. Like sargabandhas, they appeal to a
public that was cultivated, aesthetically mature and demanding. As in mahakavya,
the language is artistically very sophisticated and, particularly in katha, detailed
descriptions that are often several pages long interrupt the action and relegate it to

4 Bhamaha, Kdvydlamkdra 1, 27.
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the background. Here, as in metrical kavya, the poet frequently neglects to carry
forward the plot, which is merely a pretext for him to display his powers of
imagination and linguistic skill; something that can be done with even fewer
inhibitions in prose than in verse.—The vocabulary is exceedingly rich and
sometimes deliberately difficult, as in sargabandha, and the sentences, which are
loaded down with alliteration and other figures, ambiguous words and erudite
allusions, are built up oblong compounds which, untrammelled by metrical rules,
are often many lines long.. It is well known that in Sanskrit and Middle Indian
languages sentences do not commonly use the construction 'main clause plus
subordinate clause' but substitute* for the latter element either a compound
governed by one of the major words in the sentence or a locative construction. In
prose kavya these are formed with great artistry. The numerous compounds grouped
round the heart of the sentence are carefully selected to give euphony and, as there
are often several ways in which they can be resolved into their component parts,
they may be interpreted by the reader in two, sometimes three different meanings.
The richness of vocabulary and the density of the highly ornamented sentences are
an expression of the ideal of attaining the greatest possible fullness and concentra-
tion of style for, as Dandinand others have said, "a wealth of compounds (not only)
gives strength (to poetic expression; it also gives) life to the prose."5 The following is
an example of a fairly long sentence from Dandin's Dasakumaracarita:

atha kadacid ayasitajayarahitacetasi lalasalilanghanaglanaghanakesare rajadaranyasthall-
lalatalilayitatilake lalitanarigarajarigikrtanirnidrakarnikarakancanacchattre daksinadahana-
sarathirayahatasahakarangalagnacancalacancarikakalike kalandajakantharagaraktarakta-
dhararatiranagrasamnahasalini salinakanyakantahkaranasamkrantakantaragalarighitalajje
darduragiritatacandanaslesasitalanilacaryadattananalatanrttalile kale kalingarajah saha ni-
janganajanena saha ca tanayaya sakalena ca nagarajanena dasa trini ca dinani dinakaraki-
ranajalalanghanlye ranadalisamghalanghitanatalatagrakisalayalldhasaikatatate taralata-
rangasikarasarasangasltale sagaratirakanane kridarasajatasaktir asit /6

"There was once a time when grief was felt in the hearts of the men whose wives had left
them. The assault of the greedy bees had made the stamens quite weary. The tilaka-tree
stood radiant like a beauty-mark on the brow of the forest, irredescent in all colours. The
delightful, bodyless king (i.e., the god of love) selected a karnikara that has just opened its
eyes as a golden parasol. The south wind blowing from Malaya tore the tossing buds from
the noble mango tree in its stormy haste. Everything armed itself for the battle of love
against the red-lipped women whose hearts were filled with rapture by melodies filled with
longing that flooded from the throat of the cuckoo. In the heart of even the most bashful
maiden the passion flowing into her had overcome all shyness. The wind, blowing from the
slopes of the Dardura mountains, was cooled by its intimate contact with the sandal trees
and, like a teacher, taught all the different creeping plants to dance and play. At that time,
the King of Kalinga with his wives and daughter set out and, accompanied by the whole
population of his capital, journeyed into the forest on the shores of the sea, where (the trees)
grew so densely that the web of sunlight was unable to penetrate them. There the tender

5 Kdvydd. 1, %0:ojah samdsabhuyastvam etadgqdasya jlvitarn.
6 Dasakum., Story of Mantragupta. See p. 241.
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shoots at the tips of the tendrils of the creepers, covered with swarms of humming bees and
bowed down to the earth, kissed the sand of the shore and the gently falling drizzle, caused
by the constantly breaking waves, spread a pleasant coolness. The king therefore rested
there for thirteen days as the diversions gave him so much pleasure that he could not tear
himself away from them."

This is a free translation. The sentence is a typical example of free-ranging kavya
prose and can only be rendered into a European language in several sentences. If we
cut out all extraneous descriptive material, we are left with the following core,
which bears the full weight of the richly embroidered decoration:

atha kadacit.. .(kale) kalingarajah saha nijanganajanena saha ca tanayaya sakalena ca
nagarajanena dasa trini ca dinani.. .sagaratirakanane kridarasajatasaktir asit,

"In a forest on the shores of the sea the King of Kalihga, his wives and his daughter
together with the whole population of the city once surrendered to a playful enjoyment for
thirteen days."

A detailed description of the season - spring - is given by numerous long
compounds inserted between the first two words atha kadacit ("and once") and the
locative they govern, kale ("at a time"), the third word in the core of the sentence.
They are:

1. dyasitajayarahitacetasi {kale), "(at that time) when the hearts of the (lovers) separated
from their wives feel grief.

2. lalasdlilahghanaglanaghanakesare {kale), "(at that time) when the thick stamens (of the
flowers) grow weary because of the assault of the greedy bees".

3. rdjadaranyasthalilaldtalildyitatilake {kale), "(at that time) when the tilaka7 shines on
the brilliant brow of the surface of the forest".

4. lalitdnahgardjdhgikrtanirnidrakarnikdrakdncanacchattre {kale), "(at that time) when
the delightful King Ananga8 takes an open karnikara blossom as his own golden
parasol9".

5. daksinadahanasdrathiraydhatasahakdrdhgalagnacancalacancarikakalike {kale), "(at
that time) when the violence of the south wind shakes the trembling buds on the mango-
tree".

6. kalandajakantharagaraktaraktadhararatiranagrasamnahasalini {kale), "(at that time)
that is rich in armament against the enemy - the red-lipped (girls) - who are besotted by
the longing call of the cuckoo".

7. satinakanyakantahkaranasamkrantakantaragalahghitalajje {kale), "(at that time) when
passion for her lover subdues the hearts of bashful maidens and overcomes all shyness".

8. darduragiritatacandandslesasTtaldnildcdryadattandndlatdnrttallle {kale), "(at that time)
when Wind, the teacher, cool from having touched the sandalwood trees on the slopes of
the Dardura mountains, causes the creepers to perform a multitude of games and
dances".

7 A favourite play on words: tilaka has two meanings; the tilaka-tree and the beauty-
mark on the forehead of a woman, which is also called tilaka.

8 "incorporeal", i.e., Kama, the god of love.
9 A symbol of royalty and power.
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Three other compounds belong to the locative sagarafirakanane ("in a forest by the
seashore"). They are placed in front of the word they refer to and give a description
of the forest:

1. dinakarakiranajalalahghariiye {sagarafirakanane), "(in a forest by the seashore) that
the rays of the sun are unable to penetrate".

2. ranadalisamghalahghitanatalatagrakisalayalidhasaikatatate {sagarafirakanane), "(in a
forest by the seashore) the sandy slopes of which are licked by the blossoms of the
creepers which are weighted down by the swarms of humming bees that cover the
blossoms".

3. taralatarahgasikarasarasahgasltale {sagarafirakanane), "(in a forest by the seashore)
which is cool because it is touched by the spray (thrown up) by the agitated waves (of the
sea)".

The example selected is intentionally a fairly simple one, for a glance at a novel
by Bana or Subandhu will reveal that these later poets devoted far greater attention
to poetic decoration, erudite insertions and all kinds of tropes. Their vocabulary is
more affected and, especially in Subandhu, rich in paronomasia. Furthermore, their
sentences are not limited to a modest ten to thirty lines but often assume gigantic
proportions, filling several pages. As far as matter is concerned, prose poets have
recourse partly to real life and the stories of heroes (akhyayika) and partly to the
immense treasure-house of tales from older times (katha) if they do not fabricate the
entire material themselves. They are fond of using the method popularly adopted in
narrative literature of taking a framework story into which they fit a series of other
stories in which the episodes are often connected in such a way that person A relates
B's story, person B recounts what C has narrated, etc. The text of the prose kavya is
thereby made more complex in two ways: not only does the vast length of the
sentences make great demands on the linguistic skill and patience of the reader, he
isalso put to considerable trouble to keep the context of the various episodes clear
in his mind and, particularly in rebirth stories, to keep track of the characters so
that after several episodes he is able to identify the main character when the central
narrative is resumed.

As prose poetry is younger than metrical kavya it simply took over what had
already come to maturity in the long poem, sargabandha. It may be regarded as a
renewal of poetry which at the same time made it more difficult. It must be stressed
that this development was not parallel with but in deliberate opposition to the
previously all-dominating metrical genre. Prose became poetry as soon as it was
adapted to the rules of kavya; poets now imposed a straight-jacket of difficult
figures on the non-metrical language and created a descriptive art in prose based on
the metrical model. In place of virtuosity in metre we now find highly artistic
sentence construction - the sentence architecture that is so typical of prose kavya.
As in stanzaic works, the emphasis is not on matter, the story itself, but manner,
which for the most part is not narrative at all but descriptive. Just as cantos in
metrical kavya are written in various metres and the final stanzas of each sarga in a
different metre from the rest of the canto, so does the prose poet break up the
succession of long sentences by inserting here and there passages consisting of
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shorter ones which are generally not, like the former, of a descriptive nature but are
dialogue, or occur in places where the action is to be carried forward. In other words,
a kavya style that is overloaded with embellishments alternates with a plainer
narrative style.

2. Dandin, Subandhu and Bana

As mentioned, all prose poetry before the time of Dandin {is lost and the oldest
mahakavyas to have been preserved, those by Dandin, Subandhu and Bana, are in a
form that has already been perfected. All that we know of older works is the title of
some of them. Thus, when commenting on a reference to akhyayika in Katyayana's
Varttikas, the grammarian Patanjali mentions three prose novels entitled Va-
savadatta (not that by Subandhu), Sumanottara and Bhaimarathi. Apart from the
name, one stanza of Vararuci's CarumatI has been preserved as a quotation in
Bhoja's Srhgaraprakasa and the same is true of the Sudrakakatha by Somila, one of
Kalidasa's predecessors. According to Bana10, the poet Bhattara Hari(s)candra was a
master of prose and he is also praised by Vakpati, who places him immediately after
Kalidasa, Subandhu and Bana in importance. Bana characterizes Haricandra's work
as "pre-eminent as a sovereign, luminous with its employment of words, delightful,
and preserving rigidly the traditional rules of letters".11 According to Mahesvara's
Visvaprakasakosa, a Hariscandra who wrote a commentary to the Carakasamhita,
one of the great standard works on old Indian medicine, was court physician to
King Sahasanka, but it is not possible to say with any certainty whether the doctor
(bhisaj), also mentioned in the monologue-comedy (bhana) Padataditaka, is
identical with the poet so highly praised by Bana and Vakpati. Finally, a poet of
considerable standing who wrote an akhyayika in Prakrit, now~lost, is Adhyaraja,
one of Bana's predecessors. He is praised by name both in Bana's metrical
introduction to the Harsacarita and in one of Bhoja's books on poetics, the Sarasva-
tlkanthabharana (1 lth century). He is also mentioned in Bhuvanapala's commenta-
ry to Hala's anthology Sattasai, four of the stanzas in which are attributed to him.12

The first master whose prose work has come down to us is | Dandin,! whose
Dasakumaracarita, the "Experiences of Ten Princes", we must date on the evidence
of style and structure as a little earlier than Subandhu and Bana, i.e., before the
middle of the 7th century. Also associated with Dandin's name is a book on poetics,
the Kavyadarsa, and a handbook on metrics, the Chandoviciti, which may be a sort
of appendix to the Kavyadarsa. Some Indian researchers ascribe to Dandin the
Avantisundarikatha, a fragmentary mahakavya in prose that, judging by the form,
might be identified as the lost Purvaplthika, the first part of the Dasakumaracarita.

10 Harsac, Introduction, stanza 12 (in some editions, 13).
11 Or, if the word refers to "sovereign": "glorious by the rule of his territory, and

preserving all caste-regulations" (translation from E.B. COWELL and F.W. THOMAS).
12 They are stanzas 66, 169, 219 and 235; cf. also p. 83.
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Recent research tends to the assumption that these four works are not by the same
hand but are the work of two or three different authors of the same name.13 The
oldest of them would in that case probably be the poet who wrote the Dasaku-
maracarita. He must then have been followed at close intervals, about the end of the
7th and beginning of the 8th centuries, by the Dandin who wrote the Kavyadarsa
(and presumably the Chandoviciti too), although it is still not clear whether the
relatively late poet who composed the Avantisundarikatha really was called
Dandin.

As the title indicates, the Dasakumaracarita14 must be regarded as a collection of
short stories each of which - the experiences of ten princes related by themselves -
was originally linked to the others by a framework story that is no longer extant.
Dandin makes use of a technique favoured by narrative literature whereby one or
more of the stories are interwoven into each other, but abstains from the constant
and confusing interpolation of new episodes which is so typical of later prose
novels. It is obvious that Dandin's approach is closer to narrative writing than that
of later prose authors. The progress of the narrative and Ihe development of the plot
in the Dasakumaracarita do not play such a minor part as they do in subsequent
works, even those as close in time as Subandhu's Vasavadatta or Bana's Kadambari.

13 "Staffbearer", the designation for a wandering ascetic in a certain religious sect.
14 Ed.: H.H. WILSON, London 1846; G. BUHLER, Part 1, Bombay 1873 (BSS 10), 18872;

P. PETERSON, Part 2, Bombay 1891 (BSS 42); Biihler's and Peterson's editions revised in one
vol. by G.J. AGASHE, Bombay 1919, 192510 (NSP); N.B. GODABOLE and K.P. PARAB,
Bombay 1883 (NSP); N.B. GODEBOLE and V.L.S. PA^SFKAR, Bombay 1910; M.R. KALE',
Delhi.. .19664 (with English translation). - Lit.: A. WEBER, liber das Dacakumaracaritam:
die Fahrten der zehn Prinzen, Indische Streifen 1 (1868), p. 308 ff.; H. JACOBI, Uber die
Vakrokti und uber das Alter Dandin's, ZDMG 64 (1910), p. 130 ff. (Schriften zur indischen
Poetik und Asthetik, ed. H. LOSCH, Darmstadt 1969, p. 318 ff.); H. JACOBI, Ein zweites Wort
uber die vakrokti und das Alter Dandin's ibid., p. 75 Iff. (Schriften..., pp. 329 ff.); H.
JACOBI, Bhamaha and Dandin, ihr Alter und ihre Stellung in der indischen Poetik, SPAW
1922, p. 210 ff. (Schriften..., p. 338 ff.); N. CHAKRAVARTY, Jataka Stories in the Dasaku-
maracarita, AIOC 1922, p. 549 ff; D.C. SIRCAR, Glimpses into domestic and social life
from a story in the Dasakumaracharita, JIH 20 (1941), p. 105 ff; B. MARIANO, La ques-
tione della Purvapithika nel Dasakumaracaritam di Dandin, RSO 25 (1950), p. 48 ff; W.
RUBEN, Die Erlebnisse der zehn Prinzen: eine Erzahlung Dandins, Berlin 1952; W.
RUBEN, Die Erlebnisse der zehn Prinzen, OLZ 1953, Sp. 180 ff; F.B.J. KUIPER, On the
date of the Dasakumaracarita, JMU, Section A: Humanities 28 (1957), p. 121 ff; S.K.
DE, History of Sanskrit Poetics, Calcutta I9602, I, p. 57 ff; D.K. GUPTA, A critical study of
Dandin and his works, Delhi 1970; B. PRAKASH, The historical background of Dandin's
prose romances Avantisundarikatha and Dasakumaracarita, JDS 1 (1971), p. 5 ff. See also
S.K. DE, Wit, humour and satire in Ancient Indian literature, Our Heritage 3 (1955),
p. 157 ff and O. BOTTO, Una epitoma inedita del Dasakumaracarita di Dandin: la Dasaku-
mara-purvaplthika di Vinayaka, RSO 31 (1956), p. 259 ff; R.N. DANDEKAR, Professor
Meyer on Dandin, Select Writings IV, Delhi 1982, p. 273 ff - Translations: J.J. MEYER,
Dandin's Dacakumaracaritam: die Abenteuer der zehn Prinzen, Leipzig 1902; M.
HABERLANDT, Dacakumaracaritam: die Abenteuer der zehn Prinzen, Munich 1903; J.
HERTEL, Die zehn Prinzen: ein indischer Roman von Dandin, Leipzig 1922; A.W. RYDER,
Dandin's Dasha-kumara-charita: the ten princes, Chicago 1927, (reprint) 1974; M.R. KALE,
Delhi. ..19664.
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On the contrary, Dandin avoids inordinately long descriptions and digressions that
might distract the attention of the reader from the progress of the action, and he
appears to do so deliberately. Subordinate episodes in Dandin seldom halt the
dynamic flow of events, and the placing of the four subordinate episodes introduced
into the story related by Mitragupta, the eighth prince, as well as their nature, seem
perfectly justifiable.

We do not today possess the whole of the Dasakumaracarita, and neither do we
know whether Dandin actually completed the work or not. The beginning of the
book is missing and, as in Bana's Kadambarf, so is the end. Of the ten tales, each of
which describes the adventures of one of the ten princes, only eight chapters
(ucchvasa) remain. The lost beginning comprised an introductory text containing
the first part of the framework story .and the narratives of the first two princes.L

The final section, also lost, related the end of the tenth prince's story and com-
pleted the framework story. These missing parts are replaced by alternate texts
of varying content and wording, none by Dandin, in various editions of the Dasa-
kumaracarita. Several versions of a Purvapithika are used as a beginning. The gen-
erally accepted one has five ucchvasas, commences with only one benediction
and not only completes the tale of Prince Rajavahana and Avantisundari, which
is unfinished in the original, but also relates the stories of Prince Somadatta and
Prince Puspodbhava, which are missing in Dandin's Dasakumaracarita. It is strik-
ing that this Purvapithika dispenses with the metrical opening required in kathas
and akhyayikas. As the benediction is referred to in Bhoja's Sarasvatikantha-
bharana, though without mentioning the poet's name, the stanza and the prose
text must have been written in the 1 lth century at the latest. There are three other
Purvapithikas, by Bhatta Narayana and Vinayaka respectively, the last of which,
in three chapters, is stanzaic in form throughout. The thesis that the missing open-
ing of the Dasakumaracarita is to be sought in the prose novel Avantisundarika-
tha15 can be dismissed, mainly on stylistic grounds and because of differences in
narrative technique. This work, which is ascribed to a Dandin, is fragmentary
and in a bad state of preservation. The contents are difficult to understand, but
a resume of them is to be found in the stanzaic Avantisundarikathasara.16 The
Avantisundarikatha is the love-story of Rajavahana and Avantisundari, a favourite
in Sanskrit novels. It begins with twenty-six introductory stanzas followed by infor-
mation about Dandin, the narrator, and his family, after which the story proper
commences. It is undoubtedly a separate work which has nothing to do with Dan-
din's poem. As far as the missing final section of the Dasakumaracarita is con-
cerned, it is generally replaced by an Uttarapithika (or Sesa) that modern research
regards as the work of Cakrapani Dlksita, a rather late poet from the Deccan.

15 Ed.: M.R. KAVI, Madras 1924 (with the metrical summary called Avantisundarikatha-
sara); M. SASTRT, Trivandrum 1954 (TSS 172; fuller than the fragmentary text of M.R. Kavi).
- Lit.: S.K. DE, Aspects of Sanskrit Literature, Calcutta 1959, p. 295 ff. (reprinted from IHQ
1, 1925 and 3, 1927).

16 Ed.: M.R. KAVI, Madras 1924 (with Avantisundarikatha); G. HARIHARA SASTRI,
Mylapore-Madras 1957.
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Maharajadhiraja Goplnatha's Dasakumarakatha has a different introductory and
final section and although it incorporates Dandin's text, it expands or changes it
slightly in places.

It transpires from the above that the authentic text of Dandin's work contains only
eight of the princes' stories, namely Rajavahana's (3), Apaharavarman's (4), Upaha-
ravarman's (5), Arthapala's (6), Pramati's (7), Mitragupta's (8), Mantragupta's (9),
and Visruta's (10), in that order. Each of the eight tales (as well as the missing ones)
is narrated by the hero himself and gives the story of his adventures and how he won
a beautiful maiden. The beginning of the third tale and the ending of the last are
missing. The several later Purvaplthikas found in place of the framework story, the
tales of Prince Somadatta (1), Prince Puspodbhava (2) and the beginning of Prince
Rajavahana's narrative (3) do not completely agree either with Dandin's original or
with each other. The version of the Purvapithika that is most commonly found gi\es
us the following framework story:17

"Rajahamsa, a benevolent and accomplished monarch, ruled in Puspapuri, the capital of
the kingdom of Magadha. His queen, a peerless beauty, was named Vasumati. He had three
ministers, Dharmapala, Padmodbhava and Sitavarman by name, who held their offices by

. hereditary succession. Of these Dharmapala had three sons, Sumantra, Sumitra and Ka-
mapala; Padmodbhava had two, Susruta and Ratnodbhava; and Sitavarman two, Sumati
and Satyavarman. War once broke out between Rajahamsa and Manasara, King of Malava.
Rajahamsa was, in the first instance, victorious, but was finally defeated and obliged to
take shelter in a forest of the Vindhya mountains. There he approached a sage, Vamadeva
by name, for the recovery of his lost kingdom. The sage advised him to live there for a few
years, which he accordingly did. His four ministers, who had succeeded Dharmapala,
Padmodbhava and Sitavarman, followed him to his retreat, and there his wife gave birth to
a son, Rajavahana. About the same time the four ministers, too, got sons. The son of
Sumati was named Pramati, that of Sumantra Mitragupta, of Sumitra Mantragupta, and of
Susruta Visruta. While Rajahamsa was residing in the forest, there were brought to him, on
different occasions, five other boys, making with Rajavahana and the sons of the ministers,
the ten kumaras of the story. The ten boys were educated together and became adepts in all
the necessary arts and sciences (End of the first Ucchvasa). As the princes had all grown up,
the King, in accordance with the advice of the sage Vamadeva, sent them on a campaign to
conquer the world. They departed and for a time journeyed together, but, when in the
Vindhya forest, Prince Rajavahana was induced by a stranger, a Brahman, to leave his
companions secretly and to assist him in obtaining the sovereignty of the Underworld (pa-
tala), which was foretold for him by God Siva in a vision. Thus the two left for the
Underworld through a chasm in the earth. The enterprise succeeded, but when Rajavahana
returned to the place where he had left his companions, he found them all gone. Alarmed
by his inexplicable disappearance they had left in various directions in quest of him.
Roaming in search of his friends, Rajavahana came to Ujjayini where in a garden he
encountered Somadatta, accompanied by a splendid retinue and a beautiful damsel. Upon
being asked by Rajavahana, Somadatta began to narrate his adventures" (End of the second
Ucchvasa).

17 The summary of this and the following excerpts is taken from M.R. KALE, The
Dasakumaracarita of Dandin. With a Commentary, etc., Delhi-Varanasi-Patna 19664,
Introduction, p. XXV ff. In places abridgements and improvements have been made.
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Thus the first half of the framework story. We will pass over the first and second
tales, which no longer exist in the original, and summarize the contents of tales
three to ten.

Prince Rajavahana's Talen (3)

"[When dwelling in Ujjayini, Rajavahana once beheld Avantisundari, the lovely daughter
of King Manasara, the foe of his father Rajahamsa. The prince and the princess were both
smitten with love at the sight of each other. Manasara had abdicated his kingdom in favour
of his son Darpasara, who, too, had retired to practice penance after appointing his cousins
Daruvarman and Candavarman as joint regents. Of these the former was killed by
Puspodbhava, so that Candavarman was left the sole ruler. Rajavahana and Avantisundari
were legally married through the contrivance of a friendly conjuror, who made Candavar-
man believe at that time that the marriage was but a delusion, being part of a magic show.
Rajavahana and Avantisundari retired into the inner apartments to enjoy the pleasures of
love], but the two lovers were discovered by the attendants and reported to Candavarman,
who got furious when he recognized Rajavahana as the friend of Puspodbhava, the husband
of the wicked Balacandrika on whose account his brother was killed. Candavarman wanted
to execute Rajavahana immediately, but the old king intervened and Rajava-
hana was temporarily kept imprisoned in a wooden cage. In the meanwhile Candavarman
marched against Simhavarman, the King of the Angas, whose daughter he wanted to
marry. Rajavahana had to accompany the invading army in his cage. Campa, the capital of
the Angas, was besieged, and Simhavarman was vanquished and taken captive along with
his daughter. Just then the orders of Darpasara were received, sanctioning the execution of
Rajavahana. The Prince was taken out to be trampled to death under the feet of an
elephant. Just at that moment the chain tied round his feet fell off and assumed the form of
a nymph (apsaras) who had been cursed into that form by a sage. While Rajavahana thus
became free, a cry arose that Candavarman was killed in a melee by a thief. The thief
turned out to be Rajavahana's friend and companion Apaharavarman. In the meanwhile,
several allies of King Simhavarman that were invited by him for help arrived on the scene
with their forces assuring the safety of him and his daughter. Among these allies Rajava-
hana found all the rest of his missing companions, and at his desire they narrated to him
their adventures. Apaharavarman was the first to recount his story."

Prince Apaharavarman's Tale (4)

"In the course of his wanderings Apaharavarman came across the sage Marici from whom
he sought to obtain tidings of his master and friend, Rajavahana. The sage promised him
help and asked him to abide in the city of Campa. He related to Apaharavarman his own
adventures: how he was beguiled into her love by a courtesan named Kamamanjari who
won a wager by succeeding in enticing him into the meshes of her charms and thereafter
repudiated him, making Marici a laughing stock of the people. After spending a night at
Marici's hermitage, Apaharavarman proceeded to Campa. On his way there he made
friends with Vimardaka, a gentleman who was one of the victims of Kamamanjari who had
stripped him of all his possessions and made him a beggar. Apaharavarman promised help
to Vimardaka in redeeming his lost fortune, and himself took to the profession of a

18 The opening passage, here quoted in parentheses, was not in the original text and is
taken from the Piirvaplthika, which was later added to the text.
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gamester and burglar. On one of his nightly sallies he met a beautiful maiden, Kulapalika
by name, the daughter of Kuberadatta. Her father had first promised her in marriage to
Dhanamitra who, however, became poor afterwards through his princely charities. Kula-
palika loved Dhanamitra, but her father cancelled the arrangement and wanted to bestow
her on Arthapati. When she was going to Dhanamitra's house from her home to avoid that
marriage, Apaharavarman met her in the dark of night. He promised to help her and took
her to her lover. Apaharavarman and Dhanamitra then went back with her to her father's
house which they plundered. They left Kulapalika at home and on their way burgled
Arthapati's house. In consequence of these troubles the marriage was postponed for one
month. Apaharavarman enriched Dhanamitra with the proceeds of his robberies, and a
story arose and circulated that Dhanamitra was in possession of a magic purse or a leather-
bag which daily produced immense gold. On hearing this Kuberadatta gave his daughter to
Dhanamitra.

Apaharavarman himself fell in love with Ragamanjari, the younger sister of Kama-
manjari. He obtained Kamananjari's consent to their union by promising to procure her
that magic purse, provided she fulfilled one condition necessary for its being fruitful, viz.,
that Kamamanjari restored their wealth to all those clients of hers whom she had reduced
to poverty. She agreed and thus Vimardaka got back what he had lost. The purse came to
Kamamanjari, but Dhanamitra having reported its theft to the king, she had to return it
and, to save herself from punishment, gave out, under Apaharavarman's instructions, that
the purse had been given to her by Arthapati. Arthapati was consequently expelled from
the country and his property confiscated. Now, one night, in a fit of foolhardiness, Apa-
haravarman attacked the patrolling police and was made a prisoner. His fellow prisoner
Kantaka, who was enamoured of the princess Ambalika, utilized the services of this expert
in burglary to dig a subterranean passage right from the prison to the palace. Apaha-
ravarman excavated the passage, but managed to kill Kantaka, and himself visited the
apartment of the princess Ambalika with whom he fell in love at once. As she was asleep,
he returned without awakening her. Later on, when Candavarman besieged Campa and
took her captive along with her father, Apaharavarman came to their rescue and killed
Candavarman in a fight. He then also met Rajavahana as had been foretold to him by Ma-
rici."

Prince Upaharavarman 's Tale (5)

"Upaharavarman had gone to his own country, Videha, in search of Rajavahana. He there
met his old nurse, who related to him how his father's kingdom had been seized by
Vikatavarman and other sons of his elder brother's and how his parents had been
imprisoned by them. Upaharavarman resolves to effect their release and, through the
medium of his nurse's daughter, manages to win the affection of Vikatavarman's consort
who was offended by the dissolute habits of her husband. At the instance of Upaha-
ravarman she persuaded Vikatavarman to undertake a magical rite whereby he might
exchange his body, which was ugly and deformed; for a most beautiful one. The king
readily falls into the trap and is killed by Upaharavarman who then boldly usurps the
throne, pretending to be the old king Vikatavarman metamorphosed. He succeeds in
deceiving all and everybody, including his ministers, and reverses all the iniquitous deeds
of the former ruler. He then releases his parents and makes his father the king. Becoming
himself the Heir Apparent, he leads an army to the assistance of his" ally Simhavarman,
when he meets Rajavahana in Campa."



240 S. Lienhard • A History of Classical Poetry

Prince Arthapdla 's Tale (6)

"The next prince, Arthapala, had gone to Kasi where he met a certain man in great distress
who related to him the story of Kamapala who was the minister of the King of Kasi and
whom Arthapala knew to be his father and the husband of that Taravall, the Yaksa damsel,
who had made him over to Queen Vasumati. Kamapala was appointed minister by the old
King Candasimha of Kasi, but the new king Simhaghosa, who was an evil-minded youth
without judgement, had dismissed Kamapala and sentenced him to death. On hearing this,
Arthapala determined to effect the release of his father. He secured a poisonous snake and
when his father was being led to be put to death, he dropped it on his head, so that it bit
him and he fell down senseless. Arthapala knew anti-poison charms by means of which he
now counteracted the effect of the poison. Having removed the apparently dead body with
the permission of the king, he restored Kamapala to life. Both of them then concocted a
plan for the overthrow of Simhaghosa. Arthapala dug a subterranean passage to the royal
palace. This passage opened in an underground chamber where dwelt Princess Manikarni-
ka whose attendants requested Arthapala to wed her. Arthapala promised to do so and
entered the royal apartments where he found the king asleep. He took him captive and
carried him to Kamapala who now administered the kingdom. Arthapala married
Manikarnika, became installed Heir Apparent and led an army to the assistance of the
King of the Ahgas when he met Rajavahana in Campa."

Prince Pramati's Tale (7)

"Thereafter Pramati proceeded to describe his adventures. While on his journey he was
benighted in a forest of the Vindhya mountains, he lay down for repose under a tree. When
asleep, he fancied himself transported to a palace where he beheld a lovely maiden with
whom he immediately fell in love. On awakening he was wondering whether this was a
dream or a delusion, when a nymph appeared and told him how this was all real and how
she had carried him asleep to the chamber of Princess Navamalika of Sravasti who was the
damsel seen by him. The nymph who was none other than Taravall, the wife of Kamapala,
prophesied success for him in his suit and then departed. Pramati now proceeded to Sra-
vasti. On his way he met a Brahman at a cock-fight and made friends with him. These two
hatched a plan: the Brahman took Pramati, dressed in a female garb as his daughter, to the
king and left her under his protection, while he himself went off to find the youth to whom
he professed to have betrothed her. In the palace Pramati won the affection of Navamalika,
but one day disappeared and joined the Brahman. The latter then went to the king with
Pramati as his intended son-in-law and demanded to see his daughter. The king was of
course not able to produce her, whereupon the Brahman threatened to immolate himself in
the fire. The king was thus forced to offer his own daughter to Pramati in order to pacify the .
Brahman. Pramati became the son-in-law of the king and soon won his confidence. While
leading his troops to succour Simhavarman, he met his old friend Rajavahana."

Prince Mitragupta 's Tale (8)

"Mitragupta had journeyed to the Suhma country and arrived at its capital Damalipta. The
King, by the favour of the Goddess Durga, had obtained two children, the son Bhl-
madhanvan and the daughter Kandukavatl, on the condition that the former should be
subordinate to the husband of the latter and that the husband should be chosen by her at an
annual festival where she was to play in public with a ball (kanduka). That being the time
of the festival, Mitragupta went to behold it, and the princess happened to choose him.
This, however, roused the ire of Bhlmadhanvan who did not like to see himself subordinate
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to a stranger. Thus Mitragupta was seized by his orders and cast into the sea. He was luck-
ily picked up by a passing Yavana vessel. The Yavanas wanted to hold him as a slave but,
their ship being attacked by another, Mitragupta fought valiantly on their behalf and routed
the assailants. He was now treated with great respect and given his freedom. Bhimadhanvan
turned out to be the captain of the attacking ship and was taken prisoner. The ship was
driven by a contrary gale to an island where they cast anchor and Mitragupta landed
ashore. He there met a Raksasa who threatened to devour him unless he answered four
questions. They were: (1) What is naturally cruel? (2) What contributes best to the
happiness of a house-holder? (3) What is love? And (4) what is the best means of achieving
difficult things? Mitragupta's answers were (1) The heart of a woman. (2) The virtues of the
wife. (3) The determination to possess. And (4) talent. He even illustrated his answers with
four stories, each having a woman as the heroine, viz., Dhumini, Gomini, Nimbavati and
Nitambavati. The demon was pleased with Mitragupta's replies. At this moment another
Raksasa was found carrying along a struggling maiden by the aerial path. She was rescued
and proved to be Kandukavatl, Mitragupta's destined bride. Mitragupta now set sail and
arrived at Damalipta, where he was welcomed, as his son-in-law, by the old king. The latter
was an ally of Simhavarman's; so Mitragupta was dispatched to his aid with an army, when
he met Rajavahana in Campa."

Prince Mantragupta 's Tale (9)

"Mantragupta had gone to the country of Kalihga where, in a cemetery, he rescued the
Princess of Kalihga, Kanakalekha, from the hands of a sorcerer (siddha) who had procured
her presence through a goblin and was about to kill and sacrifice her for obtaining
miraculous powers. Mantragupta fell in love with the princess and accompanied her to the
palace where he lived in her apartment without being discovered. Now Kardana, the King
of Kalinga, once went with his family to spend a few days by the sea-side. There he was
attacked and taken captive by Jayasimha, the King of Andhra. Mantragupta wanted to
rescue him and soon found the necessary means. It so happened that Jayasimha wished to
wed Kanakalekha, but a report had got abroad that she was possessed by an evil spirit, a
Yaksa, who had to be exorcised first. Mantragupta disguised himself as a great ascetic and
offered his help to the king in driving away the Yaksa. It was agreed that the king should
bathe in a lake, when, by virtue of Mantragupta's magical rites, he would emerge with his
body metamorphosed, and would thus be enabled to combat the Yaksa. When, in
accordance with this plan, Jayasimha entered the lake, Mantragupta contrived to kill him,
while he himself issued as the metamorphosed king. Now he found no difficulty in releasing
Kardana and the latter was married to Mantragupta. Coming to the assistance of
Simhavarman, he met Rajavahana.19"

Prince Visruta's Tale(\0)20

"Visruta now narrated his adventures, being the last of the ten princes. While he wandered
through the Vindhya forest he came upon a boy attended by an old man. The boy was the
young Prince of Vidarbha. His father Anantavarman kept vicious company and, owing to
his dissolute habits, neglected the affairs of the state. He was attacked by Vasantabhanu, a
neighbouring prince, who killed him and usurped his throne. On the death of Anantavar-
man his Queen Vasundhara with her daughter Manjuvadinl and her son Bhaskaravarman

19 As Mantragupta's lips have been hurt by the kisses of his beloved, the whole tale is
related without the use of labials. Cf. p. 158 above.

20 The final passage, which is missing in the original text, is quoted in parentheses.
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went to stay with Mitravarman, the king of Mahismati who was a half-brother of her
husband. Mitravarman, however, proved to be a treacherous ally, and the queen sent her
son away with an attendant, instructing the latter to take the prince to a place of safety.
Visruta listened to their account and, discovering that the prince was distantly related to
himself, promised him help in recovering his lost kingdom. Learning from a forester that a
marriage was being arranged in Mahismati by Mitravarman between Manjuvadini and
Pracandavarman, Visruta sent the old servant back to Queen Vasundhara, asking her to
spread a false report about her son's death. He also sent her a poisoned necklace with which
she was to kill Mitravarman and then to await Visruta's arrival. Visruta, accompanied by
the prince, arrived soon afterwards in the city and for a while took up the disguise of a
mendicant. He soon found an opportunity to kill Pracandavarman. He then repaired to the
temple of Durga where he hid himself underneath the pedestal of the idol. Now, according
to a preconcerted plan, also the queen arrived there. She had already given out that, owing
to a favour of the goddess - as revealed in a vision - her dead son would return alive on that
very same day in the temple. Visruta issued forth from the interior of the shrine and
announced to the assembled people that the prince had been under the special protection of
Durga who was now pleased to send him back to them as their lawful ruler. Thus
Bhaskaravarman was recognized as the king of Mahismati and Visruta, having mar-
ried Manjuvadini, became the king's chief adviser and conducted the affairs of the king-
dom for him. [Visruta then directed his attention to the task of restoring Bhaskaravar-
man to his paternal throne of Vidarbha which had been seized by Vasantabhanu. He led an
expedition against the latter and killed him in single combat. The road was now clear for
Bhaskaravarman's succession and Visruta's efforts were crowned with fruition. When
coming to the help of Simhavarman, he met Rajavahana in Campa]."

Unfortunately we do not know how Dandin ended this motley collection of
delightful, entertaining tales, which possess both excitement and fine humour. Let
us look at a summary of the Uttarapithika (or Sesa) most commonly given in the
various editions of the Dasakumaracarita. This ending links up with the first part
of the framework story in the Purvaplthika:

"On the termination of these narratives there arrived a messenger from the old King
Rajahamsa, the father of Rajavahana, with a letter. Rajahamsa was struck with grief
when he heard of the sudden disappearance of his son and the consequent dispersal of the
other nine princes but he had been comforted by the sage Vamadeva prophesying that
they would all return safe and sound after sixteen years. That period had now elapsed.
When the sage told him that they had all assembled at Campa, the king wished them
to return at once to Puspapuri. In obedience to this mandate the princes returned.
Coming to Ujjayini they defeated and killed Manasara and took possession of the king-
dom of Malava. Then they repaired to Puspapuri. Rajahamsa was highly pleased to
see them again and, having distributed among them the various kingdoms they had won,
he retired from public life. Rajavahana became the king of the united kingdoms of Pus-
papuri and Ujjayini, while the princes governed their respective principalities with justice."

The construction and contents of the tales summarized above show that Dandin's
Dasakumaracarita differs considerably both from the works by Subandhu and Bana
we shall consider later and from prose poems modelled on Bana's Harsacarita and
Kadambari. Dandin's work certainly also has the romantic, adventurous, miracu-
lous and, not least important, erotic features that are characteristic of this literary
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genre, above all of katha. However, as far as figures and material are concerned, the
Dasakumaracarita reflects neither the exalted tone expected of akhyayika nor the...
tenderness in katha of the gentle, noble and beautiful lovers consumed with longing
for each other.

Dandin breaks the rule that the hero of every type of kavya should be presented as
a noble-minded ideal figure who acts magnanimously in all situations, although
other writers generally observe it. The characters introduced by Dandin are mostly
cunning rascals, cheats and rogues; they are, however, incomparably more lifelike
and real than all the figures in later novels and resemble to some extent the
scoundrels we meet in certain dramas of a more popular kind such as Su-
draka's Mrcchakatika or the older monologue-comedies (bhana). It is therefore not
surprising that the subjects of Dandin's stories are deception, wicked fraud,
burglary, abduction, murder, gambling, illicit love, etc. Although he inserts long,
detailed descriptions designed to show his command of a difficult prose style, the
action of the story does not by any means play such an unimportant part as it does
in the prose works of later poets. The Dasakumaracarita is a work of great
imagination and narrative power full of fascinating adventures, delightful sponta-
neity, humour and jokes. It has a great deal in common with the art of popular
narrative and agrees well with the plebeian background, the uncouth characters and
above all the partiality for the miraculous found in the art of popular story-telling,
and with the wealth of quickly changing incidents favoured by the narrative
tradition of the Brhatkatha. It is not only the impressive number of characters that
gives conviction and life to the work but even more Dandin's power of observation
and his psychological insight, which frequently enables us to look deep into the
black souls of evildoers, as well as his descriptions of unscrupulous rogues,
insouciant lovers, calculating hussies or unfaithful wives, all against a cosmopolitan
background. Delicate irony and satire run through the tales like a piquant spice, and
he does not shrink from{exposing human weakness even in a hypocritical Brahman
who thinks only of money. Ultimately the motive that spurs the princes on is, on
one hand their desire to win a kingdom, and on the other love, both of which are
pursued by all possible means, even those that are dubious or directly reprehensible.

Dandin's Dasakumaracarita has not the same complex structure as later Sanskrit
novels. Its disposition is comparatively easy to follow and, apart from the device of
the framework story to link up the tales of the ten princes and the four separate
episodes inserted into the eighth Ucchvasa, Dandin refrains from introducing the
digressions and subsidiary stories that make the prose works of the majority of poets
so difficult. This byjio means implies that Dandin is an easy author, but his elegant
and sometimes powerful prose is at least free from sentences and compounds of
inordinate length. The numerous charming descriptive passages such as that about
Ambalika asleep or KandukavatI dancing, are detailed pictures drawn with the skill
of a master but they are seldom longer than a few sentences. And although they are
artistically constructed, they are moderate in their use of poetic decoration,
concealed allusion and paronomasia.21

21 For a sample of the prose see p. 231 ff.
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Subandhu is a far more difficult author and his Sanskrit novel, Vasavadatta, a
katha, is quite different in language, construction, content and sentiment from the
Dasakumaracarita. While a prose poem entitled Vasavadatta is mentioned in
Patanjali's Mahabhasya, a reference in Bana's Harsacarita22 to a work of the same
name may allude to Subandhu's novel or, less likely, to another work with this title.
Unfortunately it is not possible to date Subandhu accurately, and research today
bases its conclusions on this point partly on the mention of Vasavadatta in Bana
and partly on Subandhu's reference to the Nyaya scholar Uddyotakara23 and to a
presumed work by the famous Buddhist logician Dharmakirti. This last reference,
bauddhasamgatim ivalamkarabhusitam, does not appear in all manuscripts of the
Vasavadatta, however; neither has a literary work by Dharmakirti entitled the
Bauddhasamgatyalamkara been preserved. We also lack precise chronological
information about both Uddyotakara and Dharmakirti. If the assumption is correct
that both these scholars lived at the beginning of the 7th century, then Subandhu
must have been an older contemporary of Bana. Indian tradition likes to believe
that Bana intended his Kadambarl to surpass Subandhu's famous novel, and
according to a later critic, Bana's verdict on his own novel, atidvayl, "superior to
both"24, refers precisely to Subandhu's Vasavadatta and to the lost Brhatkatha by
Gunadhya. It is certain, however, that Subandhu must have worked before the first
half of the 8th century as Vakpati's Prakrit poem Gaiidavaha25 mentions Subandhu
together with the great poets Bhasa, Kalidasa and Haricandra, and one passage from
the Vasavadatta is quoted in Vamana's book on Sanskrit poetics, the Kavyalam-
karasutravrtti (middle of the 8th century), though without giving the author's
name.26 Subandhu probably came from central India, possibly Malwa. Legend
makes him the contemporary of King Vikramaditya and the nephew of Vararuci.

The story of Subandhu's Vasavadatta27 has not been used in any other poen\and
it is clear that there is no connection between the woman who gave her name to the
book and the Vasavadatta who was King Udayana's consort and the heroine of

22 Harsac, Introduction, stanza 11 (in some editions, 12).
23 L.H. G R A Y , Subandhu's Vasavadatta: A Sanskrit Romance, New York 1913, D e l h i . . .

1962, pp. 114 and 180.
24 Kddambari, Introduction, stanza 20.
25 Stanza 800; cf. p. 199 above.
26 Kavyalamk. 1,3,25.
27 Ed.: F. HALL, Calcutta 1859; J. VIDYASAGARA, Calcutta 1874, 19O73; Srirangam 1906;

Trichinopoly 1906; L.H. GRAY, New York 1913, (reprint) Delhi. ..1962 (with English
translation). - Lit.: L.H. GRAY, op.cit., p. 1 ff. (Introduction); R. SARASVATI, Vasubandhu or
Subandhu: or a glimpse into the literary history of the Mauryan age, AIOC 1922, p. 203 ff.;
S.P. BHATTACHARYA, IS Subandhu, the author of the Vasavadatta, prior to Banabhatta?
AIOC 1928, Summaries I, p. 80 ff.; S.(P.) BHATTACHARYYA, Subandhu or Banabhatta - who
is earlier? IHQ 5 (1929), p. 699 ff.; R.G. HARSHE, Subandhu's home, Festschrift P.V. Kane,
Poona 1941 (Poona Oriental Series 75), p. 214 ff.; V. RAGHAVAN, Subandhu, IHQ 19 (1943),
p. 69 ff.; A.N. UPADHYE, The date of Subandhu's Vasavadatta, AIOC 1946, II, p. 113f.;
SATYAVAT SASTRT, The story of Udayana and Vasavadatta through the ages, in Essays on
Indology, Delhi 1963, p. 57 ff. - Translation: L.H. GRAY, New York 1913, Delhi.. .1962.
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Bhasa's drama Syapnavasavadatta. The Udayana legend is probably taken from the
Brhatkatha while Subandhu may have invented his story himself.

The plot is as follows: The handsome Prince Kandarpaketu, the son of King Cintamani, is
passionately in love with a wondrously beautiful maiden he saw in a dream. He sets out
with his friend Makaranda to seek her out. When the two men spend the night under a tree
in the Vindhya mountains, the Prince overhears a conversation between two parrots:
Princess Vasavadatta, the nubile daughter of King Srngarasekhara of Kusumapura, is a
ravishing beauty but rejects every suitor. One night, however, she saw her heart's desire,
Prince Kandarpaketu - likewise in a dream. She immediately fell violently in love with him
and sent off her crow, Tamalika, to search for her beloved. Now it so happened that Tama-
lika perched in the very tree under which Prince Kandarpaketu and his friend Makaranda
were resting. The crow gave the Prince a love-letter in verse from Vasavadatta and
forthwith conducted him to a pavilion in Kusumapura. Overwhelmed by each other's
beauty, the two lovers swooned briefly when they actually met. Their union does not last
long, however, for by her father's command Vasavadatta is to wed the King of the Vidya-
dharas that very day. The Prince and the Princess flee on the magic horse Manojava and
spend the night in a bower in the Vindhya mountains engaged in the pleasures of love. In
the morning, while Kandarpaketu is still asleep, Vasavadatta, who is walking in the forest
to gather fruit for her lover, suddenly comes upon two armies engaged in battle. They
pursue her and destroy the hermitage belonging to a Rsi. Fearing no evil, Vasavadatta seeks
shelter in the hermit's grove, but the Rsi, who regards her as the cause of his misfortune,
casts a spell on her and turns her into a pillar of stone. When he discovers that Vasavadatta
has disappeared, Kandarpaketu is beside himself with despair. In vain he searches for her
and is only restrained from committing suicide by a heavenly voice that promises him a
reunion. He stays in the Vindhya mountains and one day while he is out walking in the
forest he sees a stone that resembles his beloved. When he throws his arms around the pillar
the Rsi's spell is broken and Vasavadatta stands before him in the flesh.

Both the heroes and the plot of Vasavadatta clearly show what a great distance
there is between this and Dandin's Dasakumaracarita. Subandhu's work is easily
placed in the literary genre of katha, for it is told in one long suite without being
divided into chapters, the plot is a simple love-story and the action is in a few quite
typical phases: two lovers are apart from each other; they are of noble birth,
beautiful, tender-hearted and emotional, and then they meet for the first time.
Suddenly they are separated by unforeseen circumstances, but their true, enduring
love for each other enables them to bear all the blows of fate until in the end they
are happily reunited. Into this somewhat eventless story are woven various
miraculuous or fabulous features such as visions seen in a dream, parrots that talk
to each other, a magic horse, spells and metamorphoses, all of which are typical of
katha in the post-Dandin era. Prose poetry seems to have undergone a very swift
development along much the same lines as mahakavya: the essential thing was no
longer the plot, as it was in narrative literature, but the numerous, often very long,
elaborate and polished descriptions of people (especially the nayika and nayaka),
seasons, lakes, sunset, moonrise, mountains, cities, battles, etc. for which the
narrative passages merely served as a welcome excuse. The emphasis is thus in no
wise on the action as a whole but, as in later sargabandha, the verbal artistry and
power of description, was concentrated on smaller units,-single illustrations.
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Subandhu has, it is true, the reputation of being a more moderate author who
lacks Dandin's fine sense of humour, but he attained eminence in the poetic prose
style in which only Bana after him achieved such perfection, showed such a wealth
of ideas and created such an aesthetic effect.,His sentence construction is brilliant. It
is characterized by long series of compounds put together with great care round the
core of the sentence. They are an artistically constructed blend of artha and sabda
conveying a maximum of information and timbre. Subandhu's compounds are
shorter than those of Bana and many other poets but they contain such a wealth of
ambiguities, apparent contradictions (virodhabhasa), erudite references and similes
that they can never be resolved entirely even after long study. To a western reader,
they are merely confusing, but they are an essential ingredient to those who
understand Sanskrit poetry. A large number of attributes are ambiguous, they can
refer to two quite different things: thus Kandarpaketu is skilful at dazzling beautiful
women (rama-akarsananipuna) just as the golden gazelle is skilful at dazzling Rama
(rama-akarsananipuna)28; Vasavadatta has beautiful limbs (suparvan) just as the
Mahabharata has beautiful sections (suparvan)29; the midday sun displays the (vault
of) heaven (prasaritambara) just as a merchant spreads out a piece of cloth (for a
customer) (prasaritambara).30 At times it is not only words or phrases but whole
sentences that are ambiguous. The ninth stanza of the metrical introduction to
Vasavadatta contains the author's proud boast that every syllable of the book,
which he claims was dictated to him by the goddess SarasvatI, is ambiguous.31 Al-
though the tendency to choose a vocabulary that is often artificial and far-fetched
deprives many passages of life and immediacy of expression, Subandhu's verbal art
and powers of imagination have aroused the critics' admiration of his technical skill
and seem also to have won Bana's approval. Subandhu's novel is not particularly
long - only about fifty pages of print. The descriptions often consist of very long
sentences, but we also find short, plain passages, especially in dialogues. The dream
in which Prince Kandarpaketu sees his future beloved fills five whole pages, but it is
in fact only one long sentence describing every detail of the exceedingly lovely
young woman. Much shorter, but also one single sentence, is the scene in the
middle of the autumnal forest where Kandarpaketu suddenly discovers Vasavadatta,
transformed into a pillar of stone:

anantaram sukhanjane nirbharabharadvajadvijavacatavitapivitape pa tu taraprabhaprabhato
'dbhrantasukakulakalamakedarapravesi tavesarajahamse kamsarat idehadyutidyutale ham-
sakulatulitarajajjalamuci sandrikr tendumahasi kamuka janamudi tamadhuramadhut rnav l -
rudhi sarasasarasarasitasarakasare sobhanakaserukandalubdhapotr ipotrodghatasarasatata-
bhagacakitacatake sancaranmatsyaputr ikapat r ipa ta lamadhuradhvanivihi tamudi kadarthi-
takadambe kambudvisi prasrtabisaprasune viratavaride tarataratarake varunit i lakacandra-

2 8 L.H. G R A Y , op.cit., p . 166.
29 Ibid., p . 180.
30 Ibid., p. 185.
31 It is remarkable that Bana, who was also a great lover of paronomasia, should have

characterized kathd as nirantaraslesaghana, "full of uninterrupted slesas".
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masi svadurasavile sphuritasapharacakrakabalananibhrtanarukabakalike mukamanduka-
mandale safkocitakancukini kancanacchedagauragodhumakasalisalini utkrosadutkrose su-
rabhigandhisaugandhikagandhahariniharinasvadaradalitakumudamodini kaumudikrtamu-
di nirbarhabarhini nihkujatkoyastike dhrtadhartarastre hrstakalamagopikagitasukhitamr-
gayuthe kathikrtayuthike mlayamanamalatlmukule bandhukabandhave sanjatasujatake
visutritasautramadhanusi smerakasmirarajahpunjapinjaritadasadisi vikasvarakamale sarat-
samayarambhe vijrmbhamane kandarpaketus tata itah paribhraman kancic chilamayapu-
trikam drstva kautukena mohena sokavegena mama priyanukariniti karena pasparsa.32

"Strightway at the beginning of autumn, with its wagtails not lame; with the course of the
herons unhampered; with boughs exceedingly noisy with skylarks; with intense bright
dawn; with flocks of wandering parrots in the fields of rice; with flamingoes come as
guests; with a sky whose brightness was that of the body of Kamsa's foe;33 with old clouds
like goose-down; with the pleasure of dogs whose heat was intensified; with shoots of sweet
sugar-cane; with lakes possessed of the quintessence of the delightful sounds of the herons;
with pools whose banks were dug up by the snouts of boars; delighted by roots of beautiful
kaserus; with startled catakas, causing joy by the sweet sounds of flocks of wandering
matsyaputrika birds; with disdained kadambas; the foes of conches; with expanded
lotuses; with clouds at intervals; with unusually bright stars; with a beautiful moon; with
unusually sweet water in the pools; with flocks of motionless cranes swallowing shoals of
flashing carp; with multitudes of silent frogs; with shrivelled serpents; with rice yellow
with golden particles; with screaming ospreys; with the air delightful with the perfume of
fragrant white lotuses; lovely with white lotuses; charming in the moonlight; with
moulting peacocks; with murmuring paddy-birds; with dhartarastra geese; with herds of
deer delighted by the songs of the happy female guardians of the rice; with dead yuthika
jasmines; with faded Malabar jasmine buds; a kinsman to the bandhuka; with beauty
born; putting to confusion the bow of Sutraman;34 with the ten quarters (of the sky)
yellowed by masses of the pollen of the smiling saffron; (and) with blossoming lotuses: -
(then) Kandarpaketu, wandering about, seeing a stone image, and saying with curiosity,
frenzy, and the agitation of grief, 'This is like my beloved', touched it with his hand."35

Subandhu's fame is confirmed by the fact that a number of poets mention his
name with awe and also that his novel, which was once so eargerly studied, is
explained in numerous commentaries.

Vasavadatta is the only work by Subandhu that has been preserved, but we have
two by Bana (or Banabhatta)36, the third great master of Sanskrit prose, namely the
Harsacarita and the Kadambarl. Other works are also attributed to Bana: the

3 2 L.H. G R A Y , op.cit, p . 191 ff.
33 I.e., Krsna .
34 I.e., Indr'a.
35 Translation from L.H. G R A Y , op.cit., p. 134 ff.
36 p o r general works on Bana see S.V. DIKSIT, Banabhatta: his life and literature, Belgaum

1963; R.D. KARMARKAR, Bana, Dharwar 1964 (Extension Lecture Series 6); N. SHARMA,
Banabhatta: a literary study, Delhi 1968; V.S. AGRAWALA, The Deeds of Harsha, being
a cultural study of Bana's Harshacharita, Varanasi 1969; A.N. PANDEY, Banabhatta ka
sahityik anusllan, Delhi 1975 (in Hindi). Cf. also B.N. SHARMA, Women in Bana's works,
PO 16 (1951), p . 103 ff.; T.S. KRISHNA M U R T H Y , The style of Bana, JMU 'l8 (1958),
p. 1 ff.; G.V. D A VANE, Utpreksas of Banabhatta, JUB 34 (1965), p. 87 ff.; R.K. T R I K H A ,
Alamkaras in the Works of Banabhatta, Delhi-Ahmedabad 1982.
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hymnodic Candisataka, previously mentioned37, and the two plays Ratnavall and
_Parvatiparinaya. The former of these two dramas, however, is generally considered
to be by Harsa and the latter was written by another Bana, namely Vamanabhatta
Bana, an author who lived in the 15th centuny. In the Harsacarita Bana relates the
glorious deeds of his patron, King Harsa38 (606-647 A.D.). Both in the first two-
thirds of this work and in the introductory stanzas to the Kadambari Bana gives us
information about himself and his family, which makes him the earliest Sanskrit
poet about whose person and life we really know something. He was a Brahman of
the Vatsyayana clan and in the genealogies in these two works he claims as his
great-grandfather Pasupata, the youngest son of Kubera, who was held in high
esteem by several sovereigns of the Gupta dynasty. His grandfather was Arthapati
and his father Citrabhanu. Bana grew up at a place named Pritikuta on the banks of
the River Hiranyabahu (or Sona). He lost his mother Rajyadevi at a tender age and
his father when he was fourteen. During the years that followed the orphan, who
was by no means penniless, lived the restless but pleasurable life of an educated
youth from a family of quality. He had a large circle of friends, most of whom were
about his own age and interested in the arts, but he also mixed with more dubious
characters such as the snake-charmer Maydraka, the gamblers Akhandala and Bhl-
maka or the juggler Cakoraksa, but this was entirely in accord with the carefree style
of life pursued by youths in prosperous cities. His friends Isana, Vayuvikara and
Venlbharata were poets; Sudrsti declaimed books for a living, Govinda was a scribe,
VIravarman a painter, and others again were musicians, actors or scholars. A few
women also belonged to the circle, for instance the dancer Harinika, the Buddhist
nun Cakravakika and Kurangika, the maid of honour. Bana gained a great deal of
experience during these febrile years of city life but was frowned upon by the great
because of his disorderly behaviour. However, the young man came to his senses
and began to show respect for royal courts. Finally, after studiously attending a
number of assemblies (gosthi) of connoisseurs and scholarly circles (mandala), he
returned to his native land. To him, the reunion with numbers of his childhood
friends was like the joy of the highest release (moksa) and from this time on he
devoted himself entirely to studies, as family customs and his position required.
There came a day when he was summoned to appear before King Harsa, who had
set up his camp near the city of Manitara. This mighty ruler, who wished to
reproach the young Brahman for wasting his youth, first gave Bana a cool reception
but later showed him the greatest affection. When Bana later revisited his country
one autumn, he was besieged by friends and relatives demanding accounts of King
Harsa. To comply with their wishes, he tells us, he began to write the great
biography of this king which, in the version we possess, begins about the middle of
the third Ucchvasa and continues through the following five ucchvasas of the
Harsacarita. Although we do not know in what year or decade Harsa and Bana met
for the first time, there is a great deal to indicate that the poet was still a young man

37 Seep . 137 f.
38 Also k n o w n as Harsavardhana .
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when the king became his patron and that he worked in the second half of King
Harsavardhana's reign. We do not know the exact date of Bana's death and it is
therefore impossible to say whether he survived his patron or not. We have already
discussed Bana's alleged relationship to the poet Mayura;39 although Bana
mentions the snake-charmer Mayuraka in the Harsacarita, he does not refer to the
author of the Suryasataka and possible father-in-law named Mayura.

We do not know for certain which of his two prose works Bana wrote first but it
seems natural to assume that the Harsacarita;40 which he once composed on a visit
to his native country, is the earlier and the Kadambari the later poem. Both are
generally regarded as being unfinished works, but in fact this only applies definitely
to the Kadambari, the final section of which was written by Bana's son, Bhatta
Pulinda (or Bhusana Bhatta), although this last part is by no means up to the
standard of the original work as regards language. There is no conclusive evidence to
disprove the contention that the Harsacarita may be a complete work.

Unlike Subandhu's Vasavadatta and Bana's own Kadambari, the Harsacarita has
a historical theme. It commences with twenty-one stanzas followed by autobiogra-
phical information in prose, is divided into ucchvasas and relates the story of a
noble and glorious hero, although the hero himself is not the narrator. These
characteristics alone are enough to classify the work quite definitely as akhyayika,
which is the category Bana himself41 and all later critics have placed it in. They
regard the Harsacarita as being the model par excellence of this genre, of which it is
the only remaining example. Its nearest relative is semi-historical kavya in metrical
form. The Harsacarita consists of eight ucchvasas preceded by a metrical introduc-
tion. As prescribed by the rules of akhyayika, it contains verses of homage (here to
Siva, Uma and Vyasa) as well as a discourse on poetry in general and some great
poets of the past in particular.

39 S e e p . 138 f.
4 0 Ed.: JTVANANDA VIDYASAGARA, Calcutta 1876, 1892, (revised by Pt. ASUBODHA

VIDYABHUSANA and Pt. NITYABODHA VIDYARATNA) 1918; P.V. K A N E , Bombay 1918,

(reprint) Delhi 1965; A.A. F U H R E R , Bombay 1909 (Bombay Sanskrit and Prakrit Series 66);
K.P. PARAB and S.D.P. V A Z E , Bombay 1892, (revised by V.L.S. PANSTKAR) 19255 ; Pt.N.K.
SARMA, Benares 1934 (HSS 29); R. SUKLA, Allahabad 1962 (with Hindi translation); J.
P A T H A K , Benares 1964 (with Hindi translation). - Lit.: U.N. G H O S H A L , Historical portraits in
Bana's Harsacarita, B.C. Law Volume, I, Poona 1945, p. 362 ff.; V.S. A G R A W A L A , Prepara-
tions for Rajyasri's Marriage, JARS 17 (1963, Banikanta Kakati Commemorat ion Vol.);
SURYAKANTA, The historical aspect of the Harsacarita, Gopinath Kaviraj Abhinandana
Grantha, Lucknow 1967, p. 465 ff.; R. SHUKLA, Influence of Bana's Harsha Charita on
Ravisena's Padmapurana, JGJh 23 (1967), p. 9 Iff.; V.S. A G R A W A L A , The Deeds of
Harsha , . . . , Varanasi 1969 and the bibliography given on p. 261 ff.; M.C. BHARTIYA, Ba-
nabhatta aur unka Harsacarita, Ghaziabad 1974 (in Hindi). - Translations: E.B. COWELL and
F.W. T H O M A S , The Harsa-carita of Bana, London 1897 (Oriental Translation Fund N.S. 8),
(reprint) Delh i . . .1961; A. F U H R E R , Banabhatta 's biography of Sriharshavardhana of Stha-
nesvara, Actes du 6 e Congres International des Orientalistes (1883), Leiden 1885, p. 201 ff.
(Chapter 5 only); R. SUKLA, Allahabad 1962 (Hindi); J. P A T H A K , Benares 1964 (Hindi).

41 Harsac, Introduction, stanza 20 (in some editions, 21).
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Ucchvasa I begins with Bana's autobiography, which is followed by a detailed account of
his ancestors and parents, his stormy youth and his return to the village of Pritikuta, a
somewhat older and wiser man. Ucchvasa II tells of the unexpected arrival of a messenger,
Mekhala, who gives an important letter to Bana, who is now living peacefully in the
village; he has been summoned to King Harsa's camp. After a long journey in three stages
the poet reaches Manitara on the banks of the Ajiravati (or Rapt!) River, near which the
great ruler is encamped. At first Bana is given a chilly welcome by the king, but later Harsa
shows his guest special favours and affection. Ucchvasa III contains the last part of Bana's
autobiography, which leads straight into the story of King Harsa's life. When on a brief visit
to his village, Bana is urged by friends and relatives to write a biography of Harsavardhana.
He begins with a description of Sthanvisvara (modern Thanesvar), the capital of Srikantha,
and of King Puspabhuti, the mythical founder of the Vardhana dynasty. This is followed by
an interesting passage about the great Sivaite master, Bhairavacarya, who initiates King
Puspabhuti into a secret Tantric ritual at a burial place. Ucchvasa IV begins with a brief
account of Puspabhiiti's descent, after which comes the story of King Prabhakaravardhana
and Queen YasovatI, whose childless marriage was blessed after many years with the birth
of three children, Prince Rajyavardhana, Prince Harsavardhana and a girl, Rajyasri.
Bhandi, Yasovati's nephew, and two brothers, Kumaragupta and Madhavagupta, two
Gupta princes from Malava, serve as adjutants to the two boys when they grow older. The
chapter ends with an event of great political significance: Rajyasri is betrothed to Prince
Grahavarman, who is related to the Maukharis and the Varmans of Kanyakubja (modern
Kanauj). Ucchvasa V is permeated with a tragic atmosphere. Rajyavardhana has been
commanded by his father to mount a campaign against the Hunas. When the army sets out,
Harsa accompanies his brother a long way on horseback, but leaves him when they reach
the foothills of the Himalaya. While Harsa is out hunting one day he receives a message
telling him that his father is dangerously ill. He hastens back home. When he finally
reaches the capital after an exhausting ride he sees that the palace is wrapt in silence and
that the members of his family are bowed down with sorrow. Courtiers besiege the king's
bedchamber while doctors, apothecaries and cooks prepare medicines and soothing drinks.
In the women's quarters Harsa meets his mother YasovatI, who is already arrayed in the
saffron-coloured robe in which she will ascend her husband's funeral pyre. Proudly she
walks in a ceremonial procession to the holy Sarasvati and even before the death of her
feverish husband, she throws herself into the roaring flames of his pyre on the banks of the
river. After a touching farewell speech to Harsa, who is in despair, Prabhakaravardhana
breathes his last. Bana describes the funeral ceremonies and the boundless sorrow of the
two princes with great feeling. In Ucchvasa VI Rajyavardhana, who has returned hastily
from the campaign against the Hiinas, renounces the throne in favour of his younger
brother and resolves to live in future as a hermit. Just as this decision is to be promulgated
to the assembled court, news arrives that the King of Malava has attacked Kanyakubja,
killed King Grahavarman and carried off Harsa's sister, Queen Rajyasri, into captivity. The
very same day Rajyavardhana and Bhandi set off on a punitive expedition while Harsa is
ordered to stay behind to look after the country. Harsa soon receives news that Ra-
jyavardhana has destroyed the Malava army in battle but that he has been treacherously
slain at a parley called by the King of Gauda, in Bengal, one of the King of Malava's allies.
Harsa swears to extort a bloody revenge for this shameful deed. However, the commander
of the elephant troop, Skandagupta, calms down the rage of the inexperienced young ruler
and gives him wise advice illustrated with examples from mythology and legend to which
Harsa listens. While he is preparing to wage war, evil omens proclaim the fate of his
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opponent. Ucchvasa VII gives a vivid, colourful and highly detailed account of the military
operations. We witness the army setting out, the wearying marches, the noisy encamp-
ments. Hamsavega, an emissary from the King of Kamarupa (today's Assam) comes to
Harsa bearing costly gifts. Harsa reaches the Vindhya mountains and defeats the King of
Malava. Ucchvasa VIII describes the endeavours of Harsa aided by Nirghata, a young hill-
dweller, to find Rajyasri, who has fled from prison and is hiding somewhere in the forest.
Nirghata leads Harsa to a Buddhist teacher and hermit named Divakaramitra who,
however, cannot give them any news of Rajyasri. While the three men are still talking one
of the ascetic's pupils hastens up with information that he has seen a woman of noble birth
who is in great need and is seeking to immolate herself by fire. Led by the young monk,
Harsa immediately seeks the ill-fated spot in which Rajyasri and her circle of intimates and
servants are already praying to Yama, the god of death. Harsa rescues his sister and leads
her to Divakaramitra's hermitage where he declares to the ascetic that both he and his sis-
ter will don the ochre-coloured robes of renunciation as soon as he has completed his task.
The company returns to camp and the chapter ends with Rajyasri's story and a description
of nightfall.

.Although the Harsacarita, which says nothing about Harsa's later life, is
undoubtedly based on a true story, and although a brief summary of the contents
gives the impression that the story is full of rapidly changing events, in actual fact
the amount of purely narrative matter in the work is rather small. The centre of
interest here too is description couched in grandiose language, and it allows very
little room for action. Thus in Ucchvasa I there are descriptions of the maidens
Sarasvati and Savitri at the hermitage by the Sona river and of young Dadhlca and
MalatI; in Ucchvasa II of Bana's home, summer, a forest fire, Bana's arrival at the
king's encampment, Pariyatra, the King's High Chamberlain, the king's stables for
horses and elephants, the elephant Darpasata, the king himself and finally, of
evening. In Ucchvasa III there are descriptions of autumn, Srikantha, the city of
Sthanvisvara, Bhairavacarya, the famous Sivaite teacher, the great sword Attahasa,
Titibha, Patalasvamin and Karnatala, three of Bhairavacarya's pupils, the Naga
Srikantha and the goddess LaksmI; in Ucchvasa IV of Yasovati, her pregnancy, the
birth of Harsa, the ceremonies in preparation for Rajyasri's wedding, Prince
Grahavarman as bridegroom, the wedding ceremony and the bridal suite; in
Ucchvasa V of the royal messenger Kurarigaka, the stillness of the sorrowing
capital, the dying king and finally, of Yasovati robed ready to commit sati; in
Ucchvasa VI of Rajyavardhana's grief for his dead father, Simhanada, the
commander-in-chief of the armed forces, and Skandagupta, the general in charge of
the elephants; in Ucchvasa VII of the preparations for the campaign, the princes in
Harsa's retinue, Harsa on the eve of departure, the march of the army, the gifts from
the King of Kamarupa, evening, a village in the forest and its inhabitants; in
Ucchvasa VIII of the young hill-dweller Nirghata, the forest and the trees in the
Vindhya mountains, Divakaramitra's hermitage, Rajyasri's lament, Mandakini, the
miraculous rope of pearls presented to Harsa by Divakaramitra, and finally, sunset
and nightfall.

As an example of Bana's style, we may take the description of autumn which
introduces the account of Bana's visit to his native village:
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atha kadacit viralitabalahake catakatarikakarini kvanatkadambe darduradvisi mayurama-
damusi hamsapathikasarthasarvatithau dhautasinibhanabhasi bhasvarabhasvati sucisasini
tarunataragane galacchunasirasarasane sidatsaudamanidamani damodaranidradruhi druta-
vaiduryavarnarnasi... parinamasyanasyamake janitapriyangumanjarirajasi kathoritatrapu-
satvaci kusumasmerasare saratsamayarambhe rajnah samipad bano bandhun drastum
punar api tam brahmanadhivasam agat /

"Now it came to pass that, at the time when the clouds have thinned out, the time which
causes distress to the cataka-birds, when the black-geese squawk, which is the enemy of the
frogs, which robs the peacocks of their revelry, which presents all hospitality to the
caravans of migrating geese-travellers, when the sky shines like a polished sword, the
brilliant sun shows its brightness, the moon shines clear, the hosts of stars are new and fresh
(as the eyes of lovers are tender42), when the rainbow, the bow of the god Indra, disappears,
when the chain-lightning falls to rest (as a girl's girdle slips down over her hips), when the
god Visnu's slumber is disturbed, when the streams run the colour of melted lapislazuli . . .
when the wild rice dries in ripeness, the pollen is produced in the clusters of millet-plants,
the skin of the cucumber is hardened, and the seeds smile in flower: at the time of the onset
of the autumn season, Bana left the king's side and returned again to that brahmin-dwelling
in order to see his family."43

It is significant that Bana did not concentrate on relating history, but devoted
himself with indefatigable energy to composing descriptions. This is a phenomenon
that can also be observed in semi-historical kavya in metrical form. The fact that his
work nevertheless contains a great deal of invaluable information about life in
encampments and at court, military operations, the army, Harsa's policies, etc. is
due to the pains Bana took to portray the world as he saw it in as much detail as
possible. Writing history was not the task of Indian poetry. The poet always found
mythological and legendary figures more attractive than the real heroes of his day,
and even when a poetic work was based on reality, the tendency to treat the
characters as if they existed on the dizzy heights inhabited by ideal figures and were
equipped with the superhuman powers of mythological heroes became irresistable.

Bana's Kadambari44, an incomplete work, is designed on ajar larger scale.than
the Harsacarita'and, we may presume, also, written later. The reason why Bana did
not complete this romantic prose poem may be that he died before it was finished.
Unlike the Harsacarita this novel, which has the heroine's name as its title, is not
based on historical fact but is wholly fictional. The work was finished by Bana's son,
Bhatta Pulinda (or Bhusana Bhatta), but it should be noted that what Bana himself
wrote stops before the narrative is fully developed. The work was "probably,
conceived on so vast a scale and with such a complex plan that the master was
unable to complete it during his lifetime. Like Subandhu's Vasavadatta, the novel
belongs to the sub-category katha and has been held up by all subsequent poets and
critics as the most perfect example of poetic prose, inimitable both in richness of
thought and in linguistic brilliancevBoth the Harsacarita and Kadambari begin with
a short metrical introduction containing verses of homage to Brahma, Siva, Visnu

42 The sentences in brackets give the second meaning hinted at in the Sanskrit original.
43 Translated by J. BROUGH, Poetry in Classical Sanskrit, IT 3-4 (1975/76), p . 99.
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and Bharvu, the poet's own guru, as well as reflections contrasting evil people who
are incapable of fine speech with noble people who have the gift of poetry. The
introduction concludes with information about the poet and his family. The main
part of the book, the story proper, is not divided into ucchvasas as in akhyayika but
runs unbroken from beginning to end as the rules of katha prescribe. It also
conforms to the rules as regards theme: we find a typical love-story in a refined and
courtly setting and, as in other novels in the same category, the lovers are beautiful,
sensitive and tender. The plot is a great deal more complicated than that of Va-
savadatta, however. In this late work by Bana we follow the love story of Kadam-
barl, the heroine, who is torn between love and filial duty, but also the fate of
Mahasveta, who faithfully waits for her lover on the shores of Lake Acchodaka
year after year. Bana does not lead his reader more or less straight into the story as
jSubandhu^oes; like the master he is, he borrows the technique common in narra-
tive literature of weaving several tales into each other and paves the way for the
love-story of Kadambarl and Prince Candraplda by prefacing it with four inter-
twined tales which gradually lead up to the main narrative. In addition, he also
employs the device of following some of the characters through not one existence
alone, but through two, even three. Bana seems to have been influenced by Guna-
dhya's Brhatkatha, which presumably also contained the story of King Sumanas,
to be found also in the Brhatkathamanjari45 and the Kathasaritsagara46, for this
story seems to be the basis of Kadambari, although Bana has changed the names as
well as freely reworked and extended the scope of the story.

The plot of Kadambarl , at least of the part that was written by Bana, is as follows (Tale 1):
one day a Candala-girl brought a parrot to King Sudraka, who reigned in the City of Vidisa
on the banks of the Vetravati river. The bird was very beautiful and also well-versed in all
the sciences and arts. When the parrot was presented to the king, it raised its right foot in a
gesture of homage and recited a panegyric verse. In the afternoon, when he had some
leisure, the amazed king asked the parrot, whose name was Vaisampayana, to tell him the

4 4 Ed.: M. M O H A N A T A R K A L A M K A R A , Calcutta 1850; T. TARKAVACASPATI B H A T T A C A R -
YA, Calcutta 1871; P. PETERSON, Bombay 1883 1 , 19OO3 (BSS 24); Pt. JTVXNANDA
V I D Y S S A G A R A , Calcutta 18893 ; M.R. K A L E , Bombay 1896, 19142 , Delh i . . .19684 (with
English translation); P.V. K A N E . Bombay 1911, 1921 3 (NSP) (Purvabhaga p . 1-124 of
Peterson's edition), Bombay 1920 (NSP); K.P. P A R A B , Bombay 1890, (revised by V.L.S.
PANSTKAR) 19083 , 19287 , (revised by M A T H U R A N A T H SASTRT) 19489 ; P.L. V A I D Y A , Poona
1951, 19653 (Poona Oriental Series 48 A; with English translation by J.N.S. C H A K R A V A R T Y ,
text as in Peterson's edition). - Lit.: A. W E B E R , Indische Streifen 1 (1868), p . 352 f. (Analysis
of the Kddamban); L. von M A N K O W S K I , Banas Kadambarl und die Geschichte von Konig
Sumanas in der Brihatkatha, W Z K M 15 (1901), p . 213 ff.; K.C. VARADACHARI , Sanskrit
Poetics: Kadambari , AVOI 11 (1950), p. 114ff.; T. VENKATACHARYA, Gleanings from the
Kadambari , JARS 14 (1960), p. 100 ff. - Translations: TARKASHANKAR T A R K A R A T N A ,
Kadambari , Calcutta 1858 (in Bengali); C M . R I D D I N G , The Kadambari of Bana, London
1896 (Oriental Translation Fund, N.S. 7; with the continuation by Bhusanabhatta); A.
SCHARPE, Bana's Kadambari , Leuven 1937 {Uttarabhaga and parts of the Purvabhaga, in
Dutch); P.L. V A I D Y A - J . N . S . C H A K R A V A R T Y , Poona 19653 ; M.R. K A L E , De lh i . . .19684 .

45 LambhakaXVl.
46 TarahgaUX.
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story of its life. Vaisampayana then said (Tale 2): I was born under a salmali-tree on the
shores of Lake Pampa. As my mother did not survive my birth, I was brought up under the
care of my father who, however, was slain by a Sabara huntsman before I was fledged.47 I
was found by a young ascetic named Harita. After bathing me tenderly on the shores of the
lake and giving me something to drink, Harita took me to the hermitage of his father, the
great seer Jabali who, surprisingly enough, was able to tell me that I was now tasting the
fruit of the ill-deeds I had done in an earlier existence. Then all the ascetics were curious
and demanded to be told the story of my past and present fate. Jabali related the following
about my earlier existence (Tale 3): There reigned in the City of Ujjayini a king named
Taraplda who had a faithful minister called Sukanasa.48 After being childless for a long
time a much-desired offspring was born to the king and his queen, Vilasavati, and Suka-
nasa was also able to rejoice, almost at the same time, over the birth of a fine son, who
was named Vaisampayana by his parents. The two boys grew up together in the closest
friendship and enjoyed the exalted education that was proper for children of their rank.
At the end of his education, when he was sixteen, Prince Candrapida was richly endowed.
The king gave the prince a palace of his own and a miraculous horse called Indrayudha
and the queen gave him a maid of honour called Patralekha, who was of royal descent.
Candrapida valued her highly. A few days later, when the prince had been consecrated
heir to the throne, he undertook at his father's request a campaign of world-wide con-
quest at the head of a great army and accompanied by Patralekha and Vaisampayana.
He conquered the East, the South, the West and finally the North, and when he had sub-
dued every quarter of the earth, he also subjugated Suvarnapura, the dwelling-place of the
strange Kimnaras, who are half man, half animal. When he was out riding Indrayudha
one day the prince, who had gone astray, discovered a charming lake, Acchodaka, and
both rider and horse refreshed themselves with its water. In a nearby Siva temple he saw
a girl playing a lute and singing before an image of the god. He later found out that her
name was Mahasveta. The beautiful girl led Candrapida to her hermitage, but when he
asked her the story of her life, she burst into a flood of tears. When she had composed
herself, she said to the prince (Tale 4): I am the only daughter of an Apsaras and a Gan-
dharva, two semi-divine beings. Once when I was bathing here, I saw a wonderfully
handsome ascetic by the lake. I learnt from his companion Kapinjala that he was Pun-
darika, the spiritual son of the great sage Svetaketu. We both burned with love for each
other, and Pundarika was so strongly afflicted with lovesickness and longing that he
was no longer alive when I arrived at his sickbed, alas far too late, out of respect for my
parents. I then decided to die too, and told my servant Taralika to prepare my pyre.
Just as I was about to throw myself into the sea of flames, a majestic being descended
from the skies, bore Pundarika's body aloft and, in order to move me to live on, promised
me a future reunion with my beloved. I took his bark garment, his water-pot and his ro-
sary and since that day I have been living in this hermitage by Lake Acchodaka awaiting
Pundarika's return.

(Main story): When night fell and Candrapida and Mahasveta were sitting on their beds
of leaves, Mahasveta said that she had a true friend, Kadambari, a girl she had known from
her earliest childhood, the daughter of the Gandharva Citraratha and the Apsaras Madira.
Kadambari had sworn not to marry until Mahasveta had been reunited to her lover. As

47 Bana, who lost one parent and later became an orphan, is obviously drawing on his own
experience here.

48 I.e., "parrot-nose".



Poetry of the Major Form - Prose 255

Mahasveta wished her friend to renounce this strict oath, they set out next morning, guided
by Candraplda, for Hemakuta, where Kadambari was living. When the prince and Ka-
dambari met face to face, they fell passionately in love. Mahasveta was soon invited to visit
her parents while Candraplda spent his time in Hemakuta living in a bejewelled house on a
hill in the pleasure grounds near Kadambari's palace. The prince and Kadambari looked
constantly at one another; Kadambari from the roof-terrace of her palace, the prince from
the top of the hill. When the moon rose, Kadambari paid a short visit to the prince and
asked him about his parentage and place of birth. Next morning, when Candraplda
returned to Mahasveta's grove, he saw his army, which had found him by following In-
drayudha's hoofprints. He spent a sleepless night in the camp, thinking only of Kadam-
bari, and when morning came and he received a message saying that she was ill, he hurried
back to Hemakuta. Feverish with love, Kadambari was confined to her couch and did not
reply to the prince's ambiguous words herself, but through Madalekha, her companion.
Candraplda left Patralekha with her. When he had rejoined his army a letter from his
father reached him requiring him to return with all speed to Ujjayini. While Vaisampa-
yana led the army back by slow marches, Candraplda hastened off on his journey before
the two lovers had been able to swear eternal faithfulness to each other and was re-
ceived with jubilation when he reached his own country and the capital. When Me-
ghanada, the commander of the whole army, and Patralekha arrived in Ujjayini a few
days later, Patralekha told the prince of the confession of love that Kadambari had con-
fided to her.

At this point the part of the story bv Bana himself, generally called, purvabhaga,
comes to an end. The mere fact that only about half of the story has been related
hitherto shows that the work cannot be complete in the form we have it. The
various threads of the story are left lying loose, and the heroine, who has given her
name to the whole story, only makes her appearance in the last sixth of the book.
The disposition of the work was too vast and the poet's life too short. As we have
seen, the novel was later completed by Bana's son, Bhtisana Bhatta. This second
part, the uttarabhaga, will be discussed in the next section of this book.

It is entirely in keeping with the requirements of katha that the main subjects of
Kadambari, as of Subandhu's Vasavadatta, are the love and longings of young
people who have scarcely left their childhood behind them in a setting that is
wonderful and completely unrealistic and that the story is interspersed with
colourful adventures, movement and encounters of the strangest kind. The story is
set partly in Ujjayini, King Taraplda's capital, and partly in Kadambari's native
country on the far side of the Himalaya, in the land of Gandharvas, Apsaras and
Kimnaras. The action is livelier, richer and more interesting than that of Va-
savadatta. fts complexity and the fact that it has many layers is iKiLQnly,.diJ îQ the
technique of interweaving several stories and shifting events t.o_differe.njt..e.xi.sjtejices,
.hut al ̂ Q-bggause it relates the parallel love-stories of two skilfully contrasted women
characters, Mahasveta and Kadambari. Although several stories are intertwined in
the book, Bana often embarks on the jongjdescriptions that the rules of mahakavya
require. A superabundance of detail, erudition and fins,observation marks these
descriptions, which are sometimes several pages long, with the result that the reader

Js constantly in danger of losing the thread of the narrative. Bana gives us artistically
constructed descriptions of the city and palaces of Ujjayini, the Vindhya mountains,
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the Himalaya, Lake Acchodaka, Mahasveta's hermitage, the Siva temple by the
lake, night and moonrise, but the piece de resistance is undoubtedly tb£*magnjjicsnt
scene between Kadambarl and Prince Xandrapjda towards the end of the book.
They meet shyly, and are shaken to the depths of their being by the ecstasy of their
fust, fiery feelings of love. The symptojrns. shown by KadaniharJ when she sees
Candraplda for the first time are depicted^ by Bana in a masterly way. He is
describing,agit.atiQn and the sentences are extraordinarily short:

drstva ca tarn prathamam romodgamas tato bhusanaravas tadanu kadambari samuttasthau
/ atha tasyah kusumayudha eva svedam ajanayat / sasambhramotthanasramo vyapadeso
'bhavat / urukampa eva gatim rurodha / nupuraravakrstahamsamandalam apayaso lebhe /
nisvasapravrttir evamsukam calam cakara / camaranilo nimittatam yayau / antahpravista-
candrapldasparsalobhenaiva nipapata hrdaye hastah / sa eva stanavaranavyajo babhu-
va / ananda evasrujalam apatayat / calitakarnavatamsakusumarajo vyaja asit / lajjaiva vak-
tum na dadau / mukhakamalaparimalagatalivrndam dvaratam agat / madanasarapratha-
mapraharavedanaiva sitkaram akarot / kusumaprakaraketakikantakaksatihsadharanatam
avapa / vepathur eva karatalam akampayat / nivedanodyatapratiharinivaranam kapatam
abhut/

"On seeing him, first horripilation, then the jingle of her ornaments, and thereafter Ka-
dambarl rose. Now the god of love produced perspiration in her; the effort of rising hastily
(to receive him) was the pretext. The tremor of her thighs hindered her movements; the
flock of swans attracted by the jingling of her anklets got the blame. The accelerated flow of
breath agitated her garment; the wind of the chowries came to be the cause. Her hand
rested on her heart simply due to the desire to touch Candraplda, who had entered (into her
heart); it being there to cover her breasts was a pretext. Joy caused the fall of the water of
tears; the pollen of the flower used as an ear-ornament that was shaken off was an excuse.
Shyness did not allow her to speak: the swarm of bees attracted by the fragrance of the
lotus of her face became the cause. The very pain caused by the first stroke of Madana's49

shaft (made her send forth) a hissing sound; the wound caused by the thorns of the ketaki in
the gift of flowers (placed on the ground) became the cause. Tremors shook the palm of her
hand; waving back the servant about to tell her something was the pretext."50

Bana is undoubtedly one of the most difficult poets in Sanskrit, and even a well-
educated Indian will find his two novels hard to read) LjkejQ£hj£ij2Q£is who wrote
prose or metrical mahakavya, Bana's strength does not lie in narrative but_Jn
sentiment and poetic presentation. Whereas Subandhu's work is brilliant, extremely
subtle and highly rhetorical, it is wit and imagination that flow most freely in Bana.
Both Kadambari and the Harsacarita reveal great sensitivity, and a number of
passages ̂ n both works show Bana's human warmth and his sense of humour - a
qualityjSubandhu lacks)completely. Although Bana's splendid but difficult style is
richJnjsimiles, learned allusions, new epithets grid other devices and although he is
very fond of paronomasia, the poet's jmagery hardly ever arouses a feeling that it .is
an aim in itself; it is rather thejenuinely poetic vision of a truly j>reat writer. As we
saw in the sample of his prose given above, both novels do in fact contain short

49 I.e., the god of love.
50 A free adaptation of the translation by M.R. K A L E , op.cit., p. 245.
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sentences. On the other hand it is true that his syntax generally leads to sentences of
vast_proportions, frequently five or <six pages\long, with the finite verb at the end. In
spite of this, however, they never lack clarity. His vocabulary is extraordinarily rich
and includes some very rare words such as the itvara at the end of the
autobiographical section of Harsacarita I. It is an old(Vedic\word, here used by the
author to describe himself when young as a youth who, due to his excesses, was
"(aimlessly) loafing about". As the poet went to extremes to avoid repeating a word,
he continually finds .or inventsLnew synonyms for even the most common objects.
"Sound", ''noise", for example, is rendered with dhvani, ranita, nada, rava, sabda,
nihsvana, dhvana, ghosa, svara and hrada amongst others, and "moon" with
candra, indu, sasin, sasadhara or soma, but also with much rarer epithets such as
amrtadidhiti, sudhasuti or ksapakara. An almost endless play on words, sounds and
thoughts passes in review before the reader's (or listener's) eyes and ears. Almost
endless, too, are often the chains of long compoun4s*™wiuch can jgreatg greatly
varying, sound effects suitable for any context. According to Dandin, they are "the
soul of prose" and conjure.up an atmosphere that is now tender, now serious or sad
or ceremonious. V.S. Agrawala considers that flour different styles can be distin-
guished _in.Bana: "firstly curnaka, which has "only short compounds, the second
abounding ir#lpng_ compounds, riSî tg arid falling like waves, known as utkalika-
praya, the third#levoid of any compound and named aviddha, and the fourth called
vrttagandhit^haying a sprinkling of metrical phrases and construction."51

The many descriptive passages name and describe a niuMtude..Qf.jQbjexLi and
^rcunjstan.ces,- clothing, materials, musical instruments, jewelry, male and female
occupations, customs, usages, ceremonies, etc. As they are ojtejiiie^cribed downja
tbgJa§.t.detail^kthey jive us invaluable information abou^the^spirituaLand material
£ujtuje of Bana's day and the style of life at Harsavardhana's court. In short, a whole
world is created for the attentive reader of his novels and we fully understand why
Jater critics and lovers of his works like to_quotethesaying,properly..used, ,c-f Vyasa^
the supposed author of the Mahabharat^ to the effect that great .Barm has said
.everything there is to be said and there is nothing on earth that he has not touched
on: banocchistam jagat sarvam.5^

3. Later Prose Poets

It is obvious that Bana rapidly gained the reputation of being the greatest master
of Sanskrit prose so far to appear. His work was- regarded as unsurpassable and his
name was soon mentioned together with Kalidasa and other famous poets. To
J^ture generations of poets the JFiarsacarita and Kadambari were the models both for
prose style and for prose novels.53 After Bana, akhyayika as a separate genre seemed

51 T h e Deeds of Harsha , p . 5.
52 Model led on vydsocchistam jagat sarvam.
53 Seep. 229.
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hardly to be viable any longer. Insofar as authors chose historical themes, they
either preferred semi-historical, metrical mahakavya or wrote prose novels, at that
time the genre that was most favoured as it combined the characteristics of both
categories.

We will begin our outline with Bana's son, Bhusana Bhatta (or Bhatta Pulina,
Pulinda or Pulindhra54), who wrote the second part (uttarabhaga) of his unfinished
Kadambari.55 Although Bhusana was very competent both in the technique of ka-
vya and Bana's difficult prose style, his achievement cannot be compared with his
father's in verbal artistry, imagination or deep knowledge. Bhusana appears to have
completed the novel, not because he had poetic ambitions, but rather out of filial
piety since, like other critics and admirers of Bana, he thought it a pity that such a
magnificent work should remain incompleted. Nevertheless a resume of the second
part may follow. Of course we do not know whether the plot was continued along
the lines intended by Bana, but we must assume that Bhusana, himself a
connoisseur of poetry, was perfectly familiar with the design his father had drawn
up. The part written by Bana ends somewhat abruptly with Candraplda's return to
Ujjayini followed soon after by Patralekha, who tells him of Kadambari's confession
of love. Bhusana's part begins here:

When , shortly afterwards, Keyuraka, a young Gandharva , brings a detailed description of
the distress in which the lovesick Kadambar i finds herself, Candrap ida swoons. He
determines to return to his beloved, but he must first await the arrival of Vaisampayana
and the army. After receiving a message that his troops have reached Dasapura , he sets out
to meet them. In the c a m p , the captains tell h im that Vaisampayana did not come back
with them; before marching to Ujjayini he wished to bathe in Lake Acchodaka and
worship Siva in the temple there. However, when he found a bower on the shores of the
lake he wept despairingly as if remember ing some long-past event. After that he refused to
go with his captains, saying that he intended to remain by the lake even after they had
offered to delay setting off for three days. Candrapida goes to Lake Acchodaka but is unable
to find his friend. He talks to Mahasveta at her hermitage and she tells h im that a young
Brahman (it is of course Vaisampayana) had been wandering about in the neighbourhood
and was burning with love for her. It seemed as though the young m a n recognized her in
some way. Al though she had repulsed h im, Vaisampayana had cont inued to protest his
love, indeed one night he had been so insistent that she had become very angry with h im,
put a spell upon h im and turned h im into a parrot . O n hearing this, Candrapida ' s heart
breaks and he breathes his last.
N o w Kadambar i , Patralekha, Madalekha and Keyuraka enter and when they see Candra-
pida lying dead, Kadambar i and Patralekha swoon. O n recovering, Kadambar i wishes to
take her own life immediately but is restrained by a voice from above promising Ma-
hasveta's reunion with Pundar ika and urging Kadambar i to guard the body of the prince
until the spell on h im is broken and she and Candrapida can also be reunited. When
Patralekha recovers consciousness, she j u m p s on to Indrayudha 's back, to the surprise
of everyone, and rides h im into Lake Acchodaka. Soon afterwards Pundar ika ' s true

54 According to Dhanapa la ' s Tilakamanjan, Introduction, stanza 26.
55 See p . 252.
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friend and companion Kapinjala rises out of the lake and, to Mahasveta's astonishment,
relates that, after following Pundarika into the grave, he had arrived in the sphere of the
moon. There the Moon himself explained what had happened: when he gave up his life,
Pundarika put a spell on the Moon so that he should be reborn and suffer separation from
his beloved. The Moon, in his turn, pronounced a spell over Pundarika condemning him
to suffer exactly the same fate. The Moon guarded Pundarika's body carefully until the
time should come for them to be reborn, the Moon as Candrapida and Pundarika as
Vaisampayana. Before they were reborn, however, a Vaimanika cursed Kapinjala, who
in his haste had almost knocked down the semi-divine being while he was rushing dis-
tractedly along the heavenly paths. The curse requires Kapinjala to be reborn in the
form of a horse but has been mitigated insofar as his life in this form - he will be reborn as
Indrayudha - will only last until the death of his master, Candrapida.

The remainder of the action links up with Bana's opening to form the framework
story. Here follows A.B. Keith's summary56 of the end of the story showing how all
the threads come together:

"Here ended Jabali's tale, and the parrot knew the truth, that it was Vaisampayana dreeing
the weird appointed for him. The impatient parrot desires to know its future fate, but'is
rebuked for its haste, and told that it would have as brief a life in its new condition as when
Pundarika. It is consoled by the advent of Kapinjala, sent to it by Svetaketu with the news
that he and Laksmi, ashamed of past neglect, are now engaged in sacrifice to end the curse,
and that it must stay peacefully in the hermitage until the due season. Impatient, however,
it flies off, is caught by a Candala for his princess, who has brought it to the king; this is all
it knows and here ends its tale, which the poet resumes. The Candala maiden reveals
herself as Laksmi, mother of the parrot, who had captured it to save it from the
consequences of filial disobedience; she bids the king now quit his life and both he and the
parrot at once perish, thus completing the human lives in which they had to suffer. At this
moment Candrapida comes to life in Kadambari's eyes, Pundarika descends from the sky,
all are reunited, Candrapida places Pundarika on the throne, and in devotion to his parents
spends his time partly at Ujjayini, partly at Hemakiita, Kadambari's parental home, and
partly in the moon, his own abode, while Patralekha is revealed as Rohini, the best beloved
of the queens of the Moon."

Bhusana's second part is only one third of the total length of the work. A
comparison with Bana's purvabhaga shows that he has not developed the action
with the same breadth, artistry or erudition; he seems rather to have concentrated
on tightening up the plot and increasing the tempo of the narrative. Even if he has
not followed his father's plan on all points, the uttarabhaga is important if we are to
understand the first part correctly, for it is here that the fates of the main characters
in their various incarnations and their relationship to each other are made clear. It
may be thought surprising that the person to emerge as the most important figure at
the end of the novel should be King Sudraka, who has experienced unhappy love in
two earlier existences. Quite a few critics have expressed the view that admittedly
the way in which Bhusana develops and completes the plot is complex and in many
strata, but that at bottom it is flat and lacks charm. On this point, however,

56 A History of Sanskrit Literature, p. 323.
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opinions differ. The stanzaic version of Kadambari to be found in Abhinanda's
Kadambarikathasara57 shows that other critics, who regard the achievement of
the novel by Bana and Bhusana as lying mainly on the linguistic and descriptive
plane, greatly appreciate the story too.

The ^Ayantisundarikatha58 was written after Bana's time, possibly in the 9th
century. Badly preserved, it may have been composed by a poet named Dandin (not
to be confused with the author of the Dasakumaracarita, although tradition has
frequently done so) and shows some features that are characteristic of katha and
others that belong to akhyayika. Typical of katha are the stanzas in homage to Isa-
na and the brief autobiography in the metrical introduction, while the remarks on
poetry and great poets of the past in the stanzaic foreword together with the prose
autobiography with which the prose part of the story opens are typical of akhyayika.
The poet himself is also the narrator, relating a tale that friends of his have told him.
The protagonists are the two figures we meet so often in Sanskrit literature,
including the lost beginning of the Dasakumaracarita: Prince Rajavahana and
Avantisundari, the beautiful daughter of King Manasara, the prince's arch-enemy.59

The Avantisundarikatha is extant only in fragments and the ca. twenty pages of
manuscript that have been preserved deal only with Rajavahana's parents, King
Rajahamsa of Magadha and his consort, Queen VasumatI, the story breaking off
just before the birth of the hero. In addition there is a stanzaic Avantisundarika-
thasara by an anonymous author which is a more or less faithful metrical version
bearing about the same relation to the prose katha as the Kadambarikathasara
does to Kadambari. It is possible that the different versions of the Avantisundari
legend in the Purvaplthika of the Dasakumaracarita and the Avantisundarikatha
come from two different sources, or that the poet who wrote the latter took his
material from Dandin's Purvaplthika but reworked it in katha style to suit him-
self. As in Bana's novels, the main thread of the story is often obscured by sub-
sidiary plots, minor episodes and, not least, by the fact that events are sometimes
moved to different incarnations. Furthermore, the narrative is constantly being
interrupted by long descriptions, such as the elaborate account of the love-games
played by King Rajahamsa and Queen VasumatI. To an even greater extent than
Bana, the author of the Avantisundarikatha indulges in long, sweeping sentences,
long compounds, paronomasia and alliteration.

In the time .after Subandhu and JBana prose was cultivated particularly in
educated Jaina_ circles. As Jainism enjoins strict asceticism and the renunciation of
the world on its adherents, explicitly worldly subjects, especially erotic themes,
were in theory prohibited. Numerous Jaina Munis were nevertheless very fond of
love-stories. Their poets did not usually write openly on these themes J)ut tended to
disguise them as religious or edifying literature. Stojiesjilled with erotic sentiment
(srngararasa) even found their way jnto_the thriving Jaina dharmakatha literatiire^

57 See p . 200 .
58 F o r edi t ions, etc., see p . 236 , note 15.
59 Cf. p.238f.
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which, although it might be entertaining also, was primarily intended to be
beneficial for the spiritual health of the community. In these works we therefore
find many descriptions of festivals, processions, spring games, etc. On such
occasions a young man might catch sight of a beautiful young girl who has just
turned sixteen, with whom he falls violently in love. Immediately the \outh will
swoon, struck by the scorching sight of feminine beauty. As soon as the maiden sees
the young man, she, too, loses consciousness; sick with love, she is confined to her
couch and is treated with soothing lotions to mitigate the fever of love. Finally,
when the girl's parents learn of the affair and of their daughter's pitiable condition,
she is allowed to marry the man she so hotly desires. A number of tales describe the
magnificent ceremony (svayamvara) parents arrange at which a marriagable
daughter chooses as her husband the prince or king she has longed for so deeply;
other stories describe the nuptials of a beautiful daughter and a young man who has
daringly rescued her from snake-bite or a charging elephant, and others again the
elopement of unhappy lovers who finally make an informal love-marriage (gan-
dharvavivaha) because the bride's parents will not consent to the young man's
proposal.

^Although these themes would have fitted perfectly into the sort of Jove-story Bana
wrote jmd although Jaina poets offer their readers or listeners a motley assortment
of descriptions such as the seasons, sunrises, towns, woods or parks, journeys,
military expeditions, indeed even battles, abductions, the pleasures of love,
weddings, kings, ministers, merchants or generals, the majority of these Jaina works
are jiot true prose novels in the strictly poetic sense. This is partly because the
jnessage in Jaina stories and collections of tales is far more narrative and didactic
than_aesthetic in character although the works themselves have many features in
common with mahakavya. For example, many stories illustrate virtues such as self-
control, generosity or asceticism in their main characters, or they may contain
passages censuring women (strininda) intended to direct them towards renunciation
of the world and tranquillity. Heroes often live through several incarnations. In the
Samaraiccakaha60, a dharmakatha in Prakrit by Haribhadra Suri (9th century), a
work that in many respects jresembles Bana's ]£adambari, we follow ^amaraditya
(Pkt. Samaraicca), j&ing, of UjjayinI, ^through ten existences which illustrate the
gradual maturing of karmarj^

Like other authors, Jaina writers like to take their material from the inexhaustible
treasure-trove of folklore and popular tales common to the whole of India. These
they re-edit and use for their own religious propaganda. Their stories seem fresher,
the scene more living and the characters less decadent than those of Bana or
Subandhu. As in Dandin's Dasakumaracarita, we meet more plebeian types such as
hetaerae, ascetics, messengers, servants, gamblers, rogues, thieves and poor people

60 Ed.: H. JACOBI, Calcutta 1908-26 (Bibl. Ind., 169); M.S. MODI, 2 vols., Ahmedabad
1935/36 (Prakrit Grantha-Mala 7). - See also A.N. UPADHYE, Samaramiyanka kaha of
Haribhadra, AIOC 1946, II, p. 381 f. and BhV 8 (1947), p. 23 f.; R. WILLIAMS, Haribhadra,
BSOAS28(1965), p. 101 ff.
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but also kings, queens, ministers and merchant princes. Although it often comes
close to genuine, artistically constructed kavya, Jheir.naxratiY,e.iitejaturedeviates
from the classical novel as defined by Bana and subsequent critics in that it is not
written in Sanskrit only, but also in Prakrit (Maharastri) and Apabhramsajor
sometimes in all three. Another difference is thatJLuey do not jyss prose for
everything except the metrical introduction but also,.stanzaic_,fpr^sjgr,(-h^g the
author of the Samaraiccak.afea) employ the mixed form of prose and verse that is
characteristic of campu. Jaina poets are fond of allowing stanzas in Sanskrit or
Apabhramsa to alternate with passages in Maharastri which, due to its fascinating
euphony, has for ages been considered especially suitable for creating an erotic
sentiment.

The Svetambara-Jaina ^Dhanapala, a Brahman who had been converted to
Jainism by his brother Sobhana, follows exactly inBaxia^ footsteps in the Sanskrit
novel jrilakamanjari. We are also indebted to this poet for a Prakrit dictionary, Pa-
iyalacchl, and a number of Jaina hymns.61 As a couple of stanzas of homage to his
patrons in the metrical introduction to Tilakamanjari show, Dhanapala wrote his
prose work in the second half of the(lOth century62 during the reigns of the Parama-
ra monarchs Slyaka63 and Vakpatiraja64 of JDharaJ He was born in Ujjayini but
when he grew up he moved to the capijtal of.Malava^a learned and versatile author.
His novel65, named after its heroine, is a direct copy of Bana'sJ^adambarj, which
the poet took as his model. However, he does jjoXrise to the same heights._Df
linguistic magnificence, elegance or erudition as his great predecessor. Like other
kathas, it is prefaced by a metrical foreword containing a stanza of homage, in this
case to Mahavira, the founder of Jainism, and the usual remarks on poetry and
older poets as well as praise of his two patrons, the Paramara rulers of Dhara. The
body of the novel, which is not divided into chapters - one of the most important
signs of katha - relates the romantic story of the love of Tilakamanjari and
Samaraketu and their final union. The oldest Prakrit novel, the rebirth story
Tarangavati66 by the famous Jaina poet Padalipta (Pkt. Palitta, before the 5th
century A.D. ?), who is a link in the tradition between the courts of Hala and Harsa,
and the Trailokyasundarikatha by Rudra are unfortunately both lost. Dhanapa-
la pays tribute to both of them in the foreword to Tilakamanjari.67

61 Seep. 136.
62 Probably about 970 A.D.
63 Tilakamanjari, Introduct ion, stanza 23 .
64 Ibid., Introduct ion, stanza 35 f.
65 Ed.: Pt. B H A V A D A T T A SASTRTand K.P. P A R A B , Bombay 1903, 1938 2 (KM 85, NSP);

N . M . K A N S A R A , Ahmedabad 1969 (Lalbhai Dalpatbhai Series 23). - Lit.: C. SIVARAMAMUR-
TI , Art notes from Dhanapa la ' s Tilakamanjari , IC 2 (1935), p . 199 ff.; H. BHUSANA J A I N ,
Ti lakamanjar ikaro mahakavidhanapa lah , PJ 5 (1967), p . 476 f. (in Sanskrit).

66 T h e contents of this work, a love story, were retold in Prakrit stanzas in the
Tarahgalola (1643 A.D.). Translat ion: E. L E U M A N N , Die Nonne . Ein neuer R o m a n aus dem
alten Indien, Munchen-Neubiberg (1921).

67 Tilakamanjari, Introduct ion, Stanzas 23 and 35 f.
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The ^adyacintamani is by an author we have already considered68, the
Digambara Jaina Vadibhasimha Odayadeva (or Vadlbhasimha Suri) from the(rCar-

_nataka in the south of India, a contemporary of Vadiraja's. He lived in the Hth\
century. As in the Ksatracudamani, which is stanzaic, the story of the Gadyacinta"-
mani is taken from Gunabhadra's Uttarapurana. It is in eleven chapters, here called
lambhaka, and tells the story of; Jlvandhara (or Jivaka), the son of King
Satyandhara, who finally takes monastic vows^and gains peace of mind and supreme
knowledge in the bosom of the Jaina faith. The influence of Bana's Ka-
jdambari. is noticeable in Vadlbhasimha's work too. His Gadyacintamani69, the
"Wishing Stone of Prose", is considered to be a very important Sanskrit novel
notable, despite its long compounds, for its graceful, flowing style and an interesting
j>tory into which numerous illustrations of Jaina teaching and valuable descriptions
of Jaina life have been Inserted. About the end of the 10th century or the beginning
of the 1 lth an unknown Jaina poet wrote the Malayasundarikatha, a fantastic novel
the hero and heroine of which are Mahabala and Malayasundarl.

The poet|Soddhalalcame from the caste of scribes (Kayastha) and wrote under the
patronage of the. Konkana) rulers Cittaraja, Nagarjuna and Mumminiraja, whose
capital was Sthanaka (the modern- Thana) south of Bombay). As Soddhala also
mentions Vatsaraja of Lata's patronage, his work, the Udayasundarlkatha70, may
have been written between 1026 and('1050). His poetry is influenced by the Ka-
dambari, both in content and style, and as the prose is frequently interrupted by
stanzas, Critics like to classify it as camp$. It is divided into chapters in the
akhyayika manner and the protagonists are Udayasundarl, the charming and
beautiful daughter of the Naga king, Sikhandatilaka, and Malayavahana, the
young king of Pratisthana. Their love for each other is undying and finally they
make an informal love-marriage. In this poem stanzas are not yet used with the
same freedom as in true campu, but it gives a clear indication that the boundaries
_of prose kayya are no longer hard and fast.

A later author, not a Jaina, whom we have already discussed is Vamana-
bhatta Bana71, who lived at the beginning of the 15th century. His Vemabhupa-
lacarita72 - one of the few works to take Bana's Harsacarita and not Kadambari as
its model - relates the deeds of the Reddi ruler Vemabhupala (or Viranarayana) of
Kondavidu (about 1403 to 1420).

68 See p . 212.
6 9 Ed.: T.S. K U P P U S V A M I S A S T R I , Madras 1902.
7 0 Ed.: C D . D A L A L and E. K R I S H N A M A C H A R Y A , Baroda 1920 (GOS 11). - Lit.: C.

S I V A R A M A M U R T I , Jott ings on paint ing from the Udayasundar lka tha of Soddhala , J O R M 13
(1939), p . 338 ff.; D .P . P A T E L , A critical apprecia t ion of Soddhala 's Udayasunda r ika tha ,
J M S U 13 (1964), p . 71 f.; V.V. M I R A S H I , T h e Udayasunda r ika tha of Soddhala , N i l akan ta
Sastri Fel. Vol. , Madras 1971, p . 423 ff.

71 See pp . 125, 210 and 248 .
72 Ed.: Pt .R.V. K R I S H N A N A M A C H A R I A R , Sr i rangam 1910 (Sri Vani Vilas Sanskrit Series

16). See also D.S. B A B U , Kingship , State and Religion in South India, etc.; cf. p . 220 , note
2 2 1 .
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The jlowering of the prose novel was. comparatively brief - it lasted m\ly a few
centuries. Poetry that can be defined as katha, either by the title or the content, was
also written in later ages, not least by Jaina poets. However, after the beginning.jof
the second millennium the authors of most of these works allowed an ever-
increasing number of verses to invade their poems. This tendency is(nQliceable in a
book as early as Dhanapala's Tilakamanjari, in which a far larger proportion of
verses is used than in Banajl The final result was that katha, no longer being written
exclusively in prose, ̂ gradually changed into campu, the genre dealt with in the next
chapter.



CHAPTER VI

POETRY OF THE MAJOR FORM - CAMPU

1. Introductory Remarks

At the end of the long road along which the various genres of kavya have
developed, from short poems, via metrical sargabandha to mahakavya in prose), we
have campu which, as we saw in our survey of literary categories1, is a mixed form
in which prose passages alternate with stanzas. It was imown to Dandin, who
designated it'gadyapadyamayi2, i.e., consisting of gadya and padya, jbut it was not
used to any great extent until after the end of the first millennium A.D. The genre
enjoyed great popularity in the south, particularly in Kerala, both in Malayalam
and in the mixed style known as Manipravala, which used a=m|xture of Malayalam
and Sanskrit In the history of Malayalam literature it is the time between the end of
the 14th-and the 16th centuries that can in fact be regarded as the campu period.
The term campu is not of Indo-Aryan origin and its etymology has not been
definitely established4. F.B.J. Kuiper considers it to be a loan from Austro-Asiatic
which is related, very appropriately, to the Malay tjampur, "mixed", and the Sakei
campur, "to mix".5

Trivikramabhatta's Nalacampu (or Damayantlcampu), written at the beginning
of the 10th century, is generally accepted as being the earliest campu in Sanskrit,
but there are a few even older works in Prakrit.which, having been composed in the
transitional period between prose and mixed forms, may be classified as either
campu or katha, The mixing of poetry and prose is in itself certainly of considerable
age. It is to be found in Buddhist texts, especially the Avadanas, but it is also
common in the Sutras, both in Pali and Sanskrit, as well as in Hindu narrative
literature and in inscriptions. Nevertheless, it is inadvisable to use the term campu
indiscriminately of any mixture of prose and verse or to define as campu works like
Arya Sura's Jatakamala6 or, still less, a book of fables like the Hitopadesa, as is
often done. Although these books do contain both prose and verse, their authors did
not write them as campus. It is true that in their day a mixture of poetry and prose

1 See p. 45 ff.
2 Kdvydd. 1,31.
3 Cf. A.C. SEKHAR, Evolution of Malayalam, BDC 12, 1-2 (1951), p. 1 ff.
4 Cf. M. MAYRHOFER, Kurzgefasstes etymologisches Worterbuch des Altindischen, I,

Heidelberg 1956, sub verbo.
5 AO 16, p. 309 f. For the genre, its origin and development, see S.K. DE, The Campu,

JGJh 1 (1943), p. 56 ff. and M.K. SURYANARAYANA RAO, Origin and development of campus,
V.V. Mirashi Fel. Vol., Nagpur 1965, p. 175 ff.
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was not uncommon, but they were not put together in the campu manner; this
developed later. While in true campu* there is a calculated balance betweenjQro.se
that is as perfect as possible and stanzas qn the genuine kavya style) in most of the'
texts above the_prpse does not measure up to especially high criteria and the verse_
has either a strongly didactic tendency or it has been allotted some other function,
for example; giving a jummajrv] It is a principle of some importance that the
flowering of prose mahakavya should have preceded the development of campu, the
last of all the literary genres. In just the same way jas the .prose novel arose a&_a
deliberate contrast to metrical kavya, which was then fully developed, so campu
was created when Sanskrit jpoets had mastered all the fine points and difficulties of
prose. Only when the need was felt to find a new and more difficult form of kavya
did poets endeavour to develop a ̂ £ew genre - campu - in which both poetry and
jgrose combined to produce a harmonic and balanced whole.

2. The Poems

The large number ofjiQerris in the mixed style that have been preserved indicate
that campu must have been j^ne jrfjjie. b e ^ in
JPrlkrit poetry. A. transitional poem, though it should perhaps be reckoned as cam-
pu, js_the voluminous Kuvalayamala7, extant in two recensions, by the Jaina
poet|Uddyotanalpaksinyacihna (or Uddyotana Suri), a pupil of the famous Hari-
bhadra, the author of the Samaraiccakaha. Completed inf 799 in Javalipura (mod-

6 The compositions of Arya Sura and other Buddhist authors of Jatakamalas in verse „
cum prose or only in verse such as Kumaralata, Sanghasena, Haribhatta and Gopadatta have
not been discussed in this volume, as these works are not exclusively governed by all the rules
of classical poetry. Though it is incontestable that their poems contain numerous elements of
kavya and Arya Sura in his 29th Jdtaka story, as has been shown recently (see B.
BHATTACHARYA, Yamaka in Arya-Sura's Jataka-Mala, BV 44/45, Adyar 1980/81, p. 390 ff.),
even uses the technique of yawa/ca-writing, their works are preferably to be classed as
narrative literature. Since their chief purpose is story-telling, they do not make any excessive
use of descriptions and, as a rule, are moderate also in exhibiting other painstaking poetic
devices.

7 Ed.: A.N. UPADHYE, Bombay 1959 (SJS 45). - Lit.: JINAVIJAYAJI MUNI, Kuvalayamala
(A Jain story of the 8th century A.D.), BhV 2 (1940/41), p. 77 ff. and p. 211 ff.; A.N.
UPADHYE, Sanskrit passages in the Kuvalayamala, BV 25 (1961), p. 353 ff.; A.N. UPADHYE,
Languages and dialects used in the Kuvalayamala, JOIB 14 (1964/65), p. 317 ff.; A.N.
UPADHYE, On the two recensions of the Kuvalayamala, V.V. Mirashi Fel. Vol., Nagpur 1965,
pp.201 ff.; A.N. UPADHYE, Languages and dialects used in the Kuvalayamala, AIOC 3965,
II, p. 204 ff.; A.N. UPADHYE, Works and authors referred to in the Kuvalayamala of
Uddyotanasuri, VIJ 3 (1965), p. 117 ff.; A.N. UPADHYE, Influence of Vimalasuri's Paumaca-
riya and Bana's Kadambari on Uddyotanasuri's Kuvalayamala, JOIB 16 (1967), p. 371 ff.;
A.N. UPADHYE, Influence of earlier works on the Kuvalayamala, AIOC 1968, p. 321 ff.; A.N.
UPADHYE, The Kuvalayamala: introduction, notes..., with a cultural note on the Kuvalaya-
mala. . .by.. V.S. AGRAWALA, (without place) 1969; A.N. UPADHYE, Kuvalayamala: a
cultural study, JOIB 20 (1970), p. 148 ff.; Kuvalayamala (of) Uddyotana Suri, JJ 5 (1970),
p. 52 ff. (summary of contents).
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ern Jalor, soutnoTJodhjjur), it not only combines prose and verse in the manner
practised by the genre that was slowly coming into fashion, it is a mixed work in
several other respects too: in it we find descriptions, love-stories, conversations,
riddles, samasyapuranas, ajmixture of styles and metres and even a mixture of
janguages, above all of various Middle Indian dialects. The poet considered his
work iab%, in principle, an "edifying tale", ^_dharma^tha^jn__Maharastrl. What
he offers is*,, however, a samklrnakatha, a "mixed story", which presents ajxum-
berof short poemsjvithin the framework of a poem in the major form - a katha
fil JLcamEti. It is also mixed from the language point of view, for into the body of
the text, which is mostly in Prakrit, are interpolated passages in^Sanskrit, usually
metrical (in the form of/quotations)., in Apabhramsa and sometimes even in
Pajsacj. The poem exemplifies the maturing of the karman, while the fate of five
persons illustrate the pernicious effects of krodha, mana, maya, lobha and moha,
i.e., anger, pride, deceit, greed and delusion. At the beginning of this long, often
obscure story, we meet Prince Kuvalayacanda, who is searching for the beautiful
young maiden Kuvalayamala. He eventually gains her since he is sufficiently edu-
cated and skilful to complete a half-finished stanza. Kuvalayamala may not be_a
perfect kavya in all respects, but it will serve as an excellent illustration of the sort
of works in mixed prose and verse written in large numbers by other Jaina poets
not mentioned here. Uddyotana made_use_of every^conyention in kavya he possi-
bly could and, following the example of Kadambari, Tilakamanjari and the lost
TarangavatI, indulged in the j/erbose descriptions typical of poetic prose, for ex-
ample of cities like VaranasI, Ujjayini and Taksasila, sunset and dusk, Dipavali
and other festivals, summer, merchants on a voyage, the monsoon, etc. The Jaina
scholar Ratnaprabha Suri wrote a resume of Kuvalayamala in the 13th century.
Like many other works defined as katha in the title, his Kuvalayamalakatha8 is in
fact written in the form of a campu in Sanskrit and is not without a flavour and
character ot its own.

The .earliest real campukavya_ is the Nalacampu (or Damayanticampu, Da-
mayantikatha)9 by [Triy|kramabhatta) who came from (karnataka. As the same
author .composed the Nausari inscription for the Rastrakuta King Indra II, we can
date his work to the beginning of the 10th century. The poem is divided into seven
ucchvasas and, as the name announces, relates the tale that is such a favourite of
Sanskrit poets, the story of King Nala and his consort, Queen Damayantl.10 The
work, which deals with only a fraction of the Nala legend, is modelled on Subandhu
and Bana and is written in difficult prose full of erudition and paronomasia. The
fact that stanzas from the Nalacampu are included in various anthologies shows that
Trivikrama's poetry won the approval of the critics. It is said that Trivikrama wrote

8 Ed.: A.N. UPADHYE, Bombay 1970 (SJS 46). - Cf. also A. MASTER, Gleanings from the
Kuvalayamala Kaha - II, BSOAS 13 (1949/51), p. 1004 ff.

9 Ed.: N.B. PARVANTKAR, Pt. DURGA"PRASA1> and Pt. SIVADATTA, Bombay 1885 (NSP);
Pt.N.K. SARMA. . .under the supervision of.. .Pt.N.S. KHISTE, Benares 1932 (KSS 98, Kavya
section 15).

10 Seep. 192 above.
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it in answer to a challenge from a colleague while his father, an important court
poet, was away from home. Unfortunately he never finished it, for when his father
returned, he regarded his son's attempt at poetry as an idle pastime. Trivikrama is
generally considered to be the author of another poem belonging to the same genre,
the Madalasacampu. Today, however, we know that it was written by another poet
of the same name.11

Another important campu also comes from(Karnataka} It is the Yasastilakacam-
jju12, written in(959iby the Digambara Jaina[Sojriaprabha]Suri (or_Somadeva), who
worked under the patronage of the son of the Calukya monarch King Arikesarin III,
a vassal of the Rastrakuta ruler Krsna. Somaprabha took the material for this
comprehensive campu on the legend of King Yasodhara and his reincarnations
from Gunabhadra's Uttarapurana, which has been the source of several Jaina
works.13 As in poems by many other Jaina writers, indeed also in Ba-
na, upon whom they modelled themselves, the action of the story extends over
several incarnations. It was in accordance with the practice of Jaina authors that
Somaprabha should combine a great deal of didactic material concerned with Jaina
teachings and ethics with the more poetic passages in this ̂ rudite and extraordinari-
ly broadly orientated poem. There are eight chapters in the work - here called asva-
sa - the last three of which form a sort of book of instruction for laymen. The story
proper, which is in many layers, is related with great skill in Asvasas I-V, the prose
and stanzaic jpassages revealing the hand of a man with ajrue; masteryjof both styles.
Since there are other works based on the same story, a synopsis of the work
follows:14

The city of Rajapura in the land of Yodheya is ruled over by a sensuous youngling named
Maridatta. On the advise of his family priest he has decided tojacrifice.a pair, male and
female, of every living creaturestp his household goddess, Candamarjdevata. WJieiuJfir this
human sacrifice, two ascetics, a youth and a maiden, are brought before the king, the scales
suddenly fall from his eyes. He remembers having heard that his nephew and niece, twins,
had renounced the world and become followers _pf the Jaina faith. They tell him of their
experiences in previous incarnations and their story, which takes up the greater part of the
work, makes it clear to Maridatta that they are in fact Jiis^relatives. The king undergoes an

11 See V.V. MIRASHI, Trivikrama, the author of the Madalasacampu, Nagpur University
Journal 15 (1964), p. 1 ff. and V.V. MIRASHI, Madalasacampukarta trivikramabhattah, PJ 5
(1967), p. 482 f.

12 Ed.: Pt. SIVADATTA and K.P. PARAB, 2 vols., Bombay 1901, 1903, Pt. SIVADATTA...
and V.L.S. PAI^STKAR, 19162 (KM 70, NSP). - Lit.: A. VENKATASUBBIAH, The Yasastilaka
and the Pancatantra, PO 2 (1937), p. 181 ff.; V. RAGHAVAN, Gleanings from Somadevasuri's
Yasastilaka Campu, JGJh 1 (1944), p. 249 ff. and 467 ff.; K.K. HANDIQUI, Yasastilaka and
Indian culture (or Somadeva's Yasastilaka and aspects of Jainism and Indian thought and
culture in the tenth century), Sholapur 1949 (Jivaraja Jaina Granthamala 2); V. RAGHAVAN,
Somadeva and King Bhoja, JUG 3 (1952), p. 35 ff.; E.D. KULKARNI. The vocabulary of
Yasastilaka of Somadevasuri, BDC 18 (1957, Taraporewale Mem. Vol.). On the author see O.
BOTTO, IL Nitivakyamrta di Somadeva Suri, Torino 1962, p. 7 ff.

13 See p. 214.
14 For a more detailed synopsis see A.B. KEITH, A History of Sanskrit Literature, p. 333 f.
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inward transformation and both he and his household goddess axe_convertedjtp the exalted
Jgaching of JVIahavira5, which preaches the sacredness of life.

Another work containing Jaina teaching which, like the Yasastilakacampu, is
based on the Uttarapurana is the Jlvandharacampu15 by Haricandra (or Haribha-
dra), who was certainly not writing before the 9th century and may also be the
author of the wholly stanzaic Dharmasarmabhyudaya.16 In campu form it retells the
story so popular in Jaina poetry, the Jivandhara legend on which the Ksatracu-
damani and Gadyacintamani17 by Vadibhasimha are also based. The Jaina poet
Mahendra Suri's Nammayasundartkaha (Skt. Narmadasundankatha)18 is written in
Prakrit. Mainly stanzaic, it was composed in 1130, allegedly at the request of a
pupil. It relates the story of the very pious girl, Narmadasundart, who suffered all
kinds of distress after her marriage to Mahesvaradatta, but heroically withstood all
temptations, even when she found herself in a house of joy. Like most works in this
genre, it is of great value from the cultural and historical point of view. Of particular
interest are the details of how a courtesan (ganika) is trained as related to Narma-
dasundari by the madam of the house, which had a staff of at least seven hun-
dred ladies of easy virtue.

Also worth mentioning is the Buddhist HatthajanagallaviMrav (before the
second half of the 13th century) which applies the technique of_campu to a text
written jnJPali. It is a monastery chr.OB.icle (vamsa) from Ceylon composed in the
manner of a Sanskrit campu. The work consists of 11 chapters (pariccheda) and
opens with a benediction. Chapter I contains descriptions of the district Manibheda,
the river Valukanadi and the Mahiyangana-Stupa and relates how Prince Sangha-
bodhi was born in a village in the vicinity of the stiipa; Chapter II describes the
sermon delivered by the illustrious monk Nandamahathera to Prince Sanghabodhi,
which is modelled directly on Sukanasa's speech to Candraplda in Bana's Ka-
dambari; III the arrival of the three young men Sanghabodhi, Sanghatissa and
Gothabhaya at Anuradhapura; and IV the death of Sanghatissa and the annointing
of Sanghabodhi as king. When Sanghabodhi refuses the kingdom, his speech again
follows the words uttered by Sukanasa in Bana. Chapter V describes Sanghabodhi's
desire to attain the perfections of enlightenment, VI how he tames a red-eyed
demon and the dialogue between him and the king; VII the king's renunciation of
the world; VIII his voluntary death, IX the cremation of the king and the queen and
the erection of a stupa by King Gothabhaya; X the building of a five-storied
mansion for the monks; and XI the good deeds performed by the two kings

15 Ed.: T.S. KUPPUSVAMI SASTRI, Tanjore 1905 (Sarasvati Vilasa Series); P. JAIN, Benares
1958 (Jnanapitha Murtideva Jaina Granthamala, Sanskrit grantha 18, with Hindi translation).
- On the date of the author see V. RAGHAVAN, The date of the Jain poet Haricandra, JGJh 26
(1970), pp. 45-46.

16 Cf. p. 212 above.
17 Cf. p. 263 above.
18 Ed. K.P. TRIVEDT, .Bombay 1960 (SJS 48). See J.C. JAIN, Prakrt sahitya ka itihas,

Varanasi 1961 (Vidyabhavan Rastrabhasa Granthamala 42), p. 459 ff. (in Hindi).
19 Ed. C.E. GODAKUMBURA, PTS 1956.
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Vijayabahu and Parakramabahu II. In the verse portions the poet uses metres which
all are employed in Sanskrit kavya. About twenty stanzas are modelled on or
inspired by Arya Sura's Jatakamala.

Judging by the texts that have been preserved, most of the campus written before
Jhe_ ejidjaf the first minienmum were by Jainas. Although the genre must have
enjoyed popularity among Hindus, too, it is astonishing to find that jHindu camp_u
did not reach the height of its power until the 1.6th century? After'this time the
(number of Hindu campus is so large) that space does not permit us to give more than
a brief description of the most important of them.

The Ramayanacampu (or Bhojacampu)20 cannot be dated with any certainty and
was written by more poets than one. Like the epic Ramayana it is divided into six
sections (kanda). The first five kandas are by Vidarbharaja, i.e., Bhoja (first half of
the 11 th century) and the last (Yuddhakanda) by Laksmana Suri (or Laksmana-
bhatta), who is also known for his commentary on Kaviraja's Raghavapandaviya
and the Gltagovinda. Some manuscripts include a seventh section (Uttarakanda)
attributed to Venkataraja. Bhoja's part of the work is influenced not only by the Ra-
mayana itself, but also by those sargas in the Raghuvamsa21 that deal with the Ra-
ma legend. Divakara's Amogharaghavacampu22, relating in seven ucchvasas the
story of the Balakanda in the Ramayana, was written in 1299. The poet's patron
was the ruler of Kolattunad in Kerala named in the title, (Vira)Raghava (Cakra-
vartin). A campu that retells the story of the Mahabharata is the Bha-
ratacampu23 by Ananta Bhatta (end of the 16th century).

The majority of campus have as their subject episodes or legends taken either
from the two great .epics or the PuranaSj, particularly the Bhagavatapurana.
Sesakrsna (Krsna for short), a 16th century author, wrote the /^arija-
taharanacampu24 and a contemporary, Daivajna Surya,wrote a Nrsimhacampu.25 A
considerable number of the campus inspired by the Visnu, Krsna and Siva legends
were composed during the 17th century and, like earlier campus, many of them
come from the south. Nilakantha Diksita, from the south of India, whom we have
already mentioned, wrote the Nilakanthavijayacampu26 (1637) about the legend of
the churning of the ocean of milk. Kesava Bhatta, the son of Ananta Bhatta, and

2 0 Ed.: K.P. P A R A B , Bombay 1898 (NSP); R. M I S R A , Benares 1956. - Lit.: E. SLUSZKIE-
WICZ, Notes sur le Campuramayana de Bhoja, R O 3 (1925), p . 107 ff.

21 Cf. p. 176 f.
22 See K. KUNJUNNI R A J A , The Contribution of Kerala to Sanskrit Literature, Madras

1958, p . 238 f and A.G. W A R I A R , King Raghava of the Amogharaghavacampu, IHQ 17
(1941), p . 251 ff.

23 Ed.: Bombay: Induprakasa Press 1864; K.P. P A R A B , Bombay 1903, (K.P. P A R A B and
V.L.S. PANSTKAR) 19193 .

2 4 E d . : P t . D U R G A P R A S A D and K.P. P A R A B , Bombay 1889 (KM 14, NSP); C. SANKARA-

RAMA SASTRI, Madras 1924.
2 5 Ed.: HARIPRASAD B H A G A V A T , Bombay 1909. - See also V. R A G H A V A N , The Nrsimha

Campu of Daivajna Siirya Pandita and the Nrsimhavijnapana of Sri Nrsimhasramin, BV 1
(1937), Manuscripts notes II, p. 42 ff.

26 Ed.: C. SANKARARAMA SASTRI, Madras 1924 and 1941 (Sri Balamanorama Series 7).
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Samkarsana each wrote a Nrsimhacampu.27 Narayana Bhatta from North Malabar,
also previously mentioned, wrote the short quick-poem (asukavita) entitled Sva-
hasudhakara28 in campu form but, having only 26 stanzas, it belongs rather to the
minor form of kavya. Other poems are the Sankaracetovilasacampu29 by San-
kara and the Mandaramarandacampu30 by Krsnasarman. The artistically con-
structed early 17th century Varadambikaparinaya31. by_ the woman poet Tiruma-
Jlamba tells the story of the love and marriage of Varadambika and Acyutara-
ya, King of Vijayanagara (crowned about 1530 A.D.). The author of a Ramayana-, a
Bhagavata-, a Nala- and a Hariscandracampu is the southern Indian scholar-poet
Ghanasyama32, who lived in the first half of the 18th century. He also wrote a
number of dramas, purely metrical kavyas, commentaries and other works. Then
there is the Citracampu33, completed in 1744, by the Bengali poet Banesvara
Vidyalamkara Bhattacarya (born about 1665).

Quite_ajiumber of campus are on predominantly religious or jphilosophic themes.
A typical work of this kind is the Visvagunadarsacampu34 by the versatile scholar
and poet V^nkatadhyarin35 (born about 1590 in Arasanipala near Kanci/died about
1.660 in KancI). He calls each section of his work a varnana, i.e., "description"
(possibly also "praise"), and presents what he wishes to say in the form of a dialogue
between two Gandharvas named Visvavasu and Krsanu. These two beings fly over
India in a vimana, an "aerial chariot", and Visvavasu sings the praises of everything
that meets his eye during the journey. Krsanu, on the other hand, sees only negative
qualities, but he is not a true advocatus diaboli as his speech is full of ambiguities
(slesa) and he thus frequently agrees with Visvavasu without appearing to do so. It is
interesting that the journey theme, which has long been found in duta poetry and
occasionally also in metrical mahakavya, can obviously be adapted to new, even
religious purposes. As a pious Visnuite whose spiritual advisers seem to have been
Ramanuja, Vedantadesika and Nammalvar (Skt. Sathakopa) Venkatadhvarin uses
the device of describing the most important places of pilgrimage in order to make

27 Ed.: H A R I P R A S A D B H A G A V A T , B o m b a y 1909 (Kesava Bhatta) .
28 Ed.: in K M 4, Bombay 1887.
29 See A.B. K E I T H , A History of Sanskrit Li terature , p . 337.
30 Ed.: K E D A R N A T H and V.L.S. P A N S I K A R , Bombay 1924 2 (NSP); Pt. S I V A D A T T A and K.P.

P A R A B , Bombay 1895 ( K M 52).
31 Ed.: L A K S M A N S A R U P , Lahore (1938?).
32 O n the poet and his works see M . V A L L A U R I , II poe ta G h a n a s y a m a e il suo ' D a m a r u k a ' ,

G S A I 2 (1930/31) , p . 75 ff.; J.B. C H A U D H U R I , Sanskrit poet G h a n a s y a m a , I H Q 19 (1943),
p . 237 ff.

33 See J. E G G E L I N G , Cata logue of the Sanskrit Manusc r ip t s in the Library of the India
Office, VII, London , 1904, N o . 4044 .

3 4 Ed.: C.V. R A M A S S W A M I , Calcut ta 1825; Sh. V I T H A L , Bombay 1889; B.G. Y O G I and

M.G. B A K R E , Bombay 1923 5 (NSP). - Trans la t ion: M.-Cl . P O R C H E R , U n p o e m e satir ique
Sanskrit: la Visvagunadarsacampu de Venka tadhvar in , Pondichery 1972 (Publicat ions de
l ' lnst i tut Francais d ' Indologie 48). - O n the au tho r see E.V. V I R A R A G H A V A C H A R I A , Venka ta -
dhvar in: his date and works , IC 6 (1939), p . 225 ff. and M.-Cl. P O R C H E R , op.cit ( introduct ion) .

35 Seep. 148 above.
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his campu a_sort of mahatmya as well as a poem. A parallel example, very similar in
conception to Venkatadhvarins' work, is to be found in the sixth Act of Ve-
dantadesika's drama Samkalpasuryodaya (aerial journey and description of holy
places by Viveka and Tarka). It is obvious that in Venkatadhvarin's day it was
fashionable to use the journey theme and the dialogue form which was used
throughout and was frequently turned into exaggerated verbal cleverness. Similar
campus are Samarapumgava Diksita's Tirthayatraprabandha36 and Annayarya's
Tattvagunadarsa(campu)37, which resembles the Visvagunadarsacampu both in title
and manner. Also worth mentioning is Kavitarkikasimha Vedantacarya, in whose
Vedantacaryavijaya38, "The (Spiritual) Victory of the Vedanta Master (Vedan-
tadesika)", disputes between various scholars and Vedantadesika are described. In a
similar way Ramacandra Clranjiva Bhattacarya allows representatives of various
sects to present the essential features of their faiths in his Vidvanmodatarangin!39

(1st half of the 18th century).
Just as Jaina poets made use of camp,u for the dissemination and illustration of

their faith, so numbers of Vaisnava poets employed the genre for their message of
salvation. This is particularly true of the leaders of the revivalist movement founded
by Caitanya (1485-1533 A.D.). His disciples and the sect's first theologists were true
connoisseurs of poetry and often introduced into their campus glowing pictures of
the sublimated erotic love found in kavya in which worldly love and religious
mysticism are inextricably mixed..J^y^jGpsyamm wrote the voluminous Gopaj
lacampu40, which has (thirty-three chapter^ named puranas and, like the philoso-
phic campus, uses dialogue technique. Raghunathadasa wrote the Muktacaritra41

and Paramanandadasa Kavikarnaptira the Anandavrndavanacampii.42 The devo-
tion to classical kavya of these early teachers of the Caitanya school43 not only had
the result that an important branch of Krsnaite poetry arose, it also led to the
inclusion in this school's system of religious instruction of a number of complex
Sanskrit poetic theories and technical terms.

36 Ed.: KEDARNATH and V.L.S. PANSTKAR, Bombay 1908 (NSP).
37 Cf. Descriptive Catalogue, Madras Govt. Oriental Library, XXI, No. 12295.
38 Cf. Descriptive Catalogue, Madras Govt. Oriental Library, XXI, No. 12365.
39 Ed.: Bombay: Venkatesvara Press 1912. - On the author see S.K. D E , History of

Sanskrit Poetics, Calcutta I 9 6 0 2 , 1 , p. 279 f.
4 0 Ed.: NITYASVARUP BRAHMACARI, 2 vols., Brndaban 1904, 1961; RASAVIHARF

SAMKHYATTRTHA, 5 vols., Berhampur 1908-1913 (in Bengali characters); M A D H V A G A U D E S -
VARACARYA, RASA VIHART and NRSIMHAVALLABHA, Vrndavana 1968.

41 Ed.: NITYASVARUP BRAHMACARI, Brndaban 19i 7 (in Bengali characters).
42 Ed.: V.S. TRIPATHT", in: The Pandit, 'O.S. 9 (1874/75)-10 (1875/76), N.S. 1 (1876 /77 ) -

3 (1878/79); M. D A S , Hugli 1918 (in Bengali characters, incomplete).
43 On JIva and the other Gosvamins see U. BHATTACHARJI, The philosophy of Jiva Go-

svamin, Poona 1934 (K.B. Pathak Commem. Vol.); S.K. D E , Bengal's Contribution to
Sanskrit Literature and Studies in Bengal Vaisnavism, Calcutta 1960 (reprint from ISPP).;
S.K. D E , Early History of the Vaisnava Faith and Movement in Bengal, Calcutta 1961; and J.
G O N D A , Medieval Religious Literature in Sanskrit, Wiesbaden 1977 (= HIL II, 1), p. 20 ff.
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As regards more recent campus, three are particularly worthy of mention: Sri-
nivasa's Anandarangavijayacampu44, the SarvadevavilajsaiLiabout 1900), which
describes the city of Madras about the end of the 18th century, and the (Sri)
Narasimhavijayacampu46 by (Srl)Narasimha (1830-1896) from Tiruccirappalli.
The Gundlcacamrju47 by Cakradhara Pattanayaka describes the ceremony of
Jagannatha's car-festival jn Puri and the Aniruddha (carita) campu48, a work in nine
ucchvasas by Devaraja, son of Raghupati, the marriage of Aniruddha and Usa.

Conclusion

This presentation of classical Indian poetry has dealt with Jkayya in the narrow
sense of the word, thus excluding classical Indian .drama, to which another volume
in this series is devoted. In principle, many of the stanzas in drama could, it is true,
bejregarded as kavya in the strict sense: they are generally easy to detach from their
context, which is also true of stanzas in sargabandha, as we have seen; they are
•usually, written in a simpler style of kavya since they must be easily and quickly
understandable by an audience;* they can easily be enjoyed as short poems, as
quotations from dramas in books on poetic theory prove. The same can only be said
jjvith considerable reservations about the prose passages in drama. Nevertheless, we
do find among all the Sanskrit and Prakrit dramatic speeches a number of
descriptive passages which closely imitate the artistic style of prose mahakavya both
in vocabulary and syntax.

Two other categories of literature that are not dealt with in this volume are
imcriptionsjprasasti) and letters of jr^n^Min-Strucjdpn.(lekha).49 The diction of the
few(epistles) mostly Buddhist50, that have come down to us is to some extentj5oetic_
in pattern, and the form and style of^manyj-oyaledicts, deeds of gift, etc. canjigthly
be regarded as ,a sort of inscriptional kavya. Cotters are considered to be dharma-
Jcavyas51, "poems on religion"; they are didactic in content and lack the descrip-
tions so typical of kavya. They do not, as a rule, make use of poetic Jigures to any

44 Ed.
45 Ed.
46 Ed.

V. R A G H A V A N , Tiruccirappall i 1948.
V. R A G H A V A N , Adyar 1958 (Adyar Library Pamphle t Series 33).
V.B. N A T A R A J A S A S T R I , Tiruccirappall i (no date, probably 1969/70).

47 Cf. H A R A P R A S A D A S H A S T R I , A Descriptive Catalogue of the Sanskrit Manuscr ipts in the
Collections of the Asiatic Society of Bengal, VII, Calcutta 1934, Nos. 5424 and 5425.

48 Cf. J. E G G E L I N G , Catalogue of the Sanskrit Manuscr ipts in the Library of the India
Office, VII, London 1904, No . 4035 and H A R A P R A S A D A SHASTRT, op. cit., No . 5423.

49 Cf. the table on p . 47.
50 For information of the art of Buddhist letter writing see S. D I E T Z , Die buddhistische

Briefliteratur Indiens. Nach dem tibetischen Tanjur herausgegeben, iibersetzt und erlautert, I:
Einleitung, II: Texte und Ubersetzungen, III: Anmerkungen und Register, Bonn 1980, and
S.Ch. B A N E R J I , A Study of the Epistolary and Documenta ry Literature in Sanskrit, I H Q 34
(1958), p . 226 ff.

51 S e e S . D I E T Z , op.cit., I, p . 129 f.
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great extent) Inscriptions are written in verse, in prose, or in a mixture of the two;
in the last case they are campu in miniature. They often contain kayya-like de-
scriptions but seldom reach the heights of great poetry. Nor, apparently, have in-
scriptions and epistles ever received much attention from the teachers of San-
skrit poetics; theoretical works never quote passages from these two genres. Not-
withstanding their lowly position, inscriptions have .played an immensely im-
portant part in making Indian poetic language familiar not only in the whole of
India itself, but, since as long ago as the 1st century A.D., also in large areas of
South East Asia and Indonesia which had culturally been colonized by Indians.52

Finally, though mentioned once or twice, modern Sanskrit poetry has not been
taken into consideration in this history of kavya; it lies too close in time for us to be
able to put it into its correct perspective.

52 Seep. 50f.



1. Texts

ABBREVIATIONS

Agnip.
Buddhac.
Dasakum.
Ghatak.
Gitag.
Harsac.
Kavyad.
Kavyalamkaras.
Kavyam.
Kirat.
Kiskindhak.
Kumaras.
Mahabh.
Mahavirac.
Meghad.
Naisadh.
Pavanad.
Raghuv.
Ram.
Rtus.
Saund.
Sisup.
Srhgaraprak.
Srngaras.
Subh.
Therag.
Therig.
Vajjal.

Agnipurana
Buddhacarita
Dasakumaracarita
Ghatakarpara
Gitagovinda
Harsacarita
Kavyadarsa
Kavyalamkarasutra
Kavyamimamsa
Kiratarjuniya
Kiskindhakanda
Kumarasambhava
Mahabharata
Mahaviracarita
Meghaduta
Naisadhacarita
Pavanaduta
Raghuvamsa
Ramayana
Rtusamhara
Saundarananda
Sisupalavadha
Srngaraprakasa
Srngarasataka
Subhasitavali
Theragatha
Therigatha
Vajjalagga

2. Periodicals

ABORI
AIOC
AKM
AO
AORM

AP
ASAW

ASEA
AVOI
BDC

Annals of the Bhandarkar Oriental Research Institute
All India Oriental Conferences (Proceedings, etc.)
Abhandlungen fur die Kunde des Morgenlandes
Archiv Orientalni
Annals of Oriental Research of the University of
Madras
The Aryan Path
Abhandlungen der Sachsischen Akademie der Wissen-
schaften
Asiatische Studien -Etudes Asiatiques
Annals of the Sri Venkateswara Oriental Institute
Deccan College Research Institute Bulletin
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BEFEO
BhV
BSOAS
BV
GRM
GSAI
IA
1C
IHQ
IIJ
IOC

ISPP
IT
JA
JAOS
JARS
JAS
JASB
JASBo
JAU

JBORS
JBRAS

JBTS

JDS

JGJh
JIH
JJ
JMA
JMSU
JMU

JOIB
JORM
JPASB

JPTS
JRAS

JUB

JUG
MU
NGWG

OLZ
OS
PJ

Bulletin de l'Ecole Francaise d'Extreme Orient
Bharatiya Vidya
Bulletin of the School of Oriental and African Studies
Brahmavidya. The Adyar Library Bulletin
Germanisch- romanische Monatsschrift
Giornale della Societa Asiatica Italiana
Indian Antiquary
Indian Culture
Indian Historical Quarterly
Indo-Iranian Journal

International Orientalist Conferences (Proceedings,
Transactions, etc.)
Indian Studies Past and Present
Indologica Taurinensia
Journal Asiatique
Journal of the American Oriental Society
Journal of the Assam Research Society
Journal of the Asiatic Society
Journal of the Asiatic Society of Bengal
Journal of the Asiatic Society of Bombay
Journal of the Annamalai University. Part A: Humani-
ties
Journal of the Bihar (and Orissa) Research Society
Journal of the Bombay Branch of the Royal Asiatic
Society
Journal of the Buddhist Text (1897 ff.:) and Anthropo-
logical Society
Journal of the Department of Sanskrit, University of
Delhi
Journal of the Ganganatha Jha Research Institute
Journal of Indian History
Jain Journal
Journal of the Music Academy, Madras
Journal of the Maharaja Sayajirao University of Baroda
The Half-Yearly Journal of the Mysore University
New Series, Section A - Arts
Journal of the Oriental Institute, Baroda
The Journal of Oriental Research, Madras
Journal and Proceedings of the Asiatic Society of
Bengal
Journal of the Pali Text Society
Journal of the Royal Asiatic Society of Great Britain
and Ireland
Journal of the University of Bombay. Arts: Humanities
and Social Sciences
Journal of the University of Gauhati
Le Museon
Nachrichten der Gesellschaft der Wissenschaften in
Gottingen, Philolog.-hist. Klasse
Orientalistische Literaturzeitung
Orientalia Suecana
Praci-Jyoti: Digest of Indological Studies, Kurukshetra
University
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PO The Poona Orientalist
RO Rocznik Orientalistyczny
RSO Rivista degli studi oriental]
SAWW Sitzungsberichte der Akademie der Wissenschaften in

Wien, Phil.-hist. Klasse
SPAW Sitzungsberichte der Preussischen Akademie der Wis-

senschaften, Phil.-hist. Klasse
STT . Sanskrittexte aus den Turfanfunden
TLV Bijdragen tot de Taal-, Land- en Volkenkunde (van

Nederlands-Indie)
TSML Tanjore Maharaja Serjofi's Sarasvati Mahal Library

Journal
VIJ Vishveshvaranand Indological Journal
WZKM ~ Wiener Zeitschrift fur die Kunde des Morgenlandes
WZKS Wiener Zeitschrift fur die Kunde Sudasiens
WZKSO Wiener Zeitschrift fur die Kunde Siid- und Ostasiens
ZDMG Zeitschrift der Deutschen Morgenlandischen Gesell-

schaft
ZII Zeitschrift fur Indologie und Iranistik

3. Series, publishing houses and often quoted books

AnSS Anandasrama Sanskrit Series
AOS American Oriental Series
BSS Bombay Sanskrit Series
CSS Chowkhamba Sanskrit Series
GIL M. Winternitz, Geschichte der indischen Literatur,
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Nemiduta 124
Neminirvana 213
Nilakanthavijayacampu 270
Nirbhayabhlmavyayoga 136*
Nitikalpadruma 203
Nitisataka 9,88,90, 101
Nrsimhacampu 270,271

Padankaduta 126
Padmapurana 214
Padyacudamani 201
Padyakadambari 203
Padyavali 147
Pajjamadhu 134
Pancagatidapana 135
Pancakalyanajinastotra 136
Pancaparamesthistava 137
Pancasati 142
Pancavimsatigunastavana 137
Pandavacaritra 215
Panthaduta 126
Paramarthanamasangiti 134
Paramesthistavana 135
Paramesvarastotravali 142
Parijataharanacampu 270
Parsvabhyudaya 118,124,214
Parsvanathacarita 212
Parsvanathalaghustava 13 7
Parsvanathastava 136
Parvatiparinaya 248
Parvatirukminlya 224
Paiimacariu 214
Paiimacariya 213f.
Pavanaduta 18, 113, 12 Iff., 126,204
Piyusalahari 144
Prasadapratibhastotra 132, 133
Prasadapratibhodbhava(stotra) 133
Prasannaraghava 96, 205
Priyadarsika 192
Prthvirajavijaya 219
Purvacatakastaka 103
Purvamegha'(Meghad.) 116,119*
Purvapithika (Dasakum.) 234, 236, 237,

238*, 242, 260

Purvasandesa (Meghad.) 116*
Puspabanavilasa 116

Raghavanaisadhlya 225
Raghavapandavayadaviya 225
Raghavapandaviya 224, 270
Raghavayadaviya 148ff., 225
Raghunathabhyudaya 221
Raghuvamsa 11*, 20, 29, 33*, 35, 43, 59*,

108*, i16, 120, 131, 163, 168*, 171,
175ff., 190, 198,219,270

Raghuvirastava 144
Raghavlya 211
Rajaprasastimahakavya 221
Rajatarangini 197,218
Rajendrakarnapura 100, 128
Raksasakavya 116, 200
Ramabanastava 144
Ramacandrahnika 209
Ramacandrodaya 223
Ramacapastava 144
Ramacarita 200f.
Ramagitagovinda 209
Ramakrsnakavya 148
Ramakrsnanulomavilomaksarakavya 148*
Ramakrsnavilomakavya 225
Ramakrsnavilomaksarakavya 148
Ramapalacarita 218,224
Ramastaprasa 144
Ramavijayakavya 211
Ramayamakarnava 223
Ramayana 19,'25*, 26, 27, 33*, 53, 57ff.,

107, 109, 114, 130, 143, 144, 163, 164,
167, 168, 176, 179, 182*, 203, 211, 213,
214,215,224,225,226,270

Ramayanacampu 270,271
Ramayanamanjari 203
Ramayanasara 210
Ramayanasarasamgraharaghuvlrastava 144
Rasagangadhara 21*, 103
Rasiapaasana 100
Rasikaranjana 101,225
Rastraudhavamsamahakavya 221f.
Ratimanjari 205
Ratnavali 192, 248
Ravanarjuniya 226
Ravanavadha 171, 180fT.
Ravanavaha 197
Rsabhadevajnastava 137
Rsabhapaficasika 136
Rsimandalastotra 136
Rtusamhara 25*, 33*, 53, 61, 106, 108f.,

110,'116, 119, 127, 162*, 163
Rtuvarnana 109
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Rtuvarnanakavya 109
Rukmirrikalyana 209
Rukminiparinaya 211

Sadrtuvarnana 109
Saduktikarnamrta 87, 100, 143, 145, 200
Sahityadarpana 74*, 119*, 173*
Sahrdayananda 210
Salibhadracarita 213
Saluvabhyudaya 221
Samaraiccakaha 261,262,266
Sambapancasika 142
Samgltaraghunandana 209
Samjivinl 39
Samkalpasuryodaya 209, 272
Samneharasaya 127
Sandesarasaka 127
Sankaracetovilasacampu 271
Santisataka 99, 100
Santivilasa 103
SaptasatI 80, 101
Sarasvatikanthabharana 173*, 234, 236
Sarasvatistotra 116
Sarrigadharapaddhati 87, 200
Sarvadevavilasa 273
Sasvatacaityastava 137
Satakatraya, Satakatrayl 88ff., 101
Satapancasatka 132
Satpadi 139
Satprajnagatha(h) 87*
Satslokigita 146
Sattasai 64, 69, 80ff., 93, 94, 97, 170, 199,

234
Satyahariscandra 136*
Satyatapahkatha 223
Saundaraiianda 7*, 132, 164ff.
Saundaryalahari 139f., 141
Saurikathodaya 153, 200*, 222, 223
Sesa (Dasakum.) 236,242
Setubandha 83, 161*, 187*, 197
Sevyasevakopadesa 203
Siddhipriyastotra 223
Siladuta 124
Siricimdhakavva 146
Sisup^lavadha 7*, 11*, 24, 26, 36, 59*,
r 131, 163, 171, 187ff., 212
Sisyalekha 133
Sivagiti 209
Sivalilarnava 210
Sivasataka 211
Sivodaya 223
Sobhanastuti 136
Sragdharastotra 134
Sravanananda 148

Sridhnakavya 146
Srighananandamahakavya 198
Srikanthacarita 203
Srikrsnavilasa 209
Srimahatarastotra 133
(Sri)Narasimhavijayacampu 273
Srinivasasahasra 148
Srinivasavilasacampu 209
Srivijayaprasasti 192
Srhgaradarpana 1T)2
Srngaraharavall 192
Srfigarajnananirnaya 128
Srhgarakalikatrisati 103
Srngarakallola 101
Srngaramadhaviyacampu 205
Srngaraprakasa 1*, 234
Srngararasamandana 146
Srhgararasastaka 100,116
Srhgarasaptasatika 147
Srhgarasataka 24*, 88, 90, 99, 101, 103
Srrigaratilaka 99, 116
SrhgaravairagyataranginI 101,225
Stavamala 147
Stavavali 147
Stotravali 142
Stutikusumanjali 142
Subhadraharana 227
Subhasitamuktavali 87
Subhasitaratnabhandagara 9*
Subhasitaratnakosa 24*, 37*, 87
Subhasitavall 24*, 27*, 85*, 108, 135, 198
Sudhaiahari 144
Sudrakakatha 234
Sugamanvaya Vrtti 39*
Sukasandesa 125
Sukrtasamklrtana 219f.
Suktikarnamrta 87
Suktimuktavali 135*
Sumahgalastotra 145f.
Sumanottara 234
Sundarisataka 101
Suprabhatastotra 134, 192
Surahotsava 215

Suryasataka 92, 129, 134, 135, 138,249
Suryastaka 211
Suvrttatilaka 28*, 197, 226*
Svahasudhara 271
Svapnavasavadatta 245
Svayamutpreksitalila 147
Syamaladandaka 116

Tarangalola 262*
Tarangavati 262, 267
Tattvagunadarsa(campu) 272
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Telakatahagatha 134
Theragatha 75ff., 85, 104
Therigatha 75ff., 85, 104
Tilakamanjari 258*, 262, 264, 267
Tlrthayatraprabandha 272
Trailokyasundarikatha 262
Tripuradahana 200*, 222
Trisastisalakapurusacaritra 213

Udararaghava 215
Udayasundarikatha 263
Uddhavacarita 126
Uddhavaduta 126
Uddhavasandesa 126
Ullasikammastava 136
Usaniruddha 211
Uttaracatakastaka 103
Uttarakanda (Ram.) 211
Uttaramegha (Meghad.) 116, 119
Uttarapithika (Dasakum.) 236, 242
Uttarapurana 214,263,268,269
Uttarasandesa (Meghad.) 116*
Uvasaggaharastotra 135

Vagbhatalamkara 11*
Vagmandanagunaduta 128
Vairagyasataka 88, 90, 99, 100, 101, 102,

103
Vajjalagga 74*, 81,82, 87
Vakroktijivita 11 *
Vakroktipancasika 142, 200
Vakyavali 223
Varadambikaparinaya 271
Varahgacarita 212
Varnamalastotra 144
Varnarhavarna(stotra) 132

Vasantavilasa 220
Vasavadatta 234, 235, 244ff., 249, 252,

255
Vasudevavijaya 227
Vataduta 126
Vedantacaryavijaya 272
Vedasarasivastuti 139
Vemabhupalacarita 263
Vidagdhagatha(h) 87
Vidagdhamukhamandana 151*, 154
Vidvadvinoda(kavya) 200
Vidvanmodatarangini 272
Vikramahkadevacarita 27, 44, 97, 217f.
Vikramorvasiya 112, 116, 152
Vlrakamparayacarita 220f.
VIrastava 136
Visesakavya 109
Visnupadadikesantavarnanastotra 145
Visnupriya 211
Visnusatpadi 139
Visnustuti 145
Visnuvilasa 211
Visvagunadarsacampu 271 f.
Vitaragastotra 136
Vivarana 227
Vrndavanayamaka 223

Yadavabhyudaya 209
Yadavaraghaviya 225
Yaksamilanakavya 124
Yaksollasa 123
Yasastilaka 141
Yasastilakacampu 268, 269
Yasodharacarita 212
Yuddhakanda (Ram.) 114
Yudhisthiravijaya 200, 222
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Abhidhanacintamaninamamala 227*
abhisarika see nayika
abhiyoga 19
abhyasa 19,21*
Abu 124
Acchodaka 253, 254, 256,258
action 160, 164, 194, 204, 236, 243, 245,

251,255,259,268
Acyutaraya 271
Adigrantha 205
adikavi 53, 163
adikavya 53, 163
adrstapurva 36
Advaita-Vedanta 93, 131, 192
adversary 161, 189
Agnivarna 176, 177
Agrawala, V.S. 257
Ahavamalla 217,218
ahirnsa 212
Aihole inscription 115,184
Aja 149, 176, 178
AjiravatI 250
Ajita 136
Ajitapida 199
Ajitasena 116
akam 73*
Akbar 102
Akhandala 248
akhyayika 46, 47, 66*, 159, 160, 229, 230,

233,234,236,243,249,253,257,260
Akrura 227
aksaracyutaka 152, 153
Alaka 5,40, 116, 118, 119
alamkara 12, 26, 31, 35, 52, 54, 56, 61,

62, 68, 69, 84, 87, 133, 153, 162, 199,
203
artha-a. 43*
sabda-a. 43*, 76, 150

alamkarasastra 104
Allahabad 97, 176,217

A. column 170
alliteration 6, 105*, 131, 194, 198, 207,

231,260
Almora 103, 109
Ambalika 239, 243

ambiguity 137, 149,246,271
Amrakuta 118*
Ananga 232
Anahillapura 219
Anantavarman 241
Andhaka_199
Andhra, Andhrabhrtya dynasty 81,241
Andhra-Ramayana' 210, 221
Anekarthasamgraha 227*
Ahgada 198 '
Ahga(s) 238, 240
Anhilvad 97,213,217,219,226
anibaddha 66
Aniruddha 211,273
Annapurna 139
anthologist 66
anthology 66, 71, 75, 76, 79, 80, 81, 86,

87, 88, 89, 92, 94, 97, 98, 99, 100, 112,
128, 134, 147, 164, 193, 198, 200, 204,
205,218,225

anuloma 224, 225
anulomaviloma 154
anulomavilomakavya 224
anulomavilomaksarakavya 224
anulomaviloma poetry 149

anuprasa 105
anuraga 54, 86
Anustubh metre 169, 170, 219, 227
anvaya 5
anya see nayika
anyapadesa 100
anyastri see nayika
anyokti 100, 101*, 103
aorist see grammar
Apabhramsa 14, 46, 47, 49, 50, 51, 87,

110, 126, 127, 136, 137, 140, 161, 205,
207,211,212,214,229,262,267
A. poetry 207
A. literature 208

Apaharavarman 237, 238
A.'s tale (Dasakumaracarita) 238f.

apauruseya 1*
application of an attribute 27, 28
Apsaras 185*, 254, 255
apiirva 22
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Arada 166, 167
Arbuda 227
ardhrabhramaka 186
ArdhamagadhI 62
ardhavali 187
Arikesarin 268
Arjuna 131, 163, 184, 185, 186, 215
Arjuna Kartavirya 226
arsa 1*
artha 4*, 11,21,99*, 161*, 179, 185*, 246

arthagaurava 186, 190
arthantaranyasa 39

Arthapala 237
A.'s tale (Dasakumaracarita) 240

Arthapati 239, 248
arthasastra 19
arthatrayavacin 187
arts see kala
Aruna 139
Arundhati 29, 172
Arya metre 83, 101, 102, 103, 131, 139,
_ 170, 180,223,224,227,229
Asadha 110
asis 161
Asoka 64,143
asokatree 32,33*, 168
Assam 251
assemblies of connoisseurs see gosthl
Astadhyayi 79, 80
astaka 88, 99, 105
astapadi 206
astonishment

aesthetic a. see camatkara
astrology, astronomy 194, 223, 225
asukavita 271
Asuras 223
asuryampasya 15
Atharvaveda 56, 57*
Atithi 176
attributes 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 35, 37,

48,54,62,78, 168,218
aucitya 28, 29, 35
Aupacchandasika metre 169
autobiography

Bana's a. 250, 260
Avadana 265
Avadanasataka 201
avali 88
Avalokitesvara 134
Avantika see style
Avantisundari 236, 238, 260
Avantivarman 199, 201
Ayodhya 28,60, 101, 198

A. dynasty 176

bahuvrihi 10
Bahusrutika 164
Balabrhaspati 188
Balacandrika 238
Ballala 52, 115*
Bana, Banasura 211, 223
bandha 155

padma(bandha) 155, 156*
Bandhuvarman 168*
Banga 221
bard 13,57,58,59
Baroque period 158*
bathing with the ladies of the court, pleasu-

res of bathing see description
battle scene 66, 185, 190, 197, 212, 245
Bauls 30*
Belgore 221
Belvalkar, S.K. 139
Benares 97, 129, 139
Bengal 17*, 30*, 97, 125, 134, 142, 145,

147, 192, 196,204,224,250
Bengali 50,51

B. stotra poets 147*
OldB. 207
Old B. poetry 207

Bengalism 192
Bhagavadglta 143, 174
Bhagavatapurana 143, 211, 225, 270
Bhairavacarya 250,251
Bhaktamala 204
bhakti 30, 130*, 134, 139, 146,207*
Bhamini 102
bhana 234, 243
Bhandarkar, R.G. 81
Bhandi 250
bhanita 207
Bharata 60,61
Bharvu 253
bhasaslesa 137
Bhaskaravarman 241,242
Bhatta Jayanta 200
Bhattacharyya, Sivaprasad 139
Bhava 141
bhava 41
Bhavasimha 221
Bhilsa 118*
Bhlma 141,188,195,219,223,226
Bhimadhanvan 240,241
Bhimaka 248
Bhimasena 128, 184,227
Bhisma 131
Bhoja 35, 52,209,216
Bhojaprabandha 52,115*
Bhujamgaprayata metre 131, 139
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bindumati 152
biography 18,230
Birken, S. von 158*
Bodhisattva 134
bon-vivant 42, 54
borrowings 43, 44
Brahma 171,252
brahman 97*
Brhatkatha 213, 230, 243, 244, 253
Brhatkathamanjari 253
Buddha 64, 79, 128, 132, 133, 134, 168,

198,201
Buddhism 164, 165,201
Buddhist

B. author, poet, writer 49, 77, 100, 115
B. canon 62, 64, 75, 76, 78, 79, 132
B. devotional lyrical poetry 134
B. hymns, stotras 132, 133, 164
B. logic 133
B. philosopher 115
B. rebirth stories 203
B. sacred places 134
B. texts 265
B. works 130

Buhler, G. 170
Burma 50, 143

caesura 179
Cahuvana (dynasty) 220
Caitanya 125,147,204,210,272
cakorabird 55
Cakoraksa 248
cakravaka 55
Cakravakika 248
Calukya dynasty, C. kingdom, C. rulers,

etc. 97, 184, 212, 217, 218, 219, 220,
224, 268

camatkara, camatkrti 32, 37, 44, 68
Cambodia 50
Campa 238, 239, 240, 241, 242
campaign of (world) conquest 176, 177,

216,217,221,237,254
campu 46, 47, 66*, 148, 159, 160, 192,

215, 228, 262, 263, 264, 265ff., 274
Camundaraja 226
Candala 253, 259
Candamaridevata 268
Candasimha 240
Candavarman 238, 239
Candi 98, 131, 138,200
Candlmahatmya 138
Candradatta 204
Candragiri 221
Candragupta II 17*, 115

Candralekha 217
Candrapida 253, 254, 255, 256, 258, 259,

269
Candraprabha 137
Cahkam 115*

C. lyrical poetry 22, 49, 82
canto 53, 159, 161,162
Capotkata 96*, 220
Carakasamhita 234
carita 18,'230
carmen figuratum 150, 154ff.
cataka-bird 55, 103, 104, 131
catukkanipata see nipata
caturvarga 4* /

Cauda, Caura 96
Caulukya dynasty 226
Cedis 188
Ceylon 17*, 50, 114, 116, 134, 197, 198,

199*
Chandahsutra 79, 205
Chandaka 166
Chandoviciti 234, 235
characteristics of kavya 8, 10, 13,62
Chatterji, S.K. 207
Chauhan dynasty 220
Cicero 30
Cintamani 129, 245
Cippata-Jayaplda 188
citra figures, citra poetry 154ff., 186, 187,

198, 199,201,208,219
citrabandha 155, 157, 186, 187
Citrabhanu 248
Citrakuta 28,29,60,61
Citraratha 254
Cittaraja 263
cloud 5, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 37, 40, 56,

57, 78, 110, 111, 112, 113, 116, 117,
118, 119,120*, 122, 125

cock-fight 240
Cola 143
competition 16
compound(s) 12, 15*, 186, 224, 231, 233

c. used in an ambiguous manner 85
determinative c. 10
difficult c. 138
longc, lengthy c. 94, 98, 179, 197, 198,
218,257,260,263
possessive c. 10
series of c. 246

Conjivaram 184
connoisseur 18, 34, 40, 41, 67, 68, 70, 75,

151,191, 198, 200*, 210, 248, 258, 272
consonants

c. in a compound 10
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harsh c. 10
constellations 73
content 11, 12

form (sabda) and c. (artha), expression
andc. 1 If., 21,30, 179, 185*
weightinessofc. 186,190

context 5, 23, 69
copyright 43
court 17, 18, 59,75,248

c. bards 59
c. poet see poet
c. receptions 16

courtesan 16, 42, 74, 75

Dadhica 251
Damalipta 240,241
Dandaka 176
Dardura mountains 231,232
Daruvarman 238
Darpasata 251
Daruvarman 238
Dasapura 118*, 258
Dasaratha 149, 176
Dasarna 118*
Dattaka Sarvasraya 187
dattavasara 15
dawn worship see samdhyavandana
De, S.K. 68,92, 182'
Deccan 62, 64, 73*, 81, 236
decorative figure see alamkara
defect

poetic d., stylistic d. see dosa
denouement 161
description 28, 29, 30, 32, 35, 37, 56, 63,

122, 160, 161f., 185, 189, 194, 217, 246,
255, 261,266*, 267, 269, 271
d. of autumn 185, 25 If.
d. of the half-demented lover 112
d. of nature, etc. 3,7*, 113, 118f.
d. of nightfall and moonrise 175, 185,
193,201,217,219,220,226,251
d. of the pleasures of bathing 176, 181,
185*, 189, 190,201,215,217
d. of seasons, towns, etc. 59, 107, 109,
114, 163, 170, 176, 182, 185*, 189,201,
212, 215,220, 221, 222, 232,245,261
d. of scenes of battle see battle
d. of sunrise 189, 212, 219, 220, 245,
261
d. of sunset and night 175, 193, 195,
201, 212, 215, 217, 220, 221, 222, 245,
251,267
d. of svayamvara 176,194
detailed d., elaborate d., long d. 12, 54,

61, 63, 116, 144, 179, 193, 201, 230,
236,243,260
padadikesanta d., nakhasikha d., d. from
foot to hair-ends 144, 145, 173, 194f.

Deslnamamala 227*
DevaRaya 209
DevakI 147
Devi 128, 131, 140, 142, 144
Devlmahatmya 138
Dhammapada 76, 166, 201
Dhanamitra 239
Dhara 17*, 52, 177, 209, 216, 262
dharma 4*, 99*, 148, 161*
Dharmabhadra 134
Dharmadeva 188*
dharmakatha 260f., 267
Dharmanabha 188*
Dharmanatha 188*
Dharmapala 237
dhatupatha 226, 227
Dholka'215,219
Dhumini

Dh. 's tale (Dasakum.) 241
dhvani 1*, 30, 31, 41, 44, 54, 57*, 64, 68,

70, 71*, 82, 84, 85, 94, 98, 119, 162
alamkaradhv. 71*
rasadhv. 71*
vastudhv. 71*

Dignaga 115
digvijaya 216, 217
Dilipa 29, 176
dipaka 153*
Divakaramitra 251
Diwekar, H.R. 60
Djami 210
dosa 32, 35*, 54, 117, 194
drama 1, 31, 45, 46, 47, 48, 61*, 66, 88,

104, 109, 112, 136*, 160, 164, 205, 209,
243,248,271,272,273
dramatic theory 161

Draupadi 184
Dravidian

D. language(s) 49, 50, 51, 71*, 82, 192
D. poet, D. poetry 211,212

Drdhavrata 143
DrsadvatI 118*
drsya 1,45,47,48
Drutavilambita metre 179,198
dukanipata see nipata
Durga 142,240,242

Durga-Candi 138, 145
Durga-Kaii' 128

Durgamahatmya 138
Durlabhadevi 227
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Duryodhana 184
duta 115*, 122
d.poem 45, 113, 118*, 121, 126, 127

d. poet, d. poetry 117, 118, 120, 121,
124,126

dutakavya 51, 67*, 112, 114, 117, 124,
125,126,127

duti 72,84,90, 111, 115, 206
Dvaraka 149
Dvivedi, H. 127
dvyaksara 157, 187, 198

eccavakai 85*
ekaksara 158, 186, 198

ekaksarapada 186, 190
ekanipata see nipata
Elu 51
epic 160,228

the (great) epics 1*, 31, 53, 58, 163, 164,
213,224,225
lyrical e. 160

epistle 46, 273, 274
epithet

descriptive and narrative e. 129
new e. 256

euphony 6, 11,231
exercises 19, 20, 21

euphonic e. 19
metrical e. 14, 20, 21, 151
e. to test vocabulary 20, 151

Fa-hsien 134
fight see battle scene
figure(s)

decorative f., poetic f. 3, 12, 26, 31, 35,
43*, 51, 54, 56, 61, 62, 68, 84, 87, 136,
153, 162, 182, 190,222,231,273
use off. 181, 194

folksong(s) 62, 64*, 84, 107, 110, 112, 114,
126

friend
the beloved's female f. 72, 84, 99
the lover's f. 72

gadya 46, 47, 228,265
gajapada 154f.
Ganadhara 137
Ganapati 129
Gandhamadana 175
Gandharva 140, 185*, 254, 255, 258, 271
Ganesa 14, 98, 128, 129
Ganga, Ganges 11*, 18, 28, 29, 129, 139,

144, 176, 185*, 192,210
ganika 74, 84, 150

garbha 161
Garuda 133
gatha'75, 76, 134
Gauda 18, 121,200,221,250

Gauda style, Gaudi see style
Gaudapada 139
Gita see Bhagavadglta
gitakavya 111
Godavari 81, 82
Gokula 227
Gomini

Gomini's tale (Dasakum.) 241
gomutrika 154, 186, 198
Gopi 126,206,223
Goraksanatha 89
gosthi'l6, 17, 19,22, 150,248

kavig., kavyag. 15, 16, 17, 30, 150
jalpag. 16
nrtyag. 16
vadyag. 16
vinag. 16

Gothabhaya 269
Govinda 128, 146, 163, 248
Grahavarman 250,251
Grahila 140
grammar 19, 168, 182, 196, 212, 225

Prakrit gr. 146,226
Sanskrit gr. 169,226,227
display of grammatical brilliance 202
examples of the Sanskrit aorist 169, 191
examples of the Sanskrit perfect 169
examples of the Sanskrit periphrastic fu-
ture 181
grammatical jests 168
grammatical works, works on gr. 169*,
223
Sanskrit verb-forms 226
use of moods 181
use oftenses 181

gudhacaturthapada 152, 153
Gujarat 16, 136, 188, 212, 213, 215, 219,

220,226
Gujarat! 50
guna 8, 32, 35*, 54

prasada (clarity) 97
Gunadhya 230, 244, 253
Gupta

G. dynasty, G. era, G. period 40, 48, 62,
115,248
G. king, G. prince 177,250

Guruvayur 143

hagiography 212,213
Hammira 220
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Hamsavega 251
Hanumat 113, 114, 181, 183
Hara 83*, 129, 187*, 199
harana 43

art'hah. 43*
sabdah. 43*

Hari 208
HarinI metre 141, 170
Harinika 248
Harita 254
Harivamsa 223
Harsa, Harsavardhana 135, 137, 151, 248,

249, 250,' 251, 252, 257, 262
Harsadeva of Kashmir 100,128
hava 119
Hayagriva 197
Hemakuta 255, 259
hero 4, 161, 229, 230, 233, 249, 252, 263
heroine 252, 255, 262, 263
heron 37, 38, 164*
hetaera 74,84, 150,261
Himalaya 171, 172,*, 173, 174, 184, 185*,

201,215,217,250,255,256
Hindi 31*, 50, 51

H. literature 127
Old H. poetry 207

Hindu
H. campus 270ff.
H. hymnody 137ff.
H. poetry 49
H. works 130,202

Hiranyabahu 248
Hitopadesa 60*
homonym 60
horse

magic h., miraculous h. 245, 254
Hoysala rulers 18
Hiinas 250
husband

choice of husband see svayamvara

ilavenil 110
imagery 37, 51, 55, 56, 62, 78, 88, 109,

187,201,221,256,
imagination see pratibha
implied

the i. 30, 31, 41, 44, 68, 69, 70, 162
the i. on the basis of content 71*
the i. on the basis of figures 71*
the i. on the basis of sentiment 71*
see also: the unexpressed

impressions
latent mental i. 21

improvisation, improvision on a given the-

me see samasyapiirana
indagopaka see indragopa(ka)
Indonesia 50, 51, 274
Indra 172, 184, 247*, 267
indragopa(ka) 23*, 26, 27, 28, 77, 78, 164*
Indravajra metre 19*, 170, 178
Indrayudha 254, 255, 259
IndumatI 35, 176, 178
Ingalls, D.H.H. 173
inscription(s) 17, 18, 46, 47, 50, 52, 62,

170, 205, 215, 216, 221, 228, 229, 265,
273,274

Isana 141,260
itihasa 1*, 161,230
I-tsing 89,90, 132

Jabali 254,259
Jacobi, H. 59, 175
Jagadii 220
Jagannatha

J.cult 207*
J.'s car-festival 273

Jaina
J. anecdotes 188
J. author, J. writer 49, 124, 126, 136,
202,213,220,268
J. canon 62, 136, 137
J. circles 202, 260
J. commentator 109
J. dharmakatha literature 260f.
J. hymns, J. stotra literature 135ff., 262
J. poems 202, 209
J. poet(s) 101, 102, 223, 261, 264, 272
J. poetry 126, 203, 21 Iff., 269
J. Ramayanas 213f.
J. scholar(s) 154,226
J. works 130,202,268

Jaitrasimha 220
jalavihara 66, 176
Jalor 267
Janamejaya 58
Jataka 166
Jatakanidanakatha 201
jati 102
Java 199*
Jayacandra 192
Jayanta 213
Jayanta Bhatta 141,200
Jayapida 199
Javalipura 226
Jayasimha 203, 212, 213, 218, 226, 241
Jina 129
Jivaka 263
Jivandhara 212,263,269
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Jodhpur 267
Jyestha 129

Kadamba 224
Kadambari 253, 254, 255, 256, 258, 259,

262
Kailasa 118*, 203
kala 13, 19, 42
Kalasa 217
Kali 115, 198
Kali-Durga 140
Kalinga 221, 231, 232,241
kallola 88
Kalyana 224
kama 4*, 99*, 161*
Kama 7*, 25, 34, 123*, 125, 172, 232
Kamadeva 224
Kamaksi 142
Kamala' 207*
Kamamanjari 238, 239
Kamapala 237, 240
Kamapana 220, 221
Kamarupa 251
kamasastra 19, 39, 74, 99, 102, 110, 167,

173, 176, 199
Kamasutra 42*, 54, 150, 189
Kamavilapa-Jataka 114*
Kamboja 221
Kamparaya 220
Kamsa 209, 211, 227, 247
Kamyaka 184
Kanakalekha 241
Kanauj 97, 192, 199, 217, 250
Kanci(puram) 184, 271
kanda 53
Kandarpaketu 245, 246, 247
KandukavatI 240, 241, 243
kanpatainilai 59
Kantaka 239
kantaka 14
Kanthaka 169*
kanyaka 74
Kanyakubja 97, 192, 217, 250
kapalaka 66, 67, 104, 176
Kapilavastu 166, 167
Kapinjala 254, 259
Kapphina 201
Karahata 217
Kardana 241
karman 21, 267
Karnadeva Trailokyamalla 97, 217
Karnaraja 83
Karnata(ka) 212, 267, 268
Karnatala 251

Kartikeya 138
Karunamaya 134
karunarasa see rasa
Kasi'l29, 240
Kashmir 17, 95, 97, 100, 132*, 142, 188,

197, 199, 200,201,203,217,218
katha 46, 47, 66*, 159, 160, 161, 229, 230,

233, 236, 243, 245, 246*, 252, 253, 255,
260, 265, 267

Kathasaritsagara 140, 253
Katyayana 140, 211, 234
Kauravas 184, 185
kavi 13, 14,17,18,22,23, 30, 35, 37, 41, 55,

56, 59, 64*, 65, 187
kaviraja 121
kavlndra, kavisvara 44
kukavi 44
satkavi 44
utpadakakavi 44

kavikarnapura 147
kavya

definitions of k. 11 *
the extent of k. 2f.

kavyahetu 19, 22
kavyakriya 14
kavyasastra 225
Keith, A.B. 83, 149, 182, 259
Kerala 118*, 127, 142, 143, 209, 210, 222,

227, 265, 270
Keyuraka 258
Khandanakhandakhadya 192
khandakavya 66, 67, 74, 104ff., 113, 116,

16i
khandita see nayika
Khonamukha 97
Kicaka 223
Kimnara 254, 255
Kindubilva 204
Kirata 163, 184, 186
kirti 4
Kokkoka 119*
Kolattunad 270
Kondavidu 263
Kofikana rulers 263
kosa, kosa 65*, 66, 67, 71, 81, 87, 161*
Kosala 201
Krsanu 271
Krsna 98,101,124, 126,128,129,131,142,

143, 144, 145, 146, 147, 148, 149, 153,
188, 191*, 204, 206, 208, 209, 210, 211,
214, 215, 223, 224, 225, 227, 247*, 268,
270

Krsna 218
Krsnalila 146
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Krsnaraja 226
Ku'bera 5, 116, 123, 248
Kuberadatta 239
Kuiper, F.B.J. 265
kulaka 63, 65*, 66, 67, 104, 111, 137, 161*,

170, 219
Kulapalika 239
Kulasekhara 222
Kumara 171, 174, 198
Kumaragupta 250
Kumarapala 213, 226
Kumarila 140
Kumarilabhatta 140
Kumbha 201"
kumbhakarna 207*
Kutnudvati 176
Kunstepos 63
Kurangaka 251
Kurahgika 248
Kuruksetra 118*
Kusa 57, 58, 176
kusllava 57
Kusumapura 245
Kuvalayacanda 267
Kuvalayamala 267
KuvalayavatI 121, 122

laghukavya 46, 47, 53, 63, 65ff., 159, 160,
161,162,171,228

lahari 88
Laksmana 181
Laksmanasena 17*, 18, 97, 121, 122, 123*,

146, 204, 205
Laksmi 18, 98, 128, 144, 207*, 251, 259
Lalita 124
Lanka 114, 181
Lassen, Chr. 207
Lata 263
Lati see style
Lava 57, 58
Lavanyaprasada 215, 219, 220
lekha 46, 273
Levi, S. 207
lexicography 19, 212, 225

works on 1. 173*, 223
lexicographer 227

Lllavati 201
listener see reader
literary text 2, 5, 12, 36, 54
logic 19, 133, 141, 189
Lokanatha 133, 134
Lokesvara 134
love 90, 225

first blossoming of 1. 162,196

happy 1., 1. in union 71, 77, 84, 93, 94,
UO, 114, 162, 196,206
unhappy 1., 1. in separation 71, 77, 84,
93, 94, 110, 114, 120, 125, 162, 196, 206

lover see nayaka, nayika

Madana 256
Madanadeva 101
Madanapala 224
Madalekha 255, 258
Madhava 118
Madhavagupta 250
Madhura 220, 221
madhya see nayika
Madhyadesa 164, 217
Madira 254
Madras 273
Madurai 210, 221
Magadha 64*, 81, 166, 237, 260

Magadhan Empire 64
Magadhi see style
Magadhi (language) 14, 64*
Mahabala 263
Mahabharata 19, 53*, 58, 114*, 125, 130,

163, 182*, 184, 188*, 193*, 194, 203, 215,
216, 222, 223, 224, 225, 246, 257, 270

Mahabhasya 79, 89
Mahadeva 129
Mahadevi 131
Mahakala 129
Mahant 141
mahaparinirvana 116
Maharastra 82, 221
Maharastri 49, 64, 81, 87, 136, 197, 213,

262, 267
Mahasanghika 164
Mahasveta 253, 254, 255, 256, 268, 259
mahatmya 202, 203, 212
Mahavira 124, 129, 136, 137, 211, 262, 269
Mahayanasraddhotpadasastra 164
Mahendra 227
Mahesvara 234
Mahipala 213
Mahisa 138
Mahismati 242
Mahiyangana-Stupa 269
Maithili see Sita
Maitreya 135
Makaranda 245
Mala 118*
mala 88
Malabar 247
Malati 118, 251
Malava 237, 242, 250, 251, 262
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Malay 265
Malay Archipelago 50
Malaya 231
Malayalam 211, 265
Malayasundari 263
Malaya vahana 263
Malini metre 126, 137, 141, 170
Malwa 217, 244
mana 54
Mana 197
Manapura 83
Manasa 118*, 131
Manasara 237, 238, 242, 260
Manavamma 197, 198
Mandakini 61, 251
Mandakranta metre 6, 103, 117f., 121, 126,

170
Mandanamisra 93
Mandasore inscription 108, 168*, 180
Manibheda 269
Manikarnika 240
manini see nayika
Manipravala 265
Manitara 248, 250
manjari 88
Manjusri 133, 134
Manjuvadini 241, 242
Manojava 245
mantra 131, 140

mantrablja 135*
Mantragupta 158, 231*, 237

M.'s tale (Dasakum.) 241
Manusmrti 164*
Mara 166
Marathi 175
Marici 238
Maridatta 268
Markandeya-Purana 138
Marudesa 227
Mathura 97, 125, 126, 217
matracyutaka 152, 153
Matrgupta 197
Maukhari dynasty 250
Maurya 81
maya 156
Mayapura 128
Mayiiragiri 221
Mayuraka 248, 249
Mayiiresa 129
maxim 8, 9
meaning

m. of a word, phrase or sentence 63
implied m. 64
more than one m. 169

medicine 168,189,194,209,234
Meghanada 255
Mekhala 250
Mena 11
merchant 211,220
merit

stylistic m. see guna
Meru 11
message poem, messenger poem, m. poe-

try 51, 112, 114, 115, 117, 123, 124,
127, 204

messenger (of love) 5, 72, 73, 84, 115, 116,
121, 125, 126, 127,206

metaphor 36*, 187
metaphorical identification 167*

metre 23, 51, 54, 61, 66, 83, 87, 100, 101,
107, 108, 111, 136, 159, 163, 170, 190,
198,201,233
Apavaktra m. 229
changes in m. 105
choice of m., selection of m. 28, 45, 144
mora m., matra m. 207
number of m. 169
short m. 182, 186
syllabic m. 207
use ofm. 185, 194
Vaktram. 229
See also: Anustubh, Arya, Aupacchanda-
sika, Bhujamgaprayata, Drutavilambita,
HarinI, Indravajra, Malini, Mandakranta,
Praharsini, Puspitagra, Rathoddhata, Sar-
dulavikridita, Sloka, Sragdhara, Sundari,
Svagata, Udgata, Upajati, Upendravajra,
Vamsastha, Vasantatilaka, Vidyunmala
and Viyogini

metrics 19,31,56, 150, 196
Metteyya 135
Mewar 220
Middle Indian

M.I. dialects, M.I. languages 10, 31, 38,
49, 57, 61, 62, 64, 79, 97, 107, 231, 267
M.I. inscriptions 123*
M.I. kavya 110
M.I. literature 75

milavu 211
Mimamsa 93, 141, 148
Minaksi 144
miniature (painting) 37, 70
misfa 46, 47
Mithila 205, 209
Mitragupta 236, 237

M.'s tale (Dasakum.) 240f.
Mitravarman 242

moksa 4*, 161*, 169*, 248
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monologue-comedy 234, 243
monsoon 23ff., 32, 37, 56, 61, 77, 78, 108,

110, 111, 116, 118, 125, 126, 164* 217
267

moods see grammar
moon 7*, 10, 36, 113, 117, 121, 126, 162,

195
Moslem

M. poet 127
M. rulers 202

Miiller, M. 170
mukha 161
muktaka 23, 52, 63, 64, 65*, 66, 67, 69,

70, 72, 73*, 74, 75, 82, 84, 86, 87, 97,
99, 102, 104, 106, 112, 119*, 128, 160,
161, 162, 173,204,208,218

Mularaja 219,226
Mumminlraja 263
Munisuvrata 137
Murari 191*
music 13,25,28
mutuvenil 110
Mysore 221

Nabhadasa 204
Naga 216,251,263
nagara(ka) 42, 54, 84, 150
Nagarasarvasva 42*
Nagarjuna 263
Naisadha 192
nakhasikha see description
Nala and Damayanti, Nala saga 114*, 125,

192, 193, 194, 195, 200, 210, 223, 225,
267

namaskaragatha 83
namaskriya 161
Nammalvar 217
Nanda 166, 168, 198
Nandamahathera 269
Nandini 176
Narasimha 221
Narayana 221
Narmadasundari 269
narrative literature 15*, 164, 204, 213,

228,230,245,262,265,266*
nataka 1
Nausari inscription 267
Navamalika 240
Navasahasanka 216
navodha see nayika
nayaka 4*, 70, 71, 72, 84, 111, 117, 121,

122, 161,206,229,245
unmatta-n. 117

nayika 37*, 70, 71, 72, 74, 84, 90, 93, 99,
100, 102, 107, 111, 112, 117, 119, 120,
122, 126, 127,206,245
abhisarika 23, 37, 72, 73, 84, 94, 206
kalahantarita 73*, 93, 102, 206
khandita 73*, 93, 102, 206
madhya, madhyama 72, 102
maninl 84, 93, 206
mugdha 72, 102
navodha 84, 93
parakiya, anyastri, anya 74, 84, 86
pragalbha, praudha 72, 84, 93, 102
prositabhartrka, prositapatika 37, 73,
86,120
sadharanastri, sadharana, -I, saman-
yan. 74
svastri, sviya 74, 84
vasakasajja 206
vipralabdha 93, 102,206
virahotkanthita 93

Neminatha 124, 137,213
Neo-(Indo-)Aryan

N.-I.-A. languages 49, 50, 51, 71, 126
N.-Indian literature 75

Nepal 50
nibaddha 66
Nighantusesa 227*
Nikumbha 201
Nimbavati 241

N.'s tale (Dasakumaracarita) 241
NineJuwels 17*, 80, 111, 115
nipata 76

ekan., dukan., tikan., catukkan. 76
nirausthya 186, 187, 190
Nirghata 251
Nirmalanta 188*
nirvahana 161
Nirvindhya 118*, 119
nisanna 15*
Nitambavati 241

N.'s tale (Dasakum.) 241
niti 98,99*, 103, 189
nitisastra 199
nom de plume 189
non-literary text 5, 8, 27
non-violence 212
Nrsimha 129
nyaya 19, 148, 164*, 244
Nyayamanjari 141

one-consonant-poem 158
onomatopoetic effect 98
Orissa 211,221
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pada 1*
padadikesanta see description
padalalitya 191
Padataditaka 234
Padma'213,214
Padma 207*
padma(bandha) 155, 156*
Padmacarya 145
Padmasri 42*, 167
Padmavati 207*

story of Vasavadatta and P. 213
Padmodbhava 237
padya 46, 47, 228,265
Pagan 143
Paithan 82
Paiyalacchi 262
Paksadhara Misra 205
palatals 11
Palembang 199*
Pali 49, 62, 64, 75, 78, 104, 134, 201, 265,

269
palindrome 224
Pampa 254
Pancali see style
pancasika 88, 99, 102, 105
Pandava, P. brothers 184,222,224
Pandya 143
panegyric 101, 106, 128, 137, 148, 170,

192,216,221
Panini 181,226,227
panthin see traveller
paraklya see nayika
Parakramabahu 134,270
Paramara (dynasty), P. monarchs 216, 217,

262
paramita 134
Paramparapustaka 199*
Paranavitana, S. 197
Pariyatra 251
Parjanya 56
parodha 74
paronomasia 30, 44, 46, 98, 101, 128, 137,

138, 153, 168, 181, 194, 222, 224, 233,
243, 246*, 256, 260

Parsva 124, 164
Parsvanatha 135,136,137,212,214
Parsvaputra 129
Parvati 11*, 98, 175,209,224
Pasupata 248
Pasupati 83*, 129, 141
Pasuva'i 83*
Patalasvamin 251
Pataliputra 64*
Patanjali 234

Paternoster 158*
Patralekha 254, 255, 258, 259
patron

the poet's p. 18, 202, 211,216, 219, 220
pauruseya 1*
Payyur-Bhatta 223
peacock 39, 40

dancing p. 23, 24, 25, 27, 28, 33
perfect see grammar
periphrastic future see grammar
Persian

P.Empire 203
P. poetry 210

personae
(carminis) p. 62, 72, 90, 119, 122, 206

Perumanam 222
phrases

(set) phrases 22, 23, 25, 26, 28, 59, 168
Pisaca 141
Pischel, R. 207
plagiarism 43, 44, 45
plot 161, 167,231,235,245,260
poem

five-to-fifteen-stanza p. 66
four-stanza p. 66
long p. 68, 162, 163, 164,233
love p. 71,79,90,99, 119
multiple-stanza p. 100,104,171
one-stanza p., single-stanza p. 63, 66,
68, 70, 71, 75, 88, 101, 104, 105, 160
p. of several stanzas 63,66
p. with historical themes 215ff.
prose p. 159, 228ff.
quick-p. 271
short p. 70, 71, 75, 81, 86, 87, 88, 104,
106, 108, 170, 192,228,265,273
two-stanza p. 63, 66
three-stanza p. 66

poet
the daily life of a p. 14
the p.'s dwelling 14
the p.'s routine 14
p. of the past, older p. 249, 260, 262
bad p. 44
court p. 17, 18, 58, 84, 128, 146, 170,
192,204,216,217,219,224
creative p. 44
epic p. 59
genuine p. 44
lyrical p. 62
muktaka p. 63, 80
occasional p. 15
p. of circumstance 15
Romantic p. 30
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Vedic p. (-seer) 30, 56
poetic

p. canon 2, 185
p. examples 181
p. prose 170
p. sentiment see rasa
p. talent 21
p. theory 185,209,273

poetry
bardic-rhapsodic p. 58, 59*, 85, 163
didactic p. 8, 71,222
epic p. 61,63,64, 132, 163, 164, 167
erotic (lyrical) p. 74, 87, 92, 93, 144, 206
gnomic p. 8
Hindi p. 31*
instant p., impromptu p. 59*, 204
lyrical p. 63, 64, 86, 90, 96, 102, 104,
115,151,160,162
love p. 72,73,94,98, 173
muktaka p. 68, 71, 93, 94, 97, 98, 99,
103, 105, 107
multiple-stanza p. 105, 106, 107ff.
p. of implication 69
p. of the major form 159ff.
p. of the minor form 65ff., 160, 163
p. with a scientific content 182, 225ff.
religious p. 4, 71,99, 128ff.
secular (lyrical) p. 104, 107ff.
single-stanza p. 69, 73, 75ff., 106, 110,
115

political science 19
prabandha 69*, 110, 206, 207, 208
Prabhakaravardhana 250
Pracandavarman 242
pragalbha see nayika
prahara 14*
Praharsini metre 28, 186*
prahelika 150*, 152
prajiia 21
Pramati 237

Pr.'s tale (Dasakumaracarita) 240
prasa 211
Prasad, Jaysankar 50
prasasti 18, 46, 47, 180, 202, 273
Prasenajit 201
prasnottara 15
prasnottarakavya 150
prasnottarasama(jati) 153
prathamasvasa (Meghaduta) 116*
pratibha 14, 19, 21,22, 30

creative (karayitri) pr. 41
re-creative (bhavayitri) pr. 41

pratibhana 19*
pratilomanulomapada 186, 190

pratilomena slokadvaya 186,190
pratimukha 161
pratinayaka 161
Pratisthana 81, 82,263
pratityasamutpada 135
praudha see nayika
Prayaga 97, 176,217
prayatna 19
prayojana 17
prayojanika 15
preksya 1,45
preman 147
priti 4
Pritikuta 248, 250
prositabhartrka, prositapatika see nayika
Prthu 99
Prthvi metre 102
Pithvlraja 219
Pundarika 254,258,259
Puranas 1*, 19, 31, 130, 132, 212, 216,

223, 225, 270
puranic material 214
puranic sources 177
puranic style 215

Puri 273
Pururavas 112, 152, 153
purusartha 99*
purvaraga 161, 196
Puspabhuti 250
Puspaka 28
Puspapuri 237,242
Puspitagra metre 182
Puspodbhava 236, 237,238

qualification
q. necessary for a poet 19

question-and-answer(-poem) 15, 150*

Radha 101, 124, 129, 146, 147, 149, 206,
209,210

raga 207
Ragavidbodha 102
Raghava 148,224
Raghu 29, 61, 176

R. clan, R. dynasty 176, 177
R. poem 177

Raghunatha Nayaka 210,221
Raghupati 273
rain-mite 23, 27, 28
rainy season see monsoon
Raivataka 36, 189, 191,227
Rajahamsa 237, 238, 242, 260
Rajamanjari 239
Rajamati 124
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Rajapura 268
Rajasthanl literature 127
Rajasundari 197
Rajavahana 236, 237, 239, 240, 241, 242,

260
R.'s tale (Dasakumaracarita) 238

Rajyadevi 248
Rajyasri 250
Rajyavardhana 250
raksasa 241
Rama 4*, 28, 29*, 57, 60, 61, 114, 126,

129, 144, 145, 146, 148, 149, 176, 179,
181, 183, 197, 198, 201, 209, 213, 214,
215,223,224,225,246,270

Ramagiri 116, 118*, 119
Ramanuja 207*, 271
Ramapala 224
Ramavarman 222
Rambha 128
Rapti 250
rasa 12*, 31, 32, 35, 41, 54, 55, 63, 67, 68,

69, 71*, 82, 85, 161, 162, 194
comic r. (Msyar.) 71 *
erotic r. (srngarar.) 35, 69, 70, 84, 110,
196,260
furious r. (raudrar.) 35, 71*
heroic r. (virar.) 35, 71*
pathetic r. (karunar.) 35, 103
peace of mind (santir.) 71 *
miraculous r. (adbhutar.) 71 *
nauseous r. (bibhatsar.) 35, 71*
terrifying r. (bhayanakar.) 71*

rasabhasa 68
rasajna 4, 41
rasaka 127
rasika 4, 41
Rastrakuta dynasty, R. rulers 83, 226, 267,

268
Rathoddhata metre 198
Rati 172, 173
Ratirahasya 119*
Ratnodbhava 237
raudrarasa see rasa
Ravana 4*, 114, 176, 183, 197, 198, 214,

226
reader (or listener) 3, 4, 6, 22, 25, 30, 3Iff.,

54, 62, 63, 70, 94, 160, 165, 182, 185,
189, 194, 196,233,257,261

recitation 58, 75, 163
Reddi ruler 263
refrain 131,206,207
Renaissance

European R. 17
R. of Sanskrit literature 170

renunciation 225,261,269
repetition of lexemes, words, parts of a

stanza, etc. 7, 60, 167
Reva 82
Rgveda 29, 56
rhapsodist 57, 58, 61, 62, 63, 163
rhyme 9,51,60, 168,207,208

head-rhyme 211
ambiguous rhyme 222

riddle 150ff., 267
r.-poem 150*
r.-poetry 150ff.
verse-r., verse puzzle 15*, 16

Ritikal 31*, 50
Rohini 259
Rsabha 135, 136, 137
rei 13, 136, 168,245
Rudra 129, 141
Rukmini 224
rupaka"36*, 38*, 153*, 167

sabda 11,21, 179, 185*, 246
sabdarthavibhaktivacanabhinnajati 151
sabha 16
sadharana, sadharani see nayika
sadharanastri see nayika
sadrtuvarnana 107, 108
sahacara 72
sahacari 72
Sahajiya 146, 204
Sahasanka 234
sahitya 12, 13
sahrdaya 4, 41
Sakei 265
Saketa 149, 164
sakhi 72, 84, 99, 206
Sakta 146
sakti 19*, 147
Sakya 168
Salibhadra 213
Saluva 221
Sankhapala 216
samaja 16, 17
samanyanayika see nayika
Samaraicca 261
Samaraditya 261
Samareketu 262
samasyapurana 15, 16, 79, 123, 124, 126,

135*, 150,223,267
sambhoga 45
sambhogasrhgara 71, 77, 84, 93, 94, 114,

162, 196'206
samdhi 1*, 161
samdhyavandana 14
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samghata 65*, 66, 67, 74, 104ff., 110, 161
162

samgita see music
Samkhya 164*
samkirnakatha 267
samparka 11
samskara 21
samudgaka 186, 187
Samudragupta 17*, 170, 177
sandanitaka 66, 67, 104
sandesa 113, 118

s.-kavya 51, 67*, 112, 113, 117, 120,
121, 123, 126,127,128
s. poetry, s. literature 116, 117, 127

Sanghabodhi 269
Sanghatissa 269
Sankara 129, 145
Sankarahrdayamgama 145
Sarikaravarman 100
santi 100, 103
Santi(natha) 136, 137
saptasati 88
Sarasvati 14, 15, 18, 21, 42, 118*, 129,

194,246,250,251
Sarayu 176
Sardulavikridita metre 92, 109, 126, 131,

132, 137, 138, 139, 142, 144, 170, 192,
218

sarga 53, 63, 65, 66, 105, 161, 162, 206
sargabandha 63, 65, 66, 159ff., 170, 171,

196ff., 228, 230, 231, 233, 265, 273
Sariputra 164
Sarva 141
sarvatobhadra 154, 186, 190, 198
Sasiprabha 216
sastra \*_, 13,42,99*, 151,218
sastrakavya 182, 203, 218, 225ff.
sat 41
sataka 83, 88, 90, 92, 99, 100, 101, 103,

105, 134, 135
Satavahana 81,82,83
Sathakopa 271
sati (suttee) 251
Sator-Arepo-formula 157*
Satrunjaya 227
Satyandhara 263
Satyavarman 237
Saunaka 58
Saurastra 221
Savitri"251
Schroeder, L. von 208
science of interpreting omens 194
Sena dynasty 97
sentiment see rasa

separation (of the lovers) 54, 71, 94, 111,
113, 117, 118, 120, 122, 124, 125, 126,
127, 206

Sesa 98, 195
Sesaputra 129
Sh'ahJahan 144*
Shihab-ud-din Ghori 219
sighrakavitva 59*
signature

poet's s. 207
Sikhandatilaka 263
Sikharini metre 126,141
Sikhs 205
Simhaghosa 240
Simhanada 251
Simhavarman 238, 239, 240, 242
Simhavisnu 184
simile 22, 23, 26, 28, 29, 30, 36, 43, 55,

85, 114*, 164, 168,246,256
art of s. 190

Sindhu 118*
Sindhuraja 216
Sinhalese literature 51
Sisupala 163, 188
Sita 28, 29, 113, 114, 126, 163, 176, 179,

181, 197, 198,201,209,214,215
Sitavarman 237
situation 22, 73, 177

loves. 101
Siva 7*, 11*, 15*, 83, 90, 98, 129, 131,

138, 140, 142, 143, 171, 172, 173, 174,
178, 184, 185, 187*, 188, 199, 200, 203,
209, 210, 223, 224, 237, 249, 252, 254,
256,258,270

Sivaprasad Bhattacharyya see Bhattacha-
ryya, S.

Siyaka 262
Skanda 186
Skandagupta 250,251
slesa 30, 44, 101, 136, 137, 153, 222,

246*, 271
s. poem 222ff.
s. poetry, slesakavya 203, 215*, 218,
222ff.
s. style 224, 225

Sloka metre 21, 59, 152, 179, 182, 200,
212

Smara 141
societies see gosthi
Sohoni, S.V. 40
soka 32
Somadatta 236,237
Somapala 218
Somesvara 224
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Sona 248,251
songs to waken a sleeper 58
Sragdhara metre 132*, 134, 138, 144
Sravana Belgola 209
Sravasti 201,240
sravya 1,45,47,48,49,52
Srenya 166
Sri'156,208
Sridharasena 180
Srikantha(= Siva) 203
Srikantha 250,251
Srirangam 143
Srivijaya 199*
srrigara 99*, 103,225
srngararasa see rasa
srrigarasataka 101
Srngarasekhara 245
sruta 19
Srutabodha 116
sruti 141
Stambhatirtha 220
Sthanaka 263
Sthanu 129
Sthanvisvara 250,251
Sthuiabhadra 124, 137
Stoler Miller, B. 207*
story

fictivest. 159,229
mixed st. 267
short st. 229
subsidiary st. 243
truest. 159,229

stotra 4, 106,211,216
st. literature 128ff., 209

strininda 261
style 8, 12, 13, 17, 28, 34, 35, 48, 88, 207

Avantika 34*
aviddha 257
ciirnaka 257
descriptive st. 185, 189
difficult, artificial st. 227, 256
difficult prose st. 243,258
epic st. 167
Gauda st, Gaudi 34f., 48, 138, 139, 144,
170,196, 198,221
Lati 34*, 221
Magadhi 34*
Pancali 34*
prose st. 257
rhetorical st. 185f., 189, 191
utkalikapraya 257
Vaidarbha St., Vaidarbhi 18, 34f., 48,
144, 170, 171, 196, 198,218,221
vrttagandhi 257

yamaka st. 191
Subhadra 215,227
subhasita 75,81,99*, 106
subject (matter) 32, 177
Suddhodana 166,167
sudhi 41
Siidraka 151,253,259
Sudrsti 248
Sugriva 181
Suhma 240
suitability see aucitya
Suka 128
Sukanasa 254, 269
Sulapani 129
sulking 54
Sumanas 253
Sumantra 237
Sumati 237
Sumitra 237
summer 32, 105, 109, 110, 172,217,221
Sunanda 35
Sundari 166, 167, 169
Sundari metre 169
Suprabhadeva 187
Suratha 215
Siirpanakha 181
Surya'l29, 144
Susruta 237
Sutra 265
Suttapitaka 75
Suvarnapura 199*, 254
Suvarnapuravamsa 199*
Suyodhana 184*
svabhavokti 102
Svagata metre 198
svastri see nayika
svayamvara 176, 194, 217, 227, 261
Svetaketu 254, 259
sviya see nayika
synonym(s) 10, 20, 198

s. books 20
new s. 257

Tailahga 144
Taksasila 267
Tamalika 245
Tamil 22, 49, 50, 51, 82, 143

T. literature 115*
T. literary criticism 85*
T. lyrical poetry 28*, 82
T. pirapantam poetry 59
T. poetry 66, 71*, 73*, 82, 85, 110

Tamilnad 50
Tanjore 210, 221
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Tantrakhyayika 89, 230 turagapada 154
Tantric t u t u U 5 *

T. beliefs 30 tuyiletainilai 59
T. literature 130 two-consonant-poem 157
T. ritual 250
T. text 134 Udana 166
T. writer 140 Udayana 244, 245

Tap! 82 Udayasundari 263
Tara 133, 134 Uddhava 126
Taraka 174, 175 Uddyotakara 244
Taralika 254 Udgata metre 186*
Taranatha 89, 164 Ugra 141
taranginl 88 Ugrasravas 58
Taraplda 254, 255 Ujjayini, Ujjain 115, 118*, 177, 237, 238,
Taravali 240 242, 254, 255, 258, 259, 261, 262, 267
Tarka 272 Uma 7*, 15*, 83, 172, 173, 174, 175, 178,
Tathagata 129, 166 200, 249
tatpurusa 10 unexpressed
Tejahpala 219, 220 the u. (dhvani) 54
tenses see grammar the hitherto u. (apurva) 22
Thailand 50, 51 Upaharavarman 237
Thana 263 U.'s tale (Dasakum.) 239
Thanesvar 250 Upajati metre 169, 170, 178, 182, 195, 219,
theme 22, 23, 27, 28, 31, 35, 45, 48, 49, 54, 227

55, 56, 59, 62, 63, 64, 67, 71, 86, 88, 105, upama 26, 44, 153*, 190
107, 109, 111, 119, 127, 151, 161, 162, Upanisad 97, 131, 164*
163, 168, 184, 189, 196*, 198, 202, 218, Upendravajra metre 178
220, 253, 260, 271 Urvasi 112, 152

tikanipata see nipata Usa 211, 173
tilaka 232* Utkala 221
Tilakamanjari 262 utpreksa 26, 101*, 186
Tirthamkara 124, 129, 135, 136, 137, 212,

21,3 vaglsvara 199
Tiruccirappalli 273 Vaidarbha style, Vaidarbhi see style
Tirupati 221 vairagya 90, 99*, 103, 225
Tirumala. Nayaka 210 vairagyasataka 101
Tirumoli 143 Vaisampayana 58, 253, 254, 255, 258, 259
TItibha 251 Vaisnava
title (of works) 163 V.'poet(s) 124,126,272
town-dweller 150 V. poetry 126,210

See also: nagara(ka) Vajrankusa 216
tradition Vajrasvamin 137

epic tr. 60, 62 Vakataka dynasty 83
lyrical tr. 62, 63 Vakpatiraja 262
tr. of poetry 75 vakya 1 *

tragedy 161 Vakyapadlya 89
tragic ending 175 Valabhi 180

traveller, wanderer 23, 24, 86, 94, 127 Valin 181
Tribhuvanamalla see Vikramaditya VI Vallabhacarin 146, 204
Trichur 222 Vallabhacarya 146
Tripathi, V. 127 Valukanadi 269
Tripura 203, 222 Vamadeva 237, 242
Tripurasundari 140 Vamsastha metre 169, 170
trivarga 4* vanmaya 1
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Varadambika 271
VaranasI 97, 217, 267
Vararuci 140,211,234, 244
Vardhana dynasty 250
Varma, Varmala, Varmalata 188
Varman dynasty 250
varna 1*, 207
varnana 271
Varttika(sutras) 80, 234
vasakasajja see nayika
Vasantabhanu 241, 242
Vasantatilaka metre 95, 126, 142, 143, 200
Vasavadatta

story of V. and Padmavati 213
Vasavadatta 245, 246, 253
Vasistha 29, 172*, 176
vastu 32, 177

vastunirdesa 161
Vasudeva (= Krsna) 227
Vasumati 237, 240, 260
Vasundhara 241, 242
Vatsabhatti 108, 168*, 180
Vatsagulma 83
Vatsaraja 263
Vatsyayana 189, 248
Vayupurana 176
Veda 1*, 130, 164*
Vedanta 101, 139, 146,209
Vedic

V. gods 58
V. hymns 54
V. period, V. era 55, 58, 61, 62, 74
V. poetry 55, 56, 57
V. prose 55
V. words 182*, 186, 257
Early V. era 62
Late V. period 55, 58, 61, 62, 74
Post-V. era 62

Vemabhupala 263
veninmalai 110
Vehkata 221, 225
vesya 42, 74
Vetravati 253
Vibhisana 181
vidagdha 41
Vidarbha 241
Videha 239
Vidisa 118*, 253
vidvat 41
Vidya 96
vidyavasatha 14
Vidyunmala metre 150
Vighnantaka 129
Vighnaraja 129

Vijayabahu 270
Vijayacandra 192
Vijayanagar 209, 220, 225, 271
Vijayapura 121
Vikatavarman 239
Vikrama, Vikramarika 217, 218
Vikramabahu 199*
Vikramaditya VI Tribhuvanamalla 17, 97,

217
Vikramaditya of Ujjayini 17*, 80, 89, 111,

115, 244
Vilasavati 254
viloma 224, 225

vilomaracanakavya 148*
Vimardaka 238, 239
vimarsa 161
Vinayaka 129
Vinayapitaka 75
Vindhya 'l 18*, 237, 240, 241, 245, 251, 255
vipralabdha see nayika
vipralambhasrhgara 71, 77, 84, 93, 94, 120,

162, 196, 206
Viradhavala 215,220
viraha 54, 71, 94, 114, 117, 120, 122, 124,

127, 206
virahotkanthita see nayika
Viranarayana 263
(V!ra)Raghava 270
virarasa see rasa
Vlravarman 248
Viresvara 129
virodhabhasa 168, 246
visesaka 170, 219
Visriu 18*, 98, 129, 142, 143, 145, 171, 176,

181, 188, 203, 221,252,270
Visnudharma 184
Visnupurana 176
Visruta 237

V.'s tale (Dasakumaracarita) 24If.
Visvaprakasakosa 234
Visvavasu 271
Viveka 272
ViyoginI metre 169, 195
vocabulary 20, 29

charm of v. 190
literary and non-literary v. 23
poetic v. 55
richness of v., rich v. 231, 257
unusual v. 151
v. of poetry 78

vowels in a compound 10
Vradhnapura 128
vrajya 67, 71, 83*, 98, 105
Vrndavana 125, 146, 206
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vrtta 207
Vyasa 44, 58, 137, 184, 249
vyutpatti 19, 21*

wanderer see traveller
Weber, A. 81, 85*
Winternitz, M. 76
women

passages censuring w. 261
word(s)

difficult w. 138
variants for w. 7
w.-play, play on w., verbal games 51, 60,
167, 168, 177, 257
w. used in an ambiguous manner 85

writing materials 14

Yadava 148
Yaksa 5, 6, 39, 116, 117*, 119, 122, 123,

124, 240, 241
Yama 251
yamaka 105, 111, 112*, 153, 181, 186, 187,

190, 194, 198, 199, 221, 222

ayugmapadayamaka 183
mahayamaka 186, 187
padadiyamaka 183
various types of y. 183
y.-poem 200, 222ff.
y.-style 200, 202, 223
y.-writing 266*

yamakakavya 203, 222ff.
Yamuna 98, 129, 144, 176, 206
Yasodhara 212, 268
Yasodhara 168
Yasovarman 83, 199, 203
Yasovati 250, 251
yathasamkhya 167
Yavana 241
Yodheya 268
Yudhisthira 184, 188, 222
yugma(ka), yugala(ka) 63, 64, 67, 104, 105,

128, 162, 170, 219
YusufuZuleikha 210.

Zesen, Ph. von 158*
Zvelebil, K.V. 130
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